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BLUEFIN TUNA SPAWN OFF SOUTH FLORIDA

The occurrence of recently-spawning fish and eggs and larvae believed to
be those of the bluefin tuna suggest that these fish spawn inthe Straits of Florida
during Mayand early June. The main spawning area appears to be on the outer
margin of the Florida current between Riding Rocks and Bimini in the Bahamas.
The spawning habits of the smaller tuna inthe areaare at present unknown. The
evidence suggests that the American and European tuna represent independent
units inasmuch as the spawning time overlaps and the areas of spawning are
about 4,000 miles apart.

--Sea Secrets, The Marine Laboratory,
University of Miami, Coral Gables, Fla.
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