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Intern atio nal 

FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 
ORGANIZA TION 

NAVAL ARCHITECT REPORTS ON WORLD MARKETS 
FOR AND DESIGN OF FISHING BOATS AND ENGINES; 

The "engine barrier" whICh eXIsted among fIshermen in 
the underdeveloped countries has been broken down. re­
ported the Chief Naval Architect, 
Fisheries Division, Food and Agri­
culture Organization (FAO), Rome, 
Italy, on his return from an 80-day 
round-the-world trip. The purpose 
of the trip was to discuss with gov­
ernment officials and pnvate indi­
viduals in various countnes partici­
pation in the second World Fishing 
Boat Congress, which will be held at 
FAO headquarters, Rome, April 5 to 
10 , 1959. 

Fishermen ~agel to Mechanize Boats : 'I was im­
pressed by the eve opments in mechanization whIch are 
taking place in the underdeveloped countries of the Far 
East," he said. "It is quite clear that the fishermen now are 
convinced of the value of mechanization which enables them 
to catch 3 or 4 times more fish ... but there is the problem 
of finding ways and means to supply the engines required 
by the fishermen. However, that is chiefly an economic 
problem, espeCially as it is often closely tied up with a 
system of government subsidies. 

.. Apart from this aspect, the main question now seems 
to be the introduction of an extension service which will 
help overcome the difficulties arising from lack of commun­
ication between fishing villages. It is surprising to realize 
that the news of the successful introduction of mechanized 
fishing craft in a village does not spread along the coast. 
The next village, perhaps 20 or 30 miles away, will hear 
n.othing ,~f it, chiefly because there is no road communica­
hon ... 

Fisheries Departments Stimulating Production: A very 
noticeable change in the attitudes of governments towards 
fisheries has taken place, according to the Chief Naval 
Architect. Until recently fisheries departments seemed 
to approach fishery development work from the scientific 
and biological point of view and were mostly concerned 
with introducing fishing regUlations. But now the fisheries 
departments are trying to stimUlate production through the 
i?troduction of modern motors, mechanized gear, synthetic 
flbre nets, and so on. 

Gre",t Savings i!l Fuel Costs Possible: While in Japan 
the FAa Chief Naval Architect conferred with scientists 
of the Fisheries Agency, Tokyo, where FAa-sponsored 
tests of fishing vessel models are being carried out in 
the Agency's tank. "We have, for a long time past, been 
advocating the construction of fishing vessels with a low 
prismatic coefficient, because the results of tests sponsor­
ed by FAa have shown that such vessels would cut fuel 
costs by at least 15 percent while operating in calm water 
conditions," he stated. 

A boat with a low prismatic coefficient has a hull design­
ed to concentrate the main volume of water displacement 
around midships, he explained, but a boat with a high pris­
mahc coefhclent has a hull designed to carry the displace­
ment of water more evenly along its whole length. 

The tests in the Tokyo tank have been made in rough 
water conditions , and theBe have shown Some remarkable 
results. In fact, the data obtalned so far indicate that a 
traditional hull requires about 60 percent more fuel in rough­
.... ter conditions than a fishlllg boat with a low prismatic 
coefficient. Such a saving could be effected by all fishIng 
vessels of 30 to 200 feet. 

The effect of the prismatic coefficient WaS dramatically 
Illustrated In the Tokyo tank during tests when a model with 
a high prlsmatlc coefhclent waS so heavy in its movements 
in rough water that it broke the testing lOstruments. There 
are at least two other advantages In deSigning fishing boats 
with a low prlsmatic coeffiCient . The first is that such 
boats will be seakindlier. wh ich means that they Will pro' 
vide much pleasanter conditions for the crew. The second 
is that they will be able to contlnue flshing In rougher 
water and higher wind force than is possible in the usual 
type of hshlllg boat of today. 

Enclosed Workin Deck for \Ong-LlOers: in the 
course of hiS trip the FAa Arc Hect visited the United 
States, Canada, and Newfoundland. While in Newfoundland 
he advised on the construction of some 30 long-liners . 

"It had been proposed to bUild boats with the liDe'haul' 
ing operation on the open deck," he explalned, "but I sug' 
gested a deSign to provide a completely enclosed working 
deck which would enable the crew to balt, set, and handle 
the fishlng 11nes under cover and also split the catch. I 
proposed that the accommodation throughout should be 
heated by lnfrared rays. The Newfoundland naval architects 
are now working on this deSign and 20 boats of 60-70 feet 
and 10 boats of 90 -1 00 feet will be constructed at a cost of 
about $1,600,000 . " 

(NORTH EUROPEAN) INTERNATIONAL 
FISHERIES CONVENTION 

PERMANENT COMMISSION 
TO MEET IN DUBLIN: 

A British Ministry of Agriculture, 

Fisheries and Food spokesman confirm­

ed recently the news from Oslo that the 

Permanent Commission of the Interna­

tional Fisherie s Convention of 1946 would 

hold their regular meeting in Dublin in 

November 1958, to discuss, among other 

things, the draft of a new convention. 

The meeting is of prime importance 

b ecause the Soviet Union joined the co~­
vention recently and so will take part .m . on 
a meeting of the Permanent c~m~llSSl m-

for the first time . The ComrrusslOncO 

prises representatives of all the 14 mem 

ber countries. 

The Commission regulates fishing in 

the Arctic and North Atlantic from the 
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coast of Labrador to the western parts 
of the Barents Sea. The Baltic is, how­
ever, excluded from the convention area. 
Moreover, all Soviet sea areas are sim-

I ilarly exempted. 
Note: Also see Commercial Fisheries Review, August 

1958, p. 57. 

INTERNATIONAL PACIFIC SALMON 
FISHERIES COMMISSION 

PROSPECTS FOR 1958 RUN OF 
FRASER RIVER SOCKEYE: 

The Early Stuart run, which has pro­
vided the entire catch of sockeye to date, 
is later than any previously recorded 
Early Stuart run. Catches in the Fraser 
River indicate that the peak is now ap­
pearing--at least a week later thannor­
mal, a July 16, 1958, "Information Bul­
letin" of the International Pacific Salm-

, on Fisheries Commission points out. 

Ocean temperatures are at a r ecord 
lhigh, and the Fraser sockeye may h ave 

I I moved further north than normal dur in g 
T their marine existence. Reports on oth­
e er species indicate that a northern s h ift 
Un ocean habitat has taken place during 
t the current season. 

( 

A careful analysis, based o n several 
ftfactors, indicate that the size of th e E ar­
lily Stuart run is in accordance with p r e­
aseason anticipations. The 1958 r uns u p 
° July 20 were not expected to equa l 

Ose of the brood cycle for the s ame 
~Jl.eriod in 1954. The f01ir-year-oldStuart 

Ish, unselected by the gill-net fishery, 
,:xlveraged 5.3 pounds from July 1-7 an d 
,~ .. 6 pounds from July 8-14 as compared 
\ lth an average weight of 5.7 and 6 . 1 

_.ounds, respectively for the same a ge d 
f'it sh d . , . 

unng the same weekly p e riods for 
:. e cycle from 1918 through 1954. The 
: lsh, therefore, are averaging smaller 

an normal as was anticipate d in ad­
ance of the season. 

~eneral information provides justifi ­
o ~atlon for reasonable optimism on the 
11P~~ospects of the 1958 run The only 
1X~lIan . • 
tttl:.h ge in the anticipated charact er of 

e 1958 Fraser sockeye run is the tardy 
=pearance of the Early Stuart run. If 
VA.~ runs ~o come, including the important 

I atns River popUlation, follow the late 

migrating charac t er of the Stuart run th 
catch will not fo llow the expected pattern 
established by the 194 2 run. 

SEALING 

NORWEGIAN-U. S. S. R. NORTH 
A TLANTIC AGREEMENT RATIFIED: 

The inst rume nts of ratification of the 
Nor,,:,egi.an-Sov i e t agreement concerning 
s e almg m th e North Atlantic, signed in 
Oslo on November 22, 1957, were ex­
change d in Moscow on June 27, 1958, 
stat e s a U . S. E mbassy dispatch from 
Oslo d ated July 2, 1958 . The treaty be­
c a m e effective immediately. 
Not e: Also see Commercial Fisheries Review, Februal) 

1958, p . SO. 

TRADE AGREEMENTS 

U. S. S. R. - WEST GERMAN TRADE 
AGREEMENT INCLUDES FISH: 

A L ong - Term Trade and Payments 
Agreement between the German Federal 
R epublic and the U. S. S. R. was signed 
on April 25, 1958. The agreement took 
effect retroactively as of January 1,1958, 
and is in force until December 31, 1960. 

Among the commodity quotas establish­
ed for imports from the U. S. S. R. into 
the German Federal Republic are the fol­
lowing for Lshery products: canned crabs 
DM4 million (US$956,000) for 1958, 
DM4.5 million (US$1,075,500) for 1959, 
and DM5 million (US$1,195,000) for 1960; 
caviar and canned fish during 1958 at 
DM2.5 million (US$597,500), and for 1959 
and 1960 DM3 million (US$717,000). 
Note: Values converted at rate of DM1 equals 

US$O.239. 

I WHALING 

ANTARCTIC WHALE LIMIT FOR 
1958/59 SEASON: 

At a meeting of the International 
Whaling Commission in The Hague, 
Netherlands, June 23-27, 1958, it was 
decid ed to set the Antarctic pelagic whale 
catch limit for the 1958/59 season at 
14 500 b lue-whale units, the same as for 
th~ previous 2 seasons. This limlt 1S 

sub ject to approval of the member coun­
tries. (Foreign Crops and l\Iarkets, vol. 
77 , no. 3.) 
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Australia 

TUNA CATCH FOR 1958 
SEASON SETS RECORD: 

The South Australian tuna catch this 
season (now ended) totaled 545 metric 
tons. This compares with 230 tons in 
1957 and 150 tons in 1956. The 545-ton 
catch was taken by two boats- - Fairtuna 
and Tacoma. Fairtuna caught 335 tons, 
which was believed to be a record for 
one boat in Australia. 

Adding the New South Wale s catch of 
approximately 950 tons, gives a record 
Australian tuna catch of 1,495 tons. 

Belgium 

PROPOSED EXTENSION OF FISHING 
LIMITS BY ICELAND 
CREATES PROBLEMS : 

The recent announcement by Iceland 
of the extension of its fishing limits to 
12 miles , has caused speculation on the 
problems that will arise in relation to 
the Belgian fishing industry, states a 
July 16 dispatch from the United State s 
Consulate in Antwerp. As a result of 
declining yields and rising operating ex­
penses, two of the last three years have 
been particularly unprofitable for the 
fishing industry, and the Belgian fishing 
fleet has tended to depend increasingly 
on the more productive fishing grounds 
off the Icelandic coast. 

The growing importance of the se fish­
ing grounds is illustrated by the percent­
age of the Belgian catch in 1957 which 
was landed from Iceland. The total 
Belgian landings in 1957 amounted to 
109.3 million pounds valued at US$9.8 
million. Of this total, the landings from 
off Iceland amounted to 36.6 million 
pounds valued at US$3.1 million or 33.5 
percent of the total quantity landed and 
23.4 percent of the total value. The total 
landings of whitefish (mainly cod and 
haddock) in 1957 amounted to 29.3 mil­
lion pounds, of which 18.1 million pounds 
or 61.8 percent was caught off Iceland. 

The fishing grounds around Iceland 
are very narrow except on the west and 
northeast side of the island. The north-

eastern fishing grounds are fished main­
ly by German trawlers . The western 
shores of Iceland are mainly fished by 
the Icelanders. The Belgians operate off 
the southeast coast between Ingolsholdi 
and the Vestmaens islands, where the 
continental shelf is extremely narrow 
and the bottom slopes rapidly into the 
oceanic depths. 

Due to disappointing returns in the 
North Sea, medium-sized vessels of the 
Belgian fleet, de signed for North Sea 
fishing, started several years ago to fish 
intensively on the Icelandic grounds 
This proved successful and an increaSing 
number of Belgian vessels engaged in 
fishing these waters. The smaller ves­
sels met several difficulties not only be­
cause of the diminishing density of the 
fishing stocks further from the coast, 
but also because the bottom rapidly be­
come s too deep to be worked by less 
powerful vessels. In order to operate 
successfully, modifications of these ves­
sels were required. Their hulls were 
strengthened and elongated and more 
powerful engines were installed at con­
siderable cost to the Belgian owners. 
This fleet of medium - sized long-distances 
trawlers and some large steam trawlers 
developed into the most profitable part 
of the Belgian fishing fleet. For two of 
the last three years, these were the only 
vessels which not only covered their op ~ 
erating costs but returned profits tothel 
owners. Due to their inability to operat 
in deeper waters, the medium-sized ves­
sels will not be able to fish the Icelandlc 
grounds once the boundaries are moved 
out further into the sea. 

The finding of sub s tit ute fis~ing 
grounds is a problem. More distant flsh­
ing grounds, such asnear Greenl~nd and 
the Bear Island, have been prevlOusly 
explored without financial success. Only 
the large st ve sse 1 s can work these 
grounds and the fish that have been caughti 

fty eJO there do not seem to be of the qua 1 . 

pected by the Belgian market. Otherfls 

ing grounds off East Iceland can perh~p 
. . b t . t ' uncertatn 

Provlde a substitute u 1 1S , ller 
that they can be fished ~y t,he sma In 
vessels of the Belgian f1shmg fle e\ _ 
addition the species of fish most ~ un e 
dant the~e is the ocean perch. Thl~:P 
cies is comparatively unknown on 
Belgian market and fishing industry 



September 1958 COMMERCIAL FISHERIES REV IEW 79 

Belgium (Contd.): 

officials are not certain that it can b e 
successfully sold . 

Another problem which th e B e lgi an 
industry foresees as a result of th e Ice ­
landic action is depletion of th e Nor th 
Sea grounds. It is anticipated th at t h e 
greater part of the smc:ller tr awler~ 
noW fishing the Icelandic ground s will 
swarm over to the North Sea. Sin ce the 
maximum sustainable y i e ld is· b e ing at ­
tained at present , it i s b e lieve d th at 
should this r edeploy m e nt of th e small 
vessels take place , th e North Sea grounds 
will be overfished in a very sh ort time . 

' Canada 

FISH-VISCERAL F L OUR USED AS 
PROTEIN SUPPLE MENT FOR HOGS: 

Fish -visceral flour, a new byproduct of the Canadian 
fishing industr y, was found to be a satisfactory protein 
supplement in the r ations of growing and finishing hogs, 
in tests at the Nappan, Nova Scotia, Experimental Farm, 

• Canadian Department of Agriculture. The hogs had no 
, objection to the fish - flour ration and their rate of gain, 

'eed effic iency, and carcass grade were quite satisfactory. 

The hogs used in the Nappan tests received a ration of 
barley , oats, and minerals , plus fish visceral flour at the 

: rate of 10 percent by weight of the grain allowance, from 
- weaning until the pigs reached a live weight of 100 pounds. 
L At this point the fish flour was reduced to 4 percent of the 
! grain mixture and kept at this level until the pigs reached 
I the mar ket weight of 200 pounds. 

Fish fl our was prepared by collecting fresh cod and had-
• dock viscera on the vessels. Sodium nitrite, a preservative, 

Was added to this material and the viscera kept at a tem­
perature of 80 0 to 100 0 F., for several days. During this 
hme most of the solids go into solution. The solution is 
then drum - dried and the dried material is ground into flour. 

An estimated 90 million pounds of fish viscera are dis­
carded annually in the Atlantic area. From this amount 
of VIscer a, approximately 18 million pounds of fish -visceral 
flour could be produced each year. The fish flour used in 
the tests Was pr oduced on an experimental basis by the 
FI~henes Technological Station, Halifax, N. S. Investi-
ga IOns on the use of this new feed are continuing at the 
Nappan Exper im ental Farm. (March 1958 Trade News 
of the Canadian Department of Fisheries.) ----

* * * * * 
I M..ARIN"E-OIL OUTPUT DROPS: 

Marine-oil production in Canada in 
: 1957 fell more than 4 0 percent below 
: 1956, and probably will decline furth er 
~n 1958. The drop r e sulte d p r imarily 

rom a smaller British Colum bian h er ­
rrlUg catch, which in tur n r esulte d from 
o cold Weather early in 1957 , and a scar -

· ~ ~lty of fish. Also, a price disagr eem en t 
· tt:i\:een fi~hermen and processors cur ­

d flShmg and proce s s ing. 

The di sagreement continued into 1958 
Consequently th ere were no herring for 
pro c essing and no oil produced in Janu ­
ary and F e bruary, In the corresponding 
m onth s of 1957 herring oil production 
totale d 4,950 short tons. On the Atlantic 
coast, however, herring oil output in Jan 
uary and February 1958 totaled 538 tons, 
compared with 117 tons in the first 2 
months of 1957. 

~anada' s Marine-Oil Production by Type 
and Major Producing Area, 1956-57 

!Area and Type of Oil r 19571) 1956 
I (Short Tons) 

Atlantic Coast: 
3,689! 4,347 Cod- liver oil I 

Herring oil 1,127 I 668 ! Other2..i ...... ... I 2,560 
i 

1,826 : 
- . Total Atlantic Co-ast 7,376 6,841 
British Columbia: - ---

Herrin,g oil .. 9,224 21,284 
Total . . 1 16,600 28,125 

l/Preliminary. YIncludes seal oil and other fish oils. 

There has been a sharp change in the 
use of fish oils in Canada over the last 
several years. In 1956--the latest sta­
ti~tics available--all the fish oil used in 
Canada went into margarine and shorten 
ing manufacture. In 1955, only 14 tons 
of fish oil went into soap, whereas in 
1948 about 800 tons--representing about 
75 percent of all the marine oil used that 
year--were used for this purpose (For­
~ Crops and Markets, July 7, 1958, 
U. S. Department of Agriculture). 

HERRING RESEARCH IN 
NOR TH PACIFIC: 

Far out in the Pacific Ocean (up to 2~0 
miles offshore ) a single British Columbia 
research vessel fished for herring this 
summer. The Canadian Fisheries Re­
search Board ' s A. P. Knight was sched­
uled to make two cruises of approximate 
ly one month each in July and August. 

The objective was to determ.ine .the 
offshore limits and ocean distnbutL.on of 
herring spawned in British Columbia. 
coastal waters and to study and appraise 
the mixture of their stocks. 

Midwater trawl and drift nets were 
used in fishing wherever herring schools 

1 ted The drift nets are de sLgned a re oca . . f 
to be set at varying depths rangmg rom 
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th e surface down to 50 f athoms, (May 
1958 T rade News of th e Canadian De ­
partment of F i sh e ries, ) 

* * * * * 
NEW CONTAINERS FOR SHIPPING 
LOBSTERS BY AIR DEVELOPED: 

The distribution of live lobsters to markets across the 
continent has become a major phase of the Canadian lob­
ster industry. For shipments within the Maritime Province 
and to the nearby New England States lobsters are often 
packed in simple wooden crates. These are transported by 
train or truck which are iced during warm weather. For 
greater distances lobsters are usually packed in double­
walled boxes or barrels. In one type, 50 pounds of lobsters 
and about 10 pounds of seaweed are packed 1n the inside 
compartment. Forty or more pounds of flake ice are placed 
in the outside compartment. The gross shipping weight for 
50 pounds of lobsters is often more than 125 pounds. 

When lobsters are taken out of sea water they often weaken 
and die rather quickly. Even under good shipping conditions 
they cannot be expected to remain vigorous for more than 
a few days. Obviously the quality of lobsters reaching dis­
tant markets could be improved by faster transportation. 
Shipmeot by aircraft is a possible answer that could extend 
the live lobster trade to distant areaS which cannot be sup­
plied at present. The usual methods of packing are unsuit­
able for air transport because of excessive weight and leak­
age. There is a growing need for a light-weight, leakproof 
method of packing for air shipment. 

A Canadian company has designed a double-walled, corru­
gated, cardboard box with an aluminum foil covering for 
insulation. Depending on holding temperatures, up to 20 
pounds of ice are used to keep the lobsters cool. The ice 
is sealed in a polyethelene bag to protect the lobsters from 
melting ice and to avoid undesirable leakage. To improve 
insulation, the box is well sealed with tape but tests showed 
that two 1/2-inch air holes were necessary to prevent suffo­
cation of the lobsters. When packed with 50 pounds of lob­
sters and 10 pounds of ice the container has a gross weight 
of 64 pounds. 

On October 29, 1957, through the cooperation of Trans­
Canada Airlines, a trial shipment of 250 pounds was 
trucked from St. A ndrews, New Brunswick, to St. John, 
New Brunswick, and then flown to Montreal and return. 
During the 30-hour shipment temperatures inside the 
boxes averaged 43 0 F. at an average air temperature of 
47

0 
F. On completion of the return flight over 95 percent 

of the lobsters were found to be in excellent condition. 

A radically different idea, packing lobsters in dry wood 
shavings, has been demonstrated by two lobster buyers 
from Belgium. Lobsters were allowed to drain for 15 min­
utes to remove excess water. Dry wood shavings were placed 
in the bottom of a cardboard box and a layer of lobsters was 
packed on top of the shavings. Wood Shavings were added 
to cover the lobsters. This process was repeated until 
the box was filled. In all, three boxes were packed in this 
manner, each box containing 50 pounds of lobsters and 5 
poun-Is of wood shavings. The boxes were not iced but they 
were kept cool at a room temperature of 50 0 F. The gross 
weight for 50 pounds of lobsters was only 57 pounds . 

The lobster dealers who watched the demonstration fe lt 
that this was rather drastic treatment. H owever , t he 150 
pounds of lobsters were in surprisingly good condition with 
no sign .of weakening after 2 days' storage. T hepot e ntial val­
ue of th1s method of packing for air s hipm ent was obvious. 

To find out how long lobsters could be expected to live in 
wood Shavings at different temperatures som e tests we r e 
done at St. Andrews. Six boxes we r e packe d wi t h 20 
pounds of lobst e r s, a nd about 4 p ounds of s havings i n ea c h. 
As m the de m onstration, the boxes we r e not iced but were 
store8 at var ious room tem8 e r a tures . One box was s t o r e d 
at 70 F., thre!, boxes a t 45 F. and two at 350 F The tem­
perature inside the boxes waS 50 0 F. when pack~d . 

T o see if s urvival could be prolonged by icing, 5 pounds 
of i c e sealed in a plastic bag was placed in each of four 
other boxes that were held at 70 F. In addition one fairly 
tight cardboard box was packed w1th 20 pounds of lobsters 
without wood Shavings and without ice. Two small hole in 
the b ox pr ev e nted s uffoc ation. This box was stored at 35SF. 

The 11 box es were examined periodically and the tests 
w e r e s t opp e d whe n i t was certain that some lobsters were 
weake ning. 

T hese test s show that lobsters packed in wood shavings 
will re main in. vigor ous c ondition for reasonably long periods 
(up to 6 dad'S) 1f th ey are s tored at low temperatures. When 
he ld a t 70 F . w1thout ice, the temperature in the box in­
c r e a sed rapidly a nd the lobsters were in poor condition by 
24 hours. H o wever, with 5 pounds of Ice added, low tem­
per a tu res we r e mamtamed for 24 hours and the lobsters 
remained m good condi t ion . After that time the temperature 
began to rise and the l obs ters were m poor condition at 48 
hours. 

In the tests at 350 F ., lo bs t e rs packed without woodshav­
ings remained vigorous fo r 5 days and those with shavings 
for 6 days, a slight diffe r e nc e conSidering the times 10-

volved. 

The insulating quality o f wood shavings is probably the 
most important feature of thi s method of packing. Small 
quantihes of ice (5 pounds) will maintain low temperatures 
for 24 hours during warm weather. To extend the safe 
holding time beyond 24 hours more ice, more shaVings, or 
more ice and Shavings could be used. The effectiveness 
of these treatments has not been studied as yet. 

A commercial shipme nt o f 12,600 pounds of lobsters pack­
ed by a Ne w Bruns wick firm was fl o wn from St. John, N. B., 
to Belgium during early December. Since air temperatures 
were low no ice was needed. A !though they were shipped 
more than 3,000 mlles , ove r 97 percent of the lobsters re­
mained m excellent condition. 

The possibility that air s hipment will become a practical 
method of transportation fo r live lobsters or: a continuing 
basis is approaching reality with the development of light· 
weight leakproof met hods of pac king. (Trade News, 
March 1958, of the Canadian Department of Fisheries.) 

* * * * * 
N E WFOUNDLAND FISHERIES 
ACT IN FORCE: 

The Fisheries Act is now in force in 
N ewfoundland the Canadian Minister of 
Fisheries a.nn'ounced earlier this year . 
A proclamation has been issued setting 
th e date on which the Act became effec­
tive as May 1, 1958, 

The fisheries in Newfoundland were 
previously administered under the . New;f 
foundland statute s existing at the t.une 
union in 1949 and which remainedmforc 
until the present time, 

Proclamation of the Fisheries Act ~n 
Newfoundland will have the effect of brln 
ingfisheries administration for allCana 

under the basic statue relating to the m 
agement and regulation of the resource. 

Since Confederation, Newfoundland 
fisheries regulations have been authO

;­

ized under several old Newfoundlan 
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acts, such as the Department of Natural 
Resources Act, the Fish and Wildlife 
Act the Fisheries Board Act, etc. This 
situ'ation created many serious problems 
with respect to fisheries legislation. 
These problems are now resolved as a 
result of the proclamation. 

The Fisheries Act is a comprehen­
sive document, but essentially the main 
points covered are: the power s of the 
Minister and Fishery Officers; conser­
vation and protection of var iou s spe cie s 
of fish; authority for fisheries regula­
tions, pollution, and 0 b s t r u c t ion of 
streams; and the licensing of fishing ves­
sels and fishermen. (May 1958 Trade 
News of the Canadian Department of 
Fisheries. ) 

SALMON RESEARCH IN 
NORTH PACIFIC, 1958: 

Two fishing vessels, Key West 2 and 
Fort Ross, chartered by the Fisheries 
Research Board of Canada, have begun 
Canada's third Pacific Ocean survey, as 
part of the program of scientific re ­
search under the International North Pa­
cific'Fisheries Convention between Can­
ada, United States, and Jap an. 

Both boats were fitted out at the 
Board's biological station at Nanaimo 
and will be cruising the high seas through­
out the summer. While at sea the ves­
S~ls will fish for salmon and other spe­
cles to build up knowledge already gain­
ed on the racial characteristics and mi­
gratory patterns of salmon. Nine test 
£~sh~ng stations have been plotted and 
ftshtng operations will follow closely a­
long lines established in 1956 and 1957. 
The Canadian vessels will be responSi-
ble for the area of the Pacific Ocean 
north of latitude 42 degrees and east of 
10 't ngl ude 155 degrees. American and 
Japanese research teams will cover oth­
er parts of the North Pacific. 

This year the Canadian vessels are 
c~rrying surface drift nets with mesh 
Sizes var . . . 
in h ymg up to a maXimum of nlne 
f' c

h 
es. Other drift nets will be set to 

IS at depths varying from the surface 

to 200 feet under water. In addition both 
vessels will use midwater trawls when 
conditions warrant . 

Fish will be kept in refrigerated stor­
age holds. At the conclusion of the sea­
son's operations, specimens will be ex­
amined for fish-scale markings, parasites, 
stomach contents, feeding habits, and oth­
er factors that may have some bearing 
on the past history of the fish. Informa­
tion and specimens will be pooled with 
the other countries concerned. Some 
tagging will be carr ied out when condi­
tions are favorable. (May 1958 Trade 
News of th e Canadian Department of Fish­
eries.) 

Ceylon 

FISHING FLEET MECHANIZATION 
IMPROVES EARNINGS: 

Mechanized fishing is becoming popu­
lar in most of the fishing centers around 
the island of Ceylon. After the Ceylonese 
Department of Fisheries, with the assist­
ance of the Canadian Colombo Plan and 
Food and Agriculture Organization ex­
perts, gave a series of demonstrations 
to prove the efficiency of this method, 
many fishermen have purchased marine 
Diesel engines and outboard motors for 
use in their fishing boats . These have 
been obtained through the Department of 
Fisheries on easy r epayment terms. The 
Department assists in their installation 
and also trains the f i shermen in the pro­
per use and maintenance of the new en­
gines. 

It is reported that fishermen who have 
started using mechanized boats have in­
creased their income by being able to 
spend more time on the fishing groun~ s, 
reach them even at times when there is 
no wind, and return to the market wh e n 
the price is normally at its highest. 

Most of the fishermen have also a­
dopted the use of more modern fishing 
methods, such as long lines and nylon 
drift nets (Trade News, Canada's De­
partment of Fisheries, May 1958). 

~-
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Colombia 

I 
panding operations. The number of fish-
ing companies with vessels has increased 

F ISHERY LANDINGS INCREASED from 3 in 1956 to 5 in 1957 and 9 in 1958 
CONSIDERABLY IN 1957: I In 1956, there w ere only 9 vessels of . 

Colombia s total fishery landings in I m or e than 10 metric tOIlS as compared 
1957 amounted to 66.4 million poun ds, I wi th 14 in 1957 and 36 in 1958. The num-I valued at Ps 24,451,400 (US$ 3.0 m il- I ber of c anning firms has increased from 
lion), as compared with 46. 7 m illion i 2 in 19 56 , t o 4 in 1957, and 6 in 1958. 

i 
! 

Colombia's Landings and Utilization of Fish and :shellfish, 1957 
Principal Species For Fresh Use Y or :salting For Freezmg For canning 

Quantity Value Quantity Value Quantity Value Quantity Value 
1,000 Lbs. U:::;:jl1 ,000 1,000 Lbs. US$1, 000 1,000 Lbs. US:jll,OOO 1,000 Lbs . ~,OOO 

~j.ne E!ill: 
Herring and related specie s 1,279.6 71.0 0.2 
Tuna and tunalike . .. ... 19.4 1.1 -
Mackerels .... . ...... 124.6 6.6 -
Snappers . .. ... ..... 2,625 .9 155.6 21.0 
Mullet ............. 1 081. 9 45.9 21. 2 

~§.ia_~.iill§: 
Shrimp ............. 23.6 5.1 25.0 

12.1 3.2 -~J..obster.. . .... 
Fresh-water f!sh ........ 27,239.4 1,140.8 29,684.4 
~r sl..1 _! _' . • ,_.c . . . '': C .C_:. 305.7 17.4 17 .3 

Total .... ........ 32,712.2 1,446 .7 29,769. 1 
-U!.llcludes all other marine fish and crustaceans, mollusks, and sea turtles. 
Note: Values converted at the rate of Ps 8.17 equal U5$1 

pounds, valued at Ps 12,806,000 (US$1.6 
million), in 1956, recent statisticsfrom 
the Ministry of Agriculture indicate. 
This was an increase of about 50 per-
cent over the 1956 landings, states a 
recent dispatch from the United States 
Embassy at Bogota, dated July 10, 1958. 

Fresh-water fish from the Magdalena 
River accounted for about 84 percent of 
the total 1957 landings, or 55.8 million 
pounds as compared with 37.7 million 
pounds from that same area during 1956. 
This increase wq..s attributed to favor-
able climatic conditions. Thus far in 
1958, the landings of fish from the Mag-
dalena River have decreased as compared 
with the same period in 1957. 

Since the demand for fishery products 
in Colombia is still greater than the sup-
ply, the average price of fish per pound 
increased from Ps 0.27 (3 U. S. cents ) 
in 1956 to Ps 0.37 5U S cents er ) p 
pound in 1957, despite the increased 
catch. The prices of fish and shellfish 
are expected to continue rising. 

Over-all fishing activity has also in­
creased, due partly to the effects of D e ­
cree 0376 of December 13,1957, which 
was designed to foster the developm ent 
of the fishing industry. Almost a ll th e 
firms connected with the fish ing indus­
try are augmenting th eir capital and ex -

I 
! 

I 
! 

- 0.2 - 448 .7 7 9 
- 3.9 0.4 102 .4 7.0 
- 5. 5 0. 5 28.4 1.3 
1.3 817.2 57 .9 216.6 8.2 
0.5 190 .3 7.4 1062.7 30. ! _ 

5.3 134.9 34.1 329.6 95.2 
- 48.5 11.1 -

1,257.2 55 .0 3. 4 303.7 6.9 
0.1 82.9 5.7 51.7 4.6 

1,264.4 1,338.4 120. 5 2,543.8 161.2 

~ 
Cuba 

COD F ISHING VESSEL PURCHASED: 
The Cu ban National FisheriesInstitut 

has purch ased from West Germany the 
M Iv Arktis f o r the purpose of codfish-
ing on the fi shing banks in the Nor th At-
lantic, according t o a June 29 , 1958, pres 
report. 

Th e vesse l is 128.9 feet in length , ane 
was built in Kiel, Germany, in 1950. It 
has a beam of39. 3feetand a draft of 11.1 
feet. Ref rige r ating facilities consist of 
300 cubi c m eters capacity , and the ve s-
se l is expected t o be able to transport 18 
metric ton s of fish. The Arktis is also 
equippe d with r adar, sonar, navi~ational 
equipment, and a fish -finding deVIce. 

The Cuban Economic and Social De.-
velopment Bank a Government finanCIal 
agency, has gr ~n t ed the Institute 
US$22 5 , OOO cr e dit to cover the purchas 
of the a bove ve ssel. 

In 19 57 , 21. 3 million pounds (valued 
at US$4 .4 million) of dried cod were 1m 

Po r ted by Cuba Such imports carne . Ice-
p r incipally from Canada, Norway, 
land, the United Kingdom, and ~r~: 
The Institute expects to set up its 
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cod industry to reduce imports of this 
traditional Cuban food staple. The Ark­
tis will be manned by a Spanish crew, 
experienced in cod fishing, according to 
trade sources. The green cod will be 
brought refrigerated to Cuba for further 
processing ashore. 

)~ ;f: * * * 
CONTRACT WITH CUBAN-JAPANESE TUNA 
FISHING COMPANY TO BE TERMINATED: 

The Cuban Institute N acional de la Pesca (National 
Fisheries Institute) has indicated that at a meeting of its 
Board of Directors on May 21, 1958, it was decided not to 
renew its contract with the joint Cuban-Japanese Fishing 
Company (Cia. Pesqueras Internacionales, S. A.) when 
it expires in September 1958. 

The Vice President of the firm indicated that his com­
pany was not satisfied with the arrangement to furnish fro­
zen tuna loins to the United States firms since it considers 
the real profits in the tuna fishing industry to be in the can­
ning business itself and not in the supplying of raw material 
to the processors. He also pointed out that if, to comply 
with Cuban laws, the Japanese tuna clipper were to be 
purchased by a Cuban firm, the real problem would still 
be the use of a Cuban crew sufficiently capable of handling 
such a modern complicated fishing vessel. To do so 
would require the continued use of some Japanese fisher­
men who would have to be declared "technicians" in 
order to be excluded from the jurisdiction of current Cuban 
laborlegislation restricting the employment of non-Cubans . In 
any case, the Institute had already shown some reluctance 
to continue with the contractual relationship with Pesqueras 
Internacionales, S. A. and the Japanese vessel Sumiyoshi 
Maru No. 12, and this has now culminated in the decision to ter­
minatethecontract with the company, effective as of Septem­
ber 1958. 

The quantity of frozen cooked tuna loins prepared in 
Cuba from November 1957 to April 1958 was 375 tons 
(mcludes loins and flakes). These products were shipped 
to a Boston firm via New York City as frozen loins packed 
1n 50-pound boxes (210 tons) for processing into tuna hams 
and sausages on a continuing basis. Also on a one-time 
bas1s only, 165 tons were shipped to a New York broker 
for canning in a Maryland plant for shipment outside the 
Uruted States. 

The joint Cuban-Japanese fishing company, defrosts 
and cooks the raw tuna and processes it into frozen loins 
for export. 

As of the end of April 1958 the catch (principally off the 
Gold Coa~t near Africa) of the Japanese tuna vessel 
SUlmyosh1 ~ No. 12 consisted of three trips of approx­
~~ately 300 tons e;;:ch:"" Out of a total catch of 907 tons, 

o tons consIsted exclusively of tuna. 

F.\SIMll amount of tuna was permitted by the National 
IS . enes Institute to be consumed in Cuba during the 

jenOd When local supplies were light. The joint Cuban­
o~a~rs~ hrm supplied such tuna to two local companies. 
1958 wt e hrms also has a contract, effective July 1, 

• cann~d Ith the Jomt Cuban-Japanese firm to co-pack a 
ce t' product for export to all of Europe with the ex­

P IOn of Germany, under its own label. 

(f As of April 1958 there were no other tuna products 
rozen, c~nned, or prepared as j'hams" or "sausages ") 

[ prodUced In CUba. 

Raw tuna 
t based on ,:"as purchased from the Japanese firm at prices 
t by cabl Dmted States west coast landed prices determined 
i in CUb: s;~t to the west coast on the day the tuna is landed 
t ton. Saies IS prIce has varied from $225 a ton to $250 a 
t to-one forr1:;{ces on the frozen loins are based on a three­
t the price cha a. e.g., If the West Coast prIce 1S $225 a ton, 
L lOins. rged IS $675 per ton for frozen cooked tuna 

****~( 

OPEN AND CLOSED SEASONS ON 
SOME MARINE SPECIES ANNOUNCED: 

The Cuban National Fisheries Insti­
tute imposed closed seasons, effective 
June 15, 1958, on the following marine 
varieties: oysters, turtles, tortoises, 
and shrimp. The pertinent resolutions 
invoking the above closed seasons ap­
peared in the Official Gazette No . 109 of 
June 9, 1958 and will remain inforce 
until cancelled by subsequent resolutions. 

The closed season on oysters affects 
all of the aquatic regions of Cuba with 
the exception of the entire province of 
Oriente and the south coast of the prov­
ince of Camaquey. Shipment of oysters 
captured in those regions must be ac­
companied by a transport permit issued 
by an Institute Port Delegate or the Naval 
Port Captain indicating the date, source, 
shipper, and the quantity of oysters cov­
ered by the permit. 

Also effective June 15, 1958, the In­
stitute resolved to terminate the closed 
season originally imposed April 1, 1958 
on the capture of mojarra, s tat e s a 
June 13, 1958, dispatch from the United 
States Embassy in Habana. 

SEASONS ON BULL FROGS, SNAPPERS, 
AND CRABS REVISED: 

The closed season on the capture of 
bull frogs, imposed on April 2, 1958 , was 
terminated by the Cuban National Fisher­
ies Institute effective July 5, 1958. 

Bull Frog 

The imposition of closed seasons, ef­
fective July 15, 1958, was announced ~?r 
Moro or stone crabs, Cuban snapper ( cu-
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De nm ark 

and gray sn app e r 

I lons ill s a::,ons were pub­
OffiCIal Gazette of July 4, 

July 11 dl -patch fro~ the 
Embassy In Hav ana. 

A L FOR 12- IILE 
UPPORTED: 

The Minister also pointed 
lithe Danish Government full 
stands the ser ious situation COIilfJInM'i". 
the Faroe Islands and continue 
he re to the view that the preaen 
affairs with respect to the fixing 
limits of the fishing zone cannot COI:ltiIIge 
to exist. In conformity there lth. 
Government is in accord that the 
zones of the islands ought to be 12 mil 

I and it is fully prepared in conform 
with the spirit and letter of the Hom 
Law to endeavor to have the F 1 -
lands wishes, as expressed in the Reso­
lution adopted by the Lagting (Island Leg 
islature) on June 6, 1958, fulfilled For 
the purpose of achieving this end Den­
mark will contact the British Govern­
ment. 

" The Danish Government had hoped 
that support might have been obtamed 
from interested countries concerntng 
the holding of a regional confer nc 1 

I a view to making an effort to brmg abo 
a jomt solution of the fishing probl m 
the north Atlantic Ocean, According 0 

investigations made, the Goyernm nt 
does not xpect that this idea can be 
ized, " 

* * * * * 
I'O~D T RO UT INDUSTRY: 
-pond- trout farming beg .. n in Denmark In 1904 II1II all 

s vernl e xpe riments It was found that the Amer n 
trout var'l ct y wa s robust and w II-suited ror pond r MIl 

I It IS kno wn ih r o ughout Europe as a "Oanlah-bor '.1 
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then placed In a speclal spawn hatchery,. and set In 

'~~t1y running fresh wa ter. Here they remain until the eye 
~( ea~h embryo can dlmly be percelved thr o ugh the pelltcle. 

The Danes have found that the eggs transport well at 
thle stage and have developed a considerable export of trout 
gga, 

aniS 

Quantit 

1,000 Lbs. 
9,489 
8,680 
7,998 

on Trout 

Value 

US$l,OOO 
4,267 
3,604 
3,131 

If tt,e egg IS to develop In pond culture, it remains in the 
!lalchery until 11 casts off its yolk sack. Only then is it 
transported to other ponds as a young fish for further 
culture. This usually does not happen untH fall. Trout do 
not reach edible Size for another 1 1/2-2 years, and still 
an"ther year is required if they are being produced for 
breeding purposes . 

AccordlOg to a trout research organization, 7 pounds of 
(ooa aT<' required to produce 1 pound of trout. This 
figure IS disputed by the Mmistry of Fisheries, WhiCh 
estimate that each fish conSumes 11 to 17 pounds of food 
annuall' per pound of final weight. In Denmark the trout 
re (ed exclusively on salt -water fish, mostly small her­

rIng With some sand eel (tobis) and whiting . 

The problem of canmbalism is met, but not entirely 
luce 8bfully, by frequent sortings according to size. 

Three years ago In Brims, Jutland, a trout research 
9rganlZatlOn, known as 1/ S Dansk Forsil>gsdam -Kuttur, waS 
S blished, and at present is concerned with nutritional 

research, hormonology, and the treatment offlsh diseases. 
The director of the research organization hopes to beg'" 
research soon on the hereditary biOlogy of the species, 
31m d toward attaining Uniformity in size. He claims that 
th brcellcrs, OWll1g to short-run economic conslderahons. 
han mark ted the larger fish and used the smaller ones 
as bn·cdns. He is convinced that the speCies could be im­
pro\l'd. With eventual economic rewards, if the larger 
f lOt r~ kept fOl' brl'eding, 

no research organizahon IS also concerned With the 
prOblem of sln'am polluhon due to lignite mining, splll­
a e from sc"ers and enSilage and waste from chemical 
(a tor" . The research stah~n seeks out the source of 
the pollul1on on behalf of the breeder who is then able to 
btaln Ie 'al actIon against the pollution Source because 

01 0 rush laws u'hlch were Originally enacted in the inter­
~ I o( sports fishermen (U. S. Embassy in Copenhagen , 

1 t h dated April 9, 1958) . 

g 
~:OL'" 

German Federal Re public 

1.IPOl{TS OF JAPANESE CA.t."'J ED 
L'A IX CREASING: 
~ 1.rriPOrts of Japan s canned tuna by 

G~rmany have developed in a short 
P fLod 0 th point \\ here there has oc-
{ rr d an important chang m the canned 
F markd, according to Allg mctnc 
mneCh\\lr schaftzeitung of June 14. In 

r· lrcles this increase has caus d 

Hong Kong 

Iceland 
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exchange rate system even more complex. But for all its 
detail, the new law represents a considerable simplification, 
as regards imports, exports, and invisibles! compared to 
the 43 diIferent effective rates of exchange m the system 
which it replaces. 

Although the official rate of exchange will remain at 16.32 
kronur to the U. S. dollar (buying rate 16.26), the effect of the 
Act can be summarized most easily as establishing, for the 
majority of currency transactions, an effective devaluation 
of 35 percent, or a selling rate of approximately 25.30 
kronur to the dollar. For these tr'l-nsactions, importers and 
other purchasers of foreign exchange will pay a conversion 
fee of 55 percent, and--as an innovation, from the prewar 
system, purchases of kronur with foreign exchange will be 
credited with a 55-percent premium. This applies to tourists, 
foreign embassies, and even drawings on foreign loans, but 
not to the. official kronur purchases of the Defense Force 
or the contractors thereto, and to certain other minor re­
ceipt s. 

A most important innovation in the new Act is to equalize 
the supported prices paid for groundfish, delivered to pro­
cessors, whether from motor boats or trawlers, thus ending 
the discrimination from which trawlers suffer under the 
present system. Herring fisheries will still receive a lower 
level of export supports, but the margin below cod and other 
groundfish is narrowed. (United States Embassy dispatch 
from Reykjavik dated June 2, 1958.) 

Following is a comparison of the percentage level of sup­
ports on f.o.b. export prices, under the old system and that 
proposed in the bill. The fisheries would, under the new 
plan, be required to pay a conversion fee of 55 percent on 
fuel , imported nets, and other supplies from abroad which 
at present they can purchase free of any special currency 
or import fees : 

Iceland's Present and Future Support Levels for Fisheries 

Present Support New Support 
Levels Levels 

.••. (Percent) . ... 
All Fish Except Herring : 

Motor boats . 55.7 80.0 
Trawlers .... 42.0 800 

erring: 
North Coast 19.3 55.0 
Other Areas 40.6 70.0 

The bill originally provided for a level of only 50 percent 
for the North Coast herrhlg fisheries, but this was raised 
to 55 percent. The barrels for the coming summer season's 
herring have already been purchased, but next year, when 
the industry will have to pay the conversion fee on such 
imported supplies, the demand will be insistent that herring 
should be placed on the same support level as groundfish. 

Payments under the new law are also equalized in the 
case of iced fish sold abroad, thus ending a form of dis­
crimination objectionable to trawler owners. This is 
a chieved by granting them the 55-percent exchange premium 
on the foreign currency which they turn in to the banks from 
their sales, plus an additional 25 percent on the f.o.b. value 
of the catch to equal the 80-percent compensation for all 
groundfish exports. 

Since the export industries will have to pay an estimated 
IKr 202 million (US$12.4 million) annually in fees on their 
fuel oil , nets, etc., the increased supports are extended to 
leave the ~otor boat operators in much their present posi­
t1On' but Will give some additional relief to trawlers. 

To add to its complexity, Icelandic foreign commerce is 
characteTlzed not merely by Supports to the export fisher­
Ies, l>ut by taxes on these exports as well, which one 
Althmg member described as taking money from one pocket 
and puthng It mto another . The existing law provides for 
a 2.25-percent export fee on fisheries products whose pro­
ceeds are divided as follows : 74 percent to Fis'heries Loan 
Fund (to purchase new vessels); 4 percent to fiSheries re­
search (on new processing methods); 4 percent to Union of 
IcelandiC Fishing Vessel Owners; and 18 percent to Fish­
eries Expenmental Fund (on new catch methods). 

The new law, as amended by the Althing, adds a surchar e 
to this fee of 65 percent of which 11/13 will go to the F' h g 
eries Fund, 1/13 to the Experimental Fund, and 1/13 t I~h ' 
Fisheries Department of the University Research InSh~te~ 

FISHING LIMITS E XTENDED 
TO 12 MILES BY DECREE : 

An advance text of a decree extending Icelandic territ . 
rial waters fi sher y limits from 4 miles to 12 miles was 0 

published in the Icelandic newspaper Thjodviljinn in 
May 1958. Iceland on June 30, 1958, offiCially publiShed 
regulations concerning fishery limits as follows: 

"Article 1. The fisheries' limits off Iceland shall be 
drawn 12 nautical miles outside base lines drawn bet ween 
the following points: (baselines as defined in March 19 
1952, regulations): ' 

. '.'Article 2. :nithin the fis heries' limits all fishing ac' 
hVlhes by foreign vessels shall be prohibited in accordance 
with the provisions of Act No . 33 of June 19, 1922, concern' 
ing fishing in territorial waters. 

"Article 3. Icelandic vessels using bottom trawl, float· 
ing trawl, or Danish seine netting shall be allowed to fish 
within the fisheries' limits but outside the limits determined 
by Regulations No. 21 of Mar ch 19, 1952. 

"Before these regulations become effective special pro' 
visions about such licences shall be promulgated stating 
further about fishing zones and periods. 

"Article 4. Trawling vessels shall have all their fishing 
gear properly stowed aboard while staying at places where 
fishing is prohibited. 

"Article 5. Fisheries' statistics shall be forwarded to 
the Fiskifelag Islands (Fisheries Association of Iceland) 
in the manner prescribed by Act No. 55 of June 27, 1941, 
concerning catch and fisheries' reports. 

, 'If the Ministry of Fisheries envisages the possibility 
of overfishing the Ministry may limit the number of fishing 
vessels ~.nd the maximum cat ch of each vessel. 

"Article 6. Violations of the provisions of these regu­
lations shall be subject to the penalties provided for by 
Act No.5 of May 18, 1920, concerning prohibitior. against 
trawling; Act No. 45 of June 13, 1937, concerning Danish 
seine netting in territorial waters , Act No. 33 of June 19, 
1922, concerning fishing i n territorial waters, as amended, 
or, if the provisions of said Acts do not apply to fine s from 
Kr. 1000.00 to 100,000.00 1./. 

"Article 7. These regulations are promulgated in ac­
cordance with Act No. 44 of April 5, 1948, concerning the 
scientific conservation of the continental shelf fisheries, 
as amended by Act No . 8 1 of December 8, 1952. As soon 
as it becomes operative Regulations No. 21 of March 19, 
1952, concerning conservation of fisheries off the IcelandiC 
coasts shall cease to be effective. 

"Article 8. These regulations become effective on 
September I, 1958. 

"Ministry of Fisheries, Reykjavik, June 3D, 1958." 

According to a Reuters newS item of July 1 from Ice' 
land, that country's Fisheries Minister said the Icelandic 
contine':ltal shelf really is a part of his country ~nd IS Is o 
clearly demarked from the shelf of other countrieS . A , 
that it is only sensible that Icelanders, not foreigners, 
should work the fiShing grounds around their own counlry, 
YAbou, US$61-$6,I30. 
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India 

OFFSHORE EXPERIMENTAL 
FISHING P L AN INITIATED: 

The Government of India has decided 
to pool together the new type s of large 
mechanized vessels (a total of 21) for 
experimental fishing i.n deep-sea wa~ers. 
The fishing vessels will be grouped mto 
four fleets, one each to be established at 
Bombay, Cochin, Tuticorin, and Visak­
hapatman, for systematic exploration of 
the seas for offshore fishery resources 
in their respective regions. 

The organization of experimental fish­
ing on a regional basis will, however, be 
flexible enough to allow fishing vessels 
to be moved from one area to another, 
particularly when these cannot be oper­
ated because of monsoon or bad climatic 
conditions. This will not only ensure 
fuller use of fishing vessels but also en­
courage commercial fishing by State, 
cooperative, or private agencies, accord­
ing to the May 1958 Trade News, pub­
lished by Canada's Department of Fish­
eries. 

t:, ~ 
Israel 

RECENT DEVELOPMENTS 
_ IN THE FISHERIES: 

. The official inauguration of a new fish­
mg base at the basin off the coast of Ash­
dod, Israel, took place on June 26, 1958 , 

, states a July 2 dispatch from the United 
I States Emba~y at Tel Aviv. The selec­
tion of this new fishing base w as made 

. after investigations proved that it was 
tthe richest fishing area on Israel's south­
l ern Mediterranean coast which in the 
1March-June 1958 period alone,'y ielde d a 
t) catch of 600 metric tons of sardine s 
~ 1 ' B63ar y as much as the record catch of 

6 tons for the entire year of 1957. 

M ,.The baSin, the only one south of T e l 
: HE~ IV and onginally built by the P ale s tine 
. tlth ectrlc Corporation for its power plant 

AA er.e was turned over to the Ministry of 
. gnculture by that company for the ex -
o oclUSlVe . . 
n ile at use as a fishing base. The base 

1l1D
g 

1 operatlOns with five workers last 
ecember d lUI hin ,an at present, the Ashdod 

g ba e has 20 fishermen who ope r-

ate 2 m otor ve ssels and 4 small boats 
Apart from two Italian instructors all 
the fish e rme n a re new immigrants', most-
1y from North Afr ic a, who resid in Ash­
dod and wo rk on a percentage basts. r -
ceivin g from 4 t o 6 percent of the catch. 

Acco r ding to th e Minister of Agricul­
ture a t the de dication ceremony, +h es­
t ablishmen t of this fishing bas is re­
garded as anoth er modest step toward 
the c onversion o f A sh dod mto a major 
p ort city , wh ich is in line with th· plans 
of th e Government of I srael to erect a 
deep-se a p ort in A shdod. In the mean­
time , th e Fi sh eries Department of th' 
M inist r y i s study ing plans for the es­
t abli shment of a fish cannery in the ar'a, 
o r a branch p l ant of an already existing 
en terprise, although the Fisheries De­
p artm en t is cu rrently dealing mainly w1th 
transport and marketing problems of 
f resh fi sh . Fishing in Israel hereto had 
been concentrated largely between Tel 
Aviv - Haifa, whereas it is now intended 
to expl ore th is new rich fishing area m 
the south ern sector of the country's 11 d­
iterr anean coast. The local fishing in­
du stry currently provides only about half 
of th e fish consumed in I srael. 

Sardine Flshing: 
ishermen groups 

Fishermen .... . 
Yield of fish .... . 

F ish Cannlng Industry: 

Fis' in srae 

No. 
No. 

rut 

Metric tons I 

Enterprises ... No. 
Fish processing. . Metric tons 
Output . .. ... .. Million ~ans 
Work days .... No. 

Fishln in Ashdod 
Fishermen:-:-:­
Fishing vessels. . 
Yield of fish. . .. 

r 

14 
168 
252 

6 
.00 

I 5 
1~.OOO 

Janu rv 1958 

5 
2 

Another development in Israel's fu:;h­
eries over the past several mon hs 1 

seven-year ex" ansion plan elra\',n up b 
the Fish Breeders Union for th larg 
scale breedmg of nutria (coypu) a 0 

American rodent, in the.r fish ponel 
gether with the carp, as done ill Argen 
The Breeders' LJnion is confident tha 
will eventually be in a position to xpor 
hundreds of thousands of dollars 0 h 
furs and the late st repor+s sho tha h 
animal live s well in ponds VlthO t af. 
ing the carp 

Experiments have also b: ncar 
ou t by local fish bre d r;:, With tIl 
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buffalofish in Israel ponds, following 
the importatwn two years ago of 35 
young b u f f a 1 0 f ish from Alabama in 
the hope that they would produce a b roo d 
to coexist with local carp m the country's 
fish ponds. However, fish breeders have 
now given up hopes for th natural birth 
this season of a generation of this type 
of fish and they now intend to give th 
females hypopsis injections to speed the 
laying process. Last year th fish laid 
no eggs, although they thriv d in Isra 1 
ponds to a good Size, without producing, 
however. An arlier attempt to import 
buffalofish in the form of eggs failed 
with the death of all the fish that wer 
hatched. Even if the plann d injections 
should fail to bring results, the breeders 
will wait another year, since th r is a 
possibility that the fish may need long r 
to mature in Israel waters. Officials at 
the Dor Research Station of the Israel 
Department of Fisheries are keeping 
th fish in the best possible prespawn­
ing condition, and experts are of the 
opinion that there will be no integration 
problems as experiments have shown 
that the buffalofish and the Israel carp 
together thrive well in Israel. 

Mexico 

~~\~ » ~ 
COOPERATION O'F U. S. SHRIMP 
VESSELS FISHING OFF 
COAST REQUESTED: 

The U. S. Department of State re­
ceived a communication from the Mexi­
can Government in May 1958 requesting 
cooperation by United State s shrimp 
vessels fishing in waters off Mexico. 

The communication reque sted that 
United States shrimp vessels carry their 
net s inboard when pre sent in Mexico'S 
territorial waters and that prior author­
ization be obtained from the Mexican 
Ministry of Marine to anchor in such 
waters. It was also requested that when 
an American vessel is forced to put into 
a Mexican port, the captain, unless pre­
vented by justified physical impossibil­
ity, report personally to the authorities 
informing them of the reasons for entry 
with an estimate of the time the vessel 
will remain in Mexican waters. 

Th communication also c alled atten­
tion to. a requireme.nt that before leaving 
a Mexican port, Umted States fishingves­
sels must obtain cl aranc e (which in­
cludes approval of the vesse l l s manifest 
the bill of health, and the crew list) "ro~ 
the appropriate Mexican Consular Offi­
cial. 

Mexican national officials have re­
qu sted that American shrimp vess ·ls 
b asked to fly the United States flag and 
to p rmit identification visits by Mexi­
can naval v ssels wh n in Mexican ter­
ritorial waters and for the purpose of 
saf ty of navigation to refrain from turn­
mg off hghts and running when a Mexi­
can naval v ss 1 appears. 

Laws of the Unit d States require the 
maintenance of appropriate lighting a­
board American vessels and the failure 
to do so creates a problem of safety at 
sea. The United States, however, does 
not require United States vessels to fly 
the United States flag. This information 
is passed on to the American shrimp 
fle t so that it may know of the Mexican 
requ st in this connection for purposes 
of identificatlOn. 

The U. S Department of State is ill­
forming the Mexican Government that It 
is communicating the requ~st of the Mex­
ican Government to the United States 
shrimp i.ndustry , on the understanding, 
however, that it has reference only to 
the shrimp fleet IS acti vitie s within three 
marine miles of territorial sea recog­
nized by the United States. 

* * * * * 
VERACRU Z FISHERIES T RENDS, 
APRIL-JUNE 1958: 

Landings of 11.0 million pounds of 
fish, made off the coast of Veracruz by 
Mexican fishermen in 1957, will be equal­
ed or surpassed during the cur rent y~ar , 
indicates a United States Consulate diS­
patch (July 7, 1958) from Veracr uz . 

During April-June 1958 there were 
excellent catches of mackerel, robalo, 
and other fish . With the possible excep­
tion of the robalo in each instance, the , ar-
catches were of such size that the m . g a 
ket was temporarily flooded, cauSlll 
drop in price s In a t least one instance, 
the fishermen 'discontinued their opera-
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tions after a few days of succe ssful fish­
ing because the market price was so 
10";. There was no incentive for them 
to continue their work, even though fish 
were available in nearby waters in large 
quantitie s. 

As usual, the problem of adequate 
refrigeration facilitie s to handle large 
catches of fish continues to plague the 
Veracruz fishermen. There appears to 
be no indication of plans to build new 
refrigeration facilities in the coastal 
area to service the needs of the fisher­
men. 

Recently, a tuna resource was dis­
covered off the coast between Veracruz 
and Alvarado, but press reports indi­
cate that the resource is not too large, 
and that in any event Mexico doe s not 
possess the boats, equipment, and fish­
ermen adequate for this particular type 
of fishing. 

• Netherlands 

ANTARCTIC WHALING 
TO BE CONTINUED: 

Holland will not discontinue whaling 
expeditions with the factory ship William 
Barendsz !!, according to the Director 
of Fisheries of the Netherlands Ministry 
of Agriculture, Fisheries , and Food. 
Commenting on recent suggestions by the 
Audit Office to stop whaling expeditions 
because of the losses involved, the Di­
rector said that it would be wrong to do 
so since Holland would "cast away the 
possibility of supporting itself in the 
field of whale oil if future conditions 
should take a turn for the wor se 11 The 
Director said that it would be difficult to 
res~r:ne whaling operations once the ex­
pedltLOns were discontinued. He said that 
he w~s optimistic about Dutch whaling op­
~ratlOnsin 1958. (June 18 United States 

mbassy dispatch from Amsterdam.) 

i~SHING ASSOCIATIONS PROTEST 
ELAND'S FISHING 

. ~ EXTENSION' P . . 
rlVate fishing associations from sev-

~m European countrie s at a meeting on 

July 15, 1958 at Scheveningen discussed 
the decision of the Icelandic Government 
to extend its fishing limits from 3 to 12 
miles. The press reported that a joint 
resolution was prepared asking the gov­
ernments of the respective associations 
to urge Iceland to reconsider its decision. 
It was decided to hold a further meeting 
before September 1 to consider further 
measures provided no satisfactory solu­
tion was found. 

Although Dutch trawlers do not ordi­
narily operate off Iceland , they fear that 
the waters in which they normally fish 
may become overcrowded if the trawlers 
of other nations are displaced from Ice­
landic fishing grounds, states a July 18, 
1958, dispatch from the United States 
Embassy at the Hague. 

HERRING CATCH LOWER IN 1957: 
Landings of 166.7 million pounds of 

herring in the Netherlands in 1957 were 
the lowe st since 1945, according to the 
1956/57 report ofthe Netherlands League 
of Herring Dealers. Prices increased 
with the drop in landings, but the herring 
trade has reaped relatively little from 
the upward trend in business during the 
past few years. There is growing con­
cern about the failure to provide protec­
tive measures for Dutch herring in the 
European market. Biologists are not a­
greed on the causes of the continual de­
cline in herring catches. 

Contracts concluded with the Russians 
in 1957 called for the export of 100,000 
casks of herring. No exports of herring 
to Russia were made in 1956, states a 
June 13, 1958, dispatch from the United 
State s Consul at Rotterdam. 

0_ " 
r :'y_ -~_ s _ .... . 

New Hebrides 

TUNA FISHING INDUSTRY TRENDS: 
Reports from the tuna plant at Pal­

likulo (southwest coast of Espiritu Santo), 
New Hebrides, indicate a high percentage 
of albacore in the catches of the Japanese 
boats supplying the plant . 

Built in 1957, the plant is now in full 
operation', The plant can handle 32 tons 
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of fish a day, has smoke-curing and 
brine facilities, has a storage capacity 
of 500 tons of fish at present (with an 
additional 200-ton capacity planned), 
and also can manufacture 20 tons of ice 
(in 200-pound blocks) a day for the use 
of the fishing vessels. 

Only frozen and cured fish are being 
exported so far, but a cannery may come 
later. 

At the time that the company that op­
erates the plant was being formed, it 
was stated that a catch of 3,000 tons a 
year would b e necessary to make the 
venture worthwhile. Heaviest catches 
were an tic ip ate d during the cooler 
months. The company, a local one, set 
up the plant with United States and Jap­
anese backing and Japanese fishing 
know-how. 

Eight to twelve Japanese boats are 
working under contract for the New 
Hebrides plant . 

Norway 

COD F ISHERIES TRENDS 
T HROUGH JUNE 7, 1958: 

From January.! to June 7, 1958, 
North . orway' s total landings of young 
cod and sp a wni ng cod am 0 u n ted to 
127,987 metric tons as compared with 
1 16,244 tons :ast y ear. Of this year's 
andings, 78,3J5 tons were sold for dry­
n 30,344 tons fo r curing, and 19,308 

n::; for fresh purposes. (Fiskets Gang, 
une 12, 1958.) 

* * * * "*' 

year's and less than a third of those in 1956. For 
the fleet of some 2,600 purse seiners and drifters 
and their crew of 26,000 fishermen, the season 
was highly unremunerative. Their gross income 
was 80.3 million kroner (US$11.2 million) against 
183.0 million kroner ($25.6 million) in 1957 and 
248.7 million kroner ($34.8 million) in 1956. On 
the other hand, the equipment and operational 
costs are estimated at 125 million kroner ($16.1 
million) in 1958. 

Table 1 - Norwegian Herring Landings and 
Dlsj>osition, JanuarI-Aprll 1956-58 l 

1958 1957 1956 l 
..... (Metric Tons l ... J 

lLandings ....• 341,868 
I .... 795,615 I,H5,853 

toisPosition: 
lL 1,64J Iced or frozen. 65,007 106,299 

80,166 Curing .. 81,003 107,508 
Canning ..... 7,533 14,601 11,997 
Reduction .... 178,374 584,970 913,07 
Bait ...... 6,882 4,278 6,41 
Inland consumption 3,906 4,464 5,20 

The foreign buyers of iced winter herring got 
29,700 tons, which is 26,000 tons less than last 
year. None oCthem got what they planned. 

The production of frozen winter herring a' 
mounted to some 620,000 standard cases (about 
31,620 tons) against 870,000 cases last year. The 
industry was forced to negotiate for reduction of 
their advanced sales. The marketing prospects 
this year were good. 

The production of cured herring amounted to 
about 590,000 barrels. After a change of the ori' 
ginal sales agreement with the Soviet Umon, the 
shipment obligation for that market and for Po­
land, Eastern Germany, and Czechoslovakia a­
mounted to 475,600 barrels. The balance was 
subject to special treatment and was earmarkpd 
for customers in free markets. 

The severe cold this winter had a limiting 
effect on the operation possibilities for fat and 
small herring. Thus most of the catch of fat and 
small herring was landed through April when h~ 
conditions had improved. Last year's correspon . 
ing catch was twice as big. 

Capelin: The capelin fishery, which takes • 
place in Finnmark waters, has been very success 
fuL From mid-March to April 1958 more than all 
90,000 metric tons were landed and prac!lc;I~Y200 
for reduction. La'St year's fmal flgure was , 
tons. 

Meal: The production of hernng meal and 
-- Ad­meal of capelin amounted to 60,000 tons. 40 000 

vanced contracts for shipments abroad of . 
tons of meal had been negotiated. In addition, 
40,000 tons have to be reserved for NOrwf'g~~n 
reqUlrements . In other wordS, a consldera nd 
credit has been drawn on future productlOn'ls 'e 

. eal aval a • Norway has at present no herring m 
for further sales. 

. . . f sca rel! • 
In order to improve thiS SltuatlOn 0 I ra 

an exten£ive fishing campaign In Icelandic W 

was planned for the summer. 
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Cod Fisheries : North Norway's (Finnmarkand 
Lofoten) landings of spawning cod J anuary- April 
1958 were higher than last year·s. Nevertheless, 
they were considerably below average. The Lofo­
ten fishery yielded 33,006 metric tons as against 
22938 tons in 1957 and 63,492 tons in 1956. The 
1956 Lofoten catch is considered a normal one. 

In the Finnmark young cod fishery, the period 
from the end of March to mid - June plays an im­
portant part in the seasonal Norwegian cod fisheries. 
Certain conditions of sea temperature, wind, and 
currents tend to lead the migrating shoals of 
young cod to the waters off Finnmark at this time 
of the year, and may, if the weather permits, form 
the basis of good fishing . This season has obvi-
0usly complied with the conditions. The fishing 
has been very rich. 

ITable 2 - North Norway's (Finnmark ana Lofoten 
Spawning and Young Cod Landings and Disposition, 

January-April 1956-58 

1958 1957 1956 
... (Metric Tons) . .. 

~awning cod ........ 67,642157,975 1106,041 
lFinnmark vounl1 cod . 30112 16 413 10 814 

Total ........ · ... 97,754 74,388 116,855 

!I:>isposition: 
Dried (unsalted) . · .. 53,147 32,657 42,536 
Cured ..... . · . 28,603 32,031 56,651 
~.r freezing ... 16004 9 700 17 668 
Byproducts produced: 

Cod-liver oil .. 4,396 3,063 5,361 
Roes for curing .... 4394 2,541 3,273 
Roes for fresh purposes 1,376 1,074 1,351 

As indicated in table 2, obviously the producers 
have had much confidence in the stockfish (dried 
fish) marketing prospects. This situation seems, 
however, at least to have entered a temporary 
change. The stockfish exports developed very 
satIsfactorily last year and through January and 
February of this year. Since March, however, the 
Important African market has been a very re­
served buyer. Competition from Iceland, and per­
haps also too optimistic price demands created 
this situation. As to the Italian market: the trade 
at present can only offer insignificant quantities 
of the qualities and sizes preferred. The pros­
~ects of the Italian trade are expected to improve 
In July and onwards, when this year's production 
~~ dr~ and ready for shipment. Italy prefers the 
Ig size Lofoten fish which this year ought to com­
~and a high export p'rice . In any case the produc-

P
lo,n IS not too big, and producers have paid ahigh 
rice for the raw fish. 

SUlrh~ smaller pro?uction of salted cod is .a re­
(d ' 0 poor marketmg prospects for kliplflSh 
inr~ed salted cod). The deflationary development 
chie~azll has ,stopp~d exports. As Brazil is the 
bei Norwegian klipfish market, every effort is 
On ~~ made In order to normalize the situation. 
Fr e Portuguese market low-priced offers from 
dU::~~h Iceland, and partly Newfoundland has re­
Alto e e sales p~ospects for Norwegian klipfish. 
are f ther the bright spots of the klipfish trade 

ew. 

Iced fish and frozen cod has moved rather well 
this year. 

Cod~liver oil and other fish oils are moving 
, slowly m dull markets. (Norwegian Fishing News, 
vol. 5, no. 1.) 

* * * * * 
EXPOR TS OF FISHERY 
PRODUCTS, 1957: 

Norwegian exports of fishery products 
and byproducts during 1957 amounted to 
724,684 metric tons, valued at US$186.6 
million, according to Norwegian Fishing 
News (no. 1, vol. 5, 1958). 

I Norweliian EXDorts of Flsherv Products and Byproducts, 195' 

Product 

Fresh herring .. ' . , , ' . , , . ' . , .... . 

I
Frozen herring ..•. ... .. . , ...... . 
Fresh fish. , .... , ... ' ..... ' . , .. . 

I
Fresh fillets ......... , .... , . . . ' . 
Frozen fi sh, round , . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . 
IFrozen fillets ." ... , ....... , .. ,. 
Stockfish (dried unsalted fish) , .... , . 

~
FiSh' salted and dried (Klipfish) .. , . , , , . 

alted herring , •....... , , .. , ..... 
alted fish. , , . .. , .. , , . , ... , .. , . , 

~alted smoked herring , .. . " . . .. , .. 
~ellfish " .. , .... "., ..... , ... 
Canned fish (all kinds) . ....... , .. , .. 

i
alted cod roe •.... , ...... , ..••.. 
erring meal .. ""',".,.,"'" 
roundfish meal " ... ,.,, "', .. '. 
eaweed meal , . , , , , , . , . , ..... .. , . 

'Fish-liver meal , , . , , .... , , , ' , , , , . 
:whale-meat meal , , . , , ... , , .. .. .• , 
Fish oils and fish-liver oils. , , , , , , , .. 
!Refined hardened oils and fats made of 

aauatic animal oils edible and inedible, , . 
Total, , , ,. ., .. ,.,""',",' 

* * * * * 

1957 
Quantity 

Metric 
Tons 

5'f;138 
45,686 
26,375 

316 
7,872 

17,318 
36,040 
42,193 
62,883 

9,942 
4,004 
2,897 

42,881 
1,387 , 

120.,468 
14,231 

7,342 
920 

10,106 
141,697 

72,988 
24,684 

FISHING LIMITS PROBLEM 
CONSIDERED BY STORTING: 

Value 
1,000 
US$ 

3';839 
4,009 
6,417 

100 
4,152 
6,237 

21,772 
20,058 

8,381 
2,324 

833 
4,034 

24,284 
239 

20,005 
1,921 

415 
139 

1,285 
34,166 

21,941 
186,551 

In answer to a question on fishing 
limits raised in the l\lorwegian Storting 
on June 18, 1958. the Foreign Minister 
stated that if the problem continues, 
Norway will be forced to extend its fish­
ery limits. He stated further that: (1) 
Norway was not in agreement with the 
decision made by Iceland to extend its 
fishing limits to 12 miles; (2) the prob­
lem is much broader than whether or not 
Iceland and the Faroe Islands will con­
sider Norwegian fishing interests and al­
so hinges on whether these States are 
willing to consider interests connected 
with maintenance and strengthening of 
the II Law of the Seas;" (3) the best meth­
od of changing fisheries boundaries is by 
international agreement; (4) for Iceland 
and the Faroe Islands the 12-mile fishing 
limits merely mean a delay until an in-
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ternational conference is held; (5) the 
Norwegian Government strongly desires, 
through informal, friendly discussions 
with Iceland to find a way out of present 
situation and would like to see such dis­
cussions take place with all countries 
directly concerned with fishing in north­
ern waters; (6) Norwegians understand 
the Danish position in proposing a re­
gional conference and will participate to 
protect Norwegian interests if a confer­
ence is held, but doubt that open formal 
negotiations will lead to agreement; and 
(7) if negotiations fail, a situation might 
arise in the fall of 1958 forcing Norway 
to take measures to "protect fishing 
banks along our own coast against re­
sults of trawlers from many countries 
being denied access to traditional fish­
ing areas in the western part of the or­
wegian Sea." (D. S, Embassy, Oslo, dis­
patch of June 19, 1958.) 

SHRIMP FISHERY: 
About 1954 a large increase took place 

in the shrimp fishery in Rogaland, or­
way . Before that, shrimp were landed 
with an annual value of about 3 million 
kroner (DS$420,OOO), Since the fishery 
began on the Skudesnes grounds, shrimp 
have been landed with an annual value of 
8 -9 million kroner (DS$l.l-l. 3 million), 
and this prominent fishery continues. 
The shrimp fishermen, however, have 
taken to sea, and quite a number of them 
have made good catches . Frequently 
shrimp fishermen have landed catches 
of 1,300-1,800 pounds in two-day trips, 
and those really fortunate have landed 
more than 2,200 pounds. As prices rise 
in the course of the winter to 5-6 kroner 
per kilogram (32-39 D, S, cents a pound) 
heads on, even small catches may give 
reasonable incomes to the fishermen. 

Before the Skudesnes grounds were 
discovered, most of the shrimp catches 
were landed in Egersund. Since that 
time a number of shrimp landing stations 
have been erected, On the Karmci>y there 
now exist three such shrimp landing sta­
tions, two in Skudesneshavn, and one in 
Aakrehavn, with 150 workers employed 
during the better part of the season, 

. The nu~ber. of vessels participating 
m the shnmp fishery has also increased-_ 
200 shrimp trawlers are operating onthe 
shrimp grounds in spring and summer 
and a good half of the fleet belongs to ' 
Karmci>y. In the south ernmost part of the 
Rogaland County there also exists a num ­
ber of landing stations for shrimp, first 
of all in Egersund, where several land­
ing stations and shrimp plants are situ­
ated but also in Store Sirevaag where a 
considerable quantity of shrimp is land­
ed every year. 

One year ago a prominent exporting 
firm established its own landing station 
and freezing plant in Stavanger, where 
all kinds of fish are received for distn­
bution to the different markets inland and 
abroad. Production of fish fillets 1S an 
important part of the activities of this 
prominent sales organization. Thisfirm 
had a record-breaking year in 1957, with 
a total sale s turnover of 17 million kron­
er (DS$2.4 million), apportioned between 
shrimp, fish, and lobster. 

Very great quantities of shrimp are 
found off the North Sea grounds, some­
times far at sea, and at other times quite 
near the shore. When the shrimp fishery 
started on the Skudesnes grounds, the 
shrimp were caught just one hour'sJour­
ney west of Geitungen; later on, however, 
the shrimp trawlers went to the Reef. 
Thus, the favorable places for the fish­
ery changes. The shrimp fishery depends 
to a rather large extent on fair weather 
conditions. A number of Egersund trawl­
ers are carrying on the shrimp fishery 
all year round, and those most successful 
may have shares of about 11,000 kroner 
(DS$l,540). 

Shrimp trawling also yield a consider­
able quantity of mixed fish catches, WhICh 
supply one half of the feed necessaryfor 

the important Norwegian mink-breedl~g 
industry, which operates with export fIg­
ures of some 60 million kroner (US$8.4 
million) a ye ar . 

The failure of this winter's herring 
fishery will certainly lead to an inc.reased 

activity in the Norwegian shrimpflshery. 
(Norwegian Fishing News, no. 1, vol. V, 
1958.) 
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WHALING FIRMS TERMINATE AGREE­
MENTSWITH OFFICERS AND CREWS: 

Press reports from Norway state that 
. all Norwegian whaling companies have 
. sent termination notices to their officers 
:and crews, totaling some 5,000 men. 
' The reasons given by the companies for 

is action are that the whale-oil market 
dhas become increasingly weaker in re­
!)Cent years, that more than half of last 
:year's production is still unsold, and 
OOlat the prospects for further sales in 
tthe near future are not bright. Refer­
Iring to the enormous costs of sending 
w.rhaling expeditions to the Antarctic, 
each company stated in its notices that 
Us participation in the 1958 / 59 season 
LS uncertain. One whaling company stated 
t:o the press that the action was a means 
of giving the companies a free hand in 
GEl. situation of uncertainty. The company 
djeclared, however, that there will still 
be some Norwegian whaling. 

The whaling companies are in a dif­
:ricult situation. With large stocks of 

nsold whale oil and a declining market, 
-tI}ey are increasingly reluctant to invest 
rtIhe large sums required each year to 

. ()()outfit expeditions to the Antarctic (Unit­
ted States Embassy in Oslo, di spatch 
adiated June 6, 1958). 

t 
I I.SHIl'iIG VESSELS TO BE 

~~QUlPPED WITH DIESEL ENGINES: 
The program for mechanization of 

°akistan's commercial fishing fleets 
as accelerated following the arrival 

~bout April 1958) of 70 Danish marine 
lesel engines purchased under the U. S. 

,: ternational Cooperation Administra­
uon:s (lCA) commodity aid program for 

.:.. °aklstan. 

, Fifty of the engine s were delivered 
o Karachi for installation in West Paki­

-1ttan f' 
:0 lshing vessels and 20 have arrived 
~ ;hittagong for use by East Pakistan 
- LS

b 
~rmen, according to the P aki stan 

)O\JU lication Dawn. 

The 70 marine engines, of 10,20, and 
30 horsepower, will be allocated to m­
dividual fishermen by a committee set 
up by the Central Fisheries D partm 'nt . 
Ten additional similar small engines 
were due to arrive in Karachi and 81 
more engines with larger horsepower 
ratings were due to arrive m July or 
August 1958. 

The engines and spare parts imported 
under the ICA pro gram at a cost of 
US$500,000, will provide several impor­
tant benefits to P akistan. They will per­
mit fishing vessels to go farther to sea, 
where they can explore new f ish i n g 
grounds and the boats will be able to re­
turn to port faster with fresher catches. 

Also, it is expected that boats equip­
ped with the Diesel marine engines will 
be able to double their catch of edible 
fish, bringing more cash income to the 
fishermen and providing more high pro­
tein food for the consumers (Trade News, 
Canada's Department of Fisheries, May 
1958). 

Philippines 

CANNED FISH RETAIL AND 
WHOLESALE PRICES, JULY 1, 1958: 

Retail and wholesale prices onJuly 1, 
1958, for canned sardine s in l\Ianila 
were: 

Product 

Canned Sardines: 
~---U. S. brand .. 

Japan brand .. 
~Sahnon: 

U. S. brand . • 
J aI'.an brand 

Portugal 

I 

: I 

Wholesale 
JS$/cs. 

(48 lS-oz. cans) 
15.25 
10.90 

(48 16-oz. cans) 

. ..... 
M 

30.25 
31. SO 

. ..-'-# 

Retail 
Si can : 
(lS-oz.) 

32 . 5-35 
22.5-27.5 

- ~ 

(16-oz. ) 
70-75 J 
70-75 

CANNE D FISH EXPORTS, 
JANUARY-APRIL 1958: 

Portugal's exports of canned fish ~ur~­
ing J anuary-April 1958 amounted to 11,8 {5 
metric tons (1,127, 000 cases), va.:u d at 



94 C MM E RC I L I ISIIERI ·'5 H. • V . W Vol. 20, 9 o. 

Portugal (Contd.): 

US$10.0 million, as compar d with 13,253 
tons, valued at US$8.5 million, for th 
sam period in 1957. Sardin in ollv > 

oil export d during th fil'st four month s 
of 1958 amount d to 12,496 ton , v hI! d 
at US$6.9 million. 

Sardill<!s lD ollv od . • • • • • • 
Sardtnellke h.dl In 011\, 011 •• • 

Sardine & sardlDclikc fish In brlD 
Tuna & tunallke fish Ul ollv 011 

una & tWlahk fub 1lI brw 
ackerel 1lI olive 0 II 

* * * 
CANNED FISH PACK, 
JANUARY-FEB UARY 1958: 

Th total pack'of canned flSh for Jan­
uary-February 1958 amount d to 3,037 
metrlC tons as compar d i th 3,129 tons 
for the same period 10 1957. Cann d 
sardines in oil 0,986 tons) accounted 
for 65.4 percent of the January-F bru­
ary 1958 total pack, higher by 11.4 P r-

PortuQuese Canned Fish Pack lanuarv-Febru:u">, 1958 

Product Net I Cann rs 
Vieiaht VOllue 

i Metric I US$ 
lons 1,000 

I!£ Olive Oil: 
Sardines 1,980 1,152 
Sardinclike fish • 201 92 
Anchovy fillets 653 581 
TWla ..... 66 60 
Other species (in~l·. ~'~lifish) : 33 21 

In Brine: 
Sardinelike fish • 42 5 

Other species I 56 10 
I Total • . . . • . . • . . .• I 3 037 1 1 921 
Fote: Values converted at rate of 28.75 escudos equals 

US$l. 

k oj 1,782 tons for the 
of 1(5 7, th • .Jun Conservas 

...;....=~ r por s. 

* * * * * 

,. 
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Portugal (Contd.) : 

Tuna Industry: The proposed Second Development 
P1Points out that Portugal presently produces about one 
pe~~ent of the total world production of tuna. This percent­

e is expected to be doubled by reason of an mvestment 
~r 92 mil lion escudos (US$3,220,OOO) in the tuna industry 
during 1959-1964. 

Investments include the acquisition of 6 large vessels of 
the tuna - clipper type, 17 vessels for local and coastal fish­
ing and the construction of freezing facilities. The 6 large 
clipper-type vessels are to be capable. of extending their 
fishing operations as far as Angola whlle based 10 Portugal 
or the Azores. 

Freezing facilities , of unspecified size, are to be built in 
the Azores and northern Portugal. These facilities would 
be utilized for freezing tuna l anded by the coastal vessels 
during fou r months of the year. In addition, the freezing 
facilities in the A zores would be used during the remaining 
months as storage warehouses for meat produced in the 
iSlands pending shipment to markets where meat may be 
in short supply. 

The proposal observes that the important development 
in the tuna industry is to change from traditional coastal 
fishing to long-distance, high-seas fishing in order that the 
industry may profit from Portugal's "privileged position" 
and the favorab le conditions under which it can compete 
in foreign markets. The freezing of tuna, the proposal con­
tinues, has increased the advantage of fishing nations in 
supplying raw materials to ('anning nations. No difficulty 
is foreseen in selling frozen tuna abroad because the United 
States market is considered to be far from saturated and 
recently European markets, especially Italy and France, 
have been paying better prices for fish received directly 
from fishing vessels. 

The discussion of the development of the tuna industry 
during the period of the Second Development Plan tends to 
reflect the intention for Portugal to concentrate on becom­
'ng a supplier of raw materials (frozen tuna) rather than a 
supplier of the finished product. The proposal points out 
that the majority of nations which do not produce sufficient 
tuna for their canning industry do not tax imports of frozen 
tuna. On the other hand, however, imports of canned tuna 
are subject to import duties which are sometimes very high. 
The proposal concludes with the observation that the eco­
nomical exploitation of the frozen tuna trade would free 
Portugal from the vagaries and unce~tainties inherent in the 
exploitation of other products for which the more industri­
alized nations do not have such a "prime need." 

Cod-Fishing Industry: The government proposes an in­
vestment of 210 million escudos (US$7,350,OOO) for the con­
struchon of 10 new cod-fishing vessels during the Second 
SIx -Year Development Plan. The 10 vessels will add about 
9,000 metrk tons of dried cod to the present production. 

This estimate of cod-fishing fleet requirements is based 
upon a 1957 per capita consumption of cod of 8.4 kilograms 
(18.5 Pounds) and an anticipated annual net population in­
crease in continental Portugal of 56,000 people. The pro­
POsal eShmates that by 1964 not less than 74 000 metric 
tons of dried cod must be made available to ~1ainland con­
~umers annually, of which the Portuguese cod-fishing in­
fusttry should supply 63,800 metric tons. In view of the 
~c that national production during the 1957/58 season 

YIelded 54,049 metric tons of dried cod an 18-percent in­
crease will be required to achieve the desired goal. 

, of ~~ the 10 cod - fishing vessels to be launched by the end 
; and f~;econd Development Plan, six are to be line trawlers 
'tend r otter trawlers. The proposal takes notice of the 
'ton ency for advanced fishing countries to increase the 
o cie~age of ItS fishing vessels for greater operating effi-
o otte;~ and comments that this argues in favor of boilding 
I Portu r~wlers rather than line trawlers. In the case of 
• tnent for,,~owever, because of the need to provide employ­
e the p the great surplus of fishermen that exists along 

ortuguese co t" 1 o centage of I as, p us the fact that a higher per-
, tnethods th: rger hsh can b~ captured by trawl line 
v vessels.' declSlon was made to build both types of 

Although no funds are earmarked for that purpose, the 
proposal states that, as a loglcal corollary to the develop 
ment of the fishing fleet, three new cod-drymg Installatlons 
are to be constructed during the period of the plan. Thes 
three new installations, together with the flve which alrcnd, 
exist, would assure regularity in the supply of dried cod­
fish. 

The government concludes ltS proposal for lmprove­
ments in the cod-fishing industry by stahng that the In­
dustry should give prime conSideration to the constructlOn 
of a cod research and exploration vessel. Funds for the 
construction of such a vessel, the government says, would 
be supplied not only by the owners of the cod - flshing fle t 
and the various cod organizations, but also by other segments 
of the fishing industry. 

Trawl Fishing: The otter trawl fishing industry suppbes 
the Portuguese market with all types of fresh and frozen 
fish for domestic consumption, except sardines. The trawl­
er neet is made up of hlgh-seas trawlers and coastal trawl­
ers. 

The government proposes an investment of 202 mlltion 
escudos (US$7,070,OOO) in the trawl fishing industry durIng 
the 1959-1964 period. This investment would result in the 
construction of ten high-seas trawlers and five coastal 
vessels. 

At the present time, eight large hlgh-seas trawlers are 
under construction and will be completed before the end of 
1958. These vessels are not included in the Second Develop­
ment Plan. These eight trawlers will have an annual pro­
duction capacity of 14,400 metric tons of fish which, the 
proposal points out, is 30.2 percent of the total capacity of 
the present fleet. With the addition of the ten vessels to be 
constructed during the period of the second pia n, the fieet 
will have a total annual production capacity of 83,636 m tric 
tons. This constitutes an increase of 75.5 percent over the 
present annual capacity of the fleet. 

Although some of the new ships to be constructed will 
replace others now in operation, since the new vessels. are 
bigger, faster, and better equipped, the proposal antlcl­
pates a substantial increase in ability to capture greater 
quantities of fish under more economical condlhons. In fact. 
the proposal points out that the goal set constltutes the maxI­
mum expansion that is practicable without resultmg In over­
production. 

As concerns coastal fishing, ten vessels are presently 
under construction and will be put into serVlce during the 
1957/58 fishing season. Five more vessels are to be con­
structed during the course of the Second Development Plan 
The total annual capacity of these 15 vessels IS estlmated 
at 9 600 metric tons. Although the net increase 10 annual 
cap~cit.l' of the coastal fishing fleet will be somewhat less 
than 9 600 metric tons because some of the new shIps WI I 
replac'e older ones, the increa3e is consldered to be the 
maximum permissible in Vlew of the prellmmary lOO!~atlOns 
of overfishing on the continental shelf. 

Shellfish: A total of 6 million escudC's (US$210,CJOI are 
to be invested in the development of the crustae ear l'1d t 1-
valve industry. While nco specific projects are lab r ted, 
the general aim is to intenslfy the capturing of c. ster n 
other crustaceans and pOSSIbly teo bUIld an oyster -treatU' 
station should local demand warrant. 

Whaling Industry A total of 8 mill1e.r es udos (t ~$28 
are to be invested 10 the whal1ng lOdustry dur ng tr 
Development Plan. Part oJf these flOe'S w I be r 
from loans and part will be lOvestmert IY w al.ng 
owners. 

Of the total amount to be ,"vested In the .. haLr g 
dustry, 6 million escudos (l S$210,OOC) wile "I t 
acquire equipment for reductlOn of whall'lg tyPr lu t 
This equipment WIll be mstalled 1'1 vessels pr se I 
without it. The balance of the investlJ'ents WI I g 
ward re-equipping the Tercelra a 1d Sa'1 !lguL " a 
zones in the Azores. 

Local Fishing: Se.-called le.ca. flshIng s ar r 
by individual owners of small craft 1'1 the lIT r ed a e 
ity of the fishing ports Each fls erman w.)rks 
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Portug al (Coni d.) : 

Canneries purchas d 24.0 P rc nt or 
1,456 tons of the> sardmes (valu d at 
US$81,000 ex-vessel or $55.63 a ton) 
during April. Only 45 tons \' r salt d, 
and the balance of 4,569 tons, or 75.3 
percent of the total was purchas d for 
the fresh fish market. 

Matosinhos lead all other ports m 
April landings of sardines v. ith 2, 39 1 
tons or 39.4 percent , follow d by S etuba l 
1,650 tons (27.2 percent), and P eni ch 
971 tons (16.0 percent). 

Other Fishing: T h e Ap r il 1958 land­
ings of fish other than s ardines consi s t ­
ed of 418 t ons (value US$55, 6 5 2 ) of chin­
chard, and 477 tons (value US$ 35,582) of 
anchovies . (Con servas d e Peixe, June 
1958.) ---

-

Spain 

Th Sprun h co f s hmg fl t operates 
on th bank s off. ' 0 ndland and Lab­
rador h '1" th cod is m ch smaller 
than th a t fou nd in th at'r off Ic eland, 
F ro Island s , d ~ ·orway. Becau-eof 
th di s anc from i s hom port and the 
lack o f f1' h va er on Jour neys last .~ 
about thr ~ mo nths h Spani sh fleet is 
not a bl ' t o cl an, store , and refr 'gerate 
n " lv -caught f1 h as \ 11 a those who 
set ~ut to Sea on' day and r tu rn to port 
the ne xt \'ith th i1' catch ~ . 

W t-salt d cod imm di at ely after be ­
ing cau ght, ar split and breade.d, t 
thoroughly \\ ash d, and p acked in sal

et They ar th n stacked o n piles 6-7fe 
high , and after a p riod of one weekthe 
stack is turn d ove r in order to draw 

Th con-off some of th excess water . e f' sh 
d . d 1 version of wet - s alt d fish into rie 

can be done by the sun-drying process 
or th hot - air v aporation method. 
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Spain (eontd.): 

In the first method the sun in northern 
climates during the late spring and sum­
mer months is well suited for drying or 
curing the wet-salted fish, which are 
placed on stone slabs for drying. The 
Icelandic trade name for dry fish is 
"Klipfisk" (stone fish). The sun slowly 
evaporates the excess water so that the 
Klipfisk contains about 42 percent mois­
ture. This fish is whiter, has a better 
appearance, and tastes better than cod 
artificially cured by hot-air, the only 
drying process possible in Spain. This 
method is also utilized in Iceland, Nor­
way, and the Faroe Islands when the r e 

_ is little sunshine. Drying by evaporation 
1 in hot-air tunnels requires about 3 t o 4 
• days. 

Spain produces approximately 50,000 
, tons of dried cod annually, and also im­
sports 20,000 tons during the same p eriod. 
• All of the imported product enters Spain 
t through the Port of Bilbao and is stored 
Un warehouses in this city and in Barce ­
P ona. Last year the imported dry cod 
n{as purchased from the Faroe Island s 
0(7,000 tons); Norway (6,000 tons ); Ice land 
0(4,000 tons); Newfoundland (2,00 0 tons) ; 
sand Greenland (1,000 tons). 

Fish Lan din g s: During the months 
of March, April, and May of this year 

oover 15,391 tons of fish, valued at ap­
qproximately 76 million pesetas (US$1.8 
trnill~on), were caught wi thin the province 
Xlf Vlzcaya as compared with 18,283 tons, 
fW~rth about 81 million pesetas (US$1.9 

lilion), for the same period in 1957 . 
%e decrease this year was due to the 
'carcity of anchovies in local wate rs dur ­

.iLng March. In April they came in r egu -
, arly and in great quantities, although not 
, s much as in the neighboring ports in 

• ::>antander province where cannerie s u r ­
ently hired farmers housewive s mine 

WlO k ' , r ers, and children to handle the enor-
l mous quantities of anchovies. 

* * * * * 
• W\'IG 
- --ffh;kSHER1E TRENDS MAY 1958: 

ii\ge a~~~a~~~, Landings at the V igo, Spain, Fish Ex-
, Dlnc reas n e to 9.0 mi l lIon pounds dur ing May 1958, 
I llWllonth a de ~ about 0 .9 m i llion pounds over the preceding 
I 1.& 195;1 a out the sam e amount above May 1957. The 
• rt. e 01 a~ndln~s were valued a t US$1 ,059,000 , an in-
• ,~ re Sed va~ut " 7 perc ent In value over May 1957. The 

ue thiS May was du e to t he lnilatlOnary trend 

in fresh fish pric e ' and to ln r g r cat hes r 
pensive spe c ie s. 

Leading spec i es sold ove r the Fish F; ha 
and small hake (2. 1 mi ll ion pounds), hors 
millIOn pounds) , and sa rd ines (l.O mt 1 or p 
landings i nc r e a sed 422 me t riC t lOS )V r t 
figure of 20 t ons. 

E xports: Unde r an accord b ~ t wee n the I'or I n t x 
change Institute and the Ruma~lan tat Bank (ela <d a -
uary 28 , 1958), Spain will ship to that coul'tr 0,0 0 
worth o f canned fish products. The necor':! "'11 r r r 
a pe r iod of one year. 

Landings 1957: T h e NatIOnal Economic Cou 
mates t he Spanish fishenes landings 1t 810,!82 m 
for t he year 1957, an Index of 124,8 uslnc 't 1 5 
sea Son as a base . This compan's .... lIh a'l IOd 
i T! 1956 a nd 118.1 in 1955. 

Lawy ers for Ire IndustrJ m Intaln t t 
read ing " In no case shal: the exemptlon bf' 
cent" r eveals the legislative lnle'll, a d t t 
r ead ing, "the exemp ion shall be r 
terpreted .n that light. Opinion 5 tha th 
of 90 pe r cent .... 11. be c "pled .. tim 
recour se t o the court III no be 

7 

r 
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Spain (Contd. ): 

tnes. The artICle strt!ssed that Spain IS not commltl 'd to 
a free exchange of goods, but only to • nlurglng pr. s. nt • x­
changes. 

The magazine also discussed the pOSSlhllltllS of ne'" 
markets for fish products behInd th. Iron (urt Ill. flu 
great potential mark t, said the magazine, IS another good 
reason for exporters 10 orgBf1lZe and presenl a Urllt cl 
front, or the buyers (the Iron Curla.1n Countne ), .... ill have 
the bargaining advantage. 

Surinam 

SHRIMP FISHERY TRE.~DS, • lAY 1958: 
Problems of net r pairs and a single 

vessel operation continu d to b s t the 
Surinam shrimp fishery tn lay. Th 
Coquette made four trips with tworughts 
of trawling for each trip. Catche s for 
each trip were 450 pounds, 300 pound , 
140 pounds, and 220 pounds, resp ctiv -
1)', a total of 1,110 pounds. 

Work on the ice plant at the Para­
maribo shrimp-processing plant con­
tinues and the refrigeration quipment 
is now on hand. Construction is expect­
ed to be completed in two months. Work 
on the pier has been started. 

A United States citizen was in Suri­
nam during this perlOd looking over the 
shrimp fishing prospects. His discus­
sions have indicated some interest in the 
Trinidad-Belem area, possibly using 
Paramaribo as a base. 

The Director of the Surinam Fisher­
ies Service and the local biologist work­
ing here for the Dutch Foundation, held 
a press conference early in June to dis­
cuss research results of the last year or 
so. Reference was made to the survey 
results of the U. S. Bureau of Commer­
cial Fisherie s exploratory fishing ves­
sel M/V Oregon and the locally-owned 

v 'ss '1 Coqu·tt·, th Unit d States Consul 
at Para~bo r 'port ·d on Jun' 11,1958. 

Sweden 

TED: 

srv 

In th of h dL h Gov rnment 
m asur s tak n L VIola LOn of ese regu­
lations con Ltute an infrmg men on the 
op n s as, and th Sw d sh Government 
has continually f ~l obliged to lodge ts 
prot st and 0 r rv 0 1 If 1 S r gh 5 

as s on a~ Lt 1 arns of decre s or proc -
ama LOns to thIS eff c . 

At th r "c ntly concluded Conference 
on th International La", of th Sea, the 

\v dish Gov rnmen pr sented a pro­
posal for universal control of terr' onal 
wat r limi s it is further said in the note. 
Laving c r 'ain xcep ional ca es out of 
account, this propo sal stated that every 
country could lay claim to maximum ter ­
ritorial \ ... -at rs of six nautical miles. 

At the closing stag of the Conference 
the Swedish Governm nt in seektng to 
help reach a compromis~ settlement, felt 
that it could give its support to a Untted 
States proposal which granted states .the 
right to claim territorial waters of SIX 

nautical miles and a fishing zone of SIX 
nautical miles outside these waters. 
This proposal, however, carried a. pr~­
visa stipulating that countries, WhICh ~n 
the past five years had conduc~ed fishtng 
within the said zone, had the nght to 
continue such fishing. Inasmuch as the 

C nfer­proposal was not adopted by the 0 

ence, the Swedish Government has re­
verted to its previous standpoint. 
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Sweden (Contd.): 

The Swedish Government recommends 
that the measure s which may be found de­
sirable for the control of fishing in the 
areas under que stion should be princi­
pally achieved by cooperation between 
the states which conduct fishing in these 
waters and which therefore have a com­
mon interest in the matter. It therefore 
hopes that the Icelandic Government will 
consider the possibility of negotiations 
between the countries most directly con­
cerned with the aim of reaching a solu­
tion satisfactory to all parties. (The 
Swedish-International Press Bureau, 
Stockholm, July 16, 1958.) 

~ 
Tunisia 

UNDERWATER LIGHTS FOR SARDINE 
FISHING FLEET PLANNED: 

The Government of Tunisia plans to 
equip all of its sardine fishing fleet with 
new-type underwater lights for night 
fishing. According to a report from an 
official of the Food and Agriculture Or­
ganization (FAO), it is expected that the 
proposed project- - which is a result of 
underwater experiments performed with 
the assistance of F AO experts- -will re­
sult in a considerable increase in the 
sardine catch and will also reduce the 
fishing fleet's expenditures by about 
$2,800 per night of fishing. 

The FAO representative in Tunisia 
stated that the Tunisian Government 
plans to equip one-third of its fishing 
fleet this year and the rest of the fleet 
next year. He added that during this 
year, the Government will equip some 
30 or 40 vessels with Diesel generators 
and about 60 other vessels with the new­
type.underwater lights . Next year, h e 
contmued, the rest of the fleet will b e 
equipped according to plan. 

. At present, approximately 1,000 Tu­
niSlan fishermen are engaged in sardine 
fish' 10 mg ~t.~ght. Government-supported 
. an faCllihes make it possible for the 

hShermen to buy the new equipment 
through fishery coope ratives. 

d During 1957, FAO fishery experts 
emonstrated to Tunisian fishermen 

the m ethods of fishing with underwater 
lights. 

Union of South Africa 

PILCHARD-MAASBANKE R INDUSTRY 
JANUARY-MARCH 1958: ' 

With another good month in March, 
the Union of South Africa Cape west coast 
pilchard and maasbanker (jack mackerel) 
catch for the first quarter of 1958 totaled 
57,640 metric tons--56,104tonspilchards 
and 1,536 tons maasbanker. Also landed 
during the first three months of this year 
were 18,256 tons of mackerel. 

Returns released by the Division of 
Fisheries show that 23,321 tons of pil­
chards, 77 tons of maasbanker, and 
1,346 tons of mackerel were caught in 
March. These figures compare with 
24,208 tons pilchards, 709 tons maas­
banker, and 49 tons mackerel in March 
1957; and 39,593 tons pilchards and 
4,043 tons maasbanker in March 1956. 

The March fish catch yielded 4,354 
tons fish meal, 126,753 gallons fish body 
oil, 908,775 pounds canned pilchards, 
768 pounds canned maasbanker, and 
279,984 pounds canned mackerel. •'". 

" :~~~ 
<"IT ' 

United Kingdom 

EXPORTS OF FROZEN COD FILLETS 
TO U. S. S. R. INCREASED: 

Quick-frozen cod fillets will be ex­
ported from the United Kingdom to the 
U. S. S. R. in larger quantities than orig­
inally expect ed. Early this year, a com­
bination of eight firms located at the 
ports of Hull, Grimsby, and Fleetwood, 
contracted to export 4,000 long tons of 
frozen cod fillets between March 1 and 
September 1. This amount was then 
stepped up by 550 tons. Now, the con­
tract has been extended by 1,500 tons, 
bringing the total amount to 6,050 tons. 

It has been proposed that provision 
of the additional cod fillet exports should 
initially be divided betwe~n the. Hull and 
Grimsby firms in the ratio of five to three, 
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United Kingdom (Contd.): 

respectively, since the Fleetwood firms 
may not be able to supply more than the 
amount agreed to in the original contract. 
Thus, of the total amount exported un­
der the new contract, Hull will supply 
about 57 percent, Grimsby about 35 per ­
cent, and Fleetwood, 8 percent. 

Terms of the new contract have not 
yet been disclosed but it is understood 
that the ex-vessel price of the cod will 
be lower than the minimum summer 
price. Disposals of cod for freezing 
and export have been a means of ab­
sorbing unsold summer surpluses . (The 
Fishing ews, July 11, 1958.) 

****~~ 

FISH CATCH WILL BE SERIOUSLY 
AFFECTED BY 12-MILE 
FISHING LIMITS: 

In reply to questions raised in the 
British Parliament during the week of 
June 16, 1958, concerning the effect of 
the proposed Iceland and Faroe Islands 
12-mile fishing limits, the British Mini­
ster of Agriculture, Fisheries, and Food 
stated that the effect would be very se­
rious. 

According to the Minister, about 40-
to 50-percent of the British fish catch 
comes from fishing grounds around Ice­
land and the Faroes, and about 13-per­
cent of the total catch is taken within 
the proposed 12-mile fishing limits. 

*~,~,** 

PARLIAl\lENT RAISES QUESTIONS 
o PROPOSED ICELANDIC 
FISHDIG LL\UT: 

On July 2 there were a number of 
questlOns in the British House of Com­
mO.1S addressed to the Foreign Secre­
tar. c0ncerning unilateral actions by 
c rtall1 Governments, particularly Ice­
land, to xtend territorial waters \\ith 
r sp ct to xclusi ve fishing zone s. In 
hi r ply to th se que stions the Foreign 
S cr ary stated that the British Govern­
m nt had made it absolutely clear that 
1 ould not accept unilateral declara-
lOn of thiS character and that any 

chang s must b arriv d at by negotia-

tion. He said that such negotiations 
might take the form of an international 
conference covering all the countries of 
the world, a regional conference, or bi­
lateral negotiations. He also said that he 
was anxious to arrive at a solution of the 
problem by anyone of these three meth­
ods of negotiation. 

He added that the Icelandic regula­
tions do not come into force until Septem­
ber 1958 and that it was the hope of the 
British Government that in the interven­
ing time "we shall arrive at a mutually 
acceptable settlement by negotiation " 

* * * * * 
PROGRESS IN UNDER­
WATER RESEARCH: 

One of the great difficulties about im­
proving the performance of the fishing 
trawl is that everything has to be done 
by trial and error, for no one knows Just 
how a trawl behaves on the bottom of the 
sea in deep water. 

An underwater camera has, however, 
been developed and is now being carried 
by the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries 
and Food fishery research vessel Ernest 
Holt, which sailed with it in mid-June for 
the Bear Island fishing grounds on anoth­
er scientific expedition. 

The camera which use s ordinary 35 
mm. film, is fitted with electronic flash 
gear and devices which enable it to.be 
set to take a series of pictures at f1xed 
intervals. It can be set to be triggered 
off by a plummet device when it is the 
right distance above the sea bottom 01' 

it can be set to start taking pictures at 
any set depth. 

Already most successful pictures 
have been taken of the bottom of the ~ea 
at 100 fathoms and shoals of fish Wh1Ch 

, d r had been detected by the echo-soun e 
d'd ot have also been photographed and 1 n 

appear to have been disturbed by the 
momentary flashes. 

At the moment the camera docS no.tsh 
indicate the approximate size of.the;l e­
so pictured but the device is bemg ev

1
" I.. 

, h' s~~ loped and there is little doubt that t 1S 
drawback will be successfully overcome. 
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United Kingdom (Contd.): 

The camera opens up tremendous 
possibilities in deep-water fishery re­
search work. 

Among the exhibits at an exhibition 
of fishery research work held at Grims­
by in mid-June was a. most inge.nious but 
almost ridiculously sImple devLCe for 
recording ocean currents at the b ottom 
of the sea. 

A bottle slightly smaller than a med­
icine bottle is partly filled with a kind 
of jelly which has a small compass float­
ing in it. The bottle is dropped over­
board from the re search ship with a 
sinker to take it to the bottom and a line 
and buoy for subsequent recovery. The 
bottle floats just above the sea bottom 
and the velocity of the current tilts it as 
it is anchored. 

The coldness of the water sets the 
jelly and when the bottle is recovered, 
the angle of tilt of the solidified jelly 
enables the scientists to measure the 
speed of the current , while the compass 
set in the jelly gives the direction. 

Apart from the cost of the compasses, 
about US$2 each, the cost is almost neg­
ligible and it works far better than the 
scientific instruments previously used 
which cost more than US$840 each and 
were moreover not a ccurate on a re­
search ship tossing and rolling in heavy 
seas. 

In the past the Ernest Holt has had to 
determine the density in the fish shoals 
and even their presence by the trial 
method of experim ental trawls. More 
recently, however , these trial hauls have 
been supplemented with echo- sounder 
ob~ervations, and from the experience 
gamed the scientists are now obtaining 
~e bUlk of their information from the 
echometer blips ," thus being able to 

caver far more ground than by the old 
method. 

This, however , has entailed a constant 
~atch and the recording of all "blips" on 

e screen continuously for as long as a 
~eek. This work is of so exacting a na­

re that the scientists had to take short 
Watches' t in urn at the instruments. 

Now they have devised an apparatus 
to record the "blips" automatically and 
so release the highly-trained team of 
scientists from a wearisome, exhausting 
and exacting duty. 

*~<*** 

REACTION TO ICELAND'S 
FISHING LIMITS EXTENSION: 

Iceland I s proposed extension of her 
territorial waters fishing limits from 4 
to 12 miles effective September 1, 195U, 
was discussed at a meeting between rep­
resentatives of the British Trawlers 
Federation and the Minister of Agricul­
ture, Fisheries, and Food in London on 
June 5 . A joint statement, issued after 
the meeting, which was also attended by 
the Minister of State for Foreign Affairs, 
said that the trawler owners emphasized 
that they would support any proposal for 
discussions II aimed at securing a just 
and lasting solution, in the interests of 
all concerned, to outstanding fishery 
problems in the north Atlantic, II accord­
ing to a press report of June 6, 1958. 

The President of the British Trawl­
ers Federation, who attended the meet­
ing, said: ItWe believe that restraint 
must be exercised, and that in the end, 
to get any lasting solution, it must be 
done by consultation and discussion round 
a table. This cannot go on as a running 
sore. " 

The British Government had said that 
they would provide protection for fi~hing 
vessels operating within the IcelandLC 12-
mile limit. "1 cannot discuss what form 
of protection would be provided,lt said the 
Federation P resident. "Certainly be­
tween now and September our members 
will fish where they normally do" (U. S. 
Embassy in London, June 1958 dispatch). 

*~,~,** 

WHITE FISH AUTHORITY LOAN 
INTEREST RATES REVISED: 

The British White Fish Authority an­
nounced that as a result of recent change s 
in rates of interest charged to them by 
Her Maje sty I s Treasury, their own rates 
of interest were changed on loans as of 
June 6,1958. 

The new rates are: on loans of not 
more than 10 years, 5i percent; on loans 
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for more than 10 years, but not more 
than 15 years, 6 percent; on loans for 
more than 15 years, 6t percent. 

The new rates do not apply , however, 
where the final instalment of a loan, or in­
terim instalments, in current case s, were 
paid by the Authority before June 6, 1958. 
The other terms and conditions of the Au­
thority's arrangements for loans are un­

The Authority's loans are cormected 
with: the building of new fishing vessels 
of not more than 140 feet; the purchase 
in c rtain circumstances, of new engine~ 
and nets and gear for inshore vessels' 
the construction of equipment and of ' 
processing plants; and the formation 
and development of cooperative organ­
izations. (Fi sh Trad s Gazette, British 
fishery trade periodical , of June 21, 
1958. ) 

changed. 

SEPTEMBER--CANNED FOODS MONTH 

This year's "September is Canned Foods Month" was sponsored by the canned foods indus ­
try. Fishery products play an important part in the canned foods industry. 

The canned fishery products industry has a wide var iety of delicious 
foods available for the housewife. \\-'hile items such as canned tuna, 
salmon, sardines, shrimp, and clams are w 11 known to nearly everyone, 
there are many additional and somewhat less known delicacies on the 
grocers' shelves or in speciality food stores for many consumers to try 
for the first time. 

The U. S. Bureau of Commercial Fisheries lists the following items 
which are canned by the domestic fishing indus­
try: king salmon, chum salmon, pink salmon, 
red salmon, silver salmon, steelhead salmon; 

albacore tuna, bluefin tuna, skipjack tuna, yellow­
fin tuna, tonnotuna, and the tunalike fishes, bonito 
and yellowtail; ale w i v e s, mackerel, anchovies; 
shad; alewife roe; shad roe; cisco roe, groundfish 
roe; lumpfish caviar, sturgeon caviar, salmon cav­
iar, whitefish caviar; blue crab, dungenesscrab, 
king crab; soft clams, razor clams, hard clams; 
fish cakes, fish flakes; gefilte fish; smoked or kip­
pered salmon, finnan haddie, sturgeon, and tuna 
with noddles, beans, sherry, vegetables, and shad; 
creamed sauces; clam spread, cakes, pie, sauce, 
soups, and stews; conch meat and chowder, crab 
cocktails, deviled, soft-shelled, smoked, spread, 
soups, and stews; lobster meat, knuckles, spread, 
soups, and stews; s m 0 ked oysters, and oyster 
stew; ?yster bisque, cocktails, and soup; shrimp 
cocktalls, soups, and stews; squid; terrapin and 
turtle meat, soup, and stews. Other specialties 
are: cod; herring~ mullet; salmon livers; saury; 
wahoo; creamed flnnan haddie, antipasto, and 
chowder; crawfish bisque; scallops in sauce; frog 
legs; sea m us s e 1 5, and unclassified soups and 
stews. 

In 19 57,644 million pounds of canned fishery 
products were packed in the United States and the 
Territories; worth over $300 million to the pack ­
ers. 

Mame Sardlne 

PaclflC Mackerel 

WhIle Shrimp 

Blue Crab 

Northern Anchovy 

[)ungeness Crab 

King Crab 


