
( ' ( 

International 

l . 

:\lore than 40 gOV( rnm nts h I 0 

appointed liaison officers to thE (ongl 8S 

which, it IS anticipated, \'vl11 b att(;nd d 
by several hundred partl Ipants. 
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Inte rnationa l (Cont d . ): 

INTERNATIONAL W HALING 
COMMISSIO 

INTERNATIO AL WHAL I G CO -
VENTION AME D MENTS 
E TER I TO FORCE: 

C ertain amendments to the schedule of 
the International Whal ing Convention of 
194 6 were a d opted at the 10th meeting 
of the International Whaling Commission, 
The H ague, June 23-27, 1958 . Th am nd
ment s adopted were to paragraphs 6 (1), 
6 (2), 8 (a ), and 8 (c ) of the schedule to 
th e Convention . Am ndments 6 (1 ) and 
6 (2) entered into force October 6, 1958. 
Amendments to paragraph 8 (a ) and (c) 
have not yet entered into force, accord
ing to th e ovember 10, 1958, issue of 
the U. S . Department of State Bulletin. 

INT ERNATIONAL ORTH PACIFIC 
F ISHERIES COMMISSION 

F IFTH A NUAL MEETING 
HELD IN TOKYO: 

The International North Pacific Fish
eries Commission held its fifth annual 
meetin g in Tokyo, Japan. The three
nation treaty organization includes Ja
pan, Canada, and the United States. After 
prel iminary meetings of several com
mittees' the plenary session of the Com
m i ssion itself was held from ovember 
4- 10, 1958 . 

The effect of Japanese high -s~as gill
net fishing for salmon on the stocks orig
inating in . orth American streams high
lighted the agenda. Other ag nda items 
concerned the halibut, herring, and king 
crab fisheries of Alaska and the orth
west. 

Japan ill signing the Com ntion agreed 
to abstain from fishing halibut, h rring, 
and salmon of North m rican origin for 
five years . Th "abstention clause" statLs 
that Japan will abstain fishing those three 
sp cies in the eastern 1 Torth Pacific, and 
Canada from catching salmon in the ast 
B ring ea. Th Tmt J tat s is no re
strict d. The five-:-- ar period \\ as up 
at the meting. Th d Ision that had to 
b mad b\ the omrnission was wh ther 
th se hre~ sp cie should continue 0 

quallfy for furthtr abst ntion. Abst n-

tion has been based on the princ ipl ha 
these three species are fully utiliz d O. 
North American fish rmen. • TO chang ~ 

were approved at this me ting. 

Another point that came up for dis us
sion was the moving of th pronslOnal 
salmon line westward. This lin no\\ 
runs north and south along the 175 h m -
ridian west longitud . 

On ovember 4 the Commission in
structed its protocol committee to inv s
tigate further whether more restric lons 
ar needed on Japanese salmon fishing 
in the orth Pacific. 

The salmon fishmg boundary lin \\ as 
not changed at the meeting. Th Tnit d 
States proposed the present boundary b 
shifted toward Japan up to 175 degr s 
east longitude to pr vent the .Tapanes 
from fishing east of that 1m . Th pres
ent line (175 degrees west longitude) ra f

-

ified in 1953 will continue in forc for at 
least one more year. It restricts Japan
ese fishermen from fishing ast of +h 
line. 

The Commission said that "extenslv 
intermingling of salmon from the two 
continents exists ov r a broad ar a ex
tendmg from 1700 east longitude fO 160

0 

west longitude. Howev r, SUfflCH.'nt quan
titative information on the extent of in
termingling has not been det rmlll d h 
commission investigations." 

A Russian report on salmon r S dr 
was presented to the oml1llssion < ltho 
Russia is not a memo r of IH ('0 I I 

sion. oviet observer a the m tl'1g 
expressed the hope tha+ his cou'1try-v o:J.d 
be invited to join the pact b ~\\ an d , 
Japan, and th Tnited tates. 

Th 
mission L a 
s ar ing ov mb r 2, 1 ;) . 
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International (Contd.): 

The sixth annual m(> t,ngofth (om
mission is sell ,du]('d for S -a+ 1." \\ sh, 

t • ') I ( r:" starhng ovcmJ(,1 w, ,) 

THADE AGHEt:l\!E TS 

The Icelanders hav(' b 
increase shipments to Ea + (;l rmdn 
pay for twelve 250-ton fisbing v s • 
The "L'.S.S.R, agr>ed In Augus+ lQ,)8 0 

take over the financing of -h.s 1-mllllOc 
purchase on longer <. rE'dlt erms h '1 

East Germany could afford. The I 1 'lei 
ers who had already paid ov I' 250 noD 

, 1 

towards the vessels, found +hemse. 
in a surplus position with £a::>t Gern r. -
the only clearing country with whit t) I 
land is currently a cr ditor. 

Because Iceland does not recognize 
the German Democratic Republlc, the 
agreement is negotiated by the Icelandic 
Barter Trade Association with East ,er-
many's Chamber of Commerce, na ion , 

NORWAY-RUSSIA THREE-YEAR 
AGREEMENT INCLUDES FISH: 

A new trade agreement signe,j in Oslo 
on October 28, 1958, for the perlOd Jan
uary 1, 1959-December 31,1961, between 
Norway and the Soviet l;nion include'S fish. 
The agreement replaces the thrf'e - J car 
agreement which expires at the end of 
1958. 

Under the agreement Norway will ex
port these fishery products: hardened 

Convention on th-", High __ : I C'O\' id 
for freedom of he high s as nd r gu
~ates practices on the hlgh s a~, includ
lng matters as prev n ion of pollu Ion of 
waters by radioactive waste and JU f'isdic
tion Over vessels, 
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International (Contd.): 

It has been signed by: Afghanistan, 
Argentina, Australia, Austria, Bolivia, 
Bulgaria, Byelorussia, Canada, Ceylon, 
China, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, 
Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Dominican 
Republic, Finland, France, German Fed
eral Republic, Ghana, Guatemala, Haiti, 
Holy See, Hungary, Iceland, Indonesia, 
Iran, Ireland, Israel, Lebanon, Liberia, 
Nepal, Netherlands, New Zealand, Pakis
tan, Panama, Poland, Portugal, Romania, 
Switzerland, Thailand, Tunisia, Ukraine, 
U.S.S.R., United Kingdom, United States, 
Uruguay, Venezuela, and Yugoslavia. 

Convention on the Continental Shelf: 
Deals with the Seabed that constitutes 
the prolongation of a continent, and reg
ulates the exploitation and exploration of 
resources such as offshore oil or pearl
bearing oysters. 

It has been signed by: Afghanistan, 
Argentina, Aust ralia, Bolivia, Byelorus
ria, Canada, Ceylon, Chile, China, Co
lombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Czechoslovak
ia, Denmark, Dominican Republic, Ecua
dor, Finland, German Federal Republic, 
Ghana, Guatemala, Haiti, Iceland, Indon
esia' Iran, Ireland, Israel, Lebanon, 
Liberia, Nepal, Netherlands, New Zea
land, Pakistan, Panama, Peru, Poland, 
Portugal, Switzerland, Thailand, Tunisia, 
Ukraine, U.S.S.R., United Kingdom, U
nited States, Uruguay, Venezuela, and 
Yugoslavia. 

Convention on the Territorial Sea and 
the Contiguous Zone: Proclaims the juri
dical character of territorial waters, 
sets out criteria for delimiting the ter
ritorial sea (the Geneva Conference did 
not agree on a maximum width for the 
territorial sea), establishes specific 
rules for the right of innocent passage of 
ships through territorial waters, and sets 
forth conditions in which that right can 
be exercised or suspended. In a section 
on contiguous zones, it states the right 
of each nation to exercise fiscal, im
migration, customs, and sanitary con
trols within a zone extending not more 
than 12 miles. 

This Convention has been signed by: 
Afghanistan, Argentina, Australia, Aus-

tria, Bolivia, Bulgaria, ByelorussIa, 
Canada, Ceylon, China, Colombia, Costa 
Rica, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, 
Dominican Republic, Finland, Ghana , 
Guatemala, Haiti, Holy S e, Hungary, 
Iceland, Iran, Ir eland, Israel, Lib ria, 

epal, etherlands, ew Zealand, f'aki
stan, Panama, Portugal, Romania, S\\ itz
erland, Thailand, Tunisia, Ukraine, 
U.S.S.R., United Kingdom, United States, 
Uruguay, Venezuela, and Yugoslavia. 

Convention on Fishing and Conserva
tion of the Living Resources of the High 
Seas: Establishes regulations on the con
servation of fisheries, lays down rules
under which measures promulgated by 
one nation are applicabl to other coun
tries, and sets out arbitration procedures. 

The Convention has been signed by: 
Afghanistan, Argentina, Australia, Bo
livia, Canada, Ceylon, China, Colombia, 
Costa Rica, Cuba, Denmark, Dominican 
Republic, Finland, France, Ghana, Haiti, . 
Iceland, Indonesia, Iran, Ireland, Is rael, 
Lebanon, Liberia, epal, etherlands, 
New Zealand, Pakistan, Fanama, Portu
gal, Switzerland, Thailand, Tunisia, U
nited Kingdom, United States, Uruguay, 
Venezuela, and Yugoslavia. 

Optional Protocol of Signature: Deals 
with the compulsory settlement of disputes. 

It has been signed by: Austria, Boliv
ia, Canada, Ceylon, China, Colombia, 
Costa Rica, Cuba, Denmark, Dominican 
Republic, Finland, France, German Fed
eral Republic, Ghana, Haiti, Holy See, 
Indonesia, Israel, Liberia, Nepal, ~ether
lands, New Zealand, Panama, Portugal, 
Switzerland, United Kingdom, nited 
States, ruguay, and Yugoslavia. (Cnited 

ations news release, ovember 4, 1958.) 

~ 
Argentina 

L EW JAr A ESE-ARGE TTl TE FI 'Hfi\;G 
FIRM TO SUrPL Y TUNA TO CAl T TER : 

An agreement was signed on 1 Tovem
ber 18, 1958, between the r'\Iar del la a 
Chamber of Fish Industnes and a Japan
ese-Argentine fishing enterprise, for a 
regular supply of tuna to (\Iar del PIa a 
canneries. 
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Argentina (Contd.); 

Australia 

"lIE :::; HES T KL: EJ \ I 
SFI.·Y LOBSTER ~1 

As the shellfish mov mto ommon
wealth territoria~ \\at rs, h y r pro
tected by two new conSE'rvatlon mf a -
ures--a minimum lc>gall 'ngth of 
inches and a closed season from. p m 
ber 1 to October 15 E'ach year. 

These regulations aim at givmg th 
spiny lobsters some protection dunng 
the period in which the females are 
carrying eggs and also aim at ensuring 
that they are not taken before reaching 
a size giving a reasonable return in 
weight of meat. A spiny lobster with a 
carapace length of 44 inches would weigh 
on the average about It pounds - - (Aus
tralian) Fisheries Newsletter, ::)eIJtem
ber 1958. 

* ~:( >:' * * 
SHRIMP INDUSTRY TRE~D3: 

Since 1947, a great change has ta~en plal..e in Australia.l 
commercial shrimp fishmg. With the locatlO.l of shrimp 
grounds off the coast of New South Wales and Queenla.ld 
and, to a lesser extent, in Western Australia .. the indus
try has received a COilsideraole boost. Catches have al
lowed sufficient for home co.lsumptiO:l and for export. 

VII \ 21, . I 
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A very satisfa::tory type of wmch is installed in the better
class shrimp trawler. It 1S chain or belt-driven through a 
power take -off from the main engine. In the short history of 
Australia's ocean shrimp fishery a highly efficient overhea,d 
type of hauling gear has evolved. Pe o::uliar to Australian ves
sels, it is best situated just abaft of amidships . 

Vessels w!lich had been built for Danish seining, for trap
ping fish or spiny lobsters, or for line fishing were rigged 
for participation in the ne oNly dis cover e d 3 ~r.i.mp fisheries 
in the early stages. 

However, with the increase of interest in ocean shrimp 
trawling, vessels have been specifically built for this purpose, 
p"wered with a Diesel engine, and equipped with ship-to-ship 
and ship-to-shore radio. TW D are provided with echD-sD.lnd
ers. Australian trawlers range in size fr o:n a single-ma,ned 
17 ft. 6 in. decked bDat t o trawlers Df abDut 70 feet manned by 
a crew of four. 

Some indication of Australia'S offshore shri m ::> fisheries 
can be Dbtained from table 1. 

Table 1 - Australia' s Shrimp Landings .!./, 1956/57 

State Quantity Value 

1,000 Lbs. US$l,OOO 

Queensland .... ..... 2,500 784 
New SDuth Wales ..... 2,386 1,049 
Western Australia .... 189 74 

Total ....... . 5,075 1,907 
y~ landed, including raw headlea and cooked headless. 

;'ustralia's total shrimp exports for 1956/57 amounted to 
317,377 pounds, of which 224,000 pounds was raw shrimp 
(table 2), and 93,000 pDunds cooked headless (mostly to New 
Guinea and CaledDnia). 

Table 2 - Australia'S Raw Headless Shrimp Exports by 
Country of DestinatiDn, 1956/57 

Country Raw 
of 

Destination Head Dn Headless 

( 1,000 Lbs.) 
United States. - 129 
!HDnDlulu .... : - 83 
iNew Guinea .. . 2 6 
lNew Caledonia. .. 2 2 
Other .. }) -

Total .. 4 220 
JjLess than 1,000 pounds. 

Both landings and exports for 1957/58 were much greater. 
(World Fishing.... October 1958). 

SPINY LOBSTER INDUSTRY, 
FISCAL YEARS 1956/57-1957/58: 

Exports : Australian exports of both tails of and 
boiled whole spiny lobsters--6,584,470 pounds-
for fiscal year 1957/58 (July 1957-June 1958) were 
at a record level and 1,633,739 pounds more than 
in 1956/57 fiscal year. Tail exports of 5,836,120 
pounds were the highest ever; exports of boiled 
whole of 748,350 pounds were also a record. While 
tail exports increased by about 26 percent, exports 
of whole more than doubled as compared with the 
previous year. Shipments to the United States and 
dependencies were 6,443,750 pounds or 97.9 per-

In addition to increased exports, good prices 
were received for most consignments to the United 
States, even though prices on that market dropped. 
The average price for Western Australian ship
ments, approximately 8s. 3d. (93 U. S. cents) a 
pound Lo.b., was a decrease from the previous 
year's average price. Western Australian consign
ments accounted for 79 percent of total Australian 
shipments. 

Table 1 - Australian Exports of Spiny Lobster 
Tails and Boiled Whole 

Countries 
HI:)'! 1 oil I 1956/57 

Tails I Whole L Tails Whole 
. . . .(1 ,000 Lbs.). . . 

!United States 5,647 638 4,457 266 
lHawaii .... 158 - 165 -
Canada. ... 10 33 - 9 
Singapore · . 12 67 6 40 
Persian Gulf 8 - 1 -
New Guinea & 

Pacific Is. 1 6 - 6 
pther ... - 4 - -

Total ... 5,I!J6 HI! 4,6<:l:I }~ 

In the absence of more precise information as to 
the value of exports from other States, the average 
for Western Australia, as in past years, has been 
applied to all shipments. However, as some South 
Australian tails normally yield higher prices , this 
average price may be too low. Probably final fig
ures when available will show that dollar earnings 
will exceed US$6 million for 1957/58, almost 16 
percent more than the previous fiscal year. 

In Western Australia midget tails accounted for 
28 percent of total exports, smalls 30 percent, 
mediums 22 percent, large 15 percent, and jumbo 
5 percent. Final grade details from other States 
are not yet available, but on present indications it 
would seem that gradings will approximate those 

, of 1957/5a 

Although United States imports of Australian 
spiny lobsters increased considerably in 1957 as 
compared with 1956, total imports from all coun-
tries were up in 1957. However, Australia retaine 
its position as number three on the lis t of major 

d 

suppliers of all lobsters. Exports of lobsters from 
Canada and spiny lobsters from the Union of South 
Africa decreased in 1957 as compared with 1956. 

Table 2 Australian Exports of Spiny Lobsters 
by States, 1956/57 -195 7/58 

State 195 7158 1 1956/5~ 
Tails I Whole I Tails I Whole 
.... . (l,OOU Lbs.). . .. 

Tasmania · ... 174 110 167 65 
South Australia. 1,048 88 1,034 184 
twest Australia. 4,614 550 3,428 73 

Total · ... 5,I!J6 HI! 4,629 J22 

United States imports from New Zealand once 
more were up from the previous year--3.2 million 
pounds in 1955, rose to 3.9 million pounds in 1956, 
and to 4.2 million pounds in 1957 . 

Production: Production in New South Wales is 
cent of total exports of tails and whole boiled. down and 1S the lowest for some years. In V1ctor -
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ia, production is also down slightly. Tasman.ia's 
production has increased slightly and output IS 

second only to the record year 1954/55. South 
Australian production is also up and represents a 
new record for this State. The same position ap
.lies in Western Australia (table 4). 

Table 3 - United States Imports of Lobsters~/, 
Calendar Years 1956-57 

Country of Origin 1957 1956 
(1,UUU Lbs.) 

Canada ......... . 
Union of South Africa. 
Australia .. . 
Cuba .... . 
New Zealand 
Mexico ... 
Bahamas .. 
Other countries 

22,218 22,484 
6,908 7,025 
5,369 4,688 
4,249 4,303 
4,204 3,852 
2,159 1,955 
1,965 1,591 
3,327 1,844 

~ ______ T,-o.tal ..... .. 50,399 47,742 
Y From countries other than Canada cODSist mostly of spiny lobster 

tails. 

The New South Wales Superintendent of Fisher
ies has advised that the drop in that State's produc
tion was due almost entirely to a substantial fall 
in the catch taken by inshore fishermen, that is, 
fishermen licensed to operate in State territorial 
waters. 

The Director of Fisheries and Game in Victoria 
has written that while there has been a slight de
crease in Victorian production, no great signifi
cance should be placed on this fact and, of course, 
production in this State has been almost static for 
the last three years. 

Table 4 - Australian Spiny Lobster ProductionY 1951/52-1957/58 

Year.; NeY".SouthV· to .. IT . South West 
Walp, IC nal a.<manla ;.IA"""..F Total 
•• , ...••.• (1,000 Lbs.) •••• . .......• 

1957/58 384 635 I 2,985 4,460 Y 12, 000 20,464 
1956/57 473 689 2,579 4,385 10,763 18,889 
1955/56 438 614 12'802 4,000 10,530 18,384 
1954/55 510 832 3,256 4,294 10,906 19,798 
1953/54 576 1,163 2,527 3,850 9, ~4 17 340 
1952/53 543 831 2,770 3,500 8,100 15>44 
1951152 685 623 2 242 2 700 8 344 14 594 
1/ Live weight . Y Estimated. 

The Tasmanian Secretary for Fisheries has 
stated that the increase in catch in Tasmania was 
due to two factors: firstly, quite a number of new 
boats worked the fishery last season and, second
ly, weather conditions were more suitable than the 
previous year. 

The Chief Inspector of Fisheries and Game in 
South Australia has written that the record year in 
that State was achieved notwithstanding the fact 
that a total closed season against fishing during 
October, was enfor ced for the first time during 
the year. 

The Western Australian Superintendent of Fish
eries has advised that the increase in production 
was due to the increased number of fishermen op
erating in the fishery. 
Note: Also see Commercial Fisheries Review March 

1958 p.4l. ---, .. 
j '~'.~ 

Brazil 

WHALING INDUSTRY TRENDS: 
. The Brazilian whaling company which 
was taken over by Japanese interests 
early in 1958 had captured 104 whales 
as of September 1, 1958, and a take of 200 
whales was likely before the end of the 
season. The Japanese have added new 
equipment to the plant which now has an 
annual capacity of 9,000 tons, states an 
October 7, 1958, dispatch from the United 
States Consul in Pcrnalnbuco. 

The reactivation of the Brazilian whal 
ing company with the help of Japanese 
capital and know-how has provided more 
employment and provided low -cost whale 
meat for human consumption . In addition, 
the operation provides an inc reasing vol
ume of whale oil which helps to reduc e 
the drain on scarce foreign exchange. It 
is estimated that Brazil consumes about 
20,000 barrels of whale oil annually. 

Canada 

FISHERIES MINISTER ACCEPTS 
NEW RESEARCH VESSEL: 

The New ultra modern $1,750,000 fish
ery research vessel A. T. Cameron was 
officially accepted by-the Canadian Fish
eries Minister on October 17 at Montre
al. Built along trawler lines, the 177-
foot vessel is Diesel-powered with a 
speed of 12 knots, and her hull has been 
~tr~ngthened for navigation in ice . She 
is fitted with up-to-date equipment and 
gear, as well as for oceanQgraphic, hy
drographic, and survey work. Instead of 
a large cargo fish hold, which is usual on 
a trawler, she has an 1 800-cubic -foot 
insulated and refrigerated fish hold for 
unfrozen and frozen fish. 

Depth-sounding and other electronic 
devices have been built into the vessel 
w?ich will have two radar sets to pro -' 
Vide for long, intermediate, and short
range. protection. When one set is being 
used m survey operations, the other can 
be use.d for safe navigation. The main 
electncally-welded hull of the vesse l is 
st~el, while the superstructure is of al u
~mum. There are three sets of record
mg echo-sounding equipment of different 
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types to ensure great accuracy at ex
treme, medium, and shallow depths. 

The vessel has five laboratories. 

Hydrographic laboratory will be equip
ped with instruments and facilities re-
qui red for studying and mapping the forms 

Fig. 1 - The ~. T. Cameron passing the Victoria Basin 
tower in Montreal. 

and physical features of the contour of 
the sea bottom and of winds, tides, cur
rents, and the like in order to relate 
these to the presence of sea organisms 
of importance to the fisheries. 

Fig. 3 - The deck laboratory aboard the ~. T. Cameron. 

Deck laboratory has devices and fa
cilities for the taking of physical deter
mination connected with specimens, 
some of which will be subjected to further 
study in other laboratories aboard ship 
or on shore. 

Fish handling laboratory contains fa
cilities for the sorting, dissecting, and 
anatomical examination of the freshly
caught fish. The required determinations 
include the measuring of the fish, the ex
traction of ear bones for age determina
tion and gonads for sex, state of maturity 
and so on. Provision for microscopic ex
amination of fish tissues is provided. 

Fig. 2 - The wheel room (bridge) of the~. T. Cameron 
equipped with gyroscopic control. 

Chemical laboratory has instruments 
and faci lities for carrying out chemical 
studies on water samples and bottom 
samples and possibly for doing simple 
chemical determinations on specimens 

I I 

Fig. 4 - The hydrological laboratory aboard the A. T. Cameron. 

taken from the s ea. Such properties as 
the temperature, salinity, turbidity, and 
hydrogen ion concentration, also dissolv ed 
oxygen and the chemical characteristic s 
of sea water are of importance in t he ex
ploration for the different species of fish 
and other organisms. 
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Plankton laboratory has space for 
storing and sorting plankton or the small 
free-floating organisms which form bas
ic food of fishes. Among these floating 
organisms are found fish eggs and the 
very young of important fishes. Space is 
provided for microscopes and other lab
oratory equipment for the study and i
dentification of these usually very small 
organisms. 

Fig . 5 - The drum used on the!!!. T. Cameron. 

Deck equipment will include a special 
and most up-to-date trawl winch and 
three hydrographic winches, also a long
line hauler. 

f. 

with 17 million people. Our country has 
earned this distinction for two principal 
reasons. First, because of the resource
fulness and daring of our fishermen, and 
secondly, because of our proximity to 
very rich fishing grounds. There is no 
need to document these further . Our 
fishermen have earned a high and well
deserved reputation over the centuries 
and the Atlantic fishing banks off our shore 
were fished last year by highly modern and 
efficient fishing units of twelve nations . 

Fig, 6 - Storage space aboard the!!!. T. Cameron. 

"Although fishing is among Canada IS 

and the World's oldest industries, its 
mechanization and modernization is rel
atively recent; but, since the end of World 

/ -------=--- ----i 

In his speech of acceptance, the Fish
eries Minister pointed out: "Canada 
ranks sixth among fishing nations of the 
\\ orid. This is a high rank for a country 

War, II, one fishing nation after another 
~as mvest,ed heavily in modern scientif
lC~lly- eqUlpped fishing fleets and factory 
ShlPS and sent them to all oceans of t h e 
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world, including our shores for rich har
vests. Last year, the fishermen of 12 
countries fished on the Grand Banks of 
Newfoundland and on the Nova Scotia Banks. 

"Canada in the past has always enjoy
ed the advantage of nearness to rich fish
ing grounds and nearness to markets; but 

Deck 

with the increase in size and efficiency 
of the fishing and processing units of our 
foreign partners and competitors, this 
advantage is fast being lost. As in other 
fie lds of endeavor, to remain in a com
petitive position, it will be necessary for 

us in Canada to further mechanize our 
operations and to make better and fuller 
use of our fishery products. This can 
only be done through research and through 
the directed development of our fishing 
industry. 

"This modern research vessel which 
we are commissioning today, is in part 
Canada's answer to this changing scene ... 

Wheelhouse 

"This new and modern vessel places 
us in even a more commanding position 
to serve ourselves and our international 
partners in the field of oceanographic re
search... " 

Note: Also see Commercial Fisheries Review, August 1958 p. 60. 

Costa Rica 

COMMERCIAL FISHI G IN 
GULF OF NICOYA RESTRICTED: 

Commercial fishing and the use of 
mechanically-drawn nets in the interior 
portions of the Gulf of icoya are banned 
by Costa Rican Law o. 14, which went 
into effect on October 30, 1958. The law 
was published in La Gaceta on the same 
date. Commercialfishing permits for 
the closed area previously granted by 
the Minister of Agriculture and Industries 
are automatically cancelled . 

The closed area includes the waters 
inside an imaginary line extending from 
"La Panta" of the peninsula on which the 
port of Puntarenas is located to the Isle 
of Cedros and from there to the peninsula 
of Nicoya. 

The new law reserves the closed area 
for amateur fishermen, domestic consump
tion, and scientific research. 

Both Costa Rican sport and commer
cial fishermen have been concerned for 
some time with the drastic drop in the 
fish resources of the Gulf of Nicoya. The 
area formerly supported heavy commer
cial and game fish populations. 

Qo~ 1-
. -:- ' 

Cuba 

NEW COD- FISHING 
TRAWLER RENAMED: 

An official c ere m 0 n y was held in 
Cuba on October 15, 1958, to re-name 
the German-built cod trawler Arktis, 
a c qui red by the Cub an ationaCFish
reies Institute with the fin an cia 1 as
sistance of the Nat ion al Bank of Cuba 
and the EconomicQIld Social Devel
opment Bank, to s tim u 1 ate Cuban fish
ing activities. The vessel was re-chris
tened the Codfisher I (Bacaladero 1). 



62 COMMERCIAL FISHERIES REVIEW Vol. 211\Jo. 1 

Cuba (Contd.) 

The vessel reportedly make~ 14 k~ots 
and has modern trawling gear, m~ludl~g 
winches and other machinery. It lS sald 
to have four power plants, of which three 
are European -designed Diesels. The 
crew of 22 is mostly Spanish and Ger
man seamen, but they will gradually be 
replaced by Cuban fishermen, some of 
whom will sail to Newfoundland on the 
next trip as trainees. The captain is a 
Spaniard and the engineer is a Ge~man. 
A German expert in the constructlOn. of 
cod -drying tunnels is also expected m 
Cuba in the near future, the United States 
Embassy in Havana reports in an Octo
ber 22, 1958 dispatch. 

Denmark 

DANISH MINISTER COMMENTS 
ON FAROE ISLANDS FISHING LIMITS: 

The Danish Minister of Finance (also Chairman 
of the Danish Delegation that visited Great Britain 
and the Faroe Islands to discuss the proposed ex
tension of fishing limits from 3 to 12 miles by the 
Faroese) commented on the problem from the 
standpoint of the Faroese in an article published 
in a Danish newspaper on October 13, 1958. 

In recent decades the export of fish from the 
Faroe Islands has represented about 95 percent of 
all exports. Under these circumstances it is nat
ural that the question of fishing limits in Faroese 
waters as well as elsewhere in the North Atlantic 
Ocean where the Far 0 e s e engage in fishing is of 
economic and political importance to the people of 
these Islands. The political importance is enhanced 
by the fact that Iceland extended her fishing limits 
to 12 miles a few months ago and just shortly be
fore e 1 e c t ion s were held on rep res en tat ion 
in the Lagting, the local Go v ern men t of the Far-
0e Islands. 

Before the first World War, when the total Far
oese catch amounted to 20,000-25,000 metric tons 
annually, about half came from Icelandic waters. In 
the beginning of the 1920's the total catch had in
creased to 35,000-40,000 tons, the major part of 
which was caught in Icelandic waters, while at the 
same time the catch in home waters had shrunk 
to 4 000-5 000 tons. Toward the end of that period 
the Faroe~e began to fish in Greenland waters. 
This did not influence the extent of their opera
tions in Icelandic waters. Fishing in Faroe Is
lands waters further declined to a few thousand 
tons annually. During the favorable period about 
1930, 50,000 tons were caught in Icelandic waters 
and 20,000 tons in Greenland waters. Toward the 
end of the 1930's fishing in Icelandic waters de
clined, whereas fishing in Greenland waters and 
in the Barents Sea assumed growing importance. 

After World War II the total catch gradually in-
d nd ;n the period between 1952 and 1956 crease a ~. f h' h 

the average catch amounted to 80,000 tons, 0 w IC 

13 percent were caught in Faroese waters and 22 
percent in Icelandic waters. By far the maJor 
catches were made in Greenland waters (41 per
cent) and in the Barents Sea (23 perce·tt). In re
cent years, however, fishing in Faroese waters 
has increased somewhat, but stlll out of the 90,000 
tons which are now caught annually, barely 15 per
cent is caught in domestic waters. These flgures 
do not include the many tons of hernng caught 
north of the Faroes. 

The rather limited extent to which fishing is 
carried on in Faroe Island waters by the Faroese 
themselves should not be interpreted as an mdlca
tion that there are not any fish there . . The fact IS 

that the total catch of fish--not Includlng.hernng 
and ocean perch--in Faroese waters dunng the 
past five years averaged nearly 70,000 tons an
nually, of which about 15 perc en was caugh by the 
Faroese. Practically all the balance was caught 
by British vessels, or on an average of 41 and 37 
percent, respectively, 'orway and Germany are 
the only other two countnes that have operated In 
Faroese waters and that they have done on a minor 
scale. There are in all 1,700 small craft engaged 
in Faroese fishipg, most of which are equipped 
with motors. However, the greater part of domes
tic fishing is carried on by larger motor vessels. 
The fact is that the Faroe Islands expor markets 
prefer primarily large cod, salted and/or dried. 
Unless large meshes are used. trawling produces 
a greater variety of fish, including smaller fish. 
Owing to the uneven bottom of the waters surround
ing the Faroes, fishing by means of a trawl net 15 

a costly affair since the equipment 15 frequently 
damaged. Therefore (in a paradoxical attempt to 
economize), the British are chiefly using trawlers 
which are too small or in too poor a condition to 
compete with the modern trawlers in the northern 
waters. 

Before World War II the Faroe Islands fishing 
fleet consisted, in addition to the crafts already 
named, of about 150 sloops and schooners and a
bout 10 steam trawlers. Four trawlers and 30 
schooners were lost (as well as the lives of many 
of the Faroese fishermen). 

After World War II the Faroe Island fishingfleet 
was augmented by a number of old obsolete trawl
ers purchased from aboard. Much money was 
spent in the 1950 's to modernize older steam trawl
ers and to provide for larger and more modern 
Diesel trawlers. Up to now 5 new vessels of this 
type have been procured and two have been modern
ized. In addition, there exist 3 older Diesel trawl
ers in good condition, while 3 new trawlers are 
under construction. It is furthermore under con
sideration at the moment to build an additional 
trawler. It is a great problem in the Islands as 
to how provision shall be made for the construc
tion of additional trawlers in order that the many 
Faroese, who have been working in Iceland in re
cent years, may find occupation at home. This 
might be accomplished by the construction of 
smaller craft, as there is considerable interest 
in the Islands for the type of small steel craft now 
beginning to operate in Danish waters. 
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The existing legislation concerning the estab
lishment of a Mortgage Credit Institution which 
may finance half of the sum needed for new vessels, 
constitutes the basis for the modernization of the 
fishing fleet. 

Under these circumstances it may seem sur 
prising that the Faroese are attaching such great 
importance to an extension of their fishing limits . 
In this connection the Minister points toward the 
fact that a recognition of the 12-mile limit in Ice
land will cause a reduction in Faroe Island's fish
ing in Icelandic waters and cause vessels of other 
nations, especially the British, to seek fishing 
grounds in Faroese waters. Therefore, the Minis
ter finds it quite understandable that the Faroese 
in principle assume the standpoint that if the 12-
mile limit is to be introduced in Iceland a corres
ponding fishing territory must be established a
round the Faroes. This is so much the more nat
ural because the Icelandic action takes place at a 
time when fishing around the Faroes is increasing. 
One cannot blame the Faroese for adhering to the 
obvious view that they could secure a larger per
centage of the catch in Faroese waters if fishing 
limits were extended. 

The Minister explained the difference in the 
status of Iceland and the Faroe Islands from the 
point of view of international law, and refers in 
this connection to the agreement concluded by the 
Faroes with Great Britain in 1955, fixing the fishing 
limits at 3 miles except towards tne west, where it ex
tends somewhat farther. Considering how things 
have developed in the northern part of the Atlantic 
Ocean, it is no doubt generally admitted today that 
these fishing limits are obsolete and that a con
siderable extension must take place. The existing 
viewpoint that the special conditions prevailing in 
the North Atlantic (Le., the presence of British, 
Scotch, Norwegian, German competitors) make it 
necessary to protect the interests of the Icelanders 
and Faroese, would also appear to be a natural one. 

The Minister would like to see the whole problem 
of the North Atlantic solved by an international a
greement. He feels it is likely that the discussions 
in the United Nations will result in setting up of a 
conference of experts to negotiate an international 
agreement. 

The great problem today is the question of the 
extent to which overfishing is taking place. Prior 
to the War, this was apparently the case in the 
Faroes, but technical experts today are of the opin
ion that this reduction now only applies to certain 
minor categories of fish, among which is halibut. 
Today fishing in the Faroe Islands shows almost a 
maximum catch. Even if no overfishing takes place 
in the Faroes at the moment, this may prove to be 
the case during the next few years if fishing is al
lowed to expand. Limitation in the number of for
eign vessels fishing in Faroe Island waters will in
crease the fish stock and the average size of the 
fish. It is important in this connection that the ex
port of the fish from the Faroes consists principal
ly of large fish. An increase in the fish stock 
would presumably also improve the possibilities 
for the traditional fishing done from open vessels. 
A reduction in trawling would constitute a great 
advantage to line fishing. . . . 

In conclusion the Minister stressed the impor
tance of carrying on biological research work in 
fisheries with Danish support as well as the im
portance of reorganizing the policing of fisheries 
in the Faroes and Greenland. Instead of naval ves
sels, which are now performing such services, the 
Minister would give preference to fast armed 
trawlers equipped with helicopters. It is not suf
ficient to desire an extension of the fishing limits, 
but the object must also be that of having it recog
nize internationally. 

FISHERY TRENDS, THIRD QUARTER 1958: 
In the third quarter of 1958, the total catch landed at Danish 

ports was about 220,000 metric tons, 12 percent higher than the 
catch in the same quarter of 1957. Actually, the catch in July 
and August was less than for the same months of 1957 . How 
ever, the September catch was estimated at 90,000 tons. 

Despite the decrease in catch, exports for July and August 
showed gains over 1957. Including September estimates, 
52,000 tons were exported, a gain of 31 percent over the 1957 
quarter. Exports were valued at approximately 93 million 
kroner(US$13,465,000), 22.5 percent higher than in the 1957 
quarter. In the earlier part of the third quarter 19S8, exports 
of fish fillets, herring, fish meal, and solubles were relatively 
higher, whereas cod exports were lower. 

Exporters of pond or ralnbowtrout are in difficultie s , caused 
by Japanese competition. Although the export price of trout was 
lowered by about 4.3 U. S. cents a pound earlier in the summer, 
the export advantage afforded by the decrease was short -lived. 
In the middle of August the Danish trout growers learned that 
Japan had lowered its export price by about 6.6 U. S. cents a 
pound . This news had almost immediate consequences. Since 
the Danish production of pond trout in 1958 i s reported to be 
the highest in history, the Association of Danish Trout Pro
ducers dec ided it was necessary to unload the excess on the 
domestic market . By early September it became possible to 
purchase fresh pond trout at retail prices only slightly higher 
than those prevailing for non -luxury fish. 

The gradual conversion from small cutters to modern long
range cutters (some constructed of steel) Is shown by the loan 
figures of the Fisheries Bank which were released at the end 
of September. In the course of the past year 51 loans were 
granted at an average amount of 108,600 kroner (US$15, 723) . 
in the previous year 64 loans were granted, averaging 71 , 600 
kroner (US$10,366). Wh!1e part of the increase may be due 
to increasing costs, the figures for new building loans indi
cate conversion to larger cutters . In 1957 the number of such 
loans fell from 50 to 43, but the total amount loaned increased 
from 3,580,300 kroner to 4,669,100 kroner (US$5l8,000 to 
US$676,000). 

Ecuador 

TUNA CANNERY OPERATIONS: 
Located in the west central Ecuadoran 

seaport of Manta is a tuna cannery operated 
by a firm which is United States -owned and 
managed. This is the only company in Ec
uador which packs canned tuna for domestic 
sale and export. Originally organized by 
an American citizen as a freezer-storage 
plant in 1951, in May 1956 it became a sub
sidiary company of a San Diego, Calif., fish 
cannery. It is now owned jointly by the A 
merican citizen and the co:npany, the latter 
having a controlling interest. 
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The plant manager reports that pro
duction is not sufficient as yet to neces
sitate fully automatic devices. All spare 
parts and equipment acquired by the 
plant, as well as raw mate:-ials r:-eed~d 
for the canning operation, lllcludlllg tlll 
plate, soybean oil, and packaging labels, 
are imported from the United States. 
Because of the rough surf during three 
months of the year at Manta which makes 
anchoring for fishing vessels dange~ous, 
the company maintains its own repalr 
facilities at the small port of Bahia de 
Caraquez, about 30 miles north of Manta. 

The company now has contracts with 
the owners of 20 vessels for the supply 
of fish to the plant. According to com
pany officials, this number could be ex
panded to 30 in view of the current favor
able season for tuna -fishing operations. 
Only two vessels of the pres ent fleet 
possess freezing equipment. Since tuna 
vessels presently do not stay more than 
two days out of port, such equipment is 
not considered necessary. Six of the 
vessels are stated to have been constructed 
in the United States. At the time of this 
report only one vessel was of American 
registry. This vessel, a tender ship 
which carried fuel and possessed re
frigerating equipment, was subsequently 
destroyed by fire while at sea on Sep
tember 24, 1958. The company is re
ported to have contracted for another 
United States-registered tuna vessel 
from San Pedro, which is expected to 
enter the company's fleet shortly. 

At present, tuna vessels contracted 
for by the company normally make only 
one-day trips out for fishing operations, 
returning to port nightly to unload their 
catches. No need has arisen to schedule 
fishing voyages of longer duration, in 
view of the current good volume of catch
es being re gistered within a short dis
tance off shore. The principal type of 
tuna now caught is skipjack. Yellowfin is 
being caught in much less quantity, ap
parently due to bait conditions. Fisher
men report that the yellowfin do not feed 
on the "colorada" -type bait generally 
caught locally. 

Total production capacity of the plant 
is estimated at 300,000 cases yearly. 

Current production is averaging about 
160,000 cases, of which 20,~00 are for 
domestic sale and the remalllder are 
prepared for export. ~ll tuna is packed 
in imported soybean 011. Canned tun.a 
for domestic sale is packed usually III 

198-gram (7 oz.) cans, although the com
pany has recently attempted to develop 
sales of a new 400-gram (14 oz.) can, 
containing salmon -type tuna in brine. 
Tuna in the smaller cans is of two types, 
grated and solid pack. 

Tuna for export is packed in 4 -pound 
cans and is shipped excluslve ly to the 
United States cannery. This tuna is uti
lized in the United States for the produc
tion of frozen tuna pies and for sale to 
restaurants. 

Remnants from fish cleaning and can
ning operations are utilized for the pro
duction of fish meal. Output is on a rel
atively small scale. Meal is packed in 
large bags and sold locally in Ecuador 
to stockbreeders. 

With the possible exception of Panama 
hats, the canned tuna exported by this 
company is unique in that it represents 
the only industrialized product exported 
at present from Ecuador. Until recent
ly, the company's efforts to maintain 
adequate stocks of raw materials, includ
ing tin plate, oil, and labels, as well as 
spare parts and accessories for plant 
and fishing operations, had been hamper
ed by complex import regulations involv
ing advance approval by the Ecuadoran 
Central Bank for all such imports, as 
well as other regulations involving for
eign--exchange licensing permits. Ap
parently due to strong complaints by 
company officials, these regulations were 
considerably relaxed by a Government 
decree in mid -September. 

The plant manager estimates that of 
the approximate 20,000 inhabitants of 
Manta, about 3,000 are now dependent 
for their livelihood upon the plant's op
erations. About 300 fishermen are em
ployed in fishing operations. The total 
labor force at the plant averages about 
175 people. Women are used exclusively 
in the cleaning and packing of fish. Av
erage wages are about 15 sucres (US$I) 
daily for women and 18 sucres (US$1.20) 
for men. 
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The plant is currently producing at a 
level below its estimated total capacity. 
In view of both the present good tuna
fis h ing season and the steady rise in lo
cal consumption of canned tuna, the com 
pany is hopeful that domestic sales will 
increase to the point of assuming a great
er s hare in total plant output. Factors 
which t h e company states should en
courage this trend are: (1) the low re-
tail p r ices for tuna packed for domestic 
sale- - 3 sucres (20 U. S . cents) for grat ed 
styl e and 6 sucres (40 U. S. cents) for 
so l id pack ed; and (2 ) the development of 
better highway facilities, which enables 
the companyls products to have easier 
access to inland c ities . The c ompany is 
also attempting to produce frozen shimp 
for export and canned sardines, t hough 
on a scale much lower than canned tuna. 
(United States Consulate dispatch from 

Guayaquil, OC'O* 1958. ) 

~"'-, 
German Federal Republic 

TRAWLER CATCHES FULL LOAD OF 
OCE N PERCH OFF LABRA DOR: 

The W e st G e rma n t rawl e r Falkl and 
in th fall of 1958 r etu r n e d to Bre m er 
hav n wIt h a fu ll l oad of ocean perc h --
4 , 700 box e s or 235 m etr ic tons - - tak en 
about 120 nautical m i le s off t h e s outh 
coast of L a brado r on Ha milton B ank. 
The trip took no lo nger t han t h e u s ual 
trip to the Iceland ic grounds, according 
to th repor t in D a nsk Fiske r itid ende 
(Octobe r 10, 1958), a D anish fi shery 
tra d journa l. 

Greece 

T\\ 
FR 

con rac ed 

hI' \'es now 
d from t I ~r-

The n ew fa oryship ra 1 r 8 
feet in 1 ng h , b am a bou 36 . 1 , m uld 
eddpth27.9 fe ,andth 1,5801l.!. 
gine will provid a p d of 14 - 15 kno 
Freezing capaCIty will be abou 18-20 
metric tons in 24 hours and h fl h hold 
capacity wi ll b e close 0 500-550 m rl 

tons of frozen fi sh. Th n \\ v s I wli 
have ov e r doubl e the froz n fish . orag 
space of t h e thr ee factoryships now op
erating. 

Iceland 

F AILS TO GET N ITED TATI 1 

TO ADOPT ITER ATIO .. TAL 
FISH! G LIM IT S R E G TI 

Ic e l and IS efforts to hav d 
a tions G eneral Assembly adop mt r

n a tio rlal r e gu lations on fishing limi s 
have b een unsuccessful, th Icelandlc 
Foreign :\Imister announc d In a radIo 
addre ss on the eve of Cni d. Ta ions Da 
(Octob er 24, 1958 ). He advised ha i 
was now safe to assume hat a s cond 
L aw of the Sea Conf rence will b hId. 
The For 19n :\Iinister said: "Th Ic -
landlc de legation at th .• T. G neral 
A.ssembly has protested h:> plan 0 hold 
a new conference. The d lega ion mal -
tains that 'he ni ed Ta ions Orgamza
hon must i self find an in rna+lOn 1 0-

lution of th problem which stabl! h s 
the reasonable ril?;hts of coas a. s a 
and takes fully into con Idera io h 
special position of tho a::; hI h d -
pend chiefly upon fi heri (off h 
coas s) for heir eXlS 
land . ' 
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The Icelandic President took up the 
same theme in his United Nations D ay 
address October 24, and said that the 
United Nations is now far advanced in 
preparing a second Law of the Sea Con
ference . Had it not been for internation
al cooperation, said the President, Ice
landic fishery affairs would not have 
made as much progress as has been a
chieved. 

The United Nations General Assembly 
agenda contains the question of whether 
or not to convene a second conference on 
the Law of the Sea under United Nations 
guidance. Iceland's claim to 12-mile 
fishing limits is not on the agenda. 

MIGHT ACCEPT INTERNATIONAL 
COURT JURISDICTION 
IN FISHING LIMITS DISPUTE: 

Reviewing the fishing limits is sue be
fore the Reykjavik Social Democratic 
Society on November 4, 1958, the Ice
landic Foreign Minister intimated that 
Iceland might be willing to have the dis
pute taken before the International Court 
of Justice. Recalling that the British 
Foreign Minister had proposed this, in 
a speech before the United Nations Gen
eral Assembly, the Icelandic Foreign 
Minister suggested two ways in which 
this could be done: (1) the British could 
charge Iceland with a violation of inter
national law, or (2) the British could in
vite the Icelanders to agree to submit 
the matter to the International Court of 
Justice. 

The Icelandic Coast Guard Service 
issued a press release on November 1 
stating that a total of 113 British trawl
ers had been charged (some more than 
once) with illegal operations within the 
new fishing limits of 12 miles (unilateral
ly announced by Iceland). 

According to Morgunbladid (Novem
ber 4, 1958), the Consultative Assembly 
of the Council of Europe, during its 
recent meeting in Strassburg (October 10-
18), discussed Iceland's fishing limits 
issue m the general poiltical debate. 

F ALL HERRING CATCH POOR 
THROUGH OCTOBER 30, 1958: 

As of October 30, 1958, Icelandic drift
net catches for the autumn herring were 
light. The prospects are that this sec-
0ndary herring season off Iceland's South
west coast and in Faxa Bay will turn out 
to be as great a failure as in 1957. There
fore, Iceland will not be able to meet the 
advance sales commitments . Contracts 
have been made for 85,000 barrels 
(50,000 to Russia, 20,000 to Poland , and 
15,000 to East Germany), but only 35,000 
have been caught. Towards the end of 
October, however, the herring again ap
peared off the Reykjanes pe:linsu~a, and 
the Icelandic Herring Board was hopeful 
that the contracts could be fulfilled. 

FREEZING PLANTS 
PROSPEROUS IN 1958: 

Iceland's production of frozen fillets 
had reached 62,310 metric tons by Oc
tober 15, 1958, or more than the entire 
12-months production in 1957. The trawl
ers are still coming back from Labrador 
with holds and decks filled with ocean 
perch. 

The Icelandic Freezing Plants Corpo
ration, whose associated companies pro
duce some 85 percent of frozen fish ex
ports, had turned out some 30 percent 
more frozen cod and about 50 percent 
more ocean perch fillets than during the 
same lOt months in 1957. 

The General Manager of the Corpora
tion pointed out the improved marke t in 
the United States, which had already taken 
14,000 tons with deliveries still going 
strong, compared to some 11,000 tons 
for all of 1957. 

Iran 

FISHERY TRENDS, NOVEMBER 1958: 
The Iranian fish cannery at Bandar 

~bba~ on the. Persian Gulf is proceed
mg wlth the mstallation of US$60,000 
worth of ~ew cannery machinery provided 
by the Umted States Overseas Mission to 
Iran . The fish canner y manager stated 
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that the cannery probably would not be 
ready until the spring fishing season of 
1959. 

The cannery manager also expressed 
some concern about the future of shrimp 
resources in the Persian Gulf, which 
are being exploited by the Japanese. He 
believes t h at a study of the migration 
patterns and spawning habits is urgently 
needed to avoid depletion of the shrimp 
r esources. 

.. ' .... I .... I .... ' .... ' .. 
"," '," '," '," "," 

SHRIMP FISHERY TO EXPAND: 
T wo shrimp fishing vessels are op

erating in the Gulf of Oman and the Per
sian Gulf for a Swiss -registered fishing 
company of Bandar Abbas, Iran. Accord
ing to reports from British fishermen, 
who had b een working on the company's 
shrimp vessels on a six-months con
tract, the company plans to send 20 more 
vessels and a mothership to those areas 
to process and store the catch . 

Th e British fishermen reported that 
record catches of a bout 6 tons daily were 
made, as compared with maximums of 4-
5 tons daily in other parts of the world. 

Another indication that shrimp are 
abundant in the Persian Gulf and the Gulf 
of Oman is the retail price of 10 U. S. 
cents a pound (probably heads on) in the 
bazaar at Bandar Abbas (United States 
Consul at Istahan, November 8, 1958). 

Japan 

~ 

fii#~ 
~ 

CANNED SQUID PACK 
LOWER FOR 1958 SEASON: 

The Japanese peak squid fishing sea
son (July and August ) yielded a catch 
only about 30 percent of normal in 1958. 
Usually Japan exports about 80,000 cases 
of canned squid annually, chiefly to the 
Philippines and Singapore. The poor 
catch has resulted in a tripling of ex
vessel prices and up to the first part of 
October only 10,000 cases had been pack
ed. 

Pnor to the start of the sqUld fishing 
season in 1958, new Japanese trading 
companies had taken orders for canned 
squid at US$2 . 90 a case, or about 40-50 
cents a case lower than the 1957 price. 
The low selling price, coupled with the 
poor catches and high ex-vessel prices , 
has created a severe shortage, estimated 
to be about 30,000 to 40,000 cases. (Suis
san Tsushin, September 8, 1958.) 

EXPORTS OF SELECTED FISHERY PRODUCTS 
TO THE UNITED STATES. JANUARY-JUNE 1958 : 

During the first six months of 1958, Japanese exports of 
28,708 metric tons of frozen tuna to the United States were 
valued at US$8,348,OOO, an increase of 18.3 percent in quan
tity and 16.8 percent in value, as compared with the same 
period in 1957. Canned tuna exports (8,719 tons) to the 
United States January-June 1958 were valued at US$7 ,II 8,000, 
an increase of 35.2 percent in quantIty and 18.7 percent in 
value over the first six months of 1957. Exports of other 
canned fish (mostly salmon and oysters) and of fish and 
whale oils were also up sharply from the same penod in 
1957. 

Japan's Exports of Selected Fishery Products to the 
United States, January-June 1958 

Item 

Tuna, froze n .....•. 
;runa, canned ...... . 
~rab meat, canned .. . 
Other canned . .....• 
!Fish and marine 

animal oils • ....•. 

Quantity Value 

Jan. -June Jan. -June 

1958 1957 1958 1957 

(Metric Tons) (US$1,OOO) 
28,708 24,266 8,348 7,148 

8,719 6,449 7,118 5,996 
1,293 1,458 2,928 3,543 
9,837 4,853 8,042 4,862 

9,068 1,124 3,248 1,903 

FISHERMEN'S EARNI GS 
NORTH PACIFIC MOTHERSHIP 
SALMON OPERATIONS: 

The over-all gross earnings pe r catch 
er boat engaged in Japan e se ort h racif 
ic mothership salmon operat ions for t he 
1958 season amounted to ¥16.5 m illion 
(US$45, 83 3). This is a sharp d rop f r om 
the average of ¥2 3 million (US$6 3,710) 
earned for the 1957 season, a c c o r dll1g t o 
an article (" A General Accounting of th e 
Northern Salmon Fishing" ) i n Suisankal, 
j 0 urn a l of the F ish e r i e s Society of 
Japan. . 

For the fleets operating east of Kam 
chatka the average gross ea rn ings per 
catcher boat ranged from a high of ¥1 9 
million (V $52,630) for the Sh ll1ano Ta r u 
fleet to a low of¥H.5 million ('US$40, 165) 
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for the Shoei Maru fleet. The Tenyo 
Maru fleet which fished west of Kam
chatka' had a lower average--¥12.7 mil
lion (US$35,179). 

The salmon gill-net catcher boats ac
companying the motherships range in 
gross tonnage from 50-85 tons (the pres
ent maximum legal limit for vessels of 
this typeL with an average of about 60 
tons. These vessels carry crews of 18-
22 men. 

The share system on these salmon 
catcher boats differ somewhat from one 
part of the country to another. On boats 
from Chiba Prefecture, for example, 
each man gets a guarantee of about 
¥10,000 (US$28) a month, plus a share in 
20 percent of the boat's earnings. The 
fishing captain gets 1. 8 shares, the chief 
engineer 1.7, the paper captain and the 
radioman 1. 5, the deck engineer and 
bosun 1. 3, and ordinary fishermen 1. 0 
share. 

Miyagi Prefecture boats: the crew's 
guaranteed salary is about ¥13,000 (about 
US$36) a month, and they share 10 per
cent of the boat's earnings up to ¥10 mil
lion (US$27,708L 13 percent of the next 
¥5 million (US$13,850), 15 percent of the 
next ¥5 million, and 17 percent of earn
ings above ¥20 million (US$55,500). 

Committee" meeting on September 6, 
1958 to consider the fishery implicatlOns 
of C;mmunist China's recent declaration 
of a 12-mile zone for territorial waters . 
The meeting decid d that it would not be 
proper for the fishing industry to issue 
a statement on the matter, as the Govern
ment had already made Japan's position 
(inability to accept the d claration) clear. 
The committee further resolv d to sup
port a speedy solution of the territorial 
waters problem by the nited ~ Tations. 

Meanwhile, press r ports from l'aga
saki, an important base for trawlers 
which fish off the Chinese coast, were 
that industry circles there xpected no 
important effect on theIr operations from 
the Chinese declaration. They have been 
scrupulously observing the closed zones 
established under the unofficial Sino
Japanese fisheries agreem nt, even though 
the agreement itself lapsed June 12, 1958, 
and under that arrangement the v stay from 
12 to 60 miles off the coast. ( Ulsan Kei-
zai Shimbun, September 7, 1958.) -

FROZEN T"CNA PRICE TRE TDS: 
Early in September 1958, the Japan

ese press reported that the price of fro
zen yellowfin tuna, which had been rising 
since spring, had turned down from its 
mid-August peak of S$300 f.o.b . Japan 
per ton for 20-80 pound "clipper" (ship
frozen) fish. By the end of August the 

According to estimates published in price was down to the April-May level of 
the Shukan Asahi of July 13, 1958, if the $270 for "clipper" fish and $260 for Ice-
boat grossed ¥15 million (about US$41,550L boat fish, and showed signs of softening 
an ordinary Chiba Prefecture fisherman further. The rise was explained in Japan 
would take home about ¥170,000 (US$470) by the good market for canned tuna in the 
and a Miyagi Pref ecture fisherman about United States this past summer and the 
¥130,000 (US$360) for his 4 months' work. short Japanese summer albacore catch. 
This is c~nsidered very g?od. paJ,'> and the The drop was due to the fact that the big 
mothershIp-type. salmon flshmg IS t~e Uni.ted Sta~es packers had bought all of 
most remuneratIve part of the year s theIr requIrements and the California 
work f~r.the fi.sh~rmen fo~tunate enough sardine catch was so good that it diverted 
to partIcIpate m It, the Umted States Em- packing effort to sardines. 
bassy in Tokyo reported in a dispatch 
dated October 20, 1958. 

FISHERY IMPLICATIONS OF CHINESE 
12 - MILE TERRITORIAL 
WATERS ZONE CONSIDERED: 

The Fisheries SOciety of Japan called 
an "Emergency International Fisheries 

Frozen skipjack tuna prices also reach 
ed a peak in mid-August 1958 at $215 for 
15 -pound fish, but fell suddenly late in 
the month, and at the beginning of Sep 
tember were $180 for 7-10 pound, $ 19 0 
for 10-15 pound, and $200 for fish over 
150 pounds. The mid-August price was 
considered quite good, in view of ex - ves
sel prices at that time of $147 - $ 171 for 
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large skipjack from the Bonins area. Al
though exports of frozen skipjack to the 
United States were only 21 tons last year 
and 73 tons in the year before, it was 
estimated that about 2,000 tons had been 
sold to United States canners up to the 
first of September 1958 (Suisan Tsushin, 
September 1 and 2, 1958) . 

PLANS FOR MOTHERSHIP-TYPE 
TRAWLER FLEET 
FISHING IN NORTH PACIFIC: 

With the end of the salmon mothership 
operating season, Japan had completed 
plans for 1958 mothership-type trawler 
fleet fishing in the North Pacific. Plans 
called for four fishing fleets. Two (the 
Chiyo Maru and Miyajima Maru) in the 
Bering Sea and two (the TenyoMaru and 
the Itsukushima Maru) in the SeaorOk
hotsk. L a st year six fleets took part in 
the fishery, four of them in the Bering 
Sea . Expected production of about 20,000 
metric tons will be about one -third less 
than in 1957. 

The cutback in effort in this fishery is 
blamed on a weak domestic market for 
frozen flatfish. Last season the operators 
started out selling their catch at 4 -4i 
cents a pound (with the break-even point 
at about 5 cents ), and after the end of the 
year the price fell drastically, until in 
February and March the compaQies had 
to dispose of their large holdings at 
around 2 cents a pound. 

All four fleets sailed for the ground:::; 
between August 25 and 2,', 1958, with the 
end of fishing scheduled for the latter 
part of October. The two motherships in 
the Bering Sea w·i.ll employ four or five 
600-ton otter tr'awlers each , while the 
Okhotsk fleets will use 8 to 10 small (75-
80 ton ) t:\:·awlers. Planned production 
totals 1 a, 800 metric tons of frozen flat
fi shand 1,210 tons of salted cod. (Suis
~ Tsushin, September 4, 1958, Suisan-
Shuho. August 25, 1958 . ) 

SEED OYSTER EXPORTERS 
REACH AGREEMENT ON EXPORTS : 

An agreement among the three largest 
exporters of Miyagi Prefecture seed oys
ters to the United States was approved in 
August 1958 by the Japanese Ministry of 
International Trade. Under the previous 
agreement, 59,943 cases were exported 
at the highest prices in history. This 
year the exports will be limited to 55,000-
60,000 cases at US$7.00 a case for cut 
cultch and US$6.50 for the uncut, Lo.b. 
Shiogama. The agreement was reached 
in order to prevent excessive price com
petition among the exporters. (Suisan 
Tsushin, August, 29, 1958.) 

STUDY EFFECT OF END OF BRITISH 
CANNED SALMON IMPORT CONTROLS: 

Japanese salmon producers and ex
porters have been busy trying to predict 
the effects on their business of the end 
of British canned salmon import controls. 
As of September 24, 1958, the British re
moved all quantity restrictions on canned 
salmon imports from areas other than the 
Soviet Bloc. Although the Japanese be
lieve the change was made to placate 
Canada, which had a record pack of red 
salmon in 1958, it could result in an in
crease in Japanese sales of canned salm
on to the British market. The British an
nouncement was completely unexpected, 
even by the London offices of Japanese 
trading firms, and the Japanese exporters 
appear to feel that they must rush plan
ning of new sales policies if they are to 
take full advantage of the new situation. 

Prior to World War II the United King
dom received about 2 million cases of 
Japanese canned salmon annually, but 
under the present trade agreement be
tween the two countries, with salmon in 
the specific license category, imports 
have been held to less than 1 million 
cases. This leads the Japanese to think 
that a broad increase in exports to Brit
ain is possible; however, they foresee 
that this means a shift of emphasis from 
the United States to the British market, 
with a sharpening of competition with U
nited States and Canadian producers. The 
anticipated surge toward the newly-ex
panded British market may also bring 
about increased competition among Jap
anese traders, and a strengthening of the 
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controls exercised by the Canned Salmon 
Joint Sales Company is thought to be de
sirable (Suisan Tsushin, September 19 
and 20, 1958.) 

THIRD TUNA MOTHERSHIP FISHING 
FLEET SAILS FOR TROPICAL 
PACIFIC GROUNDS: 

The third Japanese tuna mothership 
fleet of 1958 sailed for the tropical Pa
cific, replacing another fishing company's 
No.2 Tenyo Maru in the area south of 
Fiji~On August 25, the fishing company 
operating the third fleet ordered its 
7,600-ton Koyo Maru (which had return
ed only 4 days earlier from Bering Sea 
salmon operations) to sail from Tokyo 
for the Fiji area. The mothership was 
scheduled to begin taking fish aboard on 
September 8, 1958, and to continue opera
tions until about November 5, with a 
production goal of 6,325 short tons. 

The sending of this mothership to 
this area, where good albacore catches 
have been reported lately, probably re
flects the poor summer albacore catch 
this year, and the consequent shortage 
of frozen albacore for export to United 
States packers. (Suisan Keizai Shimbun, 
August 25, 1958.) 

TRANSSHIPMENTS OF ATLANTIC 
TUNA TO UNITED STA-=;T.=E;.:;S~: -=--_ 

During the summer of 1958, arrange
ments for transshiping tuna caught by 
Japanese vessels in the Atlantic Ocean 
to the United States through various 
South American and Caribbean ports 
have been attracting attention. Three 
schemes have already been approved, 
and another Japanese trading firm re
portedly has applied for approval. The 
three transshipment schemes presently 
in operations are: One Japanese fishing 
company is using three vessels (the Kin
ryu Maru, Kairyu Maru, and No. 2 Ban
shu Maru) to deliver a total on 300 tons 
of tuna to the Puerto Rico tuna c'annery 
via Haiti - -2, 100 tons of yellowfin at 
US$245 c. & f. and 200 tons of albacore 
at US$345 c. & f. Another company, 

using its No. ~ Hoko Maru, is selling 
450 tons of yellowfin tuna, through a 
trading firm, to a United States West 
Coast canner . The transshipment point 
is Cristobal, Panama, and the pric es for 
the 50 tons of round fish are US$275 for 
20-80 pound fish and US$265 for 80-100 
pound fish; for the 400 tons of fillets the 
price is US$280 a ton. A third company, 
using the No. ~ Kaiko Nlaru, is selling 
500 tons oTyellowfin tuna fillets to east
ern l nited States packers via the British 
Island of Trinidad at a price of lJS$265 a 
ton. 

The Japanese Fishery Agency has con
sulted with the Foreign Office and the 
Mmistry of International Trade and In
dustry on the matter of direct delivery 
of tuna abroad by Japanese fishing boats 
for export to the nited States. Because 
it appeared that the regulations in force 
might operate, under the present circum
stances, to obstruct the development of 
the tuna fishing industry, the following 
new policies have been worked out: Per
mIssion to land fish abroad will be grant
ed separately for each trip, after con
sultation with the two ministries (how
ever, this does not apply to landmgs at 
American Samoa and ~ ew Hebrides); 
permission will not be granted where It 
appears that it would impede develop
ment of the Japanese tuna fishing indus
try and export trade; no landings abroad 
will be permitted which are not in accord 
with export regulations applied within 
Japan; permission will be granted only 
where the price appears to be in balance 
with the prices for which tuna is export
ed from Japan; in the case of vessels 
fishing in the Atlantic, permission will 
be limited to vessels which, before sail
ing from Japan, had been granted permis 
sion to deliver fish abroad for export 
elsewhere than to the Uriited States; 
transfer of the catch from one vessel to 
another will not be permittt:d. These 
policies are in effect as of September 2, 
1958. (Suisan Tsushin, September 8,1958. ) 
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Norway 

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS 
CHANGES IN FISHING INDUSTRY: 

The report by a committee on the 
Norwegian fisheries (set up by the Nor
wegian Government in 1957) was re
leased tothepress on November 10,1958. 
The committee, established to study the 
cod -fishing sector in particular, has con
ducted a thorough investigation of the en
tire fishing industry to find means of in
creasing the profitability of the fisheries. 
Its chairman is the Director of the Bank 
of Norway and at one time was Minister 
of Finance and of Commerce. The views 
and findings of the Committee will serve 
as the basis for determining future Nor
wegian fishing policies. 

Among the far-reaching and forward
looking recommendations in the report, 
according to press accounts, are the fol
lowing: (1) The industry should engage 
in more year-round deep-sea fishing 
and build up a fleet of large ocean-going 
trawlers. (2) Increased efforts should 
be made to sell more quality fish prod
ucts such as salted fish and frozen fish 
fillets to the high-price markets; less 
stockfish and klipfish should be produced. 
(3) The Government should establish a 
condemnation fund for the replacement or 
scrapping of inadequate vessels. (4) The 
state should set up a special fund for con
ducting experiments with new fishing gear 
and methods. (5) Certain tax concessions 
should be granted. The Committee also 
recommended the development of new 
industries in the coastal districts to 
draw labor away from unprofitable fish
ing enterprises. 

The report will first be distributed to 
the various fisheries organizations. It 
will next be studied by the Ministry of 
Fisheries in the light of views of the 
fisheries organizations and then will be 
submitted to the Storting for considera
tion and possible action. 

It is expected that there will be con
siderable opposition from the fishe rmen 
to many of the Committee r s proposals. 
Norwegian fishermen, who have tradition
ally preferred one-man or family enter
prises, and who in many instances en
gage in part-time farming, will be reluc
tant to give up their freedom of operation 

to become employees of trawling com
panies. The prospect of increased in
come, however, from employment by 
such companies would serve as a con
siderable inducement. 

HERRING SALE TO RU SSIA: 
With the sale of 2,500 metric tons 

(25,000 barrels) of Norwegian-caught 
Iceland herring to Russia, all of the 1958 
catch has been sold. The herring were 
shipped in November 1958 and the price 
to the Russians was the same as a year 
earlier. The sale of the Iceland herring 
was made under the three -year trade a
greement which expires December 31, 
1958, the United States Embassy in Oslo 
reported in a November 14, 1958, dis
patch. 

Philippines 

SECOND FLOATING FISH CANNERY 
RECEIVED FROM JAPANESE: 

A 2,OOO-gross-ton floating fish can
nery was due to be delivered to the Phil
lipine Government on November 19, 1958, 
under the Japanese reparations program. 
The Mis Estancia, with a canning capac
ity of 840 cases of half-pound cans per 
day, is the second floating fish cannery 
to be delivered to the Philippines. The 
fir~t cannery, the Mis Magsaysay, was 
dehvered to the Philippine Government 
on September 20, 1958. 

Portugal 

CANNED FISH EXPORTS JANUARY-AUGUST 1958: 
Portugal's exports of canned fish during January-August 

1958, amounted to 38,267 metric tons (2,383,100 cases), val-

Portuguese Canned Fish Exports, January-August 1958 

Species 

Sardines in olive oil 
Sardinelike fish in oliv"e' o'il' ...... . 
Sardine & sardinelike fish in' br'i~e' : : 
Tuna & tunalike fish in olive oil .. •. 
Tuna & tunalike fish in brine 
Mackerel in olive oil . . . . . . 
Other fish . ........ .. . 

" ........ " 

Total ......... 

Metric US$ 
Tons 1,000 

25,847 13,713 
4,054 2,768 

670 151 
1,364 ' 1,092 

614 313 
4,929 2,169 

789 239 

38,267 20,445 
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ued at US$20.4 million, as compared with 30,886 tons, val
ued at US$19.1 million, for the same period in 1957. Sar
dines In olive oil exported during the first eight months of 
1958 amounted to 25.847 tons, valued at US$13.7 million. 

During January- August 1958, the leading canned flsh buy-
er waS Italy with 7,191 tons (valued at U S$3. 7 million). follow
ed by Germany with 5.982 tons (valued at US$3.2 million), Great 
Bntaln with 3.882 tons (valued at US$2.0 million). the United 
States wIth 3,708 tons (valued at US$2.7 million), and Belgium
Luxem!:Jourg wIth 2,680 tons (valued at US$1.4 million). Ex
ports to the Umted States included 1,747 t ons of anchovies. 
(Conservas de PelXe, October 1958.) 

CANNE D FISH PACK. J ANUARY JUNE 1958 : 
The total pack of canned fish for January-June 1958 a

mounted to 12,619 metnc tons as compared with 15,508 tons 
for the Same period in 1957. Canned sardines In 011 (6,818 
tons) accounted for 54.0 percent of the January-June 1958 
total pack, hIgher by 4.2 percent than the pack of 6,545 tons 
for the Same perlOd of 1957. the October Conservas de Pelxe 
reports. - --

Portuguese Can ned Fish Pack, January-June 1958 

Net Canners' 
Product Weight Value 

Metnc US$ 
Tons 1,000 

In Olive 011: 
Sardlnes:- ................ . 6,818 3,688 

Sardine like fish ............ . 991 490 
A nchovy fillets .. ...... ..... . 1,748 1,502 
Tuna .. ................. . 1,357 1,003 
Other' specIes (Incl. shellflsh) ... . 239 165 

In Bnne: 
SardlOelike fish ........... . . 1,117 190 

Other species ... . .......... . 349 123 

Total .................. . 12,619 7,161 

NOl~: Values converted at rate of 28.75 escudos equals USSl. 

FISHERIES TRENDS AUGUST 195tl : 
~'!£<!L~ Eishi~ During August 1958, the Portuguese 

fiShing fleet landed 15,086 metric tons of sardines (valued at 
US$I,658,260 ex-vessel or $110 a t on ). In August 1957, a to
tal of 10,634 tons of sardines were landed (valued at 
US$I,506,608). 

Canneries pur hased 63.6 percent or 9,591 tons of the sar
dines (valued at S$I,116,OOO ex-vessel or $116.36 a ton) 
durIng A ugust. Only 9 tons were salted, and the balance of 
5,486 tons was purchased for the fresh flsh market. 

MatosInhos lead all other ports In August landings of 
s ardInes wIth 8,980 tons or 59.5 percent, followed by Porl1mao 
2,102 tons (13.9 percent). and Setuball,069 ton~ (7 . 1 percent). 

Other Fishing: fhe August 1958 landIngs of fish other 
than sardines were prinCipally 4,763 tons (value US$277 ,565) 
ofchinchards , 4,028 tons (value US$340,556) of anchovIes, 
1,842 tons of mackerel (value U S$131, 200), 538 tons of tuna 
(value US$130,052). and 54 tons of bonito (valueUS$8,104), 
(Cons.!!!'.YE-~ de l'elg" October 1958). 

Rhodesi a 

FRESH FISH SHIPPED BY 
RAIL FROM CAPE TOW 
--Fresh fish can now be distributed to 
retailers in Southern Rhodesia daily, in
stead of only twice weekly, with the open
of a £,70,000 (US$1 96,OOO) cold-storage 
plant in Salisbury. 

Supplies to the new plan t will be main
tained by regular "fresh fish trains" from 
Cape Town, South Africa, twice each week. 
The first of these arrived shortly before 
the official opening of the plant. The fish, 
straight from the trawlers, were packed 
in crushed ice, and the temperature had 
risen only 7 degrees during the journey. 

Special refrigerated trucks carrying 
frozen fish and other food products come 
to the plant with products from the nited 
Kingdom, Canada, Denmark, and Holland. 

Six freezers capable of holding 236 
tons and an ice room of 45 tons capacity 
ensure that the fish is kept in good con
dition for distribution later. (The Fishery 

ews, ovember 7, 1958.) -- -

Singapore 

PLAKS FOR TU A CANNERY AND 
FREEZING PLANT NEAR COMPLETIO T. 

--Plans for the tuna cannery and freez=
ing plant to be built jointly with Singapore 
and Japanese capital are now near reali
zation. A Japanese fisheries miSSlOn was 
in Singapore in 1 ovember 1958 studymg 
the plans and conferring with Govern
ment officials. The manager of he Sing
apore Industrial PromotlOn Board in a 
public statement said that an agreem nt 
on establishing a tuna fishll1g industry in 
Singapore is expected by the end of 1958. 

Plans call for the investmen of 
1\I$5,OOO,OOO (L" $1,633,000), WI h h Ja
panese providing 51 percent and 10 al 
sources the remainder. It IS xp('c d 
that 250 people will be mi ially mploy d 
at the plant, till nited at ('on u 

ingapore r 'ports 1Il;)' 0 (IT b 1 
dispatch. 

000000 
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Sweden 

DELEGATES REPORT ON 
INTERNj.~TIONAL FISHING 
CONFERENCE HELD IN PARIS: 

The delegates representing the Swed
ish Fishermen's National Association at 
the October 1958 International European 
Fishing Confe renc e held in Paris on fish
ery questions, reported that because of 
recent incidents in Icelandic waters, it 
was natural that the question about fish
ing boundaries attracted great interest 
at the conference. 

The two delegates stated in a press 
interview that in many countries there 
is great uneasiness as to the future with 
respect to this matter of territorial wa
ters. In order to prevent, if possible, 
further "desperate boundary extensions" 
the conference adopted a resolution urg
ing all governments in the countries con
cerned to make a real effort to convene 
an international conference as soon as 
possible to solve this question. The res-
0lution also appealed to the governments 
not to make any changes whatever until 
the international conference concluded 
its wo rk, the main purpose of which would 
be to assure that fishing rights with 'his
to ric traditions are respected. 

The Paris conference also discussed 
certain proposals presented by the Inter
national Labor Organization on minimum 
age of employment in the fishing trade, 
certain health questions, and other mat
ters. The European common market 
was another subject for discussion, evi
dently rather a delicate one. The lead
ing fishery nations apparently differed 
widely in their opinions. 

PROPOSED SCANDINAVIAN 
COMMON MARKET CAUSE OF 
CONCERN TO F ISHERMEN: 

In replying to a formal question by 
the spokesman for the fishermen's or 
ganizations in the Swedish parliament , the 
Minister of Commerce stated that the 
fishermen's organizations will be given 
an opportunity to make a statement re 
garding the supplemental report of the 
Scandinavian Economic Cooperation Com 
mittee on the Scandinavian common mar
ket. The Minister also said that "no de 
cision as to a Scandinavian common mar 
ket is expected to be reached at the ses
sion of the Nordic Council now meeting 
in Oslo, but perhaps the Council will be 
called to an extra session next year for 
final discussion of the question." Acom 
mon market as to fishery products could 
probably not be carried through as an iso 
lated event, the Minister said, but only 
as a link in a Scandinavian common mar
ket for all or practically all branches of 
trade. 

Swedish fishermen, according to a 
statement made by their spokesman in 
Parliament, are very uneasy about Scan
dinavian cooperation. Fish imports into 
Sweden, he said, have increased heavily 
during the last few years while it has be 
come increasingly difficult to sell Swed
ish fish in the international market. 

Agriculture and fis hery, he stated, are 
working under similar conditions. It 
would therefore be desirable, he argued, 
that their products be treated in an iden
tical manner and occupy the same posi
tion in Scandinavian common trade. He 
also stressed the fact that the fishermen's 
organizations as we ll as private individ
uals have invested large sums of money 

At the Paris conference the text of in machines for fish fillets for the Swed -
the bylaws of a nev" organization was final- ish market . For this reason, he main-
1y agreed upon, and many of the delegates I tained, imports from Norway and partly 
were prepared to join the new organiza- also from Denmark, constitute aproblem . 
tion, the name of which would be the Furthermore, he said, Swedish fishing 
Western European Fishery Conference. grounds are far off in the North Sea while 

the Norwegians have theirs close by, and 
The countries represented at the con - therefore competition does not take place 

ference were Sweden, Great Britain, under identical conditions. For these rea -
France, Holland, Belgium, Wes' Germany, sons, he appealed to the Minister of Com-
Spain, Portugal, . Torway, a nd Denmark. merce to accord identical treatment to 
(Heport from the United States Consulate fishery products and agricultural prod-
at Goteborg, 'ovembel 10, 1958.) ucts at the Scandinavian negotiations, the 
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United States consul in Goteborg report
ed on November 12, 1958. 

SUMMER HERRING 
CATCH LOWER: 

The landings of herring b y Swedish 
trawlers from July 1-September 30, 1958, 
totaled 12,400 metric tons as compared 
with 25,900 tons in the same period of 
1957. The quantity of herring salted at sea 
declined from 4,600 tons to 3,200 tons, 
and herring salted ashore from 5,100 
tons to 1,600 metric tons during this 
three months period. 

D~e to the reduced herring catch, 
S:ve:ilsh. we~t coast fishermen are facing 
dIfhcultIes m fulfilling the export agree
ment for 1958 with East Germany . 

The Fladen herring fishing season was 
ended and West Coast fishermen hoped 
that the winter herring fishing would give 
a better yield, the United States Consulate 
at Goteborg reported on ovember 10, 1958. 

TWO STEEL TRAWLERS 
CONTRACTED FOR IN HOLLAND: 

The keel of a new steel trawler or
dered by Swedish fishermen was recent
ly laid at a Dutch shipyard in Zaandam 
and will be delivered in March 1959. The 
trawler has an over-all length of 23.7 
meters (77 . 7 feet), a breadth of 5.80 me
ters (19.0 feet), and a molded depth amid
ship of 2.85 meters (9.3 feet). 

. T~e trawler is be ing builtin conform
lty wIth the highest class of the Norwe
gian c l a ssification society ( orske Veri
tas), with ice strengthening in the fore
part of the hull and with 12 millimeter 
(about t inch) steel plate in the bow. 
The machinery will consist of two twin 
8-cylinder Diesel engines of 400 horse
power coupled to a single shaft. Since 
the trawler will be fishing in distant wa
ters provision is made for a large supply 
of fresh water and fuel oil. 

The hull will be divided into four wa
tertight bulkheads. One section will con
tain space for gear and fuel tank, two 

sections for fis h holds (one of whic h is in
sulated), one section for engineroom, and 
one section for stern cabin. 

Profile and deck views of new steel trawler built for Swed
ish fisheries . 

Another steel trawler for Swedish ac
count is being built in Holland. The or
der for this trawler was placed at a Dutch 
shipyard in Amsterdam. The trawler 
was launched during the middle of ovem
ber 1958 . 

This trawler, somewhat larger than 
the trawler under construction at the 
Zaandam yard, has a length of 26.4 me
ters (86.6 feet), a breadth of 6.2 meters 
(20.3feet) , adepthof3.1 meters(10.2 
feet ), and a gross tonnagE of about 100 
tons. 

This trawler, powered by a 460-horse
power Diesel engine, has a maximum 
speed of 13 knots. All types of modern 
equipment, such as radiotelephone, echo
sounding device, and a direction finder 
were installed. 

The Swedish contractor plans to sell 
this trawler to a fishing team on the 
Swedish west coast and hopes that this 
type of trawler may serve as a prototype 
for other trawlers which could be built 
at Swedish yards. 
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Union of South Africa 

SOUTH AND SOUTH-WEST AFRICA 
PILCHARD-MAASBANKERINDUSTRY. 1958 : 

In the first week of August 1958 the fishing industry of 
the Union of South Africa Cape west coast passed the 250,000-
metric -ton annual quota for pilchard and maasbanker (jack 
mackerel) for the first time since this limit was imposed in 
1953. With some good fishing periods during the month of 
August, landings were expected to bring the total Cape catch 
to just under the 300,000-ton mark for the seae'on. 

As the result of an arrangement made in 1955, the indus
try was permitted to continue fishing through August but all 
catching stopped at the end of August and factories and boats 
now have a four-month lay-up period. 

Several factories have already been stripped down, and 
plants will undergo a thorough overhaul before the next sea
son starts in January 1959. 

In South-West Africa Walvis Bay the 1958 season was 
also drawing to its close as the catch approached the 
250,000-ton limit. Each of the six Walvis Bay factories, 
however, has its own quota and so there is no sudden end 
to fishing as in the Union. 

Although the year still has more than three months to go, 
the 1958 season is already certain to be one of the best ever 
for most sections of the industry. Fish products are mov
ing steadily into local markets and exports have been at a 
high level through most ofthe first nine months of the year. 

Between May and September, the South African Fish 
Meal Producers' Association chartered five vessels to 
carry South and South-West African meal to the United 
Kingdom and the European Continent. Other vessels were 
chartered to take bulk exports of fish - body oil. 

According to figures released by the Division of Fish
eries, the Union of South P. frica Cape west coast catch in 
July was 25,613 tons pilchards, 1,109 tons maasbanker, and 
1,151 tons mackerel. The month's total catch of 27,873 tons 
brought the total for the first seven months of the year to 
271,323 tons, comprising 187,823 tons pilchards, 61,394 
tons maasbanker, and 22,106 tons mackerel. The quota 
fish (pilchards and maasbanker) total January-July was 
249,217 tons. 

The July 1958 catches compare with 1,911 tons pilchards 
and 403 tons maasbanker in July 1957. The July 1958 catch 
yielded 5,408 tons fish meal, 113,441 gallons fish oil, 
626,253 pounds of canned pilchards, 506,208 pounds of 
canned maasbanker, and 356,028 pounds of canned mack
erel. 

The pilchard catch at Walvis Bay January-July totaled 
182,369 tons. (The South African Shipping News and Fish
!ng,Lndustry Review, September 1958.) -----

SPINY LOBSTER MEAT 
USED TO MAKE CRACKERS: 

Attractive crackers prepared from 
shrimp and tapioca flour, imported into 
South Africa caused the Fishing Industry 
Research Institute, Cape Town, to inves
tigate the use of spiny lobster meat in 
crackers. 

While the shrimp crackers when im
mersed briefly in hot oil before ser';ing 
expand and take on a light, foamy, but 
crisp texture, this was not easily obtain
ed when similar crackers were prepared 
from lobster meat. The Institute then ex
perimented with tapioca dough and found 
that crackers made from a finer flour 
with a higher moisture content (8.9 per 
cent) gave, when cooked, better expansion 
with larger bubbles than those with a low 
er mO isture c ontent made from coarser 
flour. (Australian Fisheries ~ewsletter, 
October 1958.) 

U. S. S. R. 

BRITISH FROZEN COD FILLETS 
SALE TO RUSSIA INCREASED: 

The 4,OOO-ton contract for frozen cod 
and coalfish or coley fillets between the 
Soviet Union and United Kingdom proces
sors' for delivery by Britain between 
March and September 1958, was increased 
to 6,050 tons. 

Hull will supply about 57 percent, 
Grimsby 35 percent, and Fleetwood 8 
percent of the total- -(Australian) Fisher-
ies Newsletter, October 1958). ----

EXPANSION OF ANTARCT IC 
WHALING FLEET: 

. The first of three new whaling factory 
ShIPS ,tas been launched b y the Russians 
and :"'111 participate in the 1959/60 Ant
arc~l~ season, The new factoryship ex 
pedlt.lOn, named Sovjetskaja Ukraina, will 
conSIst of the factoryship and 20 modern 
fast whale catchers according to the Oc
tober 1958 N?rsk Hvalfangst-Tidende 
(The NorwegIan Whaling Gazette). 
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u. S. S. R. (Contd.): 

FREEZERSHIPS FISH SARDINES 
OFF AFRICAN WEST COAST: 
-Russian freezerships hav-e fished sar
dines off the west coast of Africa, ac
cording to a report of the annual Inter
national Refrigeration Institute meeting in 
Moscow, published in Fiskaren, a Norwe
gian fishery trade paper.-Thecatches were 
frozen on board the vessel. The frozen 

United Kingdom 

PRESERVATION OF FISH BY 
IRRADIATION STUDIED: 
- Significant increases inthe keeping 
properties of fish have been achieved by 
subjecting them to irradiation, accord
ing to Foo::l Investigation, ~957, publish
ed by the British Department of Scientif
ic and Industrial Research. 

Samples of haddock, mackerel, herring, 
cod, and sole were irradiated at Harwell 
in an experiment by the staff of the Torry 
Research Station and the Low Tempera
ture Research Station. Cod and sole were 
least affected in odor and flavor by ir-

sardines were landed in Russia and canned. 
The results were so good that additional 
vessels are expected to participate. 

The Russians also reported that they 
cooled small herring anchovies immedi
ately after they were caught. Cooling 
was accomplished by pumping the small 
fish in ice-cold ocean water through a 
hose 10 cm . (almost 4 inches) in diameter 
which was 30 meters (98 feet) long, 

radiation, while cod exposed to compara
tively low doses of radiation were found 
to remain palatable for 13 days, com
pared with 9 for untreated fish of the 
same kind. 

The best results were obtained with 
fish which had been irradiated and then 
treated with an antibiotic solution. These 
remained edible for 23 days when stored 
at freezing temperatures. 

The report also contains information 
on experiments carried out to determine 
the usefulness of freezing at sea as a 
means of pre serving fish. 

ROLE OF FISHERY PRODUCTS IN FAMILY FOOD PURCHASES 

Approximately 28 percent of all spending for food is for meat, poultry, and 
fish, according to ation's Business. The proportion expended for each remains 
fairly constant at all income levels. When incomes rise, a larger proportion is 
then spent for beef and turkey, and a smaller proportion for pork, chicken, and 
fish. 

Th e average family spends $ 380 a year for meat, poultry, and fish. Approxi 
mately $295 is spent for meat as follows: $125 for beef, $105 for pork, and $38 
for hot dogs and other luncheon meats. SF-,ending for poultry is $55, whereas only 
$30 is spent for fish. This is $8.00 less than the amount for hot dogs and other 
luncheon meats. The bulk of the expe ldutures for f ish are for the fro zen and 
canned varieties. 

This presents a c hallenge. Since indications are that beef supplies \'\'i ll not 
be as heavy during the next two years, we must make every e f for t to increase 

, the consumption of fishery products and thus obtain a larger s h are of the pro
, tein food market. 


