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FISH OIL MARKET SIT T \TIO I IF,1958 

During 1957 and 1958, th, fats and olis 51 u Ion 
in \\ est rn Gt:'rmany and th~ ethE'rland cha 19 d 
from one of shortag. to near saturatIOn. Pr s 
weakened and decllO d; buyers wer r h.ctan dur 
ing 1958 to purchase more than th lr lmmedl t 
needs untIl thE. falll'lg markE't stablllzed ThIS 
the general sltuatlOll rt'sponslbl ()r h sharp d -
cline in Cnited States exports of flsh oIls, ac ord 
109 to trade sourc,'s 10 Hamburg and Rot rdam. 

During the first 10 months of 1958, m d Sat s 
exports of fish oils were 29 percen blow thos of 
1957 and substantially below those of 19",6. Mus 
reduction in export trade \\ as caus for onc rn 
the United States lOdustry \\hlCh d P nds upon V. 
ern European markets as th main out! -t for Its 
production of menhaden OIl. 

fEDERAL 
~. IE PUBLIC 

........ 

Of 
GERIIANY 

A brief survey of the prospects for marketmg 
flsh OIls in Western Germany and the. etherlands 
was made by a representative of the '. S. Bureau 
of Commercial Fisheries during mid-December 
1958. He talked with leading fish-oil importers 
in Hamburg, Rotterdam, and London. 

In general, the prospects for increased exports 
of fish oils to Europe in 1959 are more encouraging. 
Although prices for fats and oils had been on a de­
cline since early in 1958, they were expected to 
stabilize about February 1959 after initial sales of 
this season 1 s whale -oil production and establish­
ment of prices for the large supplies of soybeans 
and soybean oils . 

Menhaden oil prices were reported relatively 
high during the early months of 1958; buyers found 

SITe TIO [ \\ E T GER 1 y. German mar­
gari~ producHon fili957 amoun e 0 648,000 mel 
nc tons. Consump Ion of marganne 10 Germany 
has mcreased from 5.6 kIlograms per capita In 

1949 to 12.3 kIlograms 10 1957. The outlook for 
total margarllle produc Ion sho\\ s s a b l1 . bu 
consumptIon of the lower-pnced quallty produC 
has dechned substantially smce 1955. T his devel' 
opment has been sImulated b\ the introductlon of 
new brands \\ lth Impro'. ed Co;;slstency, ta ste. and 
packagmg. ThIS trend IS expec ed 0 c ontinue. 

The trend to\\ards higher-quality fa s IS attrib­
uted to rising consumer mcome, hou s e wives are 
able and willmg to pay relatively hIgh prices for 
butter and the top-quality brands of margarine. 
Average prices for margarine remained stable 
however, there was an increase in he price of the 
more expensive brands in 1957. 

About 50 percent of the West Ge rman margarine 
supply is produced by one firm WIth plants in Ham-
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burg, Kl eve, and Mannheim . An additional 10 per­
c ent is shar ed by smaller plants operating under 
contract with this firm. Tr'ade reports indicate 
that a big advert ising campaign and the introduction 
of a new brand has increased-this firm's share up 
to 75 percent of the total German margarine supply. 

Mo r e oilseeds are being crushed in Germa ny. 
Oilseeds imported during 1957 totaled 1,190,000 
metric tons, compared with 700,000 tons imported 
in 1953. Imports of ve getabl e oils and fats in­
creased from 202,000 tons in 195 3 to 261,000 tons 
in 1957 . World oilseed production has increased 
substantially in recent years and surplus supplies 
are a principal c ause of declining oil prices. Stocks 
of fats and oils on hand January 1, 1958, of 19 5,700 
metric tons were 19 percent higher t han a year ear ­
lier . 

In terms of oil value, coconut fat is the leader 
among the edible vegetable and marine oil consumed 
in Germany. Soybean oil is next, followed closely by 
cottonseed oil, and palm kernel fat and palm oil. 
Whale oil and fish oil are next . 

Soybean imports of 627,000 tons in 1957 were 18 
percent greater than in 1956. The United States sup­
plied 98 percent of the total soybean imports. Soy­
bean oil imports totaled 26,932 tons of which 11,728 
tons were from the United States. Cottonseed oil 
imports of 119,000 tOilS were 22 percent greater. 
The ·United States supplied almost 100 percent of 
this quantity. 

Ge r man production of edible fats and oils from 
domestic raw materials was as follows in 1956 and 
1957: 

Vegetable oils. 
Marine oils . 
Slaughter fats 
Butter . .... 

I 1957 I 1956 
(1,000 Metric Tons) 

I 
20.9 16.2 
20.7 19.7 

273.0 255.0 
27 9.9 273.9 

West Germany produces mainly rape-seed. A 
market for domestic produ ction is assured t hrough 
Government regulation which obligates margarine 
producers to use rape-seed oil in the production 
of margarine. The degree to whi c h the government 
fosters this type of program will also have a bear­
lOgon the use of United States fish oils . Some re­
V1SlOn of the German program is reported under 
consideration. 

. West German imports of fish and marine-animal 
olls declined from 88,672 metric tons in 1956 to 
66,2 10 t~ns in 1957. A further decline in imports 
of fish 011s was noted in the first nine months of 
1958 . Of the 1957 total, imports from the United 
States totaled 28,528 tons. In the first nine months 
of 1958, fish oil imports from the United States 'de­
cllOed further . Imports from South Africa increased 
substantially; smaller gains were noted in fish -oil 
lmports from Iceland and Norway . 

Whale - Oil imports in 1957 amounted to 81 189 
~ons, of which 34,748 tons were from Japan 32 151 

l
ands from Norway, and 5,515 tons from the 'Nether­
an s . 

10 Exports of fish oil from Germany total about 
,000 tons annually, reportedly shipped out of the 

COUll ry a t th e en d f a the year for tax-saving pur-
poses. 

A considerably larger quantity of herring went 
to German reduction factories .in 1957- - 14,962 met-
ric tons as compared with 2,696 tons in 1956 . The re-
duction industry received 37,904 tons of raw material 

Table 1 German Federal Republic Fish-Oil 
Imports by Principal Country of Origin, 1957- 58 

Country Jan. - Sept. I Year 
1958 1957 I 1957 

United States 
. .. ~In Metric Tons) ... 
13,152 27 ,044 28,528 

Angola ... 5,002 6,85 1 10,749 
Ic e l and .... 2,625 1, 37 1 5,786 
No r way . 6,637 5,950 7, 181 
South Africa. 9,241 3,342 4,6 94 
Other .. .. 7, 646 7, 378 9, 272 

Total . .. 44,30 3 51,936 66,21 0 

from t he deep-sea fishery, and 76 ,949tons from in-
shore and coastal fisheries. In addition, 25 3,552 
tons of offal were r eceived. From all this, 20,734 
·tons of fish oil and 76,531 tons of fish meal were 
produced. In 1956, 19, 738 tons of oil and 75,768 
tons of meal were produced from 279,750 tons of 
raw material. 

During January-September 1958, German fish-
oil production totaled 13,156 metric tons, a decrease 
of 16.7 percent from the 1957 period. Fish meal 
production amounted to 56,829 tons, a decline of4.5 
percent. A smaller herring catch was largely re-
sponsible for the decline. 

SITUATION IN THE NETHERLANDS: Supplies 
of fats and oils werereported generally adequate 
in the Netherlands; prices were weakened and fall-
ing- -so no one was anxious to buy. Herring oil produc 
tion in Europe has been low, but large quantities of pil-
chard oil were available from South Africa. Herring 
oil is more desirable in the trade generally, but the 
supply is sporadic and undependable. Importers like 
the constant supply feature of menhaden oil from 
the United States. 

Table 2 - Netherlands Imports of Fats and Oils of 
Fish and Marine Animals 

(for domestic consumption'), 1957 -5 8 

Origin 
Jan. -Oct. I 

Year 
1957 I 1957 1957 

1/ 
. . .. ~ In Metric Tons) ... 

Sea- . . . . . 33,859 20,188 23,497 
Japan ... . 52 10,441 10,445 
United States. 4,165 6,578 6,583 
Union of So. Africa. 288 3,014 3,023 
Southwest Africa . 5,631 - -
Australia .. .. 1,124 - -
Norway ..... , 2,827 1,080 1,272 
Falkland Islands 1,042 1,148 1,478 
Iceland 187 999 1,000 
Other . . . .... 3,624 3,028 3,759 

Total ... . . 52,799 46,476 51,057 
11 Believed to consist of whale oil taken at sea, 
Source: Central Bureau of Statistics. • 

Netherlands butter production inc reased in 1957, 
and margarine production leveled off in its climb. 
A factor of some importance in the trade, whic h cause d 
some setback in the margarine industry, were the siz 
able sales of cold-storagebuHer. Here, as inGer-
many, the leading firm put on an extensive promo-
tional campaign for its top-grade margarine. The 
campaign, according to trade sources, made spe-
c ial mention that the new margarine contained no 
fish oil. ---
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TEETh TG 0 T FISHERY COOPER.ATI\E 
A echnical international meeting 0-

fishery cooperatives will be held in 
pIes, I aly, May 12 -21, 1959. The Food 
and Agriculture Organization of the t­
nited Tations (F AO) is in charge of ar­
rangements :or the meeting. 

An interesting and diversified agenda 
has been planned by F AO. s a mear. 
of providing a prachcal background to 
the conference, a series of visits \\i11 b 
arranged to fishery cooperatives and 
fishing centers in the vicinity of . 'aple 

Working papers will cover' Fisher 
Cooperatives in Europe; Fishery Co­
operatives in orth merica ; Prospec 
for Cooperative Action 10 Fisheries: 
Government and Other Servic es Related 
to Fishery Cooperatives; Cooperative 
Education and Training; and CooperabH 
Business Organization and Methods in 
Fisheries. 

Participants will include representa­
tives of both government fishery senlc 
and the cooperative movement itself. 

The success of the meeting, it is b -
lieved, will depend a great deal on sec .. r­
ing a balance between participants who 
are responsible for government coopera­
tive programs anc those who are prole 
sionally engaged in cooperative manag -
ment and business activities. 

F AO I s budget allows for defraying 
costs of sponsoring the confer nce bu 
does not include funds to assist tho 
wish to attend the meeting. 

TEl 1 ~ATIO. AL PA IFIC 
II LIBUT OMMI SIOl 
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In Area l A there shall be one fishing season, without 
cat ch limit, extending from May 1 to 6:00 a.m. October 16 
or to the closure of Area 3A, whichever is later. 

In Area 3A there shall be one fishing season, with a 
catch limit of 30 million pounds, commencing on May 1 and 
terminating at the time the catch limit is attained. 

In Area 3B there shall be one fishing season, without 
catch limit, extending from April 1 to October 16 or to the 
closure of Area 3A, whichever is later. 

In Area 2 there shall be two fishing seasons as in 1958, 
except that the Cape Scott and Goose Islands grounds in 
Queen Charlotte Sound at the north end of Vancouver Is­
land and the inside waters of southeastern Alaska Shall be 
closed to halibut fishing during the second season. 

La:ge halibut being loaded in the hold of a halibut fishing 
vessel in the North Pacific, Metal cans are used to save 
the livers which are used to make fish-liver oil . 

In Area 2 the catch in the first season shall be limited 
to 26.5 million pounds. The second fishing season in 
Area 2 shall begin at 6:00 a.m. August 22, for a period 
of 7 days without a catch limit. 

In Area IB there shall be two fishing seasons, identi­
cal in duration to those in Area 2, and without a catch 
limit. 

The grounds in Area 2 off Masset at the north end of 
Queen Char lotte Islands and off Timbered Islet off the 
west coast of Prince of Wales Island in Southeastern 
Alaska, which had been closed for a number of years prior 
to 1958, shall again be open in 1959. 

The Commission held its 35th Annual Meeting in Seattle 
the latter part of January. The Commission is responsible 
to Canada and the United States for the investigation and 
regulation of the halibut fishery of the northern Pacific 
Ocean and Bering Sea. Its specific function is the develop­
ment of the stocks of halibut to levels that will permit the 
ma.ximum sustained yield, and its decisions regarding regu­
latlOns are based upon the findings of its scientific staff. 

Since in the past the United States and Canadian Govern­
ment have accepted the recommendations of the Commis­
sio.n without changes, it is fairly certain that the 1959 regu­
latlOns will be approved by the two Governments as recom­
mended by the Commission. 
N~te: Also see Commercial Fisheries Re view, Apr. 1958 p. 49, June 1958~p. 55, 

ug. 1958 pp . 56 & 112, Oct. 1958 p~ 

NORTHWEST PACIFIC FISHERIES 

JAPANESE-RUSSIAN CONFERENCE: 
The third Japan-U,S,S.R. conference 

on northwest Pacific fisheries (underway 
in January 1959), spent its first week de­
bating the order of the agenda, the Soviet 
Union wishing t9 have regulations and 
conservation measures taken up before 
the setting of Japan's catch quota, while 
Japan wanted the order of these items 
reversed. A compromise was reached 
under which the two matters were to be 
taken up "parallel." 

The second week of sessions was 
largely taken up with Soviet statements 
of violations of the Commission's regu­
lations by Japanese fishing boats. The 
Soviet side cited III cases of alleged 
violations, while the Japanese reported 
on 77 violations apprehended by their 
authorities. The Commission adopted a 
resolution urging the signatory powers 
to tighten their enforcement machinery. 

Salmon Catches: The conference pub­
lished figures on the 1958 salmon and king 
crab catches of both nations. Japan's 
salmon fisheries took a total of 181,854 
metric tons of all species of salmon, while 
the catch for the Soviet Far East was only 
73,000 tons. Thedetailedbreakdownof 
the Japanese catch shows that Japan took 
110,145 metric tons within the Japanese­
Russian treaty area and 50,728 metric 
tons south of the treaty area. Japanese 
coastal fisheries produced 20,981 metric 
tons of salmon. The salmon catch of the 
Soviet Far East i s reportedly the lowest 
in the past 25 years, and les s than half of 
the 1957 catch of 150,000 tons. The de­
cline was especially great in Kamchatka, 
where only 13,800 tons were taken. The 
Soviet red or sockeye salmon landings 
were 1,000 tons, as compared with 3,500 
tons in 1957 and 5,800 tons in 1958. 

King Crab Production: Japan's crab 
canneryvessels took 9,958,000 king crabs 
and met their production target of 320,000 
cases of canned crab. The U. S. S. R. fleets 
packed only 340,000 cases out of a planned 
480,000 cases, and the two fleets left the 
fishing grounds early because of poor 
catches. 
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WHALING 

JAPAN ANNOUNCES CONDITIONAL 
WITHDRAWAL FROM CONVENTION: 

Conditional withdrawal from the In­
ternational Whaling Convention was an­
nounced by Japan on February 5, 1959. 
Towards the end of 1958 the Norwegian 
Government and early in 1959 the Nether­
lands Government also announced their 
conditional withdrawal from the Conven­
tion. 

Since the International Whaling Con­
vention and Schedule of Whaling Regula­
tions is deposited with the United States 
Government, Japan said it would notify 
the United States of its withdrawal after 
formal Cabinet approval. The Conven­
tion was signed at Washington, D. C., 
December 2, 1946, and entered into force 
November 10, 1948. 

Norway on December 29, 1958, and 
the Netherlands on December 31, 1958, 
sent formal notices of withdrawal to the 
United States Government. Withdrawals 
are to become effective on June 30, 1959, 
unless the nations engaged in pelagic 
whaling in the Antarctic do not reach a­
greement on a proportionate distribution 
of the maximum whale quota allowed by 
the International Whaling Commission. 

Dissatisfaction among whaling coun­
tries with the quota system, which re­
stricts the total number of whales killed 
in anyone season, led to five-power talks 
in London in November 1958 when it was 
agreed that 20 percent of the quota should 
be allocated to the U. S. S.R. The balance 
of the quota was to be divided among 
Britain, Norway, Japan, and the Nether­
lands, but those countries could not reach 
agreement on an equitable division. 

UNITED KINGDOM WILL NOT 
WITHDRAW FROM INTERNATIONAL 
WHALING CONVENTION: 

The British Minister of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Food was asked in the 
House of Commons on January 29 to 
state the Government's policy with re­
gard to the International Whaling Con-

vention now that Norway, the Netherlands 
and Japan have given conditional notices' 
of withdrawal. He replied as fOllows: 

"Her Majesty's Government have re­
viewed the position arising from the ac­
tions of the Government of Norway and 
the Netherlands in giving not ices of with­
drawal from the International Whaling 
Convention to take effect on 30th June 
this year for the 1959 -60 whaling season 
if agreement is not previously reached 
upon the allocation, as recommended by 
the London Whaling Conference of Novem­
ber last, of the Antarctic catch author­
ised under the Convention. 

"Her Majesty's Government have con­
sidered very seriously in the light of 
representations from the British whaling 
industry whether they should take similar 
action but have decided that the objectives 
of proper conservation of the whale stocks 
and the rational conduct of Antarctic whal­
ing would best be served if Her Majesty's 
Government remain party to the Conven­
tion while striving to bring the recom­
mendations of the London Whaling Con­
ference into effect. In their view the 
Convention is the most satisfactory in­
strument for ensuring proper conserva­
tion, and the recommendations of the Lon­
don Whaling Conference should provide 
the best means of securing the rational 
conduct of Antarctic whal ing as between 
the industries of the several participa­
ting countries. These two objectives 
must be mutually supporting. 

"1£ unfortunately the recommendations 
of the London Whaling Conference should 
not be put into effect Her Majesty's Gov­
ernment would be obliged to consider 
whether the present International Whal­
ing Convention would remain workable. 
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~1f the position should be reached that a 
Convention no longer fully representative 

.of the Antarctic Whaling countries was 
:failing to secure the conservation of the 
'Whale stocks, and at the same time the 
:necessary conditions for the rational 
conduct of the industry could not be pro­

'Vided, there must be serious doubt whether 
Her Majesty's Government could con­
tinue to remain a party to the Conven­
tion. Furthermore, their attitude to any 
alterations in the arrangements for the 
regulation of whaling under the Conven-

"iion that may meantime be proposed will 
necessarily be governed by the need to 
avoid prejudice to the position of the 
British whaling fleets in comparison 

-with any others that might be operating 
free of the Convention." 
Note: AlSO see Commercliil FiShenes ReVIew, MarCh 1959 

p. 58, February 1959 p. 49. 

Argentina • 
JAPANESE TUNA VESSEL LANDS 
SECOND TRIP AT MAR DEL PLATA: 

The Japanese tuna fishing vessel 
Eisei Maru, fishing out of Mar del Plata 
and under contract to the Mar del Plata 
Chamber of Fish Industries, landed its 
second trip of tuna on February 2, 1959. 
The trip of 130 metric tons, consisting 
of yellowfin, big-eyed, and albacore tuna, 
was caught in the St. Helena Island area. 
The trip also included some swordfish. 

The first trip of 45 tons of tuna was 
landed on December 17, 1958, at Mar 
del Plata. The catch included about 25 
tons of albacore and was taken in three 
days' fishing in the same general area 
as the second trip. 

**~,** 

FISHING INDUSTRY TRENDS 1957-1958' 
Landings and Consumption': The Ar- . 

gentine fishing industry in 1957 continued 
to play only a minor role in the country's 
economy. While the total catch of salt­
water fish and shellfish reached a new 
peak of 71,723 metric tons, 12 percent 
greater than that of 1956, it was only 1 
percent greater than the previous peak 
catch established in 1955. The fresh-

water catch for 1957 w as 8 957 , t . me rIC 
tons of which about 4,000 tons was used 
for human consumption. 
and 2,) 

(See tables 1 

Table 1 - Landings of Salt-Water Fish and Shellfish in 
Argentina, by SEecies, 1956-1957 

Species 1957 I 1956 

~: 
• (Metric Tons). 

Merluza (hake) • .. 22,789 21,467 
Caballa (mackerel) 19,295 10,455 
Anchoita (anchovy) 8,817 10,575 
Tiburon (shark) ...•• . 3,643 3,333 
Pescadilla (small hake) 2,740 2,708 
Pejerrey (variety of mackerel) • 1,129 989 
Besugo (sea bream). • . . .•• . · 1,004 799 
Corvina ............ a73 2,067 
Comalito (variety of mackerel) 816 1, 149 
Others •••••••••••• · . 5 613 6 048 

Total fish •••••.••.. 66.719 59 590 
Shellfish: 

Mejillon (variety of mussel) • · · 2,827 3,190 
Langostino • . • • . • . • 1,338 1,940 
Camaron (small shrimp) • · 237 531 
Other ••.•...•..• . 602 566 

Total shellfish •••.. · 5 004 6 227 I 
Total fish and shellfish • · 71 723 65 817 J 

The outstanding obstacle to the fuller 
development of Argentina's fisheries re-
sources is the lack of domestic consumer 
demand. The per capita consumption of 
fish in Argentina in 1957 was about 7 .. 4 

Table 2 - Landings of Fresh-Water Fish in Argentina, 
-by Zones 1956-57 

Zone 1957~ 1956 
(Metric Tons) 

Various, for industrial use •••• 5,039 4,959 
Rio Parana, for consumption' 1,471 1,805 
,Lakes " " . . . 1,592 1,274 
Rio de la Plata " " 762 608 
Rio Uruguay " " .. . 82 83 
Rio Parag_uav " " 11 12 

Total ••. . . . . . . . . . ... 8957 8 741 

pounds, as compared to an estimated per 
capita meat consumption (beef, mutton, 
pork) of around 250 pounds a year. 

The principal reasons for the low con 
sumption of fish in Argentina are its hig h 
cost, as compared to beef, its lack of 
availability to most potential consumers, 
public distrust of the product's freshness, 
and the public's traditional preference fo r 
beef. It has been calculated that in the 
Greater Buenos Aires area, the principa 1 
market for seafood, there are only 26 
fish markets and 130 open -air fish stand s 

t while the same area has over 8,000 mea 
markets. The lack of adequate refriger-
ated transport and distribution facilities, 
aside from limiting wider distribution, 
hampers the presentation of a product 
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capable of attracting gr ater consumer 
interest in the principal market ar as. 

Recognizing the need to increas > th 
consumption of fishery products in ord r o 

Table 3 - Ar E ports 
~---.,....-..,....,,....,.--. 

nc 
Exports: Tons 

Fresh fish. 0 
Fresh shrimp. 2 .8 
Fish in oil . . . 215.1 
Fish otherwise cons rv d. 38. 

Total xports- --~.....:..-.:........:......:..-t- ~4';'9';'8':"'. 3;"---+-~.;rr,;;,.;;.--\---..~,..--+.....,.T!-,;";';~ 
~--~~~~~~~~~~.....:..-~~~~--

Imports; 
Cod~ ..... . 
Oysters, fresh 
Lobster, live . 
Herring, smoked and in brin 
Sardines in oil or sau 
Other canned fish & sh llflSh 

Total im po rt s . -:-. . . . . . .--.,;,.....;"",.~-r1rr><":.......----+--,;.,.,~r-><"><' 

o 
00 

,300 
o 
o 

8,000 
15.200 

to provide greater suppli s of be f for 
export, the Sec retary of Agricul ure and 
Livestock in October 1958 announc d 
plans for improving distnbutlon facihh s 

Ta e - rgentine Exports and rmpor

m 
of Fish by Countnes, 1957 

Country Exports Imports 
. . .. 'S .... 

United States. 158,6441 106 
Paraguay 40,183 0 
Cuba. . . I 37,549 0 
Truguay. 19,334 0 

Bolivia 17,698 0 
Peru . . 8,599 0 
Poland 5,329 0 
Brazil . . . . 1,879 0 

etherlands. . . . 1,806 48 
nited Kingdom. . 1,385 12,567 

"C. S. Possessions. 352 0 
Canada. 328 0 
taly .. 310 2,422 
hile . . 29 11,343 

o 39,102 
o 19,936 
o 11,275 
o 1,631 

for fresh fish. These plans foresaw the 
construction of a cold -storage plant in 
the fishing port of Mar del Plata and the 
outfitting of 80 refrigerated trucks which 

During October 1 q58 an rgentine 
company with United States capital par­
ticipation, commenced production of 
frozen shrimp and fillets of sea trout 
(pescadilla) in its new plant at Rawson, 
Chubut, for export to the nited StateS. 
The plant reportedly has a freezing ca ­
pacity of one million pounds a month and 
is said to be processing some 200,000 
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pounds a month of shrimp and of sea 
t rout at present. The product is shipped 
by refrigerated truck to San Antonio 
Oeste, thence by refrigerated rail car 
to the port of Buenos Aires where it is 
e xported. 

Other export prospects are raised by 
:_he tuna fishing activity being developed 
by a Japanese company. After investi­
gations made by the company during 
.958 indicated the presence of schools 
of tuna as far south as the 35th parallel, 
t he company sent a Japanese tuna fish-
1 ng vessel, the Eisei Mar~ to fish the 
area, using Mar del Plata as its horne 
port. 

The Eisei Maru arrived in Mar del 
Plata from Japan on December 17, 1958, 
atnd landed some 45 metric tons of tuna, 
including 25 tons of albacore. The tuna 
' '''I'as reportedly caught during 3 days of 
fishing in waters between St. Helena Is-
1 and and Brazil. The vessel is expected 
to make one trip a month and to catch 
atround 150 tons per trip. A contract has 
been signed between the company and the 
Mar del Plata Chamber of Fish Industries 
f or the Chamber () buy the vessel's catches 
for processing III Ia;delPlat canneries. 

tatements by chamber and government 
fficials indicate that the Argentines in-

t end to export canned tuna produced in 
his venture to the United States. An Ar­

:gentine Government fishing official, who 
raveled on the Japanese vessel from 

Capetown to Mar del Plata for observa­
ion purposes, reported on arr~val that 
una fishing prospects are "magnificant." 

Vessels and Gear: Few changes have 
ccurred in the Argentine fishing fleet 

• nd gear. Aside from the generally stag­
ant condition of the industry's domestic 
arket, import restrictions and the short­

ofuge of foreign exchange have continued 
-t.o hamper the obtaining of new equipment 
.;cu.nd for repair and replacement. One ob­
server in the industry has remarked that 
-tJ1e Argentine fishing fleet has only one 
:rmodern, first-class trawler the Taixo 
J\J[aru~, owned by a Japane~e-Argentine 
lC:ompany. 

Australia 

TUNA CATCH GOOD OFF 
NEW SOUTH WALES: 

"Compared with last year, twice the 
quantity of fish has been taken in half 
the time," was the comment respecting 
the tuna run on the south coast of New 
South Wales, made by the Manager of a 
large cannery on November 18, 1958. 

In one period of two days, he said, the 
catch had exceeded 230 metric tons--172 
tons on one day and 65 tons the next. A 
restriction on landings for 5 or 6 days 
was inevitable, but actually only about 
two days' fishing was lost, as bad weath­
er would have prevented fishing anyway. 
Lack of sufficient initial freezing room 
to cope with the exceptional landings had 
caused the restriction, and to ease the 
situation some of the fish was shipped to 
Sydney. 

Provision of additional quick-freez­
mg space in the future is a possibil­
ity. However, I and in g restrictions oc­
cur about only one week in aye a r. The 
remainder of the year enough tuna can­
not be suppbed to keep up with cannery 
capacity. 

The New South Wales tuna run was ex­
pected to end about mid - Dec ember, when 
the fish usually go southwards, towards 
Lakes Entrance. (Australian Fisheries 
Newsletter, December 1958.) 

* * * * * 
TUNA FISHING SEASON 
IN 1958 SETS RECORD: 

The cumulative tuna catch on the south 
coast of New South Wales through Decem­
ber 12, 195 8, was 1,597 metric tons . 

The manager of the canneries at Eden 
and Narooma said the season had almost 
ended for that area, and the fish were 
moving south . 

The 1957 catch was about 1,000 tons, 
and the manager said the 1958 season 
total was about 600 tons better than the 
previous record. A feature of the sea­
son's operations was that the large vol­
ume of fish caught had taken up only a­
bout half the fishing time required in 
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previous years. (Australian Fisheries 
Newsletter, January 1959.) 

* * * * * 
QUEENSLAND SHRIMP 
EXPORTS UP IN 1958: 

The market for Queensland shrimp 
in the United States was further developed, 
and the processing of shrimp and fish was 
further advanced, the Queensland Fish 
Board stated in its report during the year 
ended June 30, 1958. To the date of the 
report a record 259,850 pounds of head­
less shrimp had been exported for the 
season to the United States, compared 
with 65,550 pounds in 1957 and 32,700 
pounds in 1956. (Australian Fisheries 
Newsletter, December 1958.) 

* * * * * 
NEW SOUTH WALES 
SHRIMP REGULATIONS: 

The New South Wales law fixing the 
minimum legal length for shrimp is to 
be rescinded from May 1, 1959, from 

AUSTRALIAN SHRIMP 
TRAWLER 

which date the minimum mesh size of 
trawl nets will be increased from It 
inches to Ii inches. The amendments 
are based on the findings by the Marine 
Biologist of the State Fisheries Depart­
ment, who recently completed an inves­
tigation of shrimp fisheries in Eastern 
Australia. 

The Superintendent of Fisheries said 
that the new controls would increase the 
harvest of shrimp. Unde r the new con­
trols, the fishermen would be expected 
to cull their catch into three grades-­
small, medium, and large - -otherwise 
the catch would be sold as ungraded. To 
avoid any likelihood of having nets seized 
as being undersize, fishermen are urged 
to buy only nets with a mes h of not less 
than It inches (Australian Fisheries News-
letter, January 1959). -

Brazil 

JAP ANESE FISHING COMPANIES 
OPERATING OUT OF BRAZILIAN PORTS: 

At the present t ime t here are two Ja­
panese fishing companies actuallyen­
gaged in fishing operations out of Brazil­
ian ports. A third company is expected 
to commence operations this year and a 
jOint Brazilian -Japanese company is en­
gaged in whaling _ These active branches 
of large Japanese fishing companies op­
erate at the present time 9 long-liners, 
4 trawlers, 1 purse seiner, and 2 whaling 
vessels. 

One of the Japanese firms is author­
ized by the Brazilian Hunting and Fish­
ing Division of the Ministry of Agricul­
ture to enter and supply with fish the 
ports of North ern' Brazil and the Federal 
District. The firm is authorized to have 
eight long-liners and is based in Recife. 
The marketing of the catches is made by 
a jOintly-owned Brazilian -Japanese fIsh 
distribution firm. The Japanese are re­
ported to own about 40 percent of the . 
capital of this distribution firm. In addI­
tion to Recife, this company services the 
ports of Belem, Fortaleza, Natal, and 
Rio de Janeiro. 

The Recife - based fishing company is 
believed to be fishing off the northeasterr. 
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Brazilian coast from July to January. 
The fishing grounds extend from a point 
about 200 miles north of the Amazon and 
seaward several hundred miles. The 
grounds are relatively narrow, and prob­
ably are in an area where cold water is 
upwelling to the surface. From February 
to June fishing operations are reported 
to take place south of Fernando de Nor­
onha in the latitudes between Cabo Sao 
Roque and the Sao Francisco River. 

A second company is authorized by 
the Ministry to fish in any waters and 
supply fish to any Brazilian state or ter­
ritory. At present, this company oper­
ates from Santos and supplies only the 
State of Sao Paulo. Four trawlers (three 
of 100 tons and one of 180 tons), one long­
liner, and one purse seiner are fishing 
for this firm. The purse seiner is re­
ported to have a hold capacity of about 
230,000 pounds. In addition to the pres­
ent fleet, this firm is authorized to bring 
in three more long-liners of 780 tons 
each for tuna fishing during 1959. The 
trawlers fish off the coast of Santa Cata­
rina and Rio Grande do Sui while its 
long-liner operates off the Pernambuco 
coast. 

The joint Brazilian -Japanese whaling 
company operates the two whaling ves­
sels out of Cabedelo, state of Paraiba. 

Can ada 

GOVERNMENT TO PAY 
BOUNTY FOR DOGFISH LIVERS: 

As a result of pressures brought by 
British Colombia fishing organizations, 
the Canadian Government has provided 
C$130,000 in the form of special bountie s 
to aid in the elimination on the W e st Coast 
of the predatory dogfish shark. 

The dogfish, which have been increas ­
ing considerably in recent years, have 
resulted in heavy losses of food fish as 
well as damage to fishermen's nets. Lo­
cal fishermen will receive a bounty of 
10 cents a pound for dogfish livers that 
are delivered to processing plants in 
Vancouver or Prince Rupert, B. C. 

.In addition, the F ed e r al Department 
of Fisheries will c h a r te r five t r awlers 
to help in elimina ting t he dogfish men­
ace. The fish caught will becom > the 
property of the Government of Canada 
for such disposal a s may b e directed. 

The Fishe ries A ssociation of Bntish 
Columbia h a s a nnounced that an annual 
kill of at l eas t 30,000 ton s of dogfish mus 
be made in orde r to r educe the damage 
caused food fish. 

* * * * * 
P R OGRESS R EPORT ON CONTROL 
O F SEA L AMPREYIN GREAT LAKES: 

A co m parative ly lampr ey-fr ee area has been found 10 

the middle of L a ke Superior by Canadian fisheries scien­
tis t s and has b een de signat ed as a preserve for lake trout 
It is part of Canada ' s campaign as a member of tpe Great 
Lakes Fishery Commission with the Umted States to re· 
e stablish lake trout popul ations in the Great Lakes. Over 
the year s lampr ey have been preying on commerclally­
impor tant lake t r out and whitefish stocks in most of the 
Gr eat Lakes , and a coor dinat e d plan of attack on this pre 
dator is being conducted by Canada and the United States. 

The Fisheries R esearch Board of Canada lS the agency 
which carr ies out lamprey control in Canadian waters and 
general fisheries research in Lake Superior. In hlS re­
p ort t o the annual meeting of the Board. the Director of the 
Boar d's Biological Station at London, Ont., reported on 

SEA LAMPREy FEEDING ON A TRO~l. 

lamprey research conducted durlOg 1958. Experlmerrtal 
fishing on the SuperlOr Shoal indlcated that tl,e ,ake trout 
popUlation there showed rrouch less eVldence of lamprey 
attacks than do most trout populatlons 1'1 the lake. Thes 
findings suppor .ed earlier reports on tte bas,s ,)f ... ct 
the shoal was closed to commerclal fishing and des.g'latej 
as a preserve in which trout might survive to asslst 1'1 re­
bUilding their numbers whlCh have been markedly reduced 
by the sea lamprey. 

Although some chemicals hold out cC'lslderable pro lae 
in the eradication of the sea lamprey froII' the Great Lakes. 
work is still progresslOg with electncal barrlers t stop 
the lamprey from reaching spav.ning areas in stre mB 
flowing into the Great Lakes. !\.lost of Canada's resear h 
work on the sea lamprey lS car ned out 10 Lake Jper r 
and Lake Huron. As fa~ a5 has been possible, au (aradi n 
tributaries to Lake Supenor. WhlCh are suspected r b 
important sea lamprey .pawnlOg streams, ere Intensively 
searched for young lamprey. All rr :lJor laml'rey produ er 
have been blocked by barners. Invesu.gat ons seem' d -
cate that SOIre of the strearrs prevlously suspec d ! e 
l a mprey producers do not have the en onrrent re e8 
for successful reproduction of lamprey popuIat 
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A survey of more than 800 tributanes in Lake Huron was 
completed in 1958; nearly 2,000 have now been surveyed and 
40 lamprey-producing streams have been discovered. The 
data collected are suitable for use in planning lamprey con­
trol either by electrical barriers or by lampricides. 

Ceylon 

FRESH-WATER FISHERIES 
BEING DEVELOPED: 

Some interesting problems ansmg 
from the development of the fresh -water 
fisheries in Ceylon are reported by Dr. 
Shao Wen Ling, a Chinese fisheries bi­
ologist, who is on a four-year assign­
ment in the island. Ling was sent to 
Ceylon by the Food and Agriculture Or­
ganization (FAO), Rome, when the Gov­
ernment requested the services of an 
expert to advise on the development of 
brackish and fresh -water fish culture in 
Ceylon. 

"This assignment was not just a mat­
ter of surveying the brackish and fresh­
water resources, deciding the best type 
of fish to cultivate, and training Singha­
lese workers to develop the industry," 
Ling explained, in an interview at F AO 
Headquarters early in 1959. "I have done 
this part of the work but I also found 
there were social problems to be faced. 

"For example, Ceylon is predominant­
ly a Buddhist country and the Buddhist 
religion objects to any form of killing, 
so we had some difficulty in finding peo­
pie of the inland areas who would actually 
do the fishing," he continued. "This prob­
lem has been partially overcome by per­
suading the coastal fishermen, who are 
not Buddhists, to move inland during 
theIr off-season and try fishing in the in­
land waters. As they made good catches, 
some of them decided to remain and we 
now have about 50 families working on 
the lakes, rivers, and reservoirs which 
we have been stocking with carp and 
gouramL" 

Meanwhile, under the technical super­
vision of the expert, the Government has 
built 40 ponds, covering about 10 acres, 
for rearing young fish for release in the 

inland water~, and 20 p~nds for breeding 
purposes. Lmg has tramed two senior 
counterpart officers and 20 field workers 
to run the Government ponds. Some 50 
private individuals have also taken up 
fish culture in ponds they have built un­
der guidance from the FAO expert and 
his counterparts. 

"We found, however, that hatching, 
raising, and harvesting the fish was not 
the end of our work and problems," Ling 
pointed out. "Since people in the inland 
are as are not accustomed to fresh -water 
fish, a large proportion of the catch has 
to be processed and presented in diver­
sified forms such as salted, dried, or 
smoked fish. These products are now 
beginning to appeal to the potential con­
sumers although a good deal of educa­
tional work and persuasion will be neces­
sary to establish these fish products as 
commonly-accepted food. But, no doubt, 
that will come about as the industry slow­
ly expands." 

The carp used were imported from 
Thailand and gourami from Malaya. "I 
think it is fair to say that, with these fish 
and the development work we have done, 
the basis has been laid for a fresh-water 
fish industry in Ceylon," Ling said. 

Ling has been temporarily assigned to 
the United States, where there has been 
a considerable interest in fish farming 
in recent years, especially among rice 
farmers. Prob.1ems have arisen, partiC­
ularly in connection with fish diseases. 
Ling is being sent by F AO, at the re­
quest of the United States Government, 
to consult with experts of the United States 
Fish and Wildlife Service on these mat­
ters. 

Chile 

LICENSING REGULATIONS FOR FOR­
EIGN FISHING VESSELS PROPOS~ 

The Chilean Government has starte 
to take tentative measures to end the 
awkward situation of requiring, foreign h 
fishing vessels to obtain permIts to flS 

in Chilean waters, while at the same t 
time making such permits impossible 0 



April 1959 o 1MER I L FISH RI 

hil (·ontd.): 

obtain du to fall u I' to issu th n c s­
Bary I' gulations, stat s a r 'pnt dis­
patch from the nit! d taU.s Embassy 
in Santiago. 

'I h Sub-Sec r taryof gricultllr" has 
announc d a project entailing a s ri s of 
< dministrativ ~ restrictions to pr v nt 

H VI , 

ov dishing and to prcse I've Chilean sov­
er ignty over t >rritorial wat rs. For- I Costa Rica 

ign fishing vessels would b rl!quired 
to obtain and xhibit previous authoriza­
tions from the Department of Hunting 
and Fishing of the Ministry of Agricul­
tur and would have to receive this per­
mission from their ports of origin. 

I' ishing rights would I' quir' a reg­
istration fe of $200 plus $12 a tOll on 
a·h v 'ssel 's tonnage. LimItations or 

prohibitions would be placed on the fish­
ing of albacor , anchovies, and sardines 
and thl use of explosives, poisonous ma­
terials, and drag nets. Th proposals 
must still be approved by the Minister 
of griculture and the PresIdent. 

/l.~ .. 
'. 

Colombia 

Al\10UNT OF BOND REQUIRED FOH 
SIIHI1\.TP FISHI G PERl\IIT HEV1SED: 

On January :n-,-1959, th olombian 
lOV rnnH'nt b· D cree '0. 0199 am 'nd­
'd bust: b of rticle 8, Deer e ~TO. 
140 of 1958. This amendment provides 
for th amount of bond that must b pos+ 
ted in Ol'd I' to obtain a p I'mlt for shrImp 
fishing. Th amounts to be post d aI" 
as fo11o\ ': 

1. Afi'edsumofPs150,OOO 
(l}S"20,775) plus Ps 10,000 (l'S 1,385) 
for l, h boat for fi~hing ~ mpani s hav­
in 15 r mon' boats. 

I :'. 80,000 
10,000 (1." 1,385) 

hin . ha 

DI 
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Cuba 

~- ~------f--

As a rule 10 sets of 3 hooks ach ar 
placed in a straight lin , ach e b mg 
100-200 yards from the n 'xt and num­
bered consecu ively 1-10. ft r h 
sets are all placed, they are patroll d 
until dawn to make sure th yare no 
lost. Sharks are removed at daybr ak 
and if the weather is fair, a set ma

v 
b 

rebaited. Boats return to Cojimar Har­
bor between 11 a.m. and 3 p.m. with th ir 
sets and catch; they leave again the sam 
evening at 11 p.m. if weather permits. 

--Peny W. Gilbert, 
Professor of Zoology, 
Cornell University. 

Denmark 

B. 'Product::;: In 1958 D nm rk pro­
due d 145.5 rrullton pounds of fLh me 
and 33.1 milhon pound of fISh OIl, com ' 
pared 0 121.3 milllOn pound of m eal ana 
28.7 mlillon pounds of 011 m 195 7. 

Consumptlon' Dom tic consump Ion 
of fish in 1958 may hav increa ed hgh­
lyover he 1957 p r capi a av rage of 
28 pounds, since landmgs for consump lO r. 
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inc rea sed by 2.2 million pounds over 
1957. 

Fishery Loans: The fisheries bank 
almost exhausted its credit authoriza­
tion of 30 million kroner (US$4.3 mil­
lion) by granting during 1958 loans for 
60 new vessels totaling 6 million kroner 
(US$869)000» and many smaller loans 
for engines and repairs. Of the loans 
for new vessels) 30 were for cutters 
over 20 tons in weight. 

Fishing Fleet: During the year) 29 
Danish fishermen out of a total of 17 )500 
lost their lives at sea. The fishing fleet 
was valued at 324 million kroner (US$4.7 
million) at year's end) and was estimated 
to contain about 50 steel cutters) with 
many more now under construction. 

Common Market: The Danish fishing 
industry has expressed itself as not 
particularly concerned about the initial 
effect of the onset of the Common Mar­
ket on Danish fish exports. There was 
more concern over the exclusion of fish 
and fish products from the proposed 
Nordic Customs union) and in Septem­
tember 1958 a special committee of the 
Nordic Council recommended that im­
port taxes and duties on fish be abolish­
ed among the Nordic countries and a 
common external tariff established) at 
the same time as removal of the quan­
titative import restrictions. Denmark 
adhered to this proposal and hopes it 
will be accepted) but reserved adhering 
to the one point proposed that there be 
free access to direct landings in any 
participating country. Obviously) Den­
mark wishes to profit by her preferred 
geographical position in relation to the 
European market. For this same rea­
Son Danish fishermen are protesting the 
recently-established ferry route from 
Kristianssand) Norway) to Hirsthals on 
Jutland) which will give Norwegian fish 
easy access to the direct route to Ger­
many. 

E as.t Africa 

TUNA STOCKS IN INDIAN OCEAN STUDIED: 
With seven miles of long line baited with 250 large fish 

hooks and set at depths up to 50 fathoms, the East Afri­
can Marine Fisheries Research Organization floating labo­
ratory Manihine has begun to study the stocks of tuna in the 
Indian Ocean off the East African coast. 

First results have been promising, and the Organization's 
Director says the vessel has carried out fIshing which would 
be commercially economic, some of it comparable with the 
catches from long-line fishing by the Japanese. 

Two cruises off the K-enya coast, the Director stated, 
yielded 29 big tuna weighing 3,750 pounds (caught on 130 
hooks on a shortened line) and many other fish, including 
sharks and marlin were lost as the line was hauled back. 
The catches suggest that coast anglers might well try to 
lind marlin (the Manihine caught 13 striped marlin some 
distance below the surface). 

Long-lining has been carried out in the Indian Ocean by 
Japanese fishing boats for some time, sometimes with a 
thousand hooks on a 30-mile long line. Four years ago one 
Japanese ship, fishing 200 miles off the East African coast, 
caught between 8 and 9 fish for every hundred hooks set. 

The Organization's Director, whose headquarters are at 
Zanzibar, says the tuna caught off the East African coast 
is usually yellowfin, found all over the world in tropical 
and subtropical waters . 

One of the common methods used in tuna fishing is troll­
ing on the surface of the sea, but Japanese and American 
research has shown that blg shoals of tuna exist well below 
the surface, especially where there are sudden water tem­
perature drops (thermocline) over a few fathoms. They 
have also found that the thermocline attracts rich layers of 
plankton, squid, and small fishes on which the tuna feed. 

The Resear ch Organization, a service of the East Africa 
High Commission, has charted the depth of the thermocline, 
which varies with the monsoon, and the Manihine, carrying 
a bathythermograph to determine the depth of the thermocline, 
has been setting her long-lines at the right depths, from the 
surface down to 50 fathoms. Each mile of long line has 35 
hooks, baited with sardine or mackerel-type fish weighing 
from 2-4 ounces, or with small "changus" fish whichcanbe 
caught all the year round. 

Several of the Manihine's cruises produced good catches 
like those of the Japanese, 8 or 9 fish to every hundred 
hooks, but some cruises produced less than one fish per 
hundred hooks, although the lines were laid in the same a­
reas. 

There are still many problems for the scientists to 
solve before they can say with accuracy that long-line 
fishing off the coast is commercially possible. They 
have still to find out at what depths the tuna are distrib­
uted, and If they are there throughout the year. They al­
so want to know why catches vary at certain times and 
places. 

The Orgamzation's scientists are tackling the problem 
by resear ch into the water masses and currents of the 
Indian Ocean off the East African coast, the depth and the 
local variations of the thermocline, the food tuna feed on, 
the fertility of the water-mass close to the thermocline, 
and its consequent effect on the rich food layer, and the 
breeding and spawning seasons of the tuna. 

The scientists aboard the Manihine examine the con­
tents of the stomach of each tuna caught. The examina­
tion tells the scientists the depth at which tuna can usu­
ally be found at different times of the year, judged from 
the food they have been eating. 

Many more cruises by the Manihine will be made be­
fore the jig-saw puzzle of tuna habits, and an accurate 
assessment of the commercial fishing possibilities can be 
provided, the United States Consul at Nairobi stated 111 a 
February 9, 1959, dispatch. 

cO:-
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EI Salvador 

MEXICAN SHRIMP VESSEL 
FINED FOR ILLEGAL FISHING: 

On December 30, 1958, as troubles 
were developing between Mexican shrimp 
fishing boats and the Government ofGua­
temala, a 76-ton Mexican shrimp vessel, 

the San Andres, wa aken in 0 cu ody 
by Salvadoran au horities in he vicm ·Y 
of La Libertad, charged with fi shing Hh­
out license, and hen aken 0 La Liber­
tad (where the boa and cre\\ 'ere held 
in custody). Of two 0 her boa s wi h the 
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San Andres, one got away and a second 
one, which was being towed by the San 
,.Andres, cut loose en route to La Libertad 
and made its escape. A few rifle shots 
...were reportedly fired (high) at some 
f)oint during the proceedings. 

According to the Government of El 
• :::Jalvador's published version, the three 
!:boats were caught fishing about one mile 
off the Salvadoran coast and chased out 

o about four miles before the San Andres 
~as captured. Another v:ersion is that the 
!boats were not fishing at the time, but 
-nere en route to fishing grounds off El 
Salvador or Nicaragua, although admit­
tedly no more than some eight miles off­
shore (El Salvador claims sovereignty 
out to 200 nautical miles). 

At La Libertad, the boat's cargo of 
~hrimp (about 1.5 metric tons) was im­
!pounded and the boat and crew were 
lbeld for several days pending payment 
CX)f the US$2, 000 fine imposed under the 
~19 55 Fishing Law. The crew was ap­
JJarently neither mistreated nor put in 
jail. On January 8, 1959, the Mexican 
-Charged 'Affaires, having received the 
mecessary funds from the Mex ican own­
' ers, paid the fine and the ves sel was re­
J.eased. 

The Salvadoran Government has not 
::yet issued any additional fishing licenses, 
so the Salvadoran fishing fleet remains 
at some 16 boats operating out of the 
Salvadoran ports of El Triunfo and La 

"Union. Although additional licenses have 
been requested, the Government is hesi­
tating to issue any additional licenses 

-until it can have a technical study made 
of Salvadoran fishing waters to deter­
mine whether operation of additional 
boats would deplete Salvadoran shrimp 

"beds. 

France 

CANNED SARDINE PACK 1957· 
- Landings of sardines o~ the French 
mainland during 1957 total ed 14,513 
metric tons. Of this total, the canning 

industry packed 6,100 tons on the Atlan­
tic coast and about 1,000 tons on the Med­
iterranean shores. 

According to statistics issued by the 
French Canner1s Federation, the canner­
ies produced about 330,000 cases from 
sardines landed by French vessels and 
about an equal quantity, if not more, from 
imported sardines . 

The total pack of canned sardines on 
the French mainland in 1957 was about 
700,000 cases. Adding the total pack for 
1956--1,700,000 cases--we arrive at a 
total of 2,400,000 cases for 1956-57 or 
an annual average of 1,200,000 cases. 
This pack was sufficient to supply the 
normal market demands, taking into con­
sideration the imports of canned sardines 
during 1956-57. (Industrias Pesqueras, 
Vigo, Spain, December 1958.) 

LARGEST TUNA FISHING 
VESSEL LAUNCHED: 

From the shipyards at Dieppe, France 
has launched its largest tuna freezership, 
the Gambi. Its dimensions are: length, 
139 feet; beam, 23 feet; depth of hold, al­
most 13 feet; and tonnage, 400 tons. 

The vessel has a storage capacity of 
300 tons in its 10 refrigerated compart­
ments. The Gambi and a sistership, now 
under construction, will fish for tuna off 
the African coasts and will operate in 
the Gulf of Gascony during the summer 
seasons. (Boletin de Informacion, Sin­
dicato Nacional de la Fesca, No.2, No­
vembe r 19 58, M adrid, Spain.) 

Greece 

DEVELOPMENT OF 
ATLANTIC OCEAN FISHERY: 

Greece will have 12-14 trawlers fish­
ing in the Atlantic Ocean by the fall of 
1959. This fleet of vessels is expected to 
produce about 20,000 metric tons offish. 

Although fish supplies in the Greek 
market will be much more abundant, in­
creased landings from the Atlantic may 
create a marketing problem. 
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SPO GE FISHERY, 1958: 
Sponge production by Greek fish r­

men in the summer of 1958 amount d to 
93.5 metric tons (table 1). 

Table 1 - Gr 

Greek waters 
Cyrenaica 
Tripolis .. . 
Egypt .... . 

Production, 

International waters .. 
To ta 1. . . . . . . . . -:-..:.. 4--","':"';:'-t--....".. ... -l 

The total value of th 
sponge production as land d amoun ed to 
Drs. 35,500,OOO(US$1.2 million) or an 
average of Drs. 486.30 per oke. 

The decline in sponge production from 
1957 to 1958 resulted in a drop in valu 
of 23 percent. (Alieia, January 1959.) 

'~ \ ), 

.-,.~ , ..... 
Icela nd 

FISHERY LANDINGS, 1958: 
Icelandic fisherylar dings in 1958 wer' 

substantially greater than in 1957 and 
and 1956. Cod was the leading species 
landed. 

Table 1 - Icelandic FisPrry Landings b 
Principal Species_ , 1956-58 ~ 

Species 1958 1957 1956 

Cod ... 
Haddock 
Ling .. 
Catfish. 

erring 
ther .. 
Total. 

Metric Tons ... 
235,448 201, 161 234,186 

18,735 20,083 16,172 
3,304 2,684 2,988 
9,547 8,824 5,684 

109,920 61,552 58,578 
11,891 14,376 18,913 
4,615 3,386 3,072 

107,318 117,495 100,465 
4,260 6,766 3,637 

11 Weights are gutted fish with heads-on, except herring 
which are whole or round. 

In 1958 ocean perch landings were 
greater than herring landings, the first 
time this has occurred. Herring land­
ings were less than in 1957 but greater 
than 1956. 

Tabl 

Typ 

Motorboats .. 

* * * * * 
TILIZ \ TI 

lJWeights are gutted fish with heads on, 
which are "hole or round. 

YPrimarily for domestic consumption. 

\\ I -TER TRAWL 
FISHERIE TRE. TD : 

Severe storms off the. Tewfoundland 
and Labrador coast in late January and 
early February 1959 forced most of t.he 
Icelandic trawlers to return, many wlth 
only partly-filled holds. In Icelandic wa­
ters, gales kept the motorboats in port 
for most of the first half of February, 
and when the weather permitted fishing, 
catches were poor . The hopeful estimates 
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of the first three weeks of January, when 
catches were averaging one -third better 
than in the similar period of 1957, had to 
be revised, the United States Embassy in 
Reykjavik reported in dispatches dated 
February 13 and 27. 

An Icelandic daily newspaper stated, 
"that the Icelandic trawlers now face the 
necessity of operating in the home fish­
ing grounds for the next few months, and 
the likelihood of catching practically no 
fish. It cannot be denied that the ext en -
sion of the fisheries limit creates dif­
ficulties for the trawlers. It is the mo­
torboats which chiefly enjoy the benefits 
of the extension." 

But in the latter half of February, the 
motorboats were able to go out, and catches 
were reasonably good. The trawlers, 
which have been fishing, even during the 
bad weather, off the northwest peninsula 
of Iceland, at first had moderate catches 
outside the 12 -mile limit, but in the last 
few days of February struck rich schools 
and averaged 30 metric tons a day as 
compared to a seasonal average of about 
20 tons during last winter, which was it­
self considered good. 

:.:< >t'< * * * 
BRITISH VESSEL FINED 
FOR FISHING WITHIN 
TERRITORIAL WATERS: 

The first trial of a foreign trawler 
captain since Iceland extended its fishing 
limits to 12 miles, on September 1, 1958, 
took place in Seydisfjordur, eastern Ice­
land, on February 7. The skipper of the 
British trawler Valafell pleaded guilty to 
fishing illegally inside the four-mile 
Icelandic fishing limits and was fined 
74,000 kronur (about US$4,500). His gear 
and fish catch were confiscated. 

The Valafell had surrendered on in­
structions from its owners after tossing 
for nearly five days in the stormy waters 
off the east coast of Iceland with an Ice­
landic Coast Guard patrol boat and two 
British frigates standing guard, while the 
British Naval commander awaited orders 
from the Admiralty. 

The Icelandic defense counsel pointed 
out to the court that British recognized 
neither the four - nor the 12 -mile fishery 
limit and declared that the verdict would 
therefore be appealed. Bond of 220,000 
kronur (about US$13,500) was posted to 
enable the trawler to depart. At the con­
clusion of the trial the commander of the 
patrol boat that made the arrest entered 
in the record a statement that the com­
mander of the British frigate Agincourt, 
which originally had prevented the ar­
rest but later escorted the Valafell into 
port, had behaved in a most gentlemanly 
manner and had honored every promise 
to the letter. 

MOTORBOAT FISHERMEN'S 
DISPUTE SETTLED: 

The threatened tie-up of the motorboat 
fishing fleet at three of the chief fishing 
ports, Reykjavik, Hafnarfjordur, and the 
Westmann Islands late in January was 
averted after fringe benefit concessions 
by the Government and the operators. 
But the line was held on the main issue 
of the seamen's share price, which is 
now Ikr. 1.91 per kilo for cod (about 6.15 
U ,S. cents a pound) and which will drop 
to Ikr. 1.66 per kilo (About 4.6 U,S, cents 
a pound) when the new wage reduction 
law takes effect. 

* * ,~ ,~ * 

FAROESE FISHERMEN'S 
UNION END BOYCOTT: 

The prolonged efforts of the Icelandic 
motor-vessel owners to persuade Faro­
ese seamen to come to Iceland have been 
successful. With the aid of press and 
radio, the Icelanders have managed to 
explain the wage terms to the Faroese 
public. A better understanding of the 
contract, p lus the effect of unemployment 
in the Faroe Islands, has finally broken 
down ~he boycott imposed by the Faroese 
Seamen's Union, and 350 men are com­
ing. Iceland has not yielded on the un­
ion's demand for a reduction in the for­
eign currency surcharge. 
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Israel 

ISRAELI-JAPANESE TUNA 
FISHING COMPANY EXPANDS: 

Following the recent successful mar­
keting of tuna in Israel, the jOint Israeli­
Japanese fishing company, which is op­
erating the Japanese tuna vessel Shinyo 
Maru on a charter basis, is expected to 
place an order for two 500-ton vessels 
of its own, according to a statement by 
a spokesman of the company. It is un­
derstood that the two tuna vessels will 
probably be built in Japan at a cost of 
$500,000 each and sail under the Israeli 
flag. These vessels will be acquired by 
the Japanese partners in the fishing com­
pany and by a group of Swiss -Jewish in­
vestors with the participation of local 
capital. It is expected one or both of 
the new tuna vessels will fish in the In­
dian Ocean with Eilat as the home port. 
They are expected to bring in about 2,000 
metric tons of tuna annually, and should 
pay for themselves within a period of 
4-5 years. Following advertisements m 
a newspaper, 160 Israelis have already 
applied to work on the tuna vessel and 
the hiring of local crews is therefore 
not expected to present any problem. 

The first catch of 240 tons of tuna 
brought to Israel in December 1958 by 
the Shinyo Maru was rapidly sold on the 
Israeli market; half of it fresh, and the 
remainder for smoking and canning. In 
the near future, the Japanese tuna ves­
sel is expected to dock with another trip 
and it is hoped that with supplies coming 
in more regularly, the price of the tuna 
may be reduced. At present, the Israeli 
authorities are favoring tuna over im­
ports of fish fillets. 

The Israeli -Japanese fishing company 
also reports on a successful trial ship­
ment of smoked tuna to France and Switz­
erland and is now shipping an additional 
sample order of 1.5 tons. Several tons of 
tuna livers for processing into oil by lo­
cal laboratories are due to be landed by 
the Shinyo Maru fr,om its present fishing 
trip. These experiments are designed 
to replace in the future cod -liver oil im­
ports at a saving of about $400,000 per 
annum. 

Japan 

SEEKS TO I1\JCREASE FROZE 
CRAB MEAT CO MPTIO~: 

A project for increasing crab meat 
consumption is under way in Japan. t;n­
til recently, canning has been used for 
preserving crab meat, but acco rd ing to 
Japanese experts, crab mea can be suc ­
cessfully and advantageously pres e rved 
by freezing. The Japanes plan to pack 
frozen crab meat in eye-appealing pack ­
ages. They expect the frozen produc 0 

sell at a lower price han he canned . 
This is expected to increase consump lOr. 
by placing crab mea wi hin easy reach 
of many consumers for whom canned 
crab meat is a luxury. 

Large-scale preservation by free zing 
wl~l also be appli d to langostinos, shnmp, 
and other crustaceans. 

The pro spec s for the success of his 
project are thought to be excellent. In ­
creased consumption is expec ed to stirr­
ulate efforts to increa e ca ches . This 
will also help satisfy the large dome stic 
demand for crab meat. (Puntal, Alican E, 

Spain, December 1958.) 

* * * * * 
l\IARlliE OILS DEl\IA. TD AlTD St;PPLY 
FOR FISC L YEAR 1958: 

The JaIJanese fats and oils demand 
and supply program was revis ed by the 

Iable 1 -japan's Use of Marine Oils Fiscal Year 195&1"1 

!Product Used for Industrial Export Total J 
Food Use 

Whale oil • 
. - . . . . (Metric Tons) • •.. o~1 
20,400 5,000 82,680 108,0 

Fish oil .• 12,000 9 000 - 21 ,0001 
~erm oil - 27' 000 12 800 39 W1J 

Total 32 400 41 000 95 480 168 8~ 
1/ Ends March 31, 1959 ~I 

Table 2 - Japan's Revised Plan for Production of Whale an 
Sperm Oil Fiscal Year 1958 

Product Production Exports 
Domestic 

consumpon. 

~Oil: 
.. . .• (Metric Tons) ••.• . 

Antarctic (actual) , 88,758 81,75 8 7,000 
Arctic (plan) •• • • 12,320 920 ~ CoastaI'-(plan). • 2 000 -

Total ••.. , •. 103 078 82 678 20400 
~Oil: 

5,611 Antarctic (actual), 18, 394 12,783 
Arctic (plan) •• •• 11,610 - 11,610 
Coastal (plan) ••• 6,000 - 6,000 
Carrv-over stocks - - 3800 

Total .• ••• • • 36 004 12 783 27 021 
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Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry 
and the Ministry of Trade and Industry 
for the fiscal year 1958 (ended March 31, 
1959). The revision for marine oils is 
shown in the tables. 

Republic of Korea 

LANDINGS AND EXPORTS 
OF FISHERY PRODUCTS, 1958: 

In 1958, South Korea's landings of 
fishery products amounted to 395,000 
metric tons, a decrease of 8,000 tons 
from 1957. Landings of fish and shell­
fish in 1958 were up 15,000 tons, but 
the production of seaweed and other 
products declined about 23,000 tons. 

Exports of marine products totaled 
11,000 tons in 1958. These exports were 

'valued at US$ 3.6 million, or about 22 
percent of the dollar value of all exports. 
Compared with 1957, the exports of ma­
rine products increased about 500 tons, 
but were lower in value by about $560,000 
In terms of value, the chief export items 
were cuttlefish, fresh and live fish, agar­
agar, and seaweed. The principal cus­
tomers for Korea's marine products 
were Japan and Hong Kong. 

FISHERIES TRENDS, JANUARY 1959: ' 
As part of South Korea's Fisheries Development Program 

Wh1Ch 1S a1ded by technical advisors of the International Coop ­
eratlOn Administration, three vessels from the Korean 
F1shenes Experimental Station carried out offshore shnmp 
explo1tahons on the east coast in the Pohang area during 
January. Catch rates, in deep water (160 meters or about 
87 fathoms) . indicated that it is commercially profitable to 
f1Sh for shnmp 10 deep water wIth the trawling equipment 
mtroduced by the development program. Local fishermen 
are bemg taken on the vessels as observers in these opera­
hans. There are at least thirty vessels in the Pohang area 
Wh1Ch could be converted to this type of shrimp fishery. It 
1S eshmated that the production from these thirty vessels 

f
coUld be as high as 12,000 pounds of headless shrimp per 
1shmg day. 

f The tuna long-line vessel Ii Nam Ho returned to Pusan 
ro'," Amencan Samoa on December 23 1958 after a 
~~u1se of 11 months. This vessel has be~n disc'harging tuna 

an Amencan-owned cannery at Samoa. A complete re­
~ort of the cruise and a financial report on operations are 

e1ng prepared by the owners. 

The. success of the new type vessels and seining equip­
::,ent, 1ntroduced by the Fisheries Development Program 

as encouraged local investors to start new vessel con- • 
st~uchon. These vessels are following a similar design 
an w1ll be equipped in the same manner as the first dem-

onst-ration ~essel. It is expected that eight new vessels of 
th1S type w1ll be ready for sea in April 1959. If they produce 
as well as the demonstration vessel did in 1958 it will mean 
an additional 24,000 metric tons of fish for the' Korean econ­
omy. 

. The regulations governing sanitation, quality, and inspec­
hon of frozen fishery products for export, prepared with the 
ass1stance of the fisheries technicians, were promulgated 
by the Minist~r of Commerce and Industry on December 26, 
1958. ImtIal mspectIons of processing facilities are being 
made preparatory to certifying those plants which meet the 
required standards. Announcement of certification will be 
made later. 

The demonstration fish meal plant at the Pusan Experi­
ment Station made its first test run at the end of December. 
Some operating difficulties are being corrected and the plant 
readied for operation. 

A Korean "Frozen Seafood Export Association" has been 
formed. Its members will include all producers and/or ex­
porters of frozen seafood who have approved plants. Office 
space has been set up and management personnel have been 
employed. The association has been endorsed by the Office 
of Marine A Hairs and has been delegated by the Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry as the recognized export agency. 
A brand name for frozen seafoods has been selected and 
drawings for the trade mark and package printing are being 
prepared. A promotion program is planned to create buyer 
interest in Korean products by publishing periodic letters 
and brochures. 

Liberia 

FISHING INDUSTRY: 
. Fish are a primary and favored source 
of protein in the Liberian diet. Ocean 
fishing is undertaken by several firms 
operating about half a dozen trawlers. 
The most prominent of these is a Libe­
rian firm which began operations in 1953 
(with a 55 -foot trawler powered by an 80 
hp. Diesel engine). At present this firm 
has two ' similar-sized fishing vessels in 
operation under contract, and is planning 
to acquire at least two additional vessels. 
It also has ice and cold storage plants in 
Monrovia. 

In addition to organized fishing ~om­
panies, na tive fishermen venture forth 
daily in p icturesque canoes in consider­
able numbers, Most of them are of the 
Kru tribe who do primarily surface or 
line fishing, while fishermen of the Fanti 
tribe from Ghana, of which there are a 
number in Liberia, engage primarily in 
net fishing. 

Among the fish and shellfish caught 
are sole, cassava, butternose, porgy, 
spiny lobster, crawfish, shrimp, crab, 
and other edible fish. Fish prices, which, 
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for a time, were between $3.50 to $5.00 
per case of 25 pounds, have recently 
risen to $7.50-$8.50 per case, because 
of a decline in offshore catches, making 
it more difficult for the average Liberi ­
an to supplement his diet with fish . 

Malaya i 
JOINT MALAYAN-JAPANESE 
TUNA FISHING COMP ANY SET UP: 

The Malayan Director of Fisheries 
announced that a Malayan-Japanese tuna 
fishing company will start operations 
from Penang in June or July 1959. Own­
ership of the company will be 51 percent 
Malayan and 49 percent Japanese, with 
an initial capital of M$500,OOO (about 
US$ 163,OOO). Eventually the company 
will be capitalized at M$2 million (about 
US$6 54,OOO). The Japanese will supply 
technical and administrative staffs. 

This project, initiated by the Minister 
of Agriculture, has been under discus­
sion for over a year and is an indication 
of the Governmentts determination to in­
crease the contribution of fisheries to 
the Malayan economy while, at the same 
time, improving standards of living a­
mong fishermen. 

Mexico 

SHRIMP LANDINGS 
IN 1958 BREAK RECORD: 

Preliminary data of the Mexican Bu­
reau of Fisheries and Allied Industries 
indicate that the 1958 shrimp catch was 
a record one. These data show that al­
most 31,400 metric tons (about 69 mil­
lion pounds) of shrimp (mostly headless, 
but including whole, dried, etc.) were 
landed in Mexican ports during 1958. 
This was more than 15 percent above 
the previous record of 26,966 metric 
tons landed in 1956. 

It is estimated that the United States 
imports of shrimp from Mexico during 
1958 were greater than the previous 

reco r d of 53.7 m illion pounds made in 
1956 . The v alue of the 1958 Mexican 
shrimp exports is e s tim ated at about 
US$40 m illion. 

The big increase i n t h e Mexican catch 
came from the west coas t whi ch produced 
about one -third more shrimp in 1958 than 
in 1957. The Gulf of Mexico catch was 
about six percent less than in 1957. Pre­
liminary figures place the P ac ific catch 
at 22,100 metric tons and the Gulf of 
Mexico at 9,300 metric tons . 

As anticipated, there was a good run 
of shrimp on the west coas t of Mexico 
during late summer and fal l. The warm­
er water temperatures produced a crop 
of shrimp along the Pacific side of Baja 
California that extended nort h as far as 
Sebastian Vizcaino Bay, whic h was a 
northerly record for comm e r c ial shrimp 
fishing. The abundant earl y rain s allow­
ed for an excellent crop in the estuaries . 
The fisheries in the estuarie s south of 
Mazatlan are reported t o h ave had a rec­
ord year. 

During the latter part of 1958 some 
100 trawlers transferred fr om the Car­
men -Campeche area in the Gulf of Mexi­
co to Salina Cru z on t h e P ac ific. These 
boats had a good seas on. The Pacific 
coast produced about 4 , 000 metric tons 
more shrimp in 1958 t han in the previous 
record year (1955 ), the Unit ed States 
Embassy in Mexic o C ity reported on 
February 13, 1 959 . 

* * * * * 
MERIDA SHRIMP F ISHE RY TRE DS: 

Shrimp landings at the Gulf of Mexico 
ports of Campeche a nd Ciudad del Car­
men totaled 4, 74 1,00 0 pounds duringSep­
tember-December 1958, down slightly 
from the landings of 4,720, 000 pounds 
during the preceding quarte r. Heavy 
storms in December damaged vessels 
and equipment in Carmen and Campeche 
and curtailed t h e December catches. 

Shrimp landings in thos e ports for the 
year 1958 totaled 15,969, 000 pounds, or 
about 4 percent less t han th e 16,630,000 
pounds landed in 195 7. (United States 
Consulate dispatch from M erida, dated 
January 22, 1959 .) 
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NEW EAST COAST FISH MEAL PLANT: 
A new fish meal plant is scheduled 

for completion in Ciudad del Carmen, 
Mexico, about May 1, 1959. The plant, 
with Danish equipment, will have a ca­
pacity of 10 tons of raw fish an hour. 
The owners of the plant have recently 
completed negotiations for purchasing 
two menhaden boats in the United States. 
This represents a new endeavor for the 
east coast of Mexico. Plans call for 
processing anchovies and herring-like 
fish and scouting for fish by airplane. 

If this enterprise proves successful, 
it is believed that other plants will 
spring up shortly, as Mexico has a defi­
cit of fish meal. In 1957 over 2,600 met­
ric tons of fish meal were imported, the 
United States Embassy at Mexico City 
reported on February 6, 1959. 

* * * * * 
PROTOCOL TO INTERNATIONAL 
WHALING CONVENTION APPROVED: 

By Decree dated December 26, 1958 
(Diario Oficial of February 11, 1959) 
Mexico approved the Protocol, signed in 
Washington November 19, 1956, to the 
lnternational Convention for the Regula­
tion of Whaling of 1946. 

Mexico, at present, does not engage 
in whaling activities. Reports indicate 
increasing numbers of whales off the 
west coast of Mexico. 

Morocco 

FISH-PROCESSING INDUSTRY TRENDS: 
The new chronic problem of finding 

markets for fish (mostly sardines) can­
ned in Morocco was aggravated by the 
partial collapse of the French market 
during 1958. During the first eight months 
of 1958, only 3,505 metric tons were sold 
in France, compared with 4,870 metric 
tons during the same period in 1957, an 
article in the January 9, 1959, Al Ittihad 
points out. -

The French market is indispensable 
for the industry because of the duty-free 

quo.ta of 12,000 metric tons. The cos 
price for a case of canned sardine 1 

4,000 Moroccan francs (TS$9.50). Onthe 
French market, because of the quota, a 
case of sardines brings 6,000 francs 
($14.30), whereas only 3,400 francs ( 8.10) 
can be obtained elsewhere. Thus, only 
the solid base of the French mark t mak s 
it possible to sell canned fish elsewher', 
earning currency much needed by Mor­
occo. 

It is expected that the quota Will be 
abolished now that the Common l\Iarket 
(made up of France, West Germany, Hal " 
Belgium, Luxembourg, and the Nether­
lands) has been realized, which may 
mean the complete ruin of the fish -can­
ning industry in Morocco if she does not 
join the Common Market. About 3 billion 
francs ($7.1 million) are now tied up in 
stocks (800,000 cases), and the market 
is falling, while the cost price is going 
up because of higher taxes and wages. 

The production of fish meal and oil is 
one of the few industries in Morocco 
which is making advances. Eight facto­
ries have recently been put into opera­
tion with modern equipment. Markets 
are readily found and exports in 1957 
brought in some 684 million francs ($1.6 
million) One factory produces fish m 'al 
for human consumption. ProductlOn in­
creased during 1958, but figures are not 
yet available. 

* * * * * 
SARDINE VESSEL OUTFITTED WITH 
ELECTRICAL FISHIPG EQU IPMEl T: 

A Moroccan sardine vessel (El lor­
chid) has been outfitted with electrical 
fishing equipment. Electrical fishmg 
consists in general of emitting electrical 
currents of certain intensities in he wa­
ter which attract fish and deprive h m 
of all refl exes for about 2 to 3 minu 
the time needed to capture them eIther 
by a suction pump or ne. The 10roc­
can vessel El-l\lorchid is equipped VI h 

- Ii II 
a suction pump and a canon. 

Fish react differently to differen 
electrical curren s. Also, accordmg 0 

their size, fish react differ n ly 0 a 
constant current. \Vhen a'" eak elec rIC­
al current is emitted in he "a r, Ish 
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will react by jerking and shaking and will 
swim out of the electrical field. In a 
strong continuous electrical field, fish 
are attracted to the anode from which 
the current is emitted and when quite 
close to the anode, they will succumb 
completely to the paralyzing effects of 
the current. 

For the capture of the type of fish de­
sired by the Moroccan vessel- -mainly 
sardines--it is necessary only to attract 
and not paralyze the fish. This technique 
has been named by the experts as "elec­
tro-taxis." The electrocution of fish, 
known as "electro-narcosis, II is useful 
mainly for the capture of large fish such 
as sharks or whales. 

The principles of electrical attraction 
or paralysis of fish have permitted much 
experimental work with various methods 
such as electrical hooks for tuna fishing, 
the concentration of fish schools on the 
surface of the water, "herding" fish by 
means of electrical nets and barriers, 
etc. 

The suction pump is simply a rubber 
tube 25 cm. (9.8 inches) in diameter 
which can be lowered 74 meters or 243 
feet (weight per meter--44 pounds) and 
by means of suction, pick up the fish at­
tracted by an anode located at its end. 
The electrical impulse attracts flsh for 
2 to 3 minutes at a time--the time nec­
essary for the fish to be sucked into the 
tube. The process is repeated each time 
a school is located. 

The "canon" is even more simple. It 
is powered by compressed air and can 
shoot an electrode attached to a floating 
cable for a distance of up to 100 meters 
(328 feet) into the middle of a surface 
school of fish .. When the electrode hits 
the water, the vessel's generator starts 
transmitting an electrical impulse. In 
less than a second, the fish are gathered 
around the electrode within a radius of 
10 meters (33 feet). The vessel then ap­
proaches the fish and hauls them in by 
means of a net or the suction tube. This 
method is used for sardines, pilchards, 
and other fish up to the size of anchovies. 

This give s a general id a of the equip­
ment to be used by the El-Morchid for 
sev ral months of exper imentaCITshing 
using th port of Safi as base. The ve8~ 
sel also has quipm nt for producing a 
spray of wat r. This consis ts of a pow­
erful show r-lik apparatus on a large 
scal which can pump and spray sea wa­
t r. Sardines are attract d to water 
spray and com up to the surface. 

The El- Morchid will op rate in col­
laboration with Morocco's Scien ificF1Sh­
eries Insti u e which will keep the vessel 
inform d of wat r temperatures, sallni y, 
plank on distributlOn, e c. The vessel 
will also xperiment with tuna fishing by 
means of n ts quipp d with electrodes. 
(La V}igie Iarrocain , Sept mber 20, 
1958. -

Netherlands 

A. T AL \\ HALl 'G 
REPORT FOR 1957/58: 

The managemen 0 the only whaling 
company ln the. Tetherlands in 1 s annual 
report for the fiscal year July 1, 1957, 
to June 30, 1958, reports that a six per­
cent dividend was paid as compared 0 

five percent for the preceding fiscal year. 
In order to enable the company to pay 
this dividend the Government had tocon­
tribute fl. 3,680,073 (about S 968,000) 
in accordance with the guarantee agree­
ment concluded in' 'ovember 1951. Dur­
ing the preceding year the Government 
paid 4.1 million guilders ( S$l,078,000) 
to the whaling company. Since 1951 the 
whaling industry has cost the Govern­
ment 32.5 million guilders (close to 
US$8,548,OOO). The guarantee agreement 
provides that the Government guarantee 
the operating costs and the payment of a 
certain dividend for a period of ten years. 
The agreement terminate s on June 30, 
1961. 

Production of whale products by the 
Netherlands' whaling company's Antarc­
tic expedition was 21,781 metric tons In 
the 1957/58 season, 21.4 percent more 
than the 17,945 tons produced during the 
1956/57 season. 
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The whale oil production in the 1957/58 
season was sold at an average price of 
flo 814.22 (US$214.14) a metric ton. In 
addition the carry-over of the 1956/57 
season was also sold. The average price 
of whale oil production for the 1956/57 
season ultimately amounted to flo 826.36 
(US$217.33) a ton, the United States Con­
sul in Amsterdam reported on January 29, 
1959. 

Table 1 - Production by the Netherlands 
Anarctic Whale Factoryship, 

William Barendsz, 1956/57 and 1957/58 

Product Season 
1956)57 1957/58 
.. (Metric Tons) .. 

twhale oil 14,678.0 17,295.0 
Sperm oil. 1,103.0 2,126.0 
Meal .... 2,111.0 2,302.0 
Vitamin oil . 12.9 15.0 
iwhale bone~ 40.0 43.0 
Sperm whale teeth 0.2 0.3 

Total ....... 17,945.1 21,781.3 

The other products mentioned above 
were all sold, the sperm oil yielding an 
average of fl. 769.22 (US$202.30) a 
ton and the fish mea 1 an a v era g e of 
fl. 519.94 (US$136.74)aton. The entire 
proceeds of the 1957/58 catch amounted 
to fl, 17,050,957.02 (US$4, 484,402 ). 

During the 1958/59 season the Inter­
national Whaling Commission had es­
tablished the total catch at 14,500 blue­
whale units, but the Netherlands Govern­
ment protested against this number. 
With regard to future operations, the 
management reports that as a result of 
the Netherlands protest the whaling ex­
peditions in the Antarctic may catch 
15,000 blue-whale units. 

On January 2, 1959, the Netherlands 
withdrew conditionally from the Inter­
national Whaling Convention, The Min­
istry of Agriculture, Fisheries, and Food 
announced that before making its condi­
tional withdrawal definite the Nether­
lands Government wished'to do every­
thing it could to contribute towards a 
solution of current problems. The con­
ditional withdrawal will become effec­
~ive on June 30, 1959, unless agreement 
IS reached before that date on the so-

called allocation of the maximum quota 
of whales caught every season. For sev­
eral years the Netherlands has urged a 
raising of the catch limit of whale units 
because, in the opinion of Dutch biologists, 
the number of whales in the Antarctic is 
much higher than is generally supposed. 

The prices for the various whale prod­
ucts have been showing a downward trend, 
but the catch of the current etherlands 
whaling expedition has already be en so ld 
in advance. 
Note: Values converted at rate of US$O, 263 = one guilder. 

Norway 

WINTER HERRING FISHERY: 
Some 2,500 fishing vessels, mainly dnft - netters and 

purse-seiners, with about 30,000 men, were impatiently 
waiti ng early in January in ports along the Norweg, ,I) 
west coast for the annual influx of herring. At the Same 
time, herring meal and oil reduction plants were geared 
for day-and-night operation during the hectic fisheries. 
As of mid-January, however, no substantial herring shoals 
had been spotted by any of the five ocean research vessels 
operated by the Norwegian Fishery Directorate's Oceano­
graphic Institute in Ber gen. 

The herring search, which is more extensIve than ever 
before, started January 5. Participating are four of the 
Oceanographic Institute's own vessels, and one chartered 
craft . Through cooperation with Norwegian Jl;avy and Ir 
For c e planes, they expected to cover all waters In the 
Norwegian Sea where the herring are likely to appear. 
Investigations were initially concentrated on mapping 
salinity and temperature distribution. But as soon as the 
herring were contacted, researchers expected to promptly 
flash short-wave reports to the fishermen througb coastal 
radio stations. 

Much is at stake in the impending herring fisheries. 
A big catch would go a long way to make up for last year' b 

. dismal results, which followed the poor season In 1957. 
Only about 240 , 000 metric tons of fat hernng were landed 
in 1958, as against nearly 700,000 tons the prevlOus year. 
The over-all catch of wintpr and spring hernng dropped 
from 880,000 tons in 1957 to a total of only 415,000 t >n~ 
in 1958. To enable fishermen to gear for the new season, 
the government waS obliged to extend lOW-Interest equIp­
ment loans and dIrect aid to hardship cases .1eartlme, 
seasonal unemployment had reached the highest f gure ,r 
quite a few years. 

At best, the winter herring fisheries in , orway are a 
gamble, with the outcome in large measure dependL'lg on 
the mercy of the elements. Though the sea may be teem' 
ing with the sU,ery fish, operators can readUy be ruined 
by stormy weather. The catch has got to be larger than 
ever to cover the high cost of operating fishing \'essels. 

A statistical study made by the. ·orv.egla F.s'ler D rec­
torate reveals that the cost of operatlng a pur~e- elrer 
r ose 81 percent between 1950 and 1956. In tIJe sa.. rI d, 
gear and other eqUIpment costs "ent up 131 perce'lt. r e 
over-all cost Increase ..... as thus '97 percert. On t 
it i s estimated, each of the 500 odd purse-seiners 
participate in the v. estern hern'lg fIsherles')- ) 
have to catch nearly 1,200 metnc tons be! r re 
For the purse-seining fleet as a ·.hole, there c 
tiOOl of making a profit unless tIJe catch ex ee s 

Nevertheless, the stress on '" ell- eqUipped f s 1 
and new gear to meet competition IS as str g as 
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Thus, more fishermen go in for efficient nylon seines, cost­
ing as much as Kr. 120,000 (US$16,BOO) each. Though only 
11 were used in last year's herring fisheries, as many as 
50 will probably be used this season. And after the success­
ful tests made with nylon drift nets in last summer's Iceland 
herring fisheries some of the drift -netters also are expected 
to switch from cotton to nylon. (News .Qf Norway , January 15 
1959.) , 

\VINTER HERRI G 
SCHOOLS ARRIVE LATE: 

The winter herring schools arrived 
off the coast of orway about Januarv 24, 
a little more than a week later than the 
normal time of appearance. As a rule, 
the herrmg remain just off the west 
coast of orway for about one month. 
The date of arrival of the herring is im­
portant to the fishermen as it determines 
the number of days before February 15 
when the fish command a higher price 
because after that date the ex-vessel 
price drops due to the lower fat content 
of the fish after spawning. 

WINTER HERRING FISHERIES 
HAMPERED BY STOR1\IS: 

Violent gales raged all along the coast 
of west and north Norway in mid-Febru­
ary, without signs of a letup, causing loss 
of life and extensive property damage at 
sea and on shore. For days on end, bad 
weather forced fishing vessels to stay in 
port, thus reducing herring and cod land­
ings to a trickle, with huge losses for 
fishermen, processing plants, and busi­
nessmen. And each day of idleness spell­
ed less foreign exchange earmngs from 
the export of fishery products, which in 
a good year may total nearly one billion 
kroner (US$140 million). 

The first phase of the winter herring 
fisheries, centermg on the fat sloe her­
ring, came to an end February 21. The 
result was rather poor, and hardly any 
landings were made the last part of Feb­
ruary. The total catch was slightly over 
321,000 metric tons, with a first-hand 
value of some Kr. 87.5 million ($12 3 
million). Only two postwar years, 1946 
and 1958, produced smaller yields. Last 
year the sloe herring catch totaled less 
th~n 227,000 tons, the lowest in many years. 
WIth the start of the spring herring season, 

February 23, the price of raw herring 
dropped about 10 percent because of low. 
er fat content. 

According to the Fisheries Minister 
the 1958 herring catch, including both' 
sloe and sprmg herring, will have to 0-

tal at least about 730,000 tons 0 earn a 
profit. Last year1s over-all total of only 
about 330,000 tons brought hardships to 
fishermen and all others concerned . This 
year's yield will beb tterthanthat,though 
it is not likely to r ach anywhere near 
the minimum suggested by the Minister. 

When the supply of herring and cod is 
meager or irregular, herring oil and 
meal processing plants get no or lit Ie 
raw material, and fish filleting andfreez­
ing plants ar unable to fi ll their contracts. 
And th unemployment caused by empty 
nets and semes spreads to 0 her mdus­
tries. ( nited Sta es Embassy dispa ch 
from Oslo, February 20, 1959.) 

* * * * * 
DOLLAR I IPORT 
LIBER LIZATIOl T Ii TCL DES 
CERTAI FISHERY PRODCCTS: 

All items on the J. Torwe gian list offree 
imports from coun ries par icipating in 
the Organization for European Economic 
Cooperation, effective January 1, 1959, 
may also be impor ed from the dollar 
area free from quantitative restrictions 

,and \\ ithout import licenses. This meas ­
ure ends the discrimina ion against dol­
lar countries which had resulted from a 
signIficant difference be ween 1 To rwayls 
dollar and OEEC import liberalizatio'n 
lists. The move is related to the intro ­
duction of external convertibility where­
by the" Torwegian currency, together with 
those of the "Cnited Kingdom and of vari­
ous other ,,' estern European countries, 
may be freely converted into dollars for 
payments of import s. 

The new Norwegian import regulations 
comprise only one list of items which 
will remain subject to import licensing 
requirements from all sources . However, 
the previous regulations show that a con-
~iderable number of goods were libera~­
Ized when imported from OEEC countrles 
but not from dollar countries. Accord­
ing to a report, these are the goods which 
are newly liberalized when imported Into 
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Norway from countries in the dollar area. 
Among them, the following appear to be 
of interest to United States fishery prod­
ucts exporters: canned salmon, canned 
lobsters, and various other fish and fish 
products. (Canada's Foreign Trade, 
January 31, 1959.) 

(; 
Pakistan 

JAPANESE CONTINUE TO 
SHOW INTEREST IN DEVELOPME NT 
OF EAST P AKIST AN FISHERIES: 

During December 1958, a Japanese 
fishing vessel, the Chosui Maru on the 
invitation of the Government of Pakistan 
called at Chittagong. While in the Bay 
of Bengal, the vessel undertook a limited 
amount of exploration of the fishery re­
sources of the Bay area. At the same 
time, according to local press ' accounts, 
two Japanese fishing experts and mem­
bers of the International Fishery Coop­
erative Association called on the East 
Pakistan Director of Fisheries to dis­
cuss exploitation of the Province's fish 
resources. Press reports indicated 
that the experts planned to submit a 
report on their findings to the Govern­
ment of East Pakistan. 

® 
~ 

Panama 

SHRIMP FISHERY TRENDS, 1958: 
Panama's shrimp industry, with an 

e"stimated investment of US$8.5 million, 
experienced the worst slump in 1958 of 
any of Panama's major industries. Ex­
pansion of plant facilities and fleet in 
1956-57 absorbed profits of the lush 
years and the industry entered 1958 with 
little capital reserves. Absence of the 
pink shrimp stocks in 1958 cut sharply 
into anticipated earnings early in the 
year. The extended drought of 1957 ap­
parently affected production of the large 
white shrimp. The plentiful supply of 
the small shrimp ("titi") kept the indus­
try alive but profits were cut by higher 
processing costs on a lower-valued 
product. 

The break in the 'United States "titi" 
market for c e d boats to new f ish i n g 
grounds. About 20 J f Panama's shrimp 
trawlers fished Nicaraguan waters dur­
ing the fourth q'.larter of 1958. Catches 
of white shrimp, slightly smaller than 
the Panamanian variety (average 26-30 
count), and Mexican brown shrimp (av­
erage 31-35), were sent back by boat to 
Panama for processing. In January 1959 
high winds had forced all vessels to 
cease operations for the dry season, but 
a number probably will return in May. 
Nicaragua does not permit trawling in 
lagoons which are shrimp-breeding 
grounds, and coastal waters off the la­
goons have yielded good catches. Other 
boats are known to have fished in Co­
lombian and Honduran waters. 

Official statistics for nine months 
1958 report the quantity of frozen shrimp 
exports at 26 percent above the 1957 
level, but the value of US$832,000 is 17 
percent less than for the comparable 
period of 1957. Estimates made on the 
basis of manifests indicated shipments. 
during 1958 were slightly above 1957 in 
quantity, but include an unknown amount 
of large whites frozen separately and 
packed 25 pounds to the 50-pound carton. 
Moreover, as all shrimp, regardless of 
origin, are exported as Panamanian 
shrimp, it is difficult to estimate the 
real decline in the catch in Panama's 
waters. The industry is hopeful of a 
good pink season in 1959 as an increas­
ing number was being caught in deep wa­
ter early in the year, the United States 
Embassy in Panana reported on Janu­
ary 29, 1959. 

LAWS AND REGULATIONS 
AFFECTING SHRIMP FISHERY: 

Summaries of the laws and n~gula­
tions affecting the fishery for shrimp, 
compiled by the United States Embassy 
in Panama, are as follows:. 

Decree No. 172 of August 5, 1953: 
This regulation requires all companies 
and individuals to obtain a commercial 
license, second class, in order to engage 
in commercial fishing within the waters 
over the Continental Shelf. (The 1946 
Constitution requires 5 years' residence 
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for all non - Panamanians with the excep­
tion of United States citizens residing in 
the Republic, in order to obtain a com­
mercial license.) Also provides that 
only boats constructed in the Republic 
of Panama shall be permitted to engage 
in commercial fishing except those 
foreign -built boats fishing as of the date 
of the decree. 

Decree-Law No. 12 of May 10, 1950: 
Shrimp packing companies were organ­
ized and have operated under this De­
cree Law which grants for a period of 
up to 25 years certain privileges and 
concessions. 

By agreement between the Government 
and the shrimp packing companies in the 
fall of 1957, these Panamanian companies 
gave up their concession for exemption 
from income taxes on earnings accruing 
from sales abroad. The agreement pro­
vides that all shrimp companies shall 
pay income tax on 50 percent of earnings, 
including those accruing from sales made 
outside the Republic. This tax is payable 
quarterly. 

Law 25 of February 5, 1957: This law 
supercedes Decree-Law No. 12 with the 
major change being the reduction of the 
period of special privileges from 25 to 
15 years. However, newly-organized 
companies are given the time remaining 
on the contract of the first company or­
ganized in the specific field of activity. 
The most recently-organized shrimp 
freezing company by Contract No. 43 of 
February 7,1958, was granted the privi­
leges and concessio!ls of Law 25 for a 
period of 18 years. 

Law 58 of December 18, 1958: This 
law extends the territorial waters of 
the Republic of Panama to a width of 12 
nautical miles, including the sea bed 
and submarine sea floor covered by this 
area and the airspace above it. Its main 
impact will be on bait fishing of ancho­
vetta by United States tuna boats but it 
could affect shrimp fishing, particularly 
if current experimental deep trawling 
for pink shrimp proves productive. 

PROTOCOL TO INTERNATIONAL 
WHALING CONVENTION APPROVED' 

Panama's National Assembly by Gw 
37 of October 25, 1958, approved the 
Protocol of the International Convention 
for Regulation of Whale Fishing which 
was drawn in Washington, D. C., Decem­
ber 2, 1946 . The Instrument of Ratifica­
tion was due to be signed by the Presi­
d ent and forwarded to London for deposit 
about January 20, 1959. 

Peru 

EXPORTS OF MARINE PRODUCTS, 
JANUARY-SEPTEMBER 1958 AND 1957 : 

Exports of marine products by Peru January-September 
1958 increased 34.7 percent (27,181 metric tons) in quantIty. 
but declined 3.7 percent (US$552,000) in value as compared 
with January-September 1957. Sharp increases occurred in 
industrial fishery products due to the expansion of process' 
ing facilities for whales and fish reduction. However. ex' 
ports of edible fishery products (mostly canned bonito and 
frozen tuna) were down 27 percent and guano down 73 percent 
in the first mne months of 1958 as compared with the same 
period in 1957. In 1958 Peru's landings of bonito and tuna 
were lower and the world market for tuna and bonito (both 
canned and frozen) was not as firm as the previous year. 

Peruvian export prices for fish meal vary according to 
the protein content. Fish meal made from whole fish has 
a high protein content of some 65 percent and is sold at a 
substantially higher price than fish meal from fish waste 
which contains about 52-53 percent protein. It is reported 
that the January 1959 f.o.b. Peruvian port export price for 
fish meal of high protein content was about US$137-l38 a 
metric ton (somewhat lower than the previous few weeks 
and the price of US$145 in September last yea r), whilE>the 
export price for low-protein fish meal was around US$IOO 
to US$105 a ton, also on an f.o.b. Peruvian port basis. (Unit· 
e d St t E b F b 4 1959) a es rn assy~ e ruary 

Peru's Exports of Principal Marine Products. 
January-September 1957-1958 

Jan. -Sept. 1958 :Tan. -Sept. 1957 
Product 

Quantity Value 1/ puantity Value ~I 

Metric MilllOD US$ Metric MUlloD USI 
Tons ~ laQQQ.. Tons Sol .. ~ 

Fish meal .. 76,716 88.2 8,262 38,396 85.8 4,516 
Fish, frozen 

8,853 & canned .. 18,223 12.5 4,939 24,959 168.2 
Sperm oil .. 5,888 19.8 869 2,867 10.4 547 
Fertilizer 

(guano) ... 1,952 3.5 154 7,138 9.8 516 
Fish oil 1,497 4.0 176 4,030 10.6 558 
Whale meal. 1,295 2.9 127 1,000 1.7 89 -

Total .... 105,571 ~30.9 4,527 78,390 286.5 15,O~ 

.!JF .0, b. values converted at rate 22.78 101ea equal US$1. 
YF.o.b. values converted at rate 19.00 101u equal US$1. -

.... 
* * * * ~-

FISHERIES TRENDS, 
FOURTH QUARTER 1958: 

Condition s were generally satisfac-
tory for the Peruvian fishery industry 
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,during the fourth quarter of 1958. So 
many boats were engaged in catching 
anchoveta to satisfy the needs of the 

:profitable fish-meal industry that can­
:neries were occasionally unable to pur­
chase sufficient supplies of bonito. There 

' was an abundance of tuna for purse sein­
ers and shipments of frozen tuna increased 
during the fourth quarter. 

Fish -meal producers stated that fourth 
quarter prices varied from $130 to $152 
a metric ton according to protein con­

-tent. Total exports for 1958 are esti­
:mated at 115,000 tons. Although the fish­
ing industry claims that its catch of an-

• choveta is insignificant as compared to 
-the consumption by the guano birds, ag-
ricultural interests and the Guano Cor­

=poration persuaded the Government to 
::further restrict anchoveta fishing in 
oird -feeding areas. 

Table 1 - Peruvian Exports of Principa 
Marine Products, 

January-September 1957-58 

~roduct 
Jan. -Sept. 

1958 1957 
.(Metric Tons) .. 

' Canned bonito. . 8,94 1 14,147 
1ish meal ... 76,716 38,396 
' Frozen tuna .... . 5,327 5,111 
:Frozen skipjac,k . 2,839 4,036 
.S..£erm oil . 5,888 2,867 

Total ..... . 99,711 64,557 

The National Society of Fisheries 
IDloved during the fourth quarter to bring 
a measure of organization to the market­
ing of Peruvian canned bonito. Peruls 

-tight credit restrictions had caused in­
~ividual canners to offer canned bonito 
at cut-rate prices, resulting in damaging 
competition among Peruvian canners. 

-Approval by the National Society of Fish­
.eries is required for all export licenses, 
;and the SOCiety has established a floor 
:price for all bonito sales abroad. 

During the first nine months of 1958 
.~xports of the principal marine products 
: lncreased sharply to 99,711 metric tons 
:from the 64,557 tons exported in the 
~same period of 1957. During January­
;September 1958, exports of fish-meal 
1(76,716 tons) were about double the 

38,396 tons exported in the same period 
of 1957. During the same period of 1958 
exports of canned bonito (8,941 tons) de­
clined about 32.8 percent. 

16 
Philippines 

CANNED SARDINE SURPLUS: 
A factional split in the Philippine Na­

tionalMarketing Corporation I s board of 
directors during the last half of 1958 
over whether to purchase higher-priced 
United States sardines or lower-priced 
Japanese brands, has resulted in a seri-
0us overstock of canned sardines . 

After considerable discussion the 
board agreed to import 313,499 cases of 
Japanese sardines late in 1958. Orders 
were placed so late and customer re­
sponse has been so cold that a large pro­
portion of these sardines still remains 
in the corporationls warehouses. The 
general manager now fears that if the 
500,000 cases authorized for importation 
during the first half of 1959 are imported, 
a serious surplus will result and many 
cases will spoil. He believes that this 
would result in an excess of 61,614 cases 
over the monthly requirement of 81,000 
cases for each of the first six months of 
1959. The manager attempted to delay 
or halt placement of orders for addition­
al sardines, but a "faction" in the board 
0f directors was insisting that orders 
for the 500,000 cases be placed. 

Poland 

a"i-
• • 

,~ l .. 
~~"'-~ 

FISHERY LANDINGS, 1958: 
Landings of marine fish and shellfish 

amounted to 124,145 metric tons in 1958, 
according to a report by The Polish Press 
Agency of January 24, 1959. Landings 
included 56,740 tons of herring, 36,410 
tons of cod, 14,815 tons of Baltic her­
ring, 11,647 tons of sprat, 877 tons of 
mackerel, 409 tons of eels, 159 tons of 
salmon, and 307 tons of other fish: The 
1958 landings were close to 87 percent 
of the goal set by the five-year plan, 
the United States Embassy in Warsaw 
reported on January 30, 1959. - .-. .-. 
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SARDINE LANDINGS 
IN 195 8 BREAK RECORD: 

The Portuguese sardine fishing fleet 
landed a record catch of 139,36 0 metric 
tons of sardines during 1958, an increase 
of 27.4 percent over 1957. The fleet also 
landed 12,610tonsofanchovy, an increase 
of 60 percent over 1957. The total 1958 
catch by this fleet amounted to 202,729 
tons as oomparedto 191,724 tons in 1957, 
an increase of 5.7 percent. 

* * * * * 
FISHERIES TRENDS, OCTOBER 1958: 

Sardine Fishing: During October 1958, 
the Po r t u gu e s e fishing fleet landed 
26,270 metric tons of sardines (valued 
at US$1,823,930 ex-vessel or $69 a ton). 
In October 1957, a total of 25,300 tons 
of sa r din e s was 1 and e d (valued at 
US$2,048,382). 

Canneries purchased 58.6 percent or 
15,394 tons of the sardines (valued at 
US$1,179,687 ex-vessel or $76.63 a ton) 
during October. Only 212 tons were 
salted, and the balance. of 10,664 tons 
was purchased for the fresh fish market. 

Other Fishing: The October 1958land­
ings of fish other than sardines were 
principally 4,971 tons (value US$311,791) 
of mackerel, 3,231 tons (va1ueUS$149,322) 
of chinchards, 2,661 tons of anchovies 
(value US$71,965), 381 tons of tuna (value 
US$62,991), and 141 tons of bonito (value 
US$20, 696). (Conservas de Peixe, Dec-
ember 1958.) - --

* * * * * 
CANNED FISH EXFOR TS, 
JANUARY-OCTOBER 1958: 

Portugal's exports of canned fish dur­
ing January-October 1958 amounted to 
53 , 725 metric tons (1,277,400 c ases) , 
valued at US$28.6 million as compared 
with 41,674 tons, valued a t $2 5 .3 million, 
for the same period in 195 7. Sa r d ines in 
olive oil exported during th e fir s t t en 
months of 1958 amounted to 37,44 6 tons, 
valued at $19 .8 million . 

During January-October 1958, the 
leading canned fish buye r was Italy with 

1

9,261 tons (valued at $4 . 8 million), fol­
lowed b y Ge rmany with 8,518 tons (val­
u ed a t $ 4 . 6 million ), Gr at Britain with 

Portu.lLuese CanneCl ~ Ex~rts .lan~-October 1958 

Product 1958 
lan. -Oct. 

Metric US$ 
TOIll 1,000 

f>ardines in olive oil . . • . • . . 37,446 19,779 
~ardinel1ke fish in olive oil . . . 5,348 3,595 
~ a.rdine & sa.rdinelike fish in brine 950 221 
~una & tun.a1ike fish in olive oil • 1, 988 1,506 
~una & tun.a1ike fuh in brine . . . 858 442 
~ackerel in olive oil •. .... 6,231 2,769 
bther fish. . . . . • . • . . . . 904 282 

Total . .. . ... . . . . . S3 725 28 594 

5,424 tons (valued at $3.3 m illion), the 
United States with 5,097 tons (valued at 
$3.6 million), and Belgium- Luxembourg 
with 3,859 tons (valued at $ 2.0 million). 
Exports to the United tate s included 
2,109 tons of anchovies. (Conser'/ as de 
Peixe, December 1958.) -

***"~* 

CA ED FISH PACK, 
JANUARY-AUGUST 1958: 

The total pack of canned f ish for Jan-
uary-August 1958 amounted to 26,336 
met~ic tons as compared wit h 29 , 039tons 

Portu-.9.uese Canned Fish Pack Jan~-Auqurt 1958 

Product Net CannelS' 
Wei<!ht Value 
Metric USS 

Tons 1,000 
~~ Olive Oil. 

14,468 8,261 Sardines •. . . . . . . . . . . 
S ardinelike fish · .... . . . 3,631 1,691 
Anchovy fille t» · . .... . . 2,166 1,834 
Tuna • . • . •. . • • ••. . 1,500 1,129 
Other ~ecieslincl shel.l.fislll · . 320 219 

In Brine. 
-Sardineli.ke fish · . ... .. · . 3,768 685 

Other species . .. . . . . . · . 483 ISS 
otaJ •• • .•..•.••. 26 336 13 974 

Note: Values oonverted at rate of 28.75 escudos equals 
US$I. 

for the same period in 1957. Cannee sar-
dines in oil (14,46 8 tons) accounted for 
54.9 percent of the J anuary- August 1958 
total pack , higher by 3 3 . 9 percent than . 
t h e pack of 10, 808 tons for the same pen-
od of 1957, t he Decembe r 1958 ~ 
d e Peixe - reports. 

9: 
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Singapore 

JAF ANESE TO TRAIN 
LOCAL FISHERMEN: 

The Japanese have agreed to a re­
quest by the Singapore Government to 
train some local fishermen in the tech­
niques of pair-trawl fishing. These men 
will be trained in Japan through the a­
gency of the Colombo Plan to aid in the 
development of Ceylon's offshore fish­
ing. Three companies have already been 
licensed to engage in pair-trawl fishing. 

The technical assistance to Singapore's 
fishermen through the Colombo Plan is 
in addition to the assistance already be­
ing extended by one of Japan's largest 
fishing concerns. It is understood that 
the new fishermen's training program 
will involve teachers from one of Japan's 
principal training schools, the United 
States Consul in Singapore reported on 
February 13, 1959. 

Spain 

VIGO FISHERIES TRENDS, 
DECEMBER 1958: 

Fish Exc-h'a-n-g-e-: ~L-a-n-d"-;-in-gs of fish and 
shellfish in December 1958 at the Vigo 
Fish Exchange amounted to 4,363 met­
ric tons, a drop of 4,652 tons from the 
preceding month, and 262 tons below the 
landings for December 1957. Major spe­
cies sold over the exchange in December 
1958 were: anchovies, 882 tons; sardines, 
765 tons; horse mackerel, 641 tons; and 
small hake, 633 tons. 

The December 1958 landings were val­
ued at US$I, 192, OOO(US$1. 00=42 pesetas), 
only $373,000 less than November and 
close to $230,000 above the value for De­
cember 1957. 

Landings at the Exchange for the last 
quarter of 1958 amounted to 22,827 tons 
(value US$4, 171,000), an increase of 
5,046 tons over the third quarter, and an 
increase of 3,345 tons over the same 
quarter of 1957. 

Unique for the fourth quarter was the 
gr~atly increased landings of anchovies 
whlCh normally make their appearance 

in l,ate winter. Needl.efish landings were 
at the same level as last year, marking 
the second year in a row that this spe­
cies has failed to appear in its usual a­
bundance. Sardine catches were disap­
pointing, 94 tons below the landings in 
the last quarter of 1957. 

Total fish and shellfish landings at 
the Exchange for 1958 were 64,253 tons, 
an increase of 184 tons over 1957. The val­
ue of the 1958landing~ was US$14,451,000, 
higher by $2,296,821 than the value for 
1957. 

Fish Canning and Processing: Canners 
in the Vigo area purchased 5,259 tons of 
fish and shellfish on the Exchange during 
October-December 1958, a drop of 435 
tons from the third quarter of 1958, but 
2,232 tons more than the purchase in the 
fourth quarter of 1957. The smoking, 
drying, and pickling processors purchased 
3,566 tons, about 1,801 tons above the 
third quarter of 1958, and 271 tons above 
the same quarter in 1957. 

In 1958 local canners purchased a 
mere 652 tons more than in 1957 from 
the Vigo Fish Exchange. Purchases by 
processors other than canners during 
the year from the exchange were 2, 257 
tons less than they were in 1957. 

Tin Plate: The good canned fish pack 
in 1958 resulted in the depletion of tin 
plate reserves held by canners. Addi­
tionally, the government has informed 
canners that no foreign exchange is a­
vailable for importations of tin plate in 
1959. As a result, canners throughout 
Spain have petitioned for US$1 million 
of United States foreign aid funds for the 
purchase of 50,000 double boxes of tin 
plate (112 sheets, approximately 220 
pounds)- -10,000 boxes for fish canners, 
and the rest for other food industries. 

The Vigo fish canners appear to be 
overly optimistic over the granting of 

' the aid, their only worry betng that the 
tin plate won 't arrive until after Mayor 
June when seasonal activity starts. Re­
serves of tin plate are estimated at 
16 000 metric tons and annual consump­
tio'n at about 35,000 tons. 

For those fish canners holding foreign 
exchange reserves in the three special 
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export programs, the so-called "CP" 
areas, the Government is considering 
another program of temporary admis­
sions which exempts the tin plate from 
customs costs, etc., if reexported with­
in a defined period of time. How the new 
25 percent import levy ("fondo de retor­
no") will influence the contemplated tem­
porary admissions program is unknown. 

Fish Prices: The last of the price re­
strictions on fresh fish prices were re­
moved in October 1958 when the Office of 
Supply and Transportation removed retail 
price ceilings on hake and small hake. 
This follows the pattern set in July when 
price ceilings were also removed on the 
large and medium sizes of dried cod, ex­
cept for imported cod. (United States Con­
sulate, Vigo, dispatch, January 28, 1959.) 

* * * * * 

FOOD CANNERS AGREE 
ON STANDARD-SIZE CANS: 

Attending the October 5-9, 1958, con­
ference in Brussels -of the Permanent 
International Committee on Food Can­
ning were the Secretary of the National 
Fisheries Syndicate and the President of 
the Galicia Canners Union. 

The Committee, representing 14 na­
tions and the Urited Nations, concerned 
itself with the standardization of contain­
ers for fish, meat, and vegetable prod­
ucts' and practical methods for deter­
mining the net weights to be adapted to 
each type. Seventeen sizes of cans were 
selected for use in export trade and 
were submitted to the International Stand­
ards Organization in London. 

The Spanish fisheries industry again 
showed its preoccupation with possible 
competition from frozen sardines, in­
sisting that this product be so identified 
on labeling. Moroccan interests, accord­
ing to some industry members, are hop­
ing in the future to ship frozen sard ine s 
to France for canning and sale in th e 
Common Market. (United States C on sul­
ate, Vigo, dispatch, January 28 , 1959. ) 

* * * * * 

T E RRITORIAL W AT E R S: 
Attending the Nov ember 1958 confer­

ence in Paris of the Fisheries Federa­
tion s of W ste r n Europe was the head of 
the Spanish Synd ical F e deration of Ship­
owners and p rom ine nt Vigo fisheries 
industrialist. ASSisting at the conference 
were repr sentative s f rom France, Por­
tugal, Spain, Holland, Belgium, Germany, 
Denmark, Swed n, and 1 orway. 

The delegates unanimousl y agreed to 
present to their respective governments 
the following matters: 

(1) To organize with the greatest ra­
pidity possible an int rna ional confer­
ence to define the limits and c onditions 
influencing international fi sh in g, partic­
ularly where the 1958 Geneva Conferencee 
reached no agreement. 

(2) To oppose any unilate r al decision 
affecting the extension of terri torial wa­
ters before the proposed conference 
terminates its work. 

(3) To take into account in any pro­
posals submitted 0 this conference, the 
traditional rights of count r ies in various 
fisheries areas, and to defend them as 
amply as possible. ( nited tates Con­
sulate, Vigo, dispatch, Januar y 28,1959.) 

* * * * * 

FISHERIES LABOR PROBLE 'IS 
The Ministry of Labor i s studying the, 

possibility of new labor re gu lations ex­
clusively for the cod -fi s h i ng industry, 
presently covered under the " Maritime 
Fishing and Factories 11 regulations. 

The cod -fishing indus t r y consists noll' 
of 4 large companies, an estimated 4,500 

crewmen, 30 cod ve ssel s (9 more are 
under construction whic h will raise he 
tonnage of the s e special ized ships to 
53,000 metric ton s ), and 70 smaller 
"parejas" d is placing over 50,000 tons 
(20 more are under c ons t ruction). Year­
ly catch i s e s timated a t 50,000-60,000 
metric tons of dr e ssed fish, approxi­
mately 7 - 8 p e rc ent of the total Spanish 
fisheries landings. Because of the large 
increase in cod activity (catches are . 
double those for 1948), the constructIon 
of l a rge (ove r 1, 000 tons) cod vessel~ 
requiring mer c hant marine officers In 
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charge, and the new factories for drying 
and processing, the present regulations 
are considered obsolete. 

The plurality of conditions which face 
the short-range fishing fleet as a result 
of different port practices based on long 
tradition and convenience, makes it im­
possible to encompass the whole short­
range fishing fleet in one collective a­
greement, according to the National Fish­
eries Syndicate. 

As a result of this, the syndicate has 
decided that the best solution is collec­
tive pacts between the different produc­
tive elements of the fleet. These new a­
greements' according to the syndicate, 
must incorporate the minimum benefits 
now present in the national "Regulations 
for Workers." Where these national la­
bor guarantees are not applicable be­
cause of the unique working conditions 
of some coastal fishermen, the syndicate 
has obtained permission from the Min­
istry of Labor for a preliminary project 
termed the "Regulations for Maritime 
Workers" which contains improvements 
in labor conditions such as family bonus, 
vacations, overtime, minimum work day, 
and seniority, to cite the most important. 

To formulate this new policy the syn­
dicate has authorized the initiation of the 
first pact between the 75 shipowners and 
906 crewmen of the Fishermen's Associ­
ation of Laredo, Santander, which the 
syndicate hopes will be the starting point 
for pacts which will cover the local prob­
lems of every "cofradia" on the littoral. 

Preliminary points agreed to in this 
first collective pact with coastal fisher­
men are: 

(1) Splitting profits derived from fish 
catches 50-50 between shipowners and 
crewmen. 

(2) The quantity of fish and monev 
bonus to be given 'to each man based on 
the size of the fish catch. 

I 
(3) plitting costs 50-50 between own­

e.r and crew except that communica-
lOn facilities and na\'igating instruments 

will be the res po n sib iIi Y of h 
owners. 

(4) Value of salvag able mat 
(shack) found at sea will be plit 

hi 

thirds for the crew, one -third for 
owners. (United States Con ulat , V1 0, 
dispatch, January 28, 1959.) 

Sweden 

SEA FISHERY LABORATORY 
RESEARCH PROGRAM FOR 1959: 

The 1959 program of the Swedish ea 
Fishery Laboratory at Lysekil includ s 
a project whereby an analysis will b 
made of the sexual maturity of herring. 
Samples will also be taken in ord I' to 
determine the composition of the herring 
stock as respects length, ' ... ·eight, sex, 
age, and racial data. 

Trawling expeditions will leave a 
different times of the year bound for th 
North Sea, the Skagerrak, and the Kat e­
gat where data will be collected r gard­
ing the size, races, and composition of 
the whiting stock; special attention WIll 

be paid to the different whiting sp"ci 
In conjunction with the whiting r earch, 
efforts w,ll also be made to determine 
the distribution and composi ior. of the 
stock of Norway lobster in th kager!"ak. 

Research as respects sprat will b 
postponed for the tIme being. it is ta 
because of personnel shortag a the 
Fishery Laboratory. The re earch ves­
sel Ska'gerack will: however, par.ll,; Ip 
in the common surveys being plann d 1 

Sweden, Norway, and Denmark co, ring 
the drifting of . oung sprat and pra ro 
in the Skagprrak and th Kattegat. 

The Skagerack wil: also d par I 

l\Ia y on athree weeks' expedl Ion to 
ne\~' fishing ground a Rocka , 
research will be conduc ed on mg, 
United tates Consul a Go borg r 
ed on Januar 22, 1959. 

------
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Taiwan (Formosa) 

FISHERIES LANDINGS IN 1958: 
The 1958 fishery landings in Taiwan 

reached 229,677 metric tons. This broke 
the record of 208,121 tons set in 1957 
and exceeded the target set in the Sec-
0nd Four - Year Production Plan by 9,677 
tons. The catch by categories as com­
pared with the 1957 catch is shown in 
the table. 

Taiwan's Fisher 

Type of Fishery 

Deep-sea. 
Inshore .. 
Coastal .. 
Fish culture. 

Total ... 

. Metric Tons . 
61,160 52,223 
81,720 71,552 
38,267 38,468 
48,530 45,878 

,1 1 

The greatest increase was from deep­
sea fisheries, accounted for by the in­
crease of offshore tuna vessels and bull­
trawling vessels. The increase in catch 
from inshore fishing was due to larger 
boats and new motors and the heavy runs 
of moonfish (Mene maculata) and sea 
bream. The catch from coastal fish-
ing decreased slightly due to the poor 
run of mullet and the stiff competition 
from powered boats. The increase from 
fish culture was due to an abundant sup­
ply of milkfish fry and the use of more 
reservoir ponds for raising fish. 

WHALING IN 1958: 
The 1958 whaling operation with Jap­

anese cooperation was more successful 
than the previous year. A Japanese 
whaler of 270 tons, Kyomaru No.], was 
dispatched to Banana Bay off southern 
Taiwan for three months' hunting from 
January to April. A total of 12 hump­
backs were caught as against only 4 in 
1957. 

FROZEN TUNA EXPORTS: 
The four 350-ton tuna long-liners 

caught enough fish in their trips to the 
Indian Ocean to warrant some small ex­
ports of frozen tuna to the United States. 
A total of 146 tons of frozen tuna (most­
ly yellowfin) were exported in 1958. 

PESTICIDES USED IN 
MILKFISH PONDS: 

The use of Diazinon or BHC for con­
trolling Chironomid larvae was developed 

by the Tainan Fish Culture Station. Chir. 
onomid larvae have been found to be the 
chief undesirable organism in milkfish 
ponds, because they compete with the 
milkfish for natural food (bottom algae) 
as well as destroy the algae bed on the 
pond bottom. The use of BHC and Dia­
zinon has b ecome now quite popular with 
the milkfish farmers in Taiwan . 

--By T. P. Chen, Senior Fisheries Specialist, 
Joint Comm ission on Rural Reconstruction, 
Ta.ipei, TaIwan 

Notel Also see CommercW Fisheries Review, April 1958 
p. 74. 

Union of South Africa 

SPINY LOBSTER CATCHES 
GOOD OFF CAPE PE INS LA: 

Exceptionally large quantities of spiny 
lobster appeared suddenly in the Cape 
Peninsula area of South Africa early in 
February 1959 and since then the fisher­
men have been making some of the big­
gest catches ever recorded in that area. 
It is estimated that as many as 30,000 
spiny lobsters were taken in a single 
day since the run began. Another feature 
of the catch was that the lobsters were 
reported by fishermen to be uniformly 
large in size and slightly different in 
appearance from tho se usually landed. 
Rather than the dark, almost black ap­
pearance, the spiny lobsters were de­
scribed as h a vi n g a dark back with 
yellow legs and patches of yellow on the 
sides. 

This is a welcome bonanza to spiny 
lobster fishermen who experienc ed poor 
catches, particularly in the Cape Penin­
sula area, in 1958. The total spiny lob­
ster catch from the Union of South Africa 
waters in 1958 was estimated by the Di­
vision of Fisheries to have been slightly 
over 8,000 short tons as compared with 
14,000 tons in 1957. Exports of frozen 
spiny lobster tails (mainly to the United 
States) total ed 4.5 million pounds in the 
first ten months of 1958 as compared . 
with 6.0 million pounds in the same perl' 
od of 1957. 

There have thus far been no reports 
that spiny lobster fishing areas other 
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than the Cape Peninsula region have ex­
perienced any sudden increase in catches, 
reported on February 12, 1959. 

•';"'.---
s.~ I" ' 

" " 

u. S. S. R. 

NEW SEVEN-YEAR 
PLAN FOR FISHERIES: 

In the new seven -year plan for the 
Soviet Union's economy for the period 
from 1959 to 1965, it is stated that the 
catch of fish shall be increased by 62 
percent from 2.85 million metric tons 
in 1958 to 4.6 million tons in 1965. The 
increase will be achieved, in part, by 
bringing into use new fishing areas in 
the open ocean. 

The catches in recent years have been 
as follows: 2.3 million metric tons in 
1954, 2.5 million tons in 1955 , 2.6 mil­
lion tons in 1956, and 2.85 million tons 
in 1958. 

The increase during the 1954 /58 peri­
od has averaged about 135,000 tons.a 
year, but the planned increase in the com­
ing seven-year period is about 250,000 
tons yearly. This is a significant re­
duction in comparison to the sixth five­
year plan which expected to increase the 
catch about 340,000 tons annually from 
1955 to 1960 and bring it up to 4.2 mil­
lion tons in 1960. 

The published part of the plan does 
not say anything about expanding the con­
struction of the fisheries fleet, but ac­
cording to reports in the press it is to 
'be increased by 70 percent. 

According to an article in Poljarnaja 
Pravda on November 12, 1958, the Mur­
rnansk area will increase its catch from 
570,000 tons in 1957 to 840,000 tons in 
1965. This is an increase of only 47 per­
cent, and the Murmansk area's share of 
the total catch will, therefore, drop from 
20 percent in 1957 to 18 percent in 1965. 
The Eastern Sea area's share of the to­
tal catch will increase inasmuch as Es­
tonia will increase its catch by 130 per­
cent, Latvia by 120 percent, and Lithu-

ania by 70 percent. In an article in Pravda 
for 'November 26, 1958, it is stated that 
Estonia will increase its catch of herring 
in the North Atlantic 4.8 times, and that 
the number of trawlers and auxiliary 
craft in Estonia's fleet will be increased 
greatly with this in view. In addition, in 
1959 it is planned to begin building a har­
bor for the fishing fleet in Tallinn (Fisk-
ets Gang, January 1, 1959). --

* * * * * 
FISHERY RESEARCH FACILITIES: 

Russia claims to have about 100 fish­
ery research vessels in all, although 
many of these are converted trawlers 
and vessels engaged in purely oceano­
graphic work; they also have 25 fishing 
research organizations all over the So­
yiet Union. This was the reply of the 
leader of the Soviet delegation at the Dub­
lin meeting of the Permanent Commis­
sion of the International Convention on 
Overfishing when asked about Russia's 
fishery research. (World Fishing, Janu­
ary 1959.) 

Onited Kingdom 

FISHERY LOANS 
INTEREST RATES INCREASED: 

The British White Fish Authority an­
nounced that, as a result of a recent 
change in the rates of interest charged 
to them by the British Treasury, their 
own rates of interest were changed on 
loans as of December 9, 1958. The new 
rates are: on loans for not more than 5 
years, 5 percent; on loans for more than 
5 years but not more than 10 years, 5-t 
percent; on loans for more than 10 years 
but not mo re than 15 years, 5i percent; 
on loans for more. than 15 years, 6i- per­
cent. (World Fishing, January 1959.) 

* * * * * 
MINIMUM PRICES 
FOR WIDTE FISH, 1959: 

A new schedule of minimum prices 
for certain white fish was announced by 
the British Trawlers' Federation effec­
tive February 1, 1959. 
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The min i mum price of cod, which 
com p r i s e s more than half the land­
ings of w hit e fish in Eng 1 and and 
Wales, remains unchanged at 56s. 
(US$7.84) per ten-stone kit (140 pounds) 
for the s eve n months - - Feb r u a r y to 
August 1959 (5.6 U.S. cents a pound), 
and at not less than 66s. ($9.24) per kit 
for the five months, S e pte m be r 1959 
to February 1960 (6.6 U.S. cents a 
pound). 

The opportunity has also been taken 
of once again bringing the minimum 
prices for haddock into line with those 
for cod - -although the price for chat had­
dock (a new category in the s c h e d u 1 e) 
will remain unaltered at 50s. ($7.00) per 
kit (5.0 U.S. cents a pound). 

The minimum price for p 1 a ice and 
lemon sole will be 80s. ($11.20) per kit 
(8.0 U.S. cents a pound) and for coley 
(pollock) 40s. ($5.60) a kit (4.0U. S. cents 
a pound). 

The prices of all other varieties re­
main unchanged. (The Fishing News, 
January 2, 1959.) 

Venezuela 

1958: 
The Venezuelan is ing in ustry was 

able to secure its share of the protectionist 
measures decreed during 1958. Canned 
sardines, the most important commercial 
fish product, were granted increased pro­
tection by a decree raising import duties 
on all types of sardines from Es. 2.00 per 
kilo to Bs. 8.00 per kilo (from about US$0.27 
to $1. 09 a pound) effective November 30, 
1958. The local industry can supply local 
needs and Ministry of Agriculture officials 
believe this increase will eliminate virtu­
ally all imports of sardines. 

Venezuelan -Japanese interests are 
joining in a venture to fish and pack tuna in 
Venezuela. Venezuela's most modern 
cannery combined with Japanese boats and 
fishermen should be able to supply local 
needs and perhaps enter export markets. 

The only Venezuelan enterprise freez­
ing fish (almost exclusively shrimp) met 
its first competition in late 1958 from anew 
firm which is freezing mackerel, grouper, 
red snapper, and some shrimp for do­
mestic markets. Significance of these op­
erations wlll dep nd upon the extent to 
which the Venezuelan consumer will learn 
to use larger amounts of frozen foods. 

BRITISH FREEZING-FISH-AT-SEA EXPERIMENTS 

Experiments have been carried out on the production of f r e e z in g 
fish at sea, in a typical British distant-water trawler. The steam 
trawler Northern Wave was specially converted and equipped for the ex­
periments. The problems of the distant-water fishing industry and pro­
posed solutions are discussed. Design and development of the special 
plant and equipment necessary presented many problems and how the y 
were overcome is fully described. The conclusion reached is tha t such 
a plan t can be worked by fishermen in all weathers and is a practical 
propositionfor distant-water trawlers. ("Quick Freezing at Sea," Mod. 
Refrign, Great Britain, November 1957, vol. 60, no. 716, pp. 469-4'74.T 




