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FISHERIES TRADE FAIR 

TO BE HELD IN COPENHAGEN 
SEPTEMBER 25-0CTOBER 4, 1'959: 

The 3rd International Fisheries Trade 
Fair, scheduled to take place in Copen­
hagen, Renmark, between September 25 
and October 4, 1959, will be on a larger 
scale than its two predecessors (in 1956 
and 1957), according to the sponsoring 
organization, Universal Fair and Exhibi­
tion Servic e. 

The fair is to take place in the Forum 
exhibition hall, where 90 percent of the 
available floor space has already been 
booked. Exhibitors from 16 countries 
will participate. 

On display will be all kinds of equip­
ment used in the fishing and fish proc­
essing industries. New inventions and 
techniques develop ed since the 1957 Fair 
will be prominently featured. Particular 
attention will be given to fishing vessels, 
and several boat yards will be represent­
ed, showing the most recent developments 
within this field, especially with regard 
to steel cutters. 

The sponsors expect that the number 
of visitors to this year's F air will exceed 
that of the 1957 Fair reported to have 
been about 60 000 ' , . 
FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 
ORGANIZA TION 

FISHERY COOPERATIVES 
MEETING HELD AT NAPLES, ITALY: 

The first Technical Meeting on Fish­
ery Cooperatives, convened jointly by 
the Food and Agriculture Organization 
(FAO), Rome, Italy, and the International 
Labor Organization (ILO), was officially 
opened at Naples on May 12 by the Italian 

Minister of the Merchant Marine. The 
Secretary-Gene,ral of the Italian Coopera­
tive Confederation (CCl) was e 1 e c ted 
chairman of the Meeting. 

In his opening speech, the Italian Min­
ister said that fishermen must organize 
themselves into coopera­
tives in order to increase 
their technical and fi­
nancial mea,ns, m us t a­
dopt new systems to har­
vest the biological re­
sources of the sea, and 
m us t rationalize the i r 
activities, reduce costs, and increase 
their competitive position in the fish mar­
ket. 

"This Conference should make clear 
the moral, technical, economic, and so­
cial advantages of fishery cooperatives, 11 

he said. 

The Director of F AO' s Fisheries Di­
vision said it was the first international 
meeting of the kind, and "though most of 
you have clearly similar interests in the 
development of fishermen's cooperatives, 
few amongst you have ever acted before. 

"In planning our work," he said, "we 
should bear in mind also that the result 
of our discussions will be of interest not 
only to ourselves, but particularly to 
many of our friends in less-developed 
countries who are confronted with the 
urgent problems of developing their fish-

• 11 erles. 

The chairman said that, particularly 
in the field of fisheries, the only possible 
solution to problems confronting produc­
ers and consumers is the establishment 
of cooperatives. 

"1 hope that governments will increase 
their support to the cooperatives without 
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endangering their autonomy and indepen­
dence," he concluded. 

The ILO representative said that ILO 
and FAO are concerned both with prob­
lems of fishermen and questions con­
cerning cooperatives. 

"The important thing, however, is 
that a start will have been made, and 
since the cooperative movement is not 
a static edifice but a living organism, 
the question which we shall be discus s­
ing will almost certainly prove to be of 
perennial interest." 

Seventy-five delegates from 18 coun­
tries and observers from several inter­
national organizations attended the nine­
day meeting. A number of study tours 
were on the agenda, as well as visits to 
Cooperative Societies concerned with 
marine fishing and shellfish cultivation, 
situated in the Gulf of Naples. Countries 
and organizations represented: Belgium, 
Canada, France, Western Germany, 
Greece, Italy, Japan, the Netherlands, 
Norway, Poland, Spain, Sweden, Switz­
erland, Turkey, the United Kingdom, the 
United States of America, Viet-Nam, 
Yugoslavia; ICA, International Federa­
tion of Agricultural Producers, the Indo­
Pacific Fisheries Council, the General 
Fisheries Council for the Mediterranean. 

INTERNATIONAL LABOR 
ORGANIZA TION 

COMMERCIAL FISHERMEN 
LABOR INSTRUMENTS 
ADOPTED BY CONFERENCE: 

The International Labor Organization 
at its 43rd conference in Geneva, on 
June 26 adopted three instruments per­
taining to commercial fishermen. By a 
majority vote the Conference adopted 
the following: (1) the minimum age for 
admission of fishermen to employment 
to be 15 years; (2) medical examinations 
for fishermen --annually for those under 
21 years of age and periodically for those 
o v e r 21 years; and (3) articles of agree­
ment are to be required between fisher­
men and vessel owners. 

The United States delegation included 
George C. Lodge, Assistant Secretary of 

Labor, Cola G. Parker, Chairman of the 
Finance Committee, ational Associa­
tion of Manufacturers as employer's del­
egate, and Rudolph Faupl, Internationai 
Representative, Int ernational Association 
of Machinists, as worker'S delegate. Ad­
visor on fisheries to Faupl was George 
Johansen, Secretary-Treasurer, Alaska 
Fishermen's Union, and fishery advisor 
to Parker was Charles E. Jackson, Gen­
eral Manager, J. ational Fisheries Insti­
tute. 
Note: Also see Commercial Fisheries ReVIew, November 

1958, p . 61. --

INTERNATIONAL 
OCEANCXiRAPHIC CO 'GRESS 

MEETS I' 'EW YORK 
AUGUST 30 TO SEPTEMBER 12 : 

The International Oceanographic Con­
gress meetmg was held from August 30 
to September 12, 1959, at the Tnited 'a­
tions Building in New York 

The purpose of the Congress was to 
provide a common meeting ground for all 
sciences concerned wi h he oceans and 
the organisms contained m them. It was 
devoted to the fundamentals of the manne 
sciences rather than to their applica ions. 

The Congress was centered around 
five sympOSia on the oceans - -the history, 
the boundaries, the deep sea, dymanics 
of organiC and inorganic substances, and 
the marine life regime. Each topic was 
considered for two consecutive days with 
three lectures each morning. The after­
noon sessions were organized around the 
topics of the morning lectures, either as 
roundta.bl e discussions, seminars, or a ,...., 
series of papers. 

INTERNATIO AL PACIFIC 
HALIBUT COMMISSION 

FIRST SEASON IN AREAS 2 AND 1 B CLOSED: 
The Internatlonal PacifiC Halibut Commission 

announced the closure of the first season in Areas 
2 and 1B to halibut fishing effective at 6 a.m. (P.S. T.l 
July 8, 1959, until the beginning of the second fi~h­
ing season in these areas. The Commission esti­
mated that the 26 . 5-million-pound limit set for 
Area 2 would have been caught by that date. Area lB, 
which has no catch limit, was also closed when the 
quota for Area 2 was attained. The Commission an­
nounced the closure on June 29, 1959. 

The official opening date for all halibut fishing 
in the North Pacific regulatory area this year was 
May 1 at 6:00 a.m. (P.S. T.), except that fishing in 
Area 3B commenced on April 1, 1959. 
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Areas 2 and 1 B this year were open to halibut 
fishing for 68 days -as compared with 59 days in 
1958 and 4 7 days in 1957. These same areas were 
fished for 38 days in 1956 (fishing started May 20), 
24 days in 1955, 21 days in 1954, and 24 days in 
1953. 

The longer period required to catch the Area 2 
catch limit this season is attributed to (1) lighter 
catches and fewer vessels fishing Area 2, and 
(2) the continuation of the 8-day lay-over between 
trips initiated in 1956. 

The second fishing season in Areas 2 and IB 
is scheduled to commence at 6:00 a.m. (P.S. T.) 

A trip of druaed halibut on Ice prior to freezing at Ketchilc&n, Al.uka. 

August 22, for a period of 7 days without a catch 
limit, except that in Area 2 the Cape Scott and Goose 
Is lands grounds in Queen Charlotte Sound and the 
inside waters of southeastern Alaska shall be closed 
to halibut fishing during the second season. There­
after, Areas 2 and IB are closed to halibut fishing 
until the commencement of the halibut fishing sea­
son in 1960. 

****,~ 

FISHING IN AREA 3A ENDED AUGUST 1, 1959: 
The end of fishing in Pacific halibut Area 3A took 

place at 6 a.m. (P. S. T.) on August I, 1959. The 
International P a cific Halibut Commission made the 
announce ment on July 13, 1959, since it estimated that 
by August 1 the catch limit of 30 million pounds for 
Area 3A would have been reached. The area 3A clo­
sur~ this year i s 30 days sooner than in 1958 when 
fishing ended on August 31. In 1957 fishing in Area 3A 
stopped on Septe mber 22. 

I The Commiss ion at the same time it announced the 
~ osure of Area 3A a lso announced that halibut fishing 
; Areas lA and 3B will end at 6:00 a.m . (P. S. T.) on 

ctoher 16. Becaus e the Area 3A fishing seaSon ended 
so early thi s year , it is believed that more than the 
~8Ual number of ha libut vessels will fish the Bering 
ea or Area 3B thi s fall. 

p After the end of fi s hing in Areas 1A and 3B, those 
aciflc halibut areas will be closed to fishing until the 

reopening in 1960 . 

o Area 1A includes t he waters south of Heceta Head, 
t::~on; Area 3A, the wa t ers off the coast of Alaska b~­
th n Cape Spencer and the Shumagin Islands; Area 3B, 

e waters west of Shumagin Islands and in the Bering 

Sea; Area 2, the waters between Willapa Bay and Cape 
Spencer, Alaska; Area 1B, the waters between Willapa 
Bay and Heceta Head. 

This year Area 3A was open to fishing for 92 days--
27 days less than the 119 days in 1958. In 1957 the area 
was open t.o fishing for 144 days (the longest season for 
the area slOce 1945 when the area was open to fishing 
for 147 days). Between 1945 and 1955 the trend had been 
towards a shorter season, but then the trend reversed 
itself and .th~ough 1957 the seasons were longer. How­
ever, beglOmng 10 1958 the trend was reversed again 
and the seasons have become shorter. Area 3A was 
open for halibut fishing for 104 days in 1956, 81 days in 
1955, 58 days in 1954, 52 days (shorter on record) in 
195"3, 60 days in 1952, 56 days in 1951, 66 days in 1950, 
73 days in 1949, and 72 days in 1948. 

Under authority of the Convention between Canada 
and the United States of America for the Preservation 
of the Halibut Fishery of the Northern Pacific Ocean 
and Bering Sea, this year's regulations became effective 
March 31, 1959. 

TRADE AGREEMENTS 

SWED ISH - NORWEGIAN 
TRADE AGREEMENT FOR 1959 
INCLUDES FISHERY PRODUCTS: 

The Swedish-Norwegian annual trade 
protocol for the calendar year 1959 was 
signed in Stockholm on March 21. Un­
der the Protocol, right has been reserved 
to convene discussions in the event the 
internal measures taken by the two con­
tracting parties tend noticeably to ob­
struct mutual trade in fish and fish prod­
ucts. 

In an exchange of letters, the Norwe­
gians s u g g est e d the abolition of Swed­
ish import res t ric t ion s on salted 
fat her r in g; found in S wed en I s meth-
0d of de t e r min i n g its fish d em and 
to be un f a v 0 r a b 1 e; pointed out the ob­
structive e ff e c t of a 45-ore (US$0.09) 
S wed ish import fee, per kilogram (2.2 
Ibs.), on No rwegian exports of fresh 
and fro zen filleted fish; and recom­
mended rem 0 val of these restrictions. 
The Nor w e g ian s further poi n ted 
out that the new S wed ish Customs Tar­
iff, effective January 1,1959, entailed 
con sid era b 1 e increases in import 
duties on c e r t a i n items. The Swedes, 
on the i r part, called at ten t ion to a 
mar ked decline in their mac k ere 1 
exports to Norway after the imp 0 r t s 
of this fish had been made sub j e c t to 
import license requirements begin­
ning June 10,1958. Delegates agreed 
to refer the res p e c t i v e points to their 
Governments. 

• 



• 
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The list of Swedish exports to or­
way attached to the Proto 01 did not in­
elude any fishery products. mong th ' 
items listed by value and quan ity foJ' 
export to Sweden from. orw y \ re lob­
sters. Fresh fish and herring, froz n 
and filleted fish, marin oils and fatty 
acids, and fish meal, and mise llan ou 
items are subject to supply and d mand. 
A special item in th orw gian 11 t 1 

salted, sugared -and salt d, and SplC d 
herring for which \\ edi h import 11-
censes will be grant d withll1 th s('op 
of an over-all nomina! annual quo of 
14,500 metric tons whi h may b drawn 
from Torway, Denmark, Fa ro 1 land , 
Iceland, the ... eth rlands, and th nit d 
Kingdom. 

WHALI G 

at talks held in Tokyo early in June. The 
countries involved are Japan, Nether­
lands, Norway, Russia, and the United 
Kingdom. 

The Managing Director of the Nether­
lands Whaling Company, after returning 
from the Tokyo Whaling Conference, 
mentioned that the Dutch are now pre­
pared to keep the Bloemendael, a tanker, 
out of Dutch whaling operations. But they 
would insist on a minimum quota of 1,200 
blue-whale units or 8 percent of the total 
catch quota . (In the past the Dutch have 

* * * * * 
L 

I. TI',R T L 
I lIS 10 

The Ele nth ;\Ieeting of 
tional \\,haling ommlssion 'as held in 
London, Jun 22 - 31, 1959. The Cont rac t ­
ing Governments represented at h e meet­
ing were Australia, Canada, Denma rk, 
France, Iceland, Japan, lexico, the ,T eth­
erlands, ew Zealand, Torway, South 
Africa, Sweden, U. S. S. R. , the n it ed King­
dom, and the United States. In addition, 
there were observers from the Food and 
Agriculture Organization of t h e nited 
Nations, the International Council for the 
Exploration of the Sea, Argentina, and 
Portugal. 

In welcoming t h e Commission, the 
British Minister of Agriculture , Fisher­
ies, and Food s tre ss ed th e importance 
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of the whaling industry, and particularly 
of Antarctic whaling, to the world econ-
0my. Great efforts in aid of conservation 
had been made since the Commission be­
gan its work, · and although there were 
many difficulties to be met none denied 
that control was essential. 

Throughout its proceedings the Com­
mission was aware that the five Anarc ­
tic pelagic whaling countries (Japan, th e 
Netherlands, Norway, U.S.S.R., a nd the 
United Kingdom) had been cont inuing 
separate talks with a view to lim iting th e 
numbers of their fleets and allo cating 
the total permitted Antarctic c atch be ­
tween them. The Commission h a s t h e 
power to protect particul a r sp ecie s , to 
declare open and closed s e asons and a ­
reas, prescribe minimum size -limits 
for each species caught, to d etermine 
the time, methods, and int ensity of wh a l ­
ing (including the maximum catch of 
whales to be taken in any one season), 
but is not able to allocate cat ch quotas 
to the different countries or r e s trict the 
number of pelagic expeditions. 

In recent years the view h as been 
widely held that the total number of whal e 
factoryships and catchers h ad become too 
large and expensive to make e conomic 
catches within the ceiling autho rized by 
the Commission as the limit which th e 
Antarctic stocks of whales c ould s upport. 
Without some agreement which w ould en­
able the Antarctic whaling countries to 
conduct their operations in a more ra­
tional and economic manner it was con­
sidered impossible for the fl eets of some 
Countries to operate profitably. 

Three of the Antarctic p e lagic whaling 
countries (Japan, the Netherla nds, and 
Norway) had given notice of withdrawal 
from the Convention to take effect from 
June 30, 1959. The Commission was in­
formed that the Antarctic pelagic whaling 
Countries had been una bl e to reach a gen­
eral1!-acceptable agreement on the al­
lOcatlOn of the authoriz ed catch. The 
Commission express ed concern at the 
effect upon the whal e stoc ks if the Con ­
vention was not adhered to and urged that 
all countries should rema in party to the 
Convention while making fu rther efforts 
to reach agreement. However, the Neth-

erla nds and Norway informed the Com­
mission on June 30 that their notices would 
bec ome effective . Nevertheless both 
those countrie s undertook to con'tinue to 
a bid e by a ll th e Commission's regulations 
exceptin g the catch limit and, in the case 
of the Neth e rl and s, the length of the whal­
ing s eason. The Japanese Government 
d e cided to res c ind its notice of withdrawal. 

The main aims of the Convention are 
given effect in a document attached to it 
known as the Sch edule and during their 
proceedings th e Commission took several 
d ecisions affecting the Schedule. 

The fi r st of these concerned the maxi­
m um permissible catch of whales for the 
Antarctic season 1959/60 and here it was 
agr eed that there should be no change and 
th at the figure should remain at 15,000 
blue-wh ale units. (A blue-whale unit is 
1 blue whale, or 2 fin whales, or 2t hump­
back whales, or 6 sei whales.) 

An area of the s8uthern hemisphere 
sou th of 6atitude 40 §. and between meri­
dians 70 W. and 160 W., formerly a 
sanctuary for baleen whales but which had 
been open for whaling for the last four 
years, was declared open for an 0 the r 
three years. 

The Antarctic season for catching fin 
and sei whales was formerly from Janu­
ary 7 to April 7, but the Commission con­
side red it desirable to advance the com­
mencement of season 1959/60 to Decem­
ber 28, 1959. 

The season for the taking of humpback 
whales in the Antarctic was changed from 
February 1-4 to four days commencing 
January 20. 

The blue-whale stocks in the North At­
lantic are considered to be too low for 
exploitation at present and this species 
has been scheduled for complete protec­
tion since 1954. Consideration of the con­
dition of the blue-whale stock resulted in 
a recommendation that this protection 
should be continued for five years ending 
on February 26, 1965. 

At the present time enforcement of 
the terms of the Convention on factory­
ships in the Antarctic is based on the 
presence of inspectors of the country 
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whose flag the ship flies. Proposals 
were before the Commission that these 
ships should each carry an observer of 
some other nationality than that of the 
flag country. The proposal was agreed 
in principle and it was decided that the 
detailed working out of a plan would be 
left to Japan, U.S.S.R., and the United 
Kingdom, who would consult with the 
Netherlands and Norway and endeavour 
to bring a scheme before the Commis­
sion as soon as possible. 

The Commission considered the ques­
tion of the humane slaughter of whales. 
It was agreed that a small subcommittee 
should be appointed to examine the ad­
vantages and disadvantages of the vari-
0us methods of killing whales with a view 
to recommending a program of research 
and development for the improvement of 
existing methods and the possible de­
velopment of new ones. 

The Commission took note that 20 fac­
toryships operating in the Antarctic took 
a total of nearly 31,000 baleen whales 

(equivalent to 15,300 blue-whale units) 
during a season lasting from January 7 
to March 16, 1959, and 2,052,000 barrels 
of whale and sperm oil were produced. 
The catch of blue whales--the largest 
species --fell from about 1,700 in the 
1957/58 season to about 1,200 in the 
1958/59 season. Thenumberoffinwhales 
taken was 25,700, compared with 25,100 
in the previous year. Some 2,400 hump­
back whales, about 2,000 more than last 
year, were taken during the 4 -day sea­
son for this species. The catch of sperm 
whales was 5,400, against 6,300 in the 
previous year. Antarctic land stations 
took 816 blue -whale units yielding 103,000 
barrels of oil. 

Fifty-two land stations and three float­
ing factories operated outside the Antarc­
tic during 1958. Some 24,000 whales were 
taken compared with 6,000 in 1946, the in­
crease being mainly due to the larger 
catch of sperm whales. The production 
of whale oil amounted to some 315,000 
barrels (at 6 barrels to the ton), about 
the same as in 1957, but production of 
sperm oil increased by about 30,000 bar­
rels to some 402,000 barrels . 

• Australia 

FROZEN SHRIMP EXPORTS, 
1956/57-1957/58: 

During the fiscal year 1957/58, frozen 
shrimp exports (raw heads on and heads 
off and cooked heads off) from Australia 
totaled 299,522 pounds, a decrease of 
17,865 pounds, or 6 percent, as compared 
with fiscal year 1956/57. Frozen raw 
headless shrimp made up most of the 
exports. 

The United States received 170,193 
pounds, or 57 percent of the 1957/58 
total ex po r t s, and H 0 n 0 1 u 1 u was sec-
0nd with 96,350 pounds, or 32 percent. 
N ear 1 y all of the s h rim p exported to 
the Un:ited States was fro zen raw head­
less. 

Frozen Shrimp Exports from Australia 1956 57-1957758 
Raw Shrimp Cooked Shrimp r 

Heads On Heads Off Heads Off I Total 
1957/58 I 1956 / 57 I 1957 58 I 1956/57 1957/58 I 1956 / 57 I 1957758 1 195Q157 

.(Pounds). . .. 
ifu: State.2! Landing: 

New South Whales . 
Queensland. 
Tasmal1la •. 

Total 

100 
2,250 

2 350 

2,747 
1,446 

4 193 

5,100 21,545 
266,300 198,280 

271 400 219 825 
~. Country 2i Destination: 

United States. . . . . . . - - 170,050 128,885 
Honolulu (Hawaii) . 2,050 - 94,300 83,265 
OtllLr Countries 300 4.193 7 050 7 675 

10,229 
15,543 

-
25 772 

143 
-

25 629 

27,154 15,429 51,446 
66,215 284,093 265,941 

-. 
93 369 299 522 317 387 

- 170,193 128,885 
20,190 96,350 103,455 
73 179 32 979 85 047_ 

25 772 93 369 299 522 317 1!!?_ Total . • . . . . . . .. 2 350 4 193 271 40(} 219 825 
Source: Department of Primary Industry Fisheries D"i~Vl;:-·Sl~·o~n:.1.2:~.1..!::.':':::"'~~_£:!..JL.!..!..~L--.::!2J2.!:~Lf.':s"";~c.U~'=-
Note: Fiscal year-- Jul ' 1-June 30. ' • -
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CANNED SARDINE MARKET: 
~mmary: It Is estimated by the major wholesalers and 

retailers In Leopoldville. that about 95 percent of the Sar­
dlnel and pilchards (California-type sardines) imported into 
the Belgian Congo and Ruanda-Urundi are sold to Africans. 
The maln sales consideration for this market is simply price. 
MOlst of the pilchards are sold in the tall one-pound can. natu­
ral pack. at 11-13 francs (22 to 26 U. S. cents) retail. Nearly 
all sardines are sold in the 1/ 4-club (4.5 ounce can). packed 
In peanut oll. for 5-6 francs (10 to 12 U.S. cents). 

The pilchards are imported mainly from South Africa. and 
the sardines imported from Portugal. A case of South Afri­
can pilchards. delivered at the Belgian Congo port of M~tadl. 
lells wholesale at US$1 or more below comparable packs of 
California pilchards. A case of Portuguese sardines sells 
c.i.f. Matadl at the same price. or less than similar United 
States packs to.b. Los Angeles. Unless the prices for 
canned California pilchard are lowered to competitive levels. 
there will be but a very lim.i.ted market for them in the Bel­
gian Congo. 

Imports: Total sardine imports in 1958 were about 2.2 
mJlllon pounds valued at 21.555.526 francs (US$431.111). 
By far the largest sardine imports (about 1.6 million 
pounda) were Portuguese. These amounted to 15.411.401 
francs ($308.228) in value. and constituted about 71 percent 
of the total. Imports of sardines from the United States In 
1958 amounted to only 41.000 pounds. valued at US$7.000. 

There were 1.4 million pounds of pilchards imported in 
1958 with a value of 7.785.878 francs (about $155.717). 
South African pilchards made up 86 percent of the total pil­
chard Imports. while those from the United States were but 
.01 percent. 

Stocks: Sardines and pilchards are well-established 
market items in the Belgian Congo. with a very slow growth 
In sales. Wholesalers have a clear idea of their market 
needs. and hold their inventories down to the minimum. 
They buy 1- 3 months' stock at a time. tailoring the amounts 
according to discounts and to quantities offering the lowest 
transportation costs. There is little stockpiling as local 
storage I. expensive. the demand is steady. and there is a 
buyer's market. 

The size of Inventories seldom affects local prices . Oc­
caslonally. one or more of the largest dealers may be caught 
Ihort by a delayed delivery. Sardine and pilchard prices 
have then run up a little about one cent on the cheapest sar­
dines and 2-5 cents on n'atural pack pilchards. It is. however. 
a rare occurrence. Inventories of United States and Japanese 
sardines are small. and at times those products may be com­
pletely off the local market. 

Consumer Preference: The African consumer is very a­
ware of brands. faithful to a product which has initially satis­
hed him, and extremely cost conscious. He will seldom buy 
pilchards costing more than 11 to 13 francs (about 22 to 26 
U.S. cents) a pound can. or sardines in the 4.5 ounce 1/4-club 
can for more than six francs (12 U.S. cents). The preferred 
Pilchard pack is the tall one-pound natural pack. Tomato­
:auce packs in one-pound cans are also sold to the Africans, 

ut Constitute only a third of the volume of the natural pack. 
Vtry few oval cans are sold in the African market because 
they coat more without any offsetting gain in contents. 

1/ :he most popular sardine pack among the natives is the 
at 4 club can packed in peanut oil. It sells completely 
1I:lpped, without wrapping. coloring. or imprinted adver-

Ing. The only mark on the can is a country-of-origin seal .tamp d . 
\ill e ID~O the metal. Dealers generally agree that the 

age African prefers peanut oil to olive oil as a pack, and 
I:~~' thIck 011 with a good strong smell. The city native likes 

oil, but will seldom pay the higher price for it. 

bt On. of the wholesaler-retailers stated that there wa~ s ome 
e t African r.sistance to United States sardines. 

h- Th. protoronees of the European population .are very large- I 
ir a Inatt.r of nationality and of buying patterns establh.hed 

r to reSidence in the Congo Each natlonallty tends to buv 
e prodUcts of its country. Po~tuguese sardines. howe, r, . 

cents) more expensive. 

The wholesale pr ic e of a caS of P orlU 
1/4-club. peanut a l l-pack i s 300 t o 330 era. 
$6.60) a case (96 cans) c.l. e. tad l. 

ing power. 
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Brazil 

JAP ANESE- BRAZILIAN 
WHALING ENTERPRISE 
ACQUIRES TWO CATCHER BOAT S: 

A Japanese company in mid-May pu r ­
chased from another Japanese firm two 
whale catchers, the No.8 Toshi Maru 
and No. 11 Toshi Maru, each of 54010ns 
grosS, with 1,800-horsepower recipro­
cating engines, at a price of 112 million 
yen (US$31l,000). The company completed 
preparations for whaling off the Brazil­
ian coast by the joint Brazilian -Japanese 
company set up for that purpose in Brazil. 
About 45 men who are to work for this 
joint whaling enterprise were to sail for 
Brazil on the two catcher boats around 
July 10, 1959. (Nikkan Suisan Tsushin, 
June 1, 1959.) 

Canada 

MARINE OIL PRODUCTION, FOREIGN 
TRADE AND CONSUMPTION, 1958: 

Production: Marine-animal oil pro­
duction in Canada fluctuates sharply from 
year to year in accordance with the success 
or failure of the British Columbia herring 
fishery and to a lesser extent the seal fish­
eryon the East Coast. In 1958, Canada 
produced 5.7 million Imperial gallons of 
marine oils as compared with 3.8 million 
gallons in 1957 and about 6.2 million gal­
lons in 1956. The increase of about 48 per­
cent in 1958 over 1957 was due to more land­
ings of herring in 1958 in British Columbia 

Table 1 - Canada's Production of Marine-Animal 
Oils 1956-1958 

IAtl anti c: 
Cod oil • ... . .. 
Herring oil . . . • . 
Other (seal etc.) . 

Total .. 

1958 1 19571/ I 1956 
. . . (hnperial GallonsY). • . 

630,540 823,323 965,198 
~ 107,900 148,271 

1.1938 562 712 843 405 436 
1 569 102 1 644 066 1 518 905 

~Columbia: 
Herring oil • . . 4 127 761 2 180 510 4 725 903 

Canada Total. .. 5 696 102 3 824 576 6 244 80 8 
V Revised. 
~f One hnperial gallon = 1.2009 United States gallons . 
2J Not available as a separate item. 
if Includes herring oil. 

~~~rts: Canada was a net exporte r 
of marine animal oils in 1956 and 1957 
and estimates for 1958 i ndicate t hat im-

ports and exports are about in balance. 
In 1958, United St ates imports of herring 
and wh a l e oils dropped sharply from the 
prec eding t wo years, but in all three years · 
t h e Unit ed States w a s Canada's best cus-
tomer for cod - live r o i l. 

Table 2 - Canada's Exports of Marine Oils by Type and 
Country of Destination 1956-1958 

1958 I 1957 1956 
. TImperial Gallons) .. 

Cod-liver £!!, crude: 
United States . . . . . 4 056 5 2 120 67 243 

Cod-liver ~ ~-rotted: 
United States .. 427,287 519 , 465 587 , 777 
United Kingdom 96,974 29 , 425 -
Others · . - 540 -

Total .. 524 261 549 430 587 777 
Herring oil: 

Germany 162,837 - 1,133 , 558 
Netherlands . 277,733 - 99 , 555 
Venezuela . •. - - 2,222 
United States . - 20,100 1~ , 231 
United Kinqdom 298 666 -

Total •.• 739 236 20 100 1 374 569 
Whale oil: 

Netherlands. . - - 9 1, 067 
France · ... - 720 307 
United States .• 87 , 290 193 , 312 257,776 
United Kingdom 262,888 - -
Sweden • . .•• - 19 070 -

Total . .... 350 178 213 102 349 150 
~ oils, unclassified: 

Sweden ••..... - - 89 3 · 
Alaska · ...... 400 63 573 
United States. • • . 4,676 33, 347 11,435 
Others · ...... 2 7 478 

Total •..•.•. 5 ,078 33 4 17 13 376 
Total marine - oil experts I 1 622 809 868 169 2 392 115 
Total marine-oil exports 

to United States ••• 523209 818 344 1 OB 465 

Imports: In 1958 marine -animal oil 
imports were about 1. 7 mill ion gallons--
up sharply from expor t s of 448,000 gal- . 
Ions in 195 7 and 4 91 , 4 33 gallons in 1956. 
The United States s har e of Canada's ma-
rine -oil imports varied f rom about 65 
percent in 1956 and 1957 to 85 percent 
for the fir s t eleven months of 1958. The 
sharp increas e in Canada's imports of 
fish oils in 1958 was probably due to a 
s h ortage of h erring oil in Canada until 
t h e late fall of this year. 

Consumption of Marine Oils: In Can-
ada marine oils are used mainly for the 
manufactu re of oleomargarine and short-
ening, with smaller quantities used in' the 
manufa cture of soap. In 1958, about 19.8 
million po unds of marine oils were used 
in the man ufac ture of oleomargarine and 
16.7 million pounds were used in short-
ening. 

. ---' 
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Canada (Contd,): 

Table 3 - Canada's Imports of Marine Animal Oils by Type and Country of 
Destination, 1956-1957 and January-November 1957-1958 

January November 
1957 1956 195~ I 1857 

, , (Imperial Gallons) 
Cod -liver oil: . 
~-----

187,247 65,429 96,454 United Kingdom, 72,795 
France . , - - - 22 
Norway , , 3,400 24,340 25,040 60,904 
United States 11 537 537 396 
Others, . , , 1 087 - - -

Total cod -liver oil, 191,745 90,306 122,031 134,117 
Fish oil, unclassified: 
~-

I 
24,540 19,922 21,311 28,267 Japan .. , , . , .. . 

United States . , 1,367,820 280,046 280,563 300,160 
Others, . , , .. 8 895 - - -

Total unclassified fish oil 1,401,255 299,968 301,874 328,427 
Whale & Sperm oil:: 

United Kingdo~ 7,169 8,203 8,203 11,219 
UNited States .. 9,859 14,841 15,176 17,670 
Norway. 3,857 1,11 8 1,118 -· ... 

Total whale & sperm oil . 20,885 24,162 2~..i97 2~,8J~B 
Total all marine oils . , 1,613,885 414,436 414,436 491,433 

, Total marine-oil imports 
from United States , . 1,377,690 295,424 295,424 318,226 

Table 4 - Canada's Consumption of Marine Oils in Margarine and Shortening, 1954 -1958 

195 8 1957 1956 1955 1954 
... .. . , . . . . (1,000 Lbs.) , , . , . .... 

Margarine: 
Production · ... 145,607 130,645 124,707 125,094 115,868 
Marine oils used 19,806 17,070 16,835 23,497 15,783 
Percent, . 13.6 13.0 13.5 18.8 13.6 · ... 

Shortening: 
153,745 156,714 Production 163,288 152,047 157,244 , , . 

15,974 21,003 Marine oils used 16,741 26,377 21,298 
10.2 Percent .. , , .. 10.2 17,3 13.6 13.6 

Chile 

LEGISLATION DRAFTED TO PROMOTE FISHING INDUSTRY: 
The Chilean Government's Development Corporation, as­

Sisted by the National Fishing Society (Sociedad Nacional de 
Pesca) and the Fishing Association of Chile (Asociacion Pes­
quera de Chile) have drafted a bill to be presented to Congress 
dU~ing the May'21 to September 18, 1959, session. This bill 
1s mtended to promote industrial fishing activities in general. 
Tax rebates and exemptions for fishing firms are among its 
provisions and it is hoped this will facilitate credits from 
prwate Sources for the renewal of fishing fleets and existing 
equ1pment. 

. The Chilean fishing industry experienced a considerabl.e 
~rowth between 1953 and 1956 while it enjoyed the protection 
of D~cree 208 under which it was granted special privileges 
w1thm the then existing system of controlled imports and 
f1xed rates of eXChange. Between 1945 and 1953, Chile's 
yearly prodUction of fish did not exceed 50,000 metric tons. 

In 1956 a law waS passed abolishing all privileges and the 
fishing industry suffered a setback which resulted in unem­
ployment, lower production, and closing down of industries. 
The landings of fish, shellfish, and other marine products 
which amounted to 87,000 metric tons in 1953 reached a peak 
of 169,000 tons in 1955 and in 1958 totaled 161,000 tons. 

From 1953 to 1958, the Chilean fishing industry grew 
without plan and while many new companies usmg im;>orted 
new machinery and equipment for processing were started, 
little attention waS paid to the lack of a well eqUIpped and 
efficient fishing fleet, During those years, many foreign 
fishing vessels, and their crews, w~re hired but the actual 
number of Chilean boats remained madequate, nor was there 
any plan followed to coordinate the industry's operatlDns or 
promote the building of fishing vessels withln the country. 

In comparison, Peru, which started its flshing industry 
at a much later date, but waS assisted by foreign capital 
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methods. The same firm will establish 
boa building and maintenance facilities. 
It has been estimated that 100 boats are 
needed now to meet existing shortages in 
Chile and 100 additional boats will be 
needed to replace obsolete Chilean equip­
ment. 

The nited tates east coast byprod­
ucts firm is interested in investing in 
fish reduction plants if results from the 
demonstration fishing fleet are favorable 
and if new regulations affecting the fish­
ing industry are adopted by the Govern­
ment. 

1 Tumerous studies have been made on 
Chile I s fisheries. Most of the reports 
indicate good fishery resources. But the 
Chilean fishing industry to date has not 
been able to fully realize the potential of 
its fisheries. Fishing vessels are old, 
poorly equipped, and in bad condition. 
Fishing methods are outdated. Existing 
fish reduction plants are relatively mod­
ern, but are operating far below capacity 
due to lack of raw materiaL 

1 Tew fishing regulations have been pro­
posed and are under consideration by the 
Executive Branch of the Chilean Govern­
ment in order to attract greater private 
inves ment in the fishing industry through 
tax exemptions and other measures. 

Cuba 

LOSED EAS • 0 
PI. ~y LOBSTER ENDS: 

The uban Tational Fisheri s Institute 
termmated the closed season on spiny 
lobst I' effective June 20, 1959. The Res­
olution t rminating the above closed sea­

on was published in the Official Gazette, 
o. 108 of June 16, 1959. Th original 

clo d s ason on lobst r capture was im-
on lar hI5, 1959,th nit dStates 

y in Havana r port d on Jun 24, 

• * • * * 
p , 
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Cuba (Contd.) : 

of tortoises and shrimp, effective June 15, 
1959. The closed seasons for these spe­
cies were to remain in effect until Au­
gust 30, 1959. 

The Institute also imposed a closed 
season on the capture of oysters off all 
coasts, with the exception of the prov­
inces of Camaguey and Oriente. The 
closed season was effective as of June 10, 
1959. Oysters from the provinces of 
Camaguey and Oriente when shipped to 
the market must be accompanied by a 
permit which will be issued by the Port 
Delegates of the Institute. This closed 
season will remain in effect until can­
celled by a subsequent resolution. 

The pertinent resolutions establishing 
the above clos ed seasons were published 
in the Official Gazette No. 101 of June 5, 
1959. 

Ecuador 

CANNED SARDINE AND SALMON IMPORTS: 
Imports of canned sardines and salmon into E cuador 

during 1958 t otaled 1.6 million pounds, valued at $246, 944, 
according to a United States Embassy dispatch from Quito 
dated May 29, 1959. 

Ninety-four percent (1.5 million pounds) of the total 
quantity and 91 percent ($223,659) of the total value was 
received from the United States, and believed to consist 
almost entirely of sardines . 

Ecuadoran Imports of Canned Sardines and Salmon, 
1958Y 

Country Quantity Value 

1,000 US$ 
Lbs. h OOO 

United States . .. .... ... 1,503 224 
~ortugal ..... . . . ..... 70 18 

anama .......... ... 11 1 
Union of South Africa ... . 6 1 
CanadaY .. . 4 1 
West Ger~~n; '. '. '. '. '. ' . ... 2 1 
Other Countries .•... ... 4 1 

Total 1 600 247 
~Y uMmu J U very little c anned salmon it consumed ill Ecuador. 

anned .almon. 
Note: The dollaz value iI hued on lhe official exchange rate of 15 .1S rucre. = 

US$I. , 

~rrent Consumption Trends : An excess of Call~ 
forma sardines exists in Ecuador. Although there lS a 
marked preference on the part of the Ecuadoran consumer 
for California sardines it is possible to note in 1958 a rela­
ttve growth in the cons~mption of other sardines, principally 
Portuguese. 

. Principal reasons that total imoorts of canned sardines 
in g~neral and California sardines in particular are di­
min1shing are the following : 

(a) Depressive Elements in the Economy: During 1958 
these elements have caused a possible low intake per capita 
and. consequently. in the demand for both national and im­
ported consumer goods. 

(b) 'Greater Competition: Three national sardine canners 
are. now comp~ting in the market. Although the quality of 
thelr product lS not the best. the difference of about 20 per­
cent in the sale price compared with similar imports (Cali ­
fornia sardines) is attractive to consumers. Canned tuna al­
so has displaced usual consumers of imported sardines. Sub­
stitution of national products such as sardine and tuna for the 
imported canned sardines has resulted in the improvement of 
these products by local consumers . 

(c) Import Restrictions: Maintenance of tariffs. advance de­
posits in the Central Bank as required prior to the granting of 
an import license. and the acquisition of exchange in the free 
marke~ at an average eXChange rate higher than that of 1958 are 
discouraging several sardine im?orters from continuing in the 
business. 

(d) Strong Devaluation of the Colombian Peso: This has 
brought to a halt re-exportation of imported canned sardines 
that at other times took place in considerable quantities 
through commercial contraband with Colombia. 

(e) Decrease in Price of Similar European Products: During 
the first quarter of this year several Portuguese sardine can­
ning firms announced reductions of about 5 percent of the origi­
nal e.o.b. price. possibly caused by the strong international 
competition in the marketing of these products. 

Outlook: Although the general economic condition is 
Slowly improving and better income levels are hoped for this 
year. the prospects for the import of California sardines are 
not good. 

The surplus of stocks more than the strong competition of 
Portuguese and other European sardines and tuna has con­
tributed to lowered prices of California sardines and a con­
traction of earnings on such sales. Consequently. the future 
for imports of these sardines is unfavorable. 

The domestic sardine canning companies are making con­
siderable efforts to improve the quality of their product with 
hopes of increasing sales and production. Consequently they 
are attracting an even greater num~er of the consumers of 
California sardines because of the similarity of this product. 
and it is probable that this will also affect the consumption 
of the European product to some extent. An Ecuadoran tuna 
canning company. a subsidiary of a large Unite~ States west 
coast cannery. soon hopes to use moder~ machmery f~r tU.na 
canning. resulting in the reduction of prlces and the wldening 
of their market. The r eported plans of the company to e~­
bark soon on the production of canned sardines as a SUbSld­
iary of the California company may result in obtaining a fa­
vorable export margin. 

The expected expansion of this industry in .Ecuador .indi­
cates that restrictions on imports probably wlll be ma1O­
tained as a meanR of protection and eventually. imports may 
be prohibited if the country becomes sel!- sufflcient. 

The stores of the Ecuadoran Social Services. Police. 
and Armed Forces enjoy liberation privileges for imports 
and are importing sardines. although not in large amounts. 
However. a project exists f.or the conversion of the stores 
to the exclusive sale of nahonal products. 

It is estimated that only a reduction in the export prices 
of California sardines which takes advantage of the highly 
flexible price that governs thi.s product on the Ecua.do~an 
market and nullifies the relahve advantage of t~e sllru:l~r 
national product or the granting of special cr~dit c~nditl~ns 
in favor of importers would be able to result 10 mamtaining 
unchanged or improved levels of lmport of this product. 
(United States Embassy Quito. report of May 29.) 
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Ethiopia 

DEVELOPMEN T OF COMMERCIAL 
F ISHING INDUSTRY PLANNED: 

It was r eported on June 9, 1959, in an 
Ethiop ian daily newspaper by the Minis­
try of Press and Information, that a 
"fisheries training vessel" is being con­
structed a t Massawa by the Ethiopian 
Government at a cost of Eth. $45,000 
(US$1 8, OOO ), a nd that it is being supplied 
with Eth . $15,000 (US$6,OOO) worth of e­
qu ipment . The ve ssel and equipment are 
being financ ed by the United States Over­
s eas Mission FY 1957 Defense Support 
F unds. 

The newly established Ethiopian Sec­
tion of Fisheries has employed a Danish 
fis hing expert to undertake the training 
of five students, who have already been 
recruited to enroll in the course. The 
project , which is one of the first in the 
Nava l D epar tment's developm ent pro­
gram will , wh en established i n the near 
future, qualify fishing officers who will 
serve a s ext ension agents of the Fishing 
Section. They will be charged with the 
responsibility of advis ing l oc al fisher­
men t o whom the y will a lso s e r v e as gov­
ernment links. 

The Fisheries Section plans to em­
bark on a great and varied campaign to 
improve fishing in Eth iopia. The c oun­
try has 5,000 miles of sea c oast for fish ­
ing grounds extending fo r 12 miles out to 
sea in its territorial wa te rs. While the 
c oast stretching 150 miles from the bor­
de r of the Sudan to Mas s a wa is generally 
re gular, the remaining a r e a from Mas sa­
wa to the French Somaliland bord e r is 
m ostly indented and is thus well suited 
for fishery development . Several of the 
inhabited islands off th e east coast of 
Massawa and especially the Dahlak archi­
pelago are rich fishin g grounds. When 
the additional funds allocat ed by the Im­
perial Ethiopian Governm ent Economic 
and Technical Assistance Board have 
been utilized, there is n o reason why, 
with proper and p l anned d ev e lopment, 
Ethiopian fishin g grounds cannot provide 
enough to meet the fishing needs of the 
country and a possible surplus for mar­
keting abroad. 

The development plans of the Fishery 
Section als o include the establishment of 

fishery centers along the coast. Upon the 
completion of their training, each of the 
five fishery officers will be assigned to 
head a fishery center and will be dele­
gated to assist the fishing population in 
his area. Local fishermen, who show 
sufficient interest in bettering !hemselves, 
can be permitted to use the training ves­
sel temporarily. The government will 
also be prepared to assist financially fish­
ermen interested in the purchase of fish­
ing vessels. 

Another phase of the development pro­
gram is directed at regulating the primi­
tive methods of fishing applied in the in­
land waters. The Fisheries Section has 
at present fishery administrative branch­
es in Massawa and Assab. A survey proj ­
ject on the lakes and rivers in the interior 
will commence shortly to ascertain the 
extent of fishing potential and the fishing 
methods utilized. If this survey, however, 
is to prove worthwhile, the assistance of 
experts of United Nations Agencies in 
Ethi opia will have to be secured. 

One of the several foreign governments 
who have shown interest in the promotion 
of fishing in Ethiopia is the Israeli gov­
e rnment . The Fisheries Department of 
Israel has already requested to undertake 
a survey of Ethiopia's fishing grounds in 
the Red Sea to ascertain the fishing po­
tential in that area. The outcome of this 
survey may result in a joint project which 
can prove profitable to Ethiopia. (United 
States Embassy in Addis Ababa, June 10, 
1959.) 

French Guiana 

DEVELOPMENT OF 
SHRIMP FISHERY PLANNED: 

Plans are under way for the develop­
ment of a shrimp fishery off the coast of 
French Guiana, with Cayenne as base of 
operations, according to a report by the 
United States Consulate in Martinique. 

The Credit Agricole Director pointed 
out the following: 

(1) Scientific studies of fishing resources 
in French Guiana waters have disclosed 
the presence of a large quantity of shrimp 



September 1959 COMME H IAL FI H HI ... 

French Guiana (Contd.): 

along the edge of the c ontmental shelf a­
bout 15 miles off the c oasts of Surinam 
and French Guiana, ext e nd ing down to 
the vicinity of Cayenne . 

(2) The shrimp a r e quite large, and 
when full-grown measure from 7 . 1-8.7 
inches in length. Development of a 
shrimp-fishing industry , with the United 
States as the princ ipal market, would 
contribute materially to the economy of 
French Guiana, and t h e French Govern­
ment is prepared to extend substantial 
credits through the Credit Agricole to 
get such an industry s tarted. 

(3) The first ste p i s the development 
of a fishing base a t Cayenne. This in­
volves the building of a marine rail way 
and repair base, with r epair shops. 
There is already 220 cu bic meters of 
cold-storage space at C ayenne, which 
could easily be inc r eas ed ; and ice­
making capacity of 40 ton s a day . Elec­
trical generating cap ac ity is more than 
sufficient for any exp ansion . 

(4) Next item is a small fleet of fi sh­
ing boats. From 5 to 10 vessels 5 0 t o 
70 feet long are be lieved to be the kind 
of fleet ne eded. V e ss els would not be 
equipped with me c h anical refrigeration, 
but would carry ic e . It has been proposed 
that Guadeloupe's full y- equipped fishing 
vessel, the Gove rnor Fel ix Eboue be 
brought to Guia na t o fo r m the nucleus of 
a fishing fleet, but t he D irector said that 
p:esent thinking is t h at the vessel is too 
big and elaborate for t h e job. It could, 
how ver, be used a s a sort of mother­
ship, to supply ice to and take on shrimp 
from the smaller ve s sels actually fish­
ing. 

(5) It is believed th at in the cours of 
t rawling for shrimp, the '\-essels would 
haul in many edibl e fi sh. These would 
be sold On the loc al mar ket in Cay nne. 
On.ly the shrimp wou ld be packed and 
hipped, proba bl y by cargo plane 0 th 

Unl ed States. 

(6). It is primarily in the packing, 
hipplng, and m a rketing pha e of th op­
ra lon that the French f el tha hey v. ill 

ne d American t e chnical a sistan~ . Th 
Dlrec Or said tha t th e Fren h want to do a 

Gree nland 
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Greenland (Contd.): 

Facilities for the landing of fish in 
Greenland will be improved considerably 
through the construction of a new fisheries 
harbor at Godthaab and the expansion of ex­
isting harbors at Holsteinborg and Freder­
ikshaab and mooring facilities at Jakob­
shavn, Christianshaab, and Sukkertoppen. 
The establishment of a fisheries harbor at 
Godthaab has been contemplated for sev­
eral years and is considered necessary 
for the successful operation of the fish­
processing plants. The total expenditures 
on these projects is estimated at 7.6 mil­
lion kroner (US$1,100,000), including 6.2 
million kroner (US$898, 000) for the new 
harbor atGodthaab (Unite-d States Embassy 
report of June 19 from Copenhagen). 

~ 
Hong Kong 

FISHERIES TRENDS, 
FIRST QUARTER OF 1959: 

The Hong Kong fishing fleet landed a­
bout 22 .1 million pounds offresh marine 
fishduringthe first quarter of 1959. This 
catch was val u e d at HK$14, 338,986 
(US$2,509,000). About 2.0 million pounds 
of salt-dried fish, wit h a val u e of 
HK$808,963 (US$142,OOO), were landed. 
During the quarter about 208,600 pounds 
of shrimp were marketed through the 
Fish Marketing Organization. This lim­
ited supply of shrimp was principally for 
export to the United States . The market­
ing officer of the Fish Marketing Organi­
zation reports that the first quarter is 
t he slack season for shrimp fishing in 
Hong Kong. 

The Hong Kong fishing fleet continued 
to suffer from Communist-imposed re­
strictions on the use of the water s off the 
Pearl River delta. At the beginning of 
the quarter a Hong Kong fishing trawler 
was fired upon by a Chinese communist 
gunboat. However, there were no more 
incidents and at the end of the quarter 
authorities of the Hong Kong Government 
reported that although the Communists I 
restrictions were still in force, they 
\\ ere not being administered with great 
vigor. Hong Kong fishing vessels ven­
turing into waters claimed by the Chinese 
Communists still run a risk. This risk 

lies heaviest on wind -driven vessels which 
cannot shift fishing grounds rapidly. 

About 200 fishermen who have been 
turned out of work by the Chinese Com­
munist ban have accepted employment as 
construction workers on the new Shek Pik 
reservoir on Lan Tao Island. This em­
ployment was arranged by the Hong Kong 
Fishing and Commercial General Associ­
ation, who obtained the cooperation of the 
construction company which is doing 
preparatory work on the reservoir. Of 
some interest to the Hong Kong fishing 
industry was -the proposal put forward by 
two unofficial members of the Legislative 
Council that the Government take the lead 
in developing a fishing fleet. Although the 
Government has not officially accepted 
this pro po sal, it is possible that some 
action may be taken in this d ire c t ion. 
(U nit e d States Con suI in Hong Kong, 
June 10, 1959.) ~ 

~ 
Iceland 

HERRING FISHERY TRENDS: 
At the end of the main winter cod fish­

ing season (ended May 10), most of the 
Icelandic motorboat fleet hauled -out for 
refitting in preparation for the herring 
season off the North Coast and in mid­
May moved north to converge on the her­
ring fishing grounds. In 1958, there were 
242 Icelandic boats engaged in the North 
Coast herring fishery, and approximately 
the same number were expected to take 
part t~is year. Stormy weather kept the 
boats from starting as early as last year 
(June 17), but the first catches were ex­
pected about June 20. 

The Icelandic Government agreed that 
the Export Fund should pay 70 percent eX­
port premium on North Coast herring 
processed as meal and oil, and 75 percent 
when salted. 

The Herring Board has completed ad­
vanced sale contracts with Sweden and 
Finland, but negotiations are still under­
way with the U.S.S.R. and East Germany, 
the other two leading buyers. 

-
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India 

EXPERIMENT WITH THAILAND 
CARP IN WEST BENGAL WATERS: 

A species of car p (Cyprinus carpio) 
neW to India, was introduced from Thai­
land last year and ha s been reared with 
encouraging results at the West Bengal 
Government's Departmental Fish Farm 
at Duttabad. The T h ailand carp is a 
strain of a dwa rf t ype of Chinese origin. 
This is reported to be the first attempt 
in India to cultivate this species with a 
view to ascerta ining its compatibility 
with local varietie s. 

The important c haracteristic of this 
species which make s it suitable for c on­
ditions in West B enga l is that it is a 
prolific breeder a nd c an breed in con­
fined waters year - round. This solves a 
serious problem of procuring spawn for 
inland fisheries ; mos t of the West Ben­
gal carp normally breed only in flowing 
and flooded rive r s and lakes. While it 
has been a sc e r tained that the Thailand 
carp can thrive simultaneously with lo ­
cal carp without adversely affecting the 
growth of the l a t ter, further r esearch 
work is und e r way to determine whether 
this specie s is a competitor of the local 
carp. 

The rat e of growth of this species is 
believed to be m u ch greater and pro­
duces 50 percent more fish than the local 
carp. The m aximum weight of some of 
those r eared has been 6 pounds while the 
average weight is about 31 pounds. The 
maximum l en gth attained is 20 inches. 
The perfect temperature for breeding 
has been found to be 320 C. (89.6 0 F.). 
~other important aspect of this species 
1S that it grows naturally in confined wa­
ters' requiring practically no attention 
at all during growth. 

The introduced Thailand carp with its 
various advantages over West Bengal 
carp. holds out hope for increasing pro­
~uctlOn of fish in inland water areas. In-
1hally the Fisheries Department contem­
plates planting a small number of fish in 
selected ponds and tanks throughout the 
State where it can breed naturally. 

Indonesia 

CANNED SARDINE MARKET: 
As of June 1959 canned Japanese sar­

dine s were about the only imported sar­
dines on the Indonesian market. Early 
in 1959 there were some offerings of sar­
dines from the Netherlands and the nit d 
States. The Japanese canned sardines 
are preferred in the Indonesian market 
because the price is lower and the qual­
ity about the same as for sardines from 
other foreign sources. No sardines are 
canned in Indonesia and imported sar­
dines are popular, but imports are lim­
ited because of the short supply of foreign 
exchange. 

During 1958 sardine imports amounted 
to about 2.5 million pounds. Imports from 
Japan accounted for 2.4 million po un d s 
and the United S tat e s share was 0 n 1 y 
16,700 pounds. Netherlands and other 
countries also supplied small amounts. 

Japanese canned sardines in June 1959 
sold for about Rp. 30 (29 U.S. cents) a 
15-oz. oval tin packed in tomato sauce. 
Six months earlier when the United States 
and the Netherlands provided a little com­
petition, the market price of United States 
sardines in a 15 -oz. oval can packed in 
tomato sauce sold for Rp. 20 (19 cents). 
The Japanese 15-oz. oval can in tomato 
sauce at that time sold for Rp. 15 (14 cents). 
(United States Embassy report of June 4 
from Djakarta.) 
Note: Values converted at rate of 104.2 rupiahs = US$l. 

~-

Japan 

CANNED LIGHTMEAT TU A 
PRICE CUT CONSIDERED: 

On June 18 at a conferenc e of direc­
tors of the Japanese exporters' associa­
tion and the Tuna Sales Committee, trad­
ing company representatives expr~ss d 
their views on suitable sellmg POhCl S 

for canned tuna in brine, both lightm at 
and whitemeat. 

Of this year's global quotaof2,490,OOO 
cases of canned tuna in brinE', hE' Jom 
sales company has so far sold 1,230,000 
cases. Third countries have expor ed 
about 160, 000 cases to the llll d a 
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The remaining 1,100,000 cases must be 
old by October, but of this all that can be 
xpected in the '\ ay of whitemeat supply is 

abou 100,000 cases (the present white­
meat mventory of the sales companyis 
abou 40,000 cases), so the greater part of 
he quo a must be filled with lightmeat. 

renuous measures will be required 
o s II thi lightmeat tuna, according to 
h Japanese. '" ith regard to measures 

for. elling the 1 million cases, it was 
r port d that a certain trading company 
had offered to take on the whole amount 
a the present price. Some of the pro­
due rs were urging the joint sales com­
pany to exercise its right to use only 50 
p rcent, which is the sales company's 
fre sales quota. There was strong op­
positlOn to those ideas, and the majority 
f vored g tting past the crisis by such 

a ure as cutting the price of canned 
lightmeat and putting more effort into 

dv rtising. TO conclusion was reached 
t the conf renee, and further meetings 

\ r scheduled. C ikkan Suisan Tsushin, 
June 18, 1959.) 

* * * * * 

meeting on June 11 to discuss revis ion of 
its earlier plan on the pack ratio for light­
meat and whitemeat canned tuna. It was 
decided to reduce the whitemeat pack ra ­
tio from 55 -65 percent to a minimum of 
35 percent. 

Cutting table in a tuna cannel)' in Hiroshima, Japa.n. 

At a directors' meeting in March of 
this year it had been decided to produce 
canned tuna in brine for export this year 
in the ratio of 55-65 percent whitemeat 
to 35 -45 percent lightmeat; however, since 
that time the landings of albacore (sum­
mer albacore), which are the raw ma­
terial for whitemeat tuna, have been very 
light, and the ex-vessel price has increas d 
steeply until in mid -June it was around 
150-165 yen per kilogram (US$378to$415 
a short ton). This has limited the pack of 
whitemeat canned tuna. No maximum was 
set in order to allow for elasticity to cope 
with changes in the fishing conditions. 

It is anticipated that packing will noW 
be concentrated on lightmeat, but accord­
ing to trading company sources, the mar­
ket for lightmeat tuna in the United States, 
which is the largest market, is soft. (Nip­
pon Suisan Shim bun, June 15.) 

* * * * * 
lkkan Cal SIGl TMENTS OF CA NED 

T ~ T FOR APRIL-JU. E 1959: 

* 
Scheduled consignments to the Tokyo 

ann d Tuna Joint Sales ompany for th 
first quarter of the Japan s fiscal y ar 
( pril-June) w re about 960, 000 ca~ s, 

A: but up to Jun 18 th y had r c iv d only 
-..-::=---- about 820,000 case (459,000 cas s of 
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lightmeat and 362,000 cases of white­
meat, both types canned in brine), leaving 
about 140,000 cases of the quota to fill. 

I 
are potential sourc s of troubl . Th 
Fisheries Agency i thmkmg of m km 
its granting or wi hholdmg of lIe n 

I and permits depend n on wh h r or no 

It was estimated that there remain 
unsold out of those consignments 350,000 
cases of lightmeat and 40,000 cases of 
whitemeat (7-ounc e cans only)--13-
ounce cans and 2-kilogram cans (4.4 
pounds) are 45,000 cases short. If white­
meat was to make up more than 35 per­
cent of the total production quota, as 
decided at the recent meeting of the di­
rectors of the canners T association, an 
additional 540,000 cases should have been 
consigned by July 3. However, the pack 
that could be expected from summer al­
bacore, if the small landings of about 100 
tons a day continue, would be only around 
100,000 cases or, at most, including 
goods under inspection, etc., about 200,000 
cases. (Nikkan Suisan Tsushin, June 23, 
1959.) 

* * * * * 
TUNA EXPORT REGULATORY 
COUNCIL PLANNED: 

A visit by officers of the Japanese Ex­
port Tuna Canners I Association to the 
Chief of the Japanese Fishery AgencyTs 
Production Section on June 18, 1959, gave 
birth to the idea of setting up a regula­
tory council to be concerned mainly with 
tuna export problems. Since then the 
~ormulation of plans has proceeded speed­
lly. The Fisheries Agency sections con­
cerned have drawn up plans for the mem­
bership, organization, and operation of 
the council. 

The council will have the status of a 
consultative organ for the Fisheries A­
gency, and will serve for liaison among 
groups which have hitherto lacked lateral 

the council can reach agr m n.( Ikkan 
Suisan Tsushin, Jun 22, 1959.) 

* * * * * 
JOINT SALES CO IP 
YELLOWFIN T 

abli h­
ment of a frozen yellowfin expor Joint 
sales organization had be n int rrup d 
since May, but sentiment in favor of 1 

has increased again becau of th hIgh-
er percentage of rejects I' pOI' ed on 
shipments to California tuna ann I' . 

July 8 a committee composed of bo hI 
freezers and shipboard f1' ez rs, appom -
ed by the Export Tuna Fr Z rs I 
tion to study this question, me n 
on the speedy set ing up of a Jom 
organization for exports of y How fin una 
by liner from Japanese ports 0 th t­
nited States. 

that the tabl1 h 

connections. At the same time it will ports. 
take up individually concrete problems 
related to exports, such as the foreign 
base problem and the transshipment 
p~oblem, discuss them and make de-
Cl ' , 
Ii 10ns. Members are expected to be 

. Ueda of the Export Tuna Canners I 
tSSociation, K. Nakabe representing the 
reezers, and S. Masuda of the Tuna Fish­

ermenTs Federation. The idea is for re­
b~.onSible re,presentatives of the indus~ry, 
. consultation, to adjust problems whIch 
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(2) As the novelty of the transship­
ment export trade wears off, there is 
certain to be an increase in the quantity 
of ship-frozen tuna landed in Japanese 
ports. This will bring a strong pos sibil­
ity of a drop in ex-vessel prices in Ja­
pan, and in order to forestall this, the 
clipper operators are moving in the di­
rection of improving liner export prices 
and establishing minimum guaranteed 
ex-vessel prices. 

(3) It has become impossible to ex­
pect that ex-vessel prices will stay at 
a high level even though export prices 
fall, as was the case until last year. Now 
ex-vessel prices and export prices have 
come to move up and down together, and 
this has brought the vessel operators 
around to feeling greater concern over 
the movements of the export market. 
(Nikkan Suisan Tsushin, July 10 and 13, 
1959.) 

* * * * * 
METHOD FOR DETECTING 
GREEN MEAT IN RAW TUNA FOUND: 

Lately, increasing buyers I claims a­
gainst frozen tuna shipped from the At­
lantic have been causing concern in Ja­
pan. A method has now been found for 
detecting, before cooking, the green meat 
condition which is the main cause of 
claims, and it is hoped that this will help 
solve the claim problem and reduce the 
percentage of green tuna rejects. (Pre­
viously, green-meat tuna could be de­
tected only after cooking.) 

The method has resulted from joint 
studies by the Frozen Aquatic Products 
.Inspection Association and the Tokai Re­
gional Fisheries Research Laboratory. 
They found that color of the kidney tis­
sue of fish which showed green meat after 
cooking was conspicuously darker than 
that from normal fish, and they discover­
ed an easy method of detection by using 
an aqueous suspension. The method is 
to take about 10 grams of kidney as close 
to the center of the organ as possible 
and mash it. Then 1 gram of the tissue 
is placed in a small flask, about 50 cc. 
of water is added, and the flask is shaken. 
The occurrence of green meat can be 
predicted by the color of this fluid. The 
gradations of color are: 

(1) red, reddish brown, slightly red­
dish brown 

(2) light brown, brown, dark brown, 
dry leaf color 

(3) brownish black, grayish black, 
black 

Of these three colors, the green m eat 
phenomenon turns up mostly in group (3), 
which looks like soot dissolved in water . 
The degree of accuracy attained was 80 
percent at the Tokai Laboratory and 100 
percent at the Inspection Association. 

It is expla1ned that the trade in yellow­
fin from the Atlantic through Haiti and 
Panama looked very hopeful at first be ­
cause rejects were few, but since the 
first of this year the incidence of rej ects 
has gradually increased until recently it 
has risen as high as 30 percent. People 
concerned have considered that this i s 
probably an effect of the falling m a rket 
for canned tuna, but at the same time 
serious thought has been given to finding 
a method of preventing or detecting in 
advance the green meat or dark meat 
conditions which are the main caus e of 
claims against frozen tuna whether trans­
shipped or exported from Japan. Source: 
Bulletin of the Japanese Society of Scien­
tific Fisfi'er1eS, vol. 24, no. 8, p. 67-9-, -
Hirao et al. (Suisan Keizai Shimbun, 
June 16, 1959.) 

* * * * * 
FISHERMEN SEEK ALBACORE ON 
DISTANT GROUNDS: 

The Japanese summer albacore fi sh­
ery this year has been completely ab­
normal, and the ex-vessel price at Shim­
izu has risen to an unprecedent ed 180 
yen per kilogram (US$450 a short ton). 
Stimulated by these high prices and by 
reports that albacore school s hav e ap­
peared far off to the east, part of the 
Shimizu fleet has begun a rapid move­
ment into the eastern grounds . This 
movement was begun by boats f r om Kago­
shima Prefecture, and n ow s ome Shizu­
oka Prefecture boats h<fve moved out as 
far as 1560 E. and 160 E. l on gitude, and 
exploitation of grounds 1, 000 miles or 
more from the coast has be gun. 

Some of the Mie Prefecture boats, 
which are finding that skipjack fishing 
has slacked off, are also pl a nning to make 
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their next trips for albacore 1,000 to 
1,500 miles east of Japan. 

Up to now the nearer grounds have 
afforded poor fishing, and the industry 
is watching with intense interest to see 
whether good fishing will develop off to 
the eastward. (Nippon Suisan Shimbun, 
June 27, 1959.) 

* * * * * 
SUMMER ALBACORE 
LANDINGS BELOW NORMAL: 

Summer albacore landings in Japan as 
of July 11 amounted to only 7,200 metric 
tons. This is only one-third of t he small 
1958 catch, and about one-fifth of a nor­
mal year's catch. As a result, the Jap­
anese freezers have been able to buy 
hardly any summer albacore, and the 
frozen tuna inspection office in Shimizu, 
for the first time since its establishment, 
has inspected no summer albacore for 
export. 

The canners' pack of whitemeat tuna 
for export to the United States has finall y 
reached 500,000 cases (including what 
the packers had on hand at the end of the 
last fiscal year). Counting on the expect­
ed pack from winter albacore, all pack­
ers except the three largest ones will 
just barely be able to fill their minimum 
white meat pack quotas of 35 percent of 
their total tuna pack allotments, s o that 
on the canned pack side at least the worst 
possible shortage has been avoided. (Nik­
kan Suisan Tsushin, July 13, 1959.) 

* * * * * 
WORLD-WIDE TUNA 
FISHING CRUISE PLANNED: 

Japanese tuna fishing c ircles in Shim­
izu are watching with interes t the prog­
ress of a plan for a year -long, round-the­
World tuna fishing trip. The vess el is 
~. ~ Seiju Maru (500 tons gross), which 
was due to sail in July with a captain and 
30 crew members to fish in the Indian 
Ocean, the Mediterranean, the Atlantic 
Ocean, and the eastern Pacific Ocean, 
and sell the catch at various ports. 

PrinCipal fishing grounds will be in 
the Indian Ocean, off the Gold Coast of 

Africa, and off Brazil in the ian IC, nd. 
after traversing the anama Canal, In h 
Pacific Oc ean around th Galapago I -
lands. The catches of yell 0\\ fin and alb -
core will be landed in G rmany, Yugo­
slavia, and Cristobal in anama. 

The Seiju Maru is th latest yp of 
large tuna long-liner, and wa plann d 
for operations in distant water . Sh 
carries 1.5 times as much fish a- old r 
boats of the same tonnage, and ha· h 
capacity to freeze 30 tons of tuna p r day. 
The grounds that will be fished by th 
Seiju Maru were surveyed last y ar by h 
research vessel Shoyo Maru, of h Jap­
anese Fisheries Agency~he indu_try 1S 

showing deep interest in this bold plan of 
a privately-owned vessel. Th ~i~ Maru 
is scheduled to return to Japan 111 Julyor 
1960 (Nippon Suisan Shimbun, June 24, 
1959). 

* * * * * 
MACKEREL - PIKE C • TEH 
NING TO LIMIT PACK 1 TEXT 

The Japanese Mackerel-Pik 
Canners Association met on June 5 and 
considered plans for the 1959 canl1lng 
year (August 1959-July 1960). Th plans 
were to be submitted to the memb rshlp 
at a meeting on June 18. The major pow s 
of the draft were: (1) Total produc IOn 
quota of mackerel-pike or saury 0 b 
660,000 cases (past season's \~as 1,03 .0 
cases), of whicl 60,000 cases w111 b al­
located equally among the canmng com­
panies' 500 cases to a producer. La 
season there was no such qual all0 a­
tion. The remaining 600,000 cas \\ III 
be allocated as follows' 590,000 cas 111 

the proportion of 8 ba d on pas pack 
records to 2 in a free quota. A quo a of 
10,000 cases will be for n produC' r 
(2) Use of the free quota WIll b hmi 0 
5,000 cases per company. e "c;.ep h 
companies which joined In 19:>8 
limited to 1,000 ca es and ho 
joined in 1957 0 2,000 ca 
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control of "outsiders" which was expect­
ed to be promulgated on August 1 of this 
year. (Nikkan Suisan Tsushin, June 6, 
1959.) 

* * * * * 
MACKEREL-PIKE 
CANNING PLANS FINALIZED: 

The Japanese Mackerel-Pike Export 
Canners Association held a special gen­
eral meeting on June 18 to consider 
mackerel-pike or saury packing plans 
for the 1959 production year (April 1, 
1959-March 31, 1960). Export shipments 
for 1959 will be 660,000 cases (472,000 
cases allotted by past production records, 
118,000 cases free quota, and 70,000 
cases to be equally allotted among pack­
ers). Sales prices and production quotas 
by can sizes and styles will be decided 
later. As of June 15, stocks held by the 
jOint sales company were 462,478 cases. 
(Nikkan Suisan Tsushin, June 18.) 

* * * * * 
EXPORT PROSPECTS FOR 
CANNED CRAB MEAT THIS YEAR: 

It is expected that the pack of canned 
king crab meat this year by Japanese 
factoryships and land canners combined 
will be around 420,000 cases. Trading 
circles believe the prospects are for ex­
port of about 380,000 cases. Traders 
expect that of the 420,000-cas e pack, a­
bout 70,000 cases will be sold on the 
domestic market, leaving 350,000 cases 
for export. Of this it is estimated that 
100,000 cases will go to the United King­
dom, 200,000 cases to the United States, 
and 50,000 to other countries. Of those 
principal markets, the 100,000 cases for 
the British is considered sure. The 
British consume annually about 200,000 
cases, of which at present the U.S.S.R. 
and Japan each supply approximately 
half. If there is no sudden change for 
the worse in Britain's foreign exchange 
situation, and if the U.S.S.R. does not 
embark on any drastic price cutting, 
there will probably not be any change 
in this balance in the market. 

With regard to the 200,000 cases for 
the United States no important change is 
expected. 

Among the markets for the remaining 
50,000 case~, hitherto Europe, Australia, 
and Hawaii have been most important, but 
it is thought that Hawaii's becoming a 
State may have an adverse effect on the 
export market there. (Nippon Sui san 
Shimbun, June 5, 1959.) 

* * * * * 
PLANS TO ADVERTISE CANNED 
FISH IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES: 

The Japanese have revealed a number 
of plans to advertise canned fish in for­
eign countries in order to increase con­
sumption in markets abroad. The adver­
tising plans were announced by the Japan 
Export Trade Research Organization after 
it consulted with the packers and canners. 

To advertise canned mackerel-pike, 
a motion picture costing $11,000 (about 
$5,500 is to be provided by the Japanese 
Government) is planned. In addition, it 
is planned to spend about $4,100 in Can­
ada to advertise on television. 

For canned sardines, a $972,000 ad­
vertising program in Philippine news­
papers was announced. 

Ads in the British periodical Econo­
mist for canned crab, salmon, trout, and 
tuna are planned, costing about $500. 

Funds for the promotion programs an­
nounced will be supplied by the packers' 
associations and the Government. In ad­
dition, the use of signs and posters is 
also under discussion. 

Advertising of canned tuna in the U­
nited States market was also announced. 
About $140,000 will be used for ads in 
newspapers and magazines. In 1958 a 
joint Japanese - United States advertising 
program had been planned, but agree­
ment was never reached. Therefore, the 
money not used was carried over for this 
year's advertising program, with the ad­
dition of funds provided by the tuna can­
ning and freezing industries in Japan, 
and the Japanese Government. 

* * * * * 
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PLANS INDEFINITE FOR 
ADVERTIS ING TUNA 
IN THE UNITED STATES: 

Advertising Japanese tuna in the Unit­
ed States h as been planned with a fund of 
50 million yen (approximatelyUS$140, 000), 
including money carried over from last 
year . However, exporters of canned and 
frozen tuna have been unable to agree on 
the manner in which the advertising is 
to be handled. Plans for the campaign 
are at present being examined by repre­
sentatives of the canning and freezing 
industries , together with the Japanese 
Fisheries Agency and the International 
Tuna Council, but because the industry 
is faced with serious problems as a re­
sult of the poor summer albacore sea­
son, the pl anning temporarily is at a 
standstill. 

As a result, the initial policy, which 
was to adve r tise during the summer and 
the Lenten season, broke down, and be­
cause the re is a lag of about two months 
between th e ordering of advertising and 
its appearance, it looks very much as if 
the adverti s ing will appear after Sept em -
ber, at the earliest. The plans h ave been 
somewhat modified from those s ubmitted 
earlier by the International Tuna Council 
and those concerned were hoping for a 
final decision before the end of June. 
Canners have been maintaining that the 
campaign should emphasize tuna in brine, 
while freez ers have been in favor of ad­
vertising which would also indirectly 
benefit tuna canned in oil. (Suisan Keizai 
Shimbun, J une 11, 1959.) 

* * * * * 
STUDIES ON MARKETING 
OF CERTAIN FISHERY PRODUCTS m UNITED STATES PLANNED: 

The Japan E xport Trade Promotion 
Organization has budgeted US$6,OOO for 
the, Coming year fo r studies of the possi­
bihty of marketing canned saury or 
~ackerel-pike in the United States, for 
lnve~tigation of the organizational con­
nectlOns of the movements to restrict 
Japanese canned oyster imports, and for 
a ca,nned crab mark~t survey. Personnel 
statlOned in the United States will shortly 
receive instructions to carry out these 
studies as follows : 

Canned mackerel-pike survey, $1,000 
budgeted. At present in the southern part 
of the United States some low-income 
groups are consuming canned jack mack­
erel, mackerel, and sardines. In order 
to predict the possibility of substituting 
~apanese canned mackerel-pike, which 
IS as yet unknown in that area, samples 
will be shipped to representative cities 
of the State of Mississippi to canned 
goods wholesalers and retailers, house­
wives, and newspaper and magazine re­
porters, and the following points will be 
investigated: (1) sales possibilities; 
(2) suitability of tomato sauce, oil, or 
water pack; (3) suitable sizes of cans for 
each pack; (4) suitability of the prices; 
(5) taste acceptance. 

Canned oyster survey, $3,000 budgeted. 
The background of the recent movement 
to restrict Japanese imports--that is, 
falling production and rising prices in 
the East Coast area - -will be analyzed, 
and the following will be studied: (1) an­
nual production by types of goods in the 
United States; (2) imports by country of 
origin and type; (3) comparison of prices 
of Japanese and American goods; (4) prices 
and commissions in the distribution proc­
ess; (5) present tariff conditions; (6) con­
sumption of boiled oysters; (7) demand 
for seed oysters on the Atlantic and Gulf 
coasts; (8) supply and demand prospects 
for raw and canned oysters by areas ; 
(9) distribution by states of oyster grow­
ers, importers , and canners. 

Frozen and-canned tuna, $5,000 budget­
ed. For survey of quantities of frozen and 
canned tuna exported, distribution routes, 
quality, advertising methods, and consumer 
capac ity. Als o canned tuna production in 
countries exporting to the United States, 
partic ular ly methods of obtaining raw ma­
terial, productiop capacity, and statistics 
(Suisan Keizai Shimbun, June 20, 1959). 

* * * * * 
NEW TUNA LONG-LINER COMPLETED: 
. The largest privately-owned high-seas 
tuna fishing vessel in Fukushima Prefec­
ture was completed early in June. It is 
the tuna long-liner No. ~ Seisho JYIaru 
(239 ions gross). This ve,ssel, whIch car­
ries a crew of 28, was bUllt by the Yam­
anishi Shipyard of Ishinomaki at a cost 
of about 100 million yen (US$280,OOO). 
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Fukushima Prefecture already had a 
large prefectural fish ries guidanc v ~s­
sel, the Iwaki Maru (475 tons) and the 
training ship FukUShima Ma~ (221 tons); 
the completion of the No. 18 ~isho l\Jal'U 
brings the number of vess Is of ov r-2ITn 
tons gross in th prefecture to four, in­
cluding one other privately-owned v ssel. 

The feature of the new vess I is its 
modern equipment, including racial', lor' n, 
directional fish -finder, and electric wa­
ter temperature thermometer, making 
it perhaps the best equipped vessel of its 
type in Japan. The engin is a 550 hp. 
Diesel with supercharger, and th r ar 
two 80 hp. auxiliaries. Fish- arrying 
capacity is 135 tons, and although 1 has 
been considered impossible to quip a 
vessel of under 350 tons gross with f1' z­
ing capacity of more than 3.75 tons a 
day, the builders have manag d to put a 
capacityof4itonsintothisv'ss 1. Sp d 
is 12 knots, and cruising range is 24,000 
miles. The hull is steel, and mostly 
electrowelded. The vessel is equipped 
with automatic pilot and remote-steering 
control. There is a speaker in each com­
partment of the vessel, and these are 
wired so that even if the speaker switch 
is turned off, emergency signals can be 
broadcast. 

The No. 18 Seisho Maru sailed from 
Ena on JunelO, and after calling at l\Ii­
saki in Kanagawa Prefecture was to pro­
ceed on her maiden voyage to fish tuna 
in the Marshall Islands area. 

Last fall the question of the most eco­
nomical size for tuna boats operating in 
distant waters was the subject of debate 
between the vessel operators and the 
Fisheries Agency. Now such a vessel, 
a specialized tuna long-liner of the 250-
ton class, has been completed. The ves­
sel is the first such tuna long-liner built 
for a private owner in Fukushima Pre­
fecture. 

Since before World War II the Japan­
ese high -seas tuna fishery has flourish­
ed, and it has been said that all of the 
tuna grounds of the Pacific have already 
been fully developed. It is considered 
that grounds producing catches of over 
2,000 kan (slightly mqre than 8 short 

p nse 1n ca:: 
ground to anoth I'. 

ccording to ho:::. I' sponslble for he 
building of h v ssel, h ini lal plan \'.as 
o build a boat of the 350- on class, but 

af er calculating the op I'a ing penses 
and estimated ca ch of uch a v sel, it 
appeared tha a mmimum da 'ly catch of 
1,500 kan (about 6 short on ) 'ould be 
necessary. This wasn I pos ibl because 
in the principal tuna grounds of he equa­
torial Pacific, catches of over 1,000 kan 
a day are exc eptional. In order to make 
catches of 1,500 kan regularly, it is nec­
essary to go to the Indian Ocean or the 
Atlantic. Therefore, it wa decided to 
build a vessel of the 250-ton class, which 
could operate quite profitably on catches 
of 1,000 kan a day. As a means of raiS­
ing efficiency and saving fuel while run­
ning at night or in fog or squally weath­
er, radar and loran were installed. The 
loran receiver will enab le the 
captain to record accurat ely 
the position of good fishing 
grounds, so that they can be found again 
without fuel-consuming searching. The 
vessel's communications equipment in­
cludes a 250-watt, 22 MC main trans­
mitter which will enable her to communi­
cate satisfactorily with her base in Japan 
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from as far away as the South American 
coast. (Suisan Keizai Shimbun, June 12 
and 14.) 

* * * * * 

COMP ANY EXPANDS 
TUNA FISHING FLEET: 

A Japanese fishing company has al­
ready built two tuna fishing vessels (No.1 
Kaki Maru and No, 2 Kaki Maru), eachof 
380 tons gross. Now ~company's No.3 
Kaki Maru, 450 tons gross, has recently­
been completed by the Miho Shipyard at 
Shimizu, and was to be launched on June 2. 

This Japanese company plans to put 
more and more of its efforts into tuna 
fishing in distant waters, and plans to 
build two more tuna boats. The No.3 
Kaki Maru cost 160 million yen (about 
US$448,000) to build. The new vessel 
was expected to sail for the Atlantic 
early in July, and it is planned that she 
will make about five trips a year. (Nik­
kan Suisan Tsushin, June 1, 1959.) --

****,~ 

LOANS FOR CONSTRUC TION OF 
FISHING VESSELS IN 1958: 

Loans from the Japanes e Government's 
Agriculture, Forestry, and Fisheries 
Fund for vessel construction in 1958 were 
as follows: for large tuna boats, 18 loans 
totaling 641 million yen (US$1,781,000); 
for medium tuna boats, 68 loans totaling 
774 million yen (US$2,150,000); for East 
China sea trawlers , 19 loans totaling 550 
mIllion yen (US$l 528 000)' for medium 
sized home-water's tr~wle;s 30 loans 
tot,aling 300 million yen (US$833,000); for 
semers, 13 loans totaling 160 million yen 
(US$444,000) ; for salmon driftnetters, 
41 loans tot a lin g 410 mill ion yen 
(US$1,139,000). Loans for medium-sized 
tuna boats (40 -100 tons gross) were up 
390 million yen (US$1,083,000), more 
than double the 1957 figure (Suisan Keizai 
Shimbun, June 21, 1959.) 

* * * * * 
SECOND TUNA VESSEL FOR 
.:IRE SOVIET UNION COMPLETED: 

A Japanese shipyard recently com­
pleted the second of two tuna vessels 

for the Soviet Union. Delivery was sched­
uled to take place on June 14. The 500-
gross-ton vessel will be towed to Vladi­
vostok by a Soviet freighter. 

The same shipbuilding company that 
built the two tuna vessels also worked on 
two herring factoryships of 4,900 dead­
weight tons for the U.S.S.R. Refrigera­
tion machinery for the tuna and herring 
vessels has been ordered from a Japan­
ese company of os~a at a cost of about 
300 million yen (US 833,000), This is the 
first such large or er from the U.S.S.R. 
Delivery was scheduled for the end of 
August. 

The equipment for each tuna vessel 
will be two ammonia machines of 40 
horsepower (one for freezing and one for 
precooling) with a daily refrigeration ca­
pacityof 120 tons. The herring vessels 
will have four air-cooling machines, and 
five (for each vessel) 50-horsepower 
freon freezing machines, plus two 7.5 
horsepower freezing machines for keep­
ing store~. With this equipment, the tem­
perature throughout each herring factory­
ship can be suitably regulated. (Nikkan 
Suisan Tsushin, June 4 and 10, 1959.) 

* * * * ;::c 

TUNA FISHERMEN'S FEDERATION 
OPPOSES REDEPLOYMENT 
OF SALMON FISHERMEN: 

Because the Japanese North Pacific 
salmon fishery is being restricted more 
and more each year, the Japanese Feder­
ation of Salmon Fishermen has been push­
ing a plan to redeploy part of the salmon 
fishermen into tuna fishing. The Japan 
Tuna Fishermen's Federation met on 
June 11, 1959, with newsmen to explain 
that they had decided on absolute oppo­
sition to any redeployment of surplus 
salmon fishermen into the tuna fishery 
because of present trends in the tuna re­
sources and because of the present eco­
nomic conditions in the fishery. The 
main points were as follows. 

The salmon fishermen's federation 
has asked the tuna fishermen's coopera­
tion in arranging for excess salmon fish­
ermen to enter the tuna fishery with 20 
or 30 tuna boats of the 250-ton class, as 
part of a comprehensive plan for reor­
ganizing the salmon fishery. In view of 
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the trends of the tuna resources and the 
present economic conditions in this fish­
ery the tuna fishermen believe it is un­
reasonable to redeploy more fishermen 
into it from other fisheries. 

The salmon fishermen's group has 
suggested, as a method of handling this 
proposed redeployment, that there are 
now 46 research ships and school ships 
belonging to local governments and that 
as the operations of these vessels are 
having bad effects on the economy of the 
tuna fishery, they should be done away 
with, thus making room for the entry of 
the salmon fishermen into the tuna fish­
ery with 20 or 30 vessels. The Tuna 
Fishermen's Federation cannot under­
stand the thinking behind this proposed 
exchange. 

The reason behind the idea of supplant­
ing research and training vessels with 
commercial tuna boats operated by form­
er salmon fishermen, as proposed by the 
Salmon Fishermen's Federation, is the 
contention that these research boats and 
school ships are tending to neglect their 
proper function of surveying the resources 
and are operating commercially, thus 
having a bad effect on the economy of the 
tuna fishing industry. The tuna fisher­
men's group also took up this problem 
at its 1956 general meeting, and passed 
a resolution asking that more circum­
spection be exercised in the operations 
of the research and training ships. The 
tuna fishermen now say, however, that 
although they are not satisfied with the 
present state of those vessels' opera­
tions' the situation is improving under 
the guidance of the Fisheries Agency. It 
is not impossible that in the future the 
tuna fisheries will come under some sort 
of international restrictions, like those 
involved in Japan-China and Japan­
U.S.S.R. fishery agreements, and in such 
a case the research vessels will be need­
ed for research on the tuna resources. 
For these two reasons, the tuna federa­
tion is unable to accept the salmon fish­
ermen's reasoning. (Nippon Suisan Shim-
bun, June 15, 1959.) --

* * * * * 

DISPOSAL OF FOUR SALMON 
FLEETS CONSIDERED: 

In connection with reorganization of 
the North Pacific mothership salmon fish­
ery, the Japan Federation of Salmon Fish­
ermen has been asking for compensation 
(3 million yen, about US$8,300) for antici­
pated operating losses this year. At the 
same time, considering that it will be 
necessary to reduce the salmon fleet by 
120-130 boats, the Federation wants 60 
of these boats shifted into the gill-net 
salmon fishery south of the Japanese­
Russian treaty area and the rest either 
absorbed into the tuna fishery or com­
pensated for leaving the salmon fishery 
on the same terms as applied in last 
year's reduction of the salmon fleet. The 
Japan Federation of Tuna Fishermen is 
diametrically opposed to the salmon fish­
ermen's proposal. The Japanese Fisher­
ies Agency has set up a preliminary plan 
for the reduction of the salmon fleet and 
is considering it in consultation with of­
ficers of the Salmon Fishermen's Federa­
tion. 

The preliminary plan was completed on 
June 2, 1959, but is still in draft form. It 
is based on a policy of cutting out four 
fleets and 120 catcher boats, by one of two 
methods. The reduction could be made on 
the basis of the Law for the Protection of 
Fishery Resources (18 million yen or a­
bout US$50,OOO compensation, two-thirds 
subsidy, and payment of interest), or by 
the formation by the vessel owners, after 
return from the fishing grounds, of an Ad­
justment Association for handling both 
temporary and permanent retirement from 
the fishery (2-3 million yen or US$5,500-
$8,300 for temporary retirement, 18 mil­
lion yen or US$50,OOO for permanent re­
tirement, two-thirds subsidy, and pay­
ment of interest). However, the Fisher­
ies Agency plan is not being met with 
great favor as it does not completely sat­
isfy the basic principle of the reorganiza­
tion, which is that from next year forward 
both the motherships and the catcher boats 
are to be put into a position where the.y 
can operate without financial loss. (~­
kan Suisan Tsushin, June 19, 1959.) 

* * * * * 
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NORTH PACIFIC SALMON FISHING 
FIRMS APPL Y FOR PERMITS TO 
FISH FOR TUNA IN FIJI ISLANDS AREA: 

A Japanese fishing company is plan­
ning to send out a tuna mothership fleet 
this year. Because of the declining trend 
of the North Pacific salmon fishery, on 
which it has largely depended, and the 
increasing demand for tuna for fish ham 
and sausage. Application for a license 
was to be made to the Japanese Fisheries 
Agency as soon as preparations were 
completed. 

The fleet, compris ing one mothership 
and about 40 salmon catcher boats, was 
to sail early in September and operate in 
the Fiji Islands area until the end of the 
year. For a mothership the firm will 
either convert one of its salmon factory­
ships or charter the Kyokuzan Maru from 
a Japanese whaling company. The use of 
salmon boats in the fleet is not settled 
as special permits will have to be sought. 
It is reported that the authorities' policy 
will be to license this proposed opera-
tion because the company has a prior rec­
ord of participation in the tuna mother­
ship fishery. 

According to plans, the company will 
utilize the production record of another 
company, which caught about 2,000 short 
tons of fish in 1954. The production goal 
for the new fleet will be over 4,000 met­
ric tons, and except for the products for 
export, most of the catch will be used 
at the company's plant for fish sausage 
and ham. 

Another Japanes e company has re­
cently revealed its plans to engage in 
mothership-type tuna fishing this year. 
According to the announcement the moth­
er~hip.will be the 7,200-ton Jin'yo Maru, 
Whl~h. is at present engaged in the North 
PacifiC salmon fishery. The fleet will 
comprise 10 regular tuna boats, 40 salm­
on boats with part-time tuna licenses, 
and 2 carriers. Fishing will be done a­
round the Fiji Islands from early Sep­
tember to mid -December The catch f.0al will be 6,270 tons of 'tuna and other 
11:~.)~ Keizai Shimbun, June 20, 

****,~ 

PRICE OF TUNA FISHING 
RIGHTS RISING STEEPLY: 

Because of the curtailment in the Jap­
anese North Pacific salmon fishery, move­
ments for shifting into the tuna fishery or 
for obtaining part-time tuna fishing li­
censes for salmon boats have become 
very active. In addition, the big fishing 
companies are buying up tuna fishing 
rights. As a result the price of those 
rights has recently risen sharply. In the 
case of full-time tuna fishing licenses, 
the price hitherto has been 70,000to 80,000 
yen per ton ($196 to $224 per ton) based 
on the gross tonnage of the vessel, but 
this has now risen to 120,000 yen ($336). 
Part-time tuna fishing license rights have 
doubled in value, from $5,600 to over 
$10,000. It appears that this rising mar­
ket will continue. 

Since the Japanese Government is not 
granting any new tuna fishing licenses, 
the only way to secure replacement ton­
nage and build a new boat is to buyout 
the tonnage of someone who already holds 
a license. (Nikkan Suisan Tsushin, June 5, 
1959.) 

JAPANESE-MOROCCAN COMPANY 
TO TRAWL FOR SHRIMP AND 
BOTTOM FISH IN SOUTH ATLANTIC: 

A large Japanese company has formed 
a joint enterprise (capitalized at ?O mil­
lion yen, about US$83,000) on a 2z -year 
contract with Moroccan interests to trawl 
for shrimp and bottom fish in the South 
Atlantic. The vessel which is to do the 
fishing, the 499-ton No. 16 Taiyo .Maru, 
with a crew of 21, sailedfromsIilmonos­
eki on June 15 for Morocco via Capetown. 
At the request of the Moroccan Govern­
ment, seven Moroccans will be taken a­
board the ship for training. If the venture 
is successful, the Japanese company will 
send another trawler to the Tangiers base 
within the year. Plans call for annual 
landings of about 1,500 tons of snapper 
and cod, to be sold through an Italian firm. 
(Nikkan Suisan Tsushin, June 18, 1959.) 

MORE JAPANESE FISHING 
TRAWLERS TO OPERATE OFF 
NORTHWEST AFRICAN COAST: 

A Japanese fishing company was due 
to send the trawler Uji Maru (536 gross 
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tons, 900 hp. and 10 tons freezing ca­
pacity) early in July to Piraeus, Greece, 
where she will be based for trawling op­
erations off Northwest Africa for two 
years. Plans envisage 40-day trips pro­
ducing about 180-200 metric tons of bot­
tom fish. This vessel will land its catch­
es in Greece for consumption in that 
country. 

A second Japanese trawler (Tatsuta 
Maru, 543 tons gross) that has been fish­
ing in the Persian Gulf out of Abadan, 
Iran, left Abadan for Greece about the 
middle of June. This vessel, under a 
one-year contract to a Greek firm, will 
also fish off the Northwest African coast. 

The Japanese vessels are expecting 
to sell their catches at US$225-280 a 
metric ton, about the same price for 
similar fish in Japan. 

* * * * * 

SWISS ASK FOR TECHNICAL 
COOPERATION TO 
P RODUCE TUNA PRODUCTS· 

A firm established in Boston in Janu­
ary 1957 by a large Japanese company 
primarily to process tuna products (tuna 
franks, smoked loins, etc.) has arous ed 
interest in Europe. Recently Swiss and 
British intere sts have approached the 
same Japanese company that set up the 
Boston firm for business arrangements 
s imilar to the Boston formula. The 
Swiss are particularly interested, and 
the J apanese c ompany will shortly detail 
an investigator from Boston to Switzer­
land to conside r concrete plans. The 
Swiss request is for tuna-processing fa­
cilities and technical guidance. It is 
thought that if this plan materializes, 
it will naturally be necessary to operate 
tuna vessels in order to assure the sup­
ply of raw material. (Nikkan Suisan 
Tsushin, June 18, 1959.) 

**~,** 

NEW TUNA VESSEL TO 
FISH IN INDIAN OCEAN: 

A Japanese company' s new tuna ves­
sel Horyu Maru sailed on June 18 from 
Misaki for her maiden voyage to the In­
dian Ocean fishing grounds. The vessel 

which will be at sea about 75 days, was 
completed June 12. It is 36.4 meters 
(119 feet) long and h r gross tonnage is 
238. Fish hold capacity is 230 cubic me­
ters and fuel tank capacity is 140 cubic 
meters. A 650-horsepower supercharged 
Dlesel pushes her at 11.6 knots maxi­
mum. The vessel has two ammonia com­
pressors, one of 23.5 r frigeration tons 
and the oth r of 19.2 tons. She is equip­
ped with radar, radiodirection finder, and 
radio buoys. (Suisan Keizai Shimbun, 
June 19, 1959.) 

* * * * * 
BERING SEA TRAWLER 
ACTIVITY INCREASI G: 

The Japanese Fisheries Ag ncy, after 
careful study, has decided to license a 
second Bering Sea fish -meal fleet, to be 
operated jointly by two fishing companies. 
The factoryship Tenyo 1\Iaru (11,000 tons), 
with 20 trawlers, sailed for the fishing 
grounds on June 19, where she will join 
another fleet, which pioneered this type 
of operation in 1958. The two fleets are 
expected to produce a total of 21,500met­
ric tons of fish meal and 3,800 tons of 
fish solubles, as well as large quantities 
of liver and body oils and frozen products. 
The Fisheries Agency has been taking a 
cautious attitude toward any rapid expan­
sion of this new fishery, but the entry of 
large Soviet fleets into the grounds and 
the consequent need for Japan to stake a 
large and early claim on the resource 
are reported to have been factors influ­
encing the granting of the new license. 

According to plans, the Tenyo Marll 
will produc e 8, 000 tons of me al, 2-slftons 
of liver oil, 1,500 tons of fish solubles, 
and 500 tons of fish oil and will return at 
the end of November. 

The company operating the original 
fish-meal enterprise in the Bering Sea 
finally is making money at it. This first 
fish -meal factoryship fleet is expected to 
produce 13,500 tons of meal, 400 tons of 
liver oil, 2,300 tons of solubles, 800 ton~_ 
of body oil, and 4,250 tons of frozen pro 
ucts. 

Large trawlers producing frozen flat­
fish have also been active lately in the 
Bering Sea. The l,489-ton No. ~ Tai~o 
Maru left the fishing grounOsJune "'{WIth 
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about 1,000 tons of frozen sole, and a 
second 993-ton trawler Asama Maru ar­
rived in Nagoya on June 14 with6r2tons 
of frozen sole produced in Bristol Bay 
since May 12. The demand for frozen 
flatfish has been strong in Japan in re­
cent years, and current pric es are re­
portedly 10 to 20 percent above l ast year. 

The Asama Maru reported working 
for about one week in company with a 
large Soviet fleet in Bristol Bay, The 
Russian fleet appeared to include two 
7,000-ton tenders, two 2,000-ton stern 
trawlers, and about 30 trawlers of over 
200 tons. 

As usual, the Japanese were struck 
with the presence of women aboard the 
Soviet vessels. .It appeared to the Asama 
Maru's fishermen that the Soviet nets 
were small and that their trawling tech­
niques were not very advanc ed. The Ja­
panese reported that the Russians played 
music and waved in a very friendly fash­
ion when Japanese boats approached. 
(United States Embassy in Tokyo, June 19, 
1959.) 

CANNED FISH TO BE INCLUDED 
AGAIN IN BURMA REPARATIONS: 

It has been reported that the Burmese 
Government is seeking to have canned 
fish included in reparations goods this 
year for the third year. The Japanese 
F1,sheries Agency, Foreign Ministry, and 
Mmistry of International Trade are agree­
able if the quantity is about half of that 
supplied last year and the year before. 
Cha,nces are good that the matter will be 
dec1ded as SOon as a formal request is 
received from the Government of Burma. 

The problem is obtaining agreement 
between the sardine and mackerel -pike 
export packers. Last year the whole a­
mount was mackerel-pike, whereas the 
year before it was half mackerel-pike 
and half sardine. The sardine export 
packers association is determined to sup­
ply at least half of the shipments this 
~~ar. ,Alth.ough the current price of sar-

mes lS slIghtly higher than that of mack­
erel-Pike, it is thought that the Burmese 
can be induced to accept sardines if the 

Japanese can settle their differen s. 
The mackerel-pike canners do not hink, 
however, that the sardine canner Wll! g 
half of the order, in view of the pric ' dif­
ferential and that the entire quantity 
should be mackerel-pike, if the Bu rm s 
so desire. The mackerel-pike cann rs 
are already counting on fillmg the whol 
40,000-case quota with mackerel-pik'. 
(Nikkan Suisan Tsushin, June 5, 1959.) 

* * * * * 
TRADING COMPANIES OPPOSE RAI1T­
BOW TROUT CONTROL SYSTEM; 

The large Japanese company, whicn 
handles more than half of all rainbow 
trout exports to the United States, early 
in June called together representatives 
of seven trading companies to get their 
opinions on the problems of controlling 
trout exports and to make a start toward 
stabilizing prices. None of the seven 
companies showed any positi\'e interest 
in such controls. 

Because of excessive inventories and 
strong competition from Danish flSh, the 
export price of rainbow trout 1S at the 
low level of 32-33 U. S. cents c.Lf Tnited 
States. The large Japanese company 
wants to stabilize the market through an 
export-control formula, but the other 
traders are opposed on the grounds that 
unless the present situation of overpro­
duction is fundamentally corrected, such 
measures will be ineffective; unless over­
production is corrected, measures should 
be taken to increase exports rather han 
to restram them; if Japan imposes quan­
titative restrictions, only Denmark Will 

benefit. \:-Jikkan SUlsan Tsushm, Jun 9, 
1959.) 

* * * * * 
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the average, 51.2 perc nt was sp nt for 
expenses directly relat d to fishing and 
39.2 percent for living xpen s. 

Average expenditures for living x­
penses per family w I' 242,000 Y n 
(US$677), as compared with a figur > of 
382,000 yen (US$1, 07 0) found in a I' n 
survey of urban workers' famili s, but 
it was believed that fisherm n '. famlli 
receive a considerabl um' cord d in­
come in the form of good . The ~hizu­
oka fisherfolk wer found to !jav on th 
average 0.6 perc nt of th >ir mCOm 

Shizuoka ranks fourth among th pr -
fectures of Japan in total landings nd is 
the leading prefecture for tuna 1 ndings 
(Suisan Keizai Shimbun, Jun 14, 1959). 

* * * * * 
NORTH PACIFIC WHALDl'G TR D: 

The Japanese l. Torth PacdlC1aC'OI-y­
ship whaling season has tarted off \\ 11 

for the baleen whale fleet, but sperm 
whale catches are running slightly be­
hind last year. One of the whaling fleets, 
which began whaling on May 28, had taken 
up to June 15 a total of 222 blue-whale 
units, 87 more than last year at the same 
period. Humpback whales are reported 
especially abundant, and are averaging 
62.26 feet long, as compared with 61 feet 
last season. This fleet expected to reach 
its catch limit of 800 blue -whale units by 
mid - August, at the latest. 

grounds, WhICh ordinarily would be about 
270 miles off he coast a his season, 
are still within 200 miles of shore , the 

nited States Embassy in Tokyo repo r t ­
ed on June 19, 1959. 

* * * * * 
FISHERY NOTES FROr..l 
TRADE PRESS IN J E: 

A cold storage plant for tuna i s to be 
set up in Ceylon by a Japanes e -CeyloneSe 
company. 



September 1959 COMMERCIAL FISHERIES REVIEW 79 

Japan (Contd.): 

The Japanese Maritime Safety Board 
arrested 27 vessels in April and May for 
unlicensed tuna fishing. 

Taiwan is negotiating with the United 
States Government for a loan to build 
4 to 6 refrigerated tuna fishing boats of 
200-300 tons. 

The Japanese Export Tuna Canners 
Association has asked the Fisheries A­
gency to clamp down on direct exports 
of tuna to Cuba, transshipments from 
the Atlantic to the United States, and 
plans for canning tuna in Malaya, and 
has asked the Government to negotiate 
with the United States to set up a special 
Japanese quota within the United States 
canned -tuna -in - brine import II global 
quota." 

* * * * * 
AGAR-AGAR INDUSTRY TREND S: 

Prices in June 1959 on the internation­
al market for agar-agar continued high 
as the supply was short because of poor 

Table 1 - la~ anese AQar Production 1956-1959 
Year Natural AQar I Factory AQar 1 Total . . . . . (1,000 Lbs.) • . ... 
1959 .•.•... 3,670 800 4,466 
1958 ••••••• 3,666 550 4,511 
1957 •.•.•.. 3,961 650 4,038 
1956 •..•••• 3 388 n.a. n.a. 
n.a.=not vet available. 

production in Japan and Kore a. Last 
year's warm winter in those two coun­
tries, which are producers of natural 
agar for export, has a strongly adverse 
effect on production. In the case of Ja­
pan, the unusually warm weather during 
the producing season, which extends from 
December to March resulted in the pro­
dUction of considera'ble poor quality agar. 
As a result, total production in the 1958/59 
season was only 1,664 metric tons, 20 
percent less than the planned 1,910 tons. 
Korea also had a warm winter, and ac­
cording to trading company sources, that 
country's production, which in the past 
has been about 800,000 pounds, was only 
300,000-400,000 pounds. Because of this 
!harked drop in ~roduction, the price of 
natural agar, which had been as low as 
~S$1.15 a pound f.o.b. around the first of 
he year, rose sharply after the first of 

March and is now around US$1.45 per 
pound f.o.b. Japan. 

The Ministry of International Trade 
and Industry announced on May 28 that 
$400,000 in foreign exchange would be 
allocated for the importation of about 
330,000 pounds of Korean agar. Applica­
tions for foreign exchange were acc epted 
up to June 1, and qualifications for appli­
cants were: (1) Those who have exported 
$200,000 or more worth of agar between 
January 1, 1957, and the end of Decem­
ber 1958. (2) Those who imported at 
least $50,000 worth of agar during the 
same period. (3) Those who will reproc­
ess the imported agar into powder and 
re-export it. 

Before World War II agar was export­
ed to many countries of the world as a 
special product of Japan. Because the 
price of gelidium seaweed rose since the 
war, and because some of the former im­
porting countries started producing agar 
during the war when Japanese exports 
were cut off, exports from Japan have 
been declining year by year. 

Therefore, in recent years Japan has 
been importing comparatively cheap agar 
from Korea, reprocessing it, and re-ex­
porting it, as a policy designed to keep 
export markets. If exports die out, large 
quantities of agar will .be thrown on .the 
domestic market, leadmg to a drop m 
price, and the policy is also intended to 
prevent this. Hitherto the re~export t~a.de 
has been carried on by sorhng and flxmg 
up the Korean agar in bonded ware~lOuses, 
without paying duty, but because t.hlS h.as 
led to problems of quality, study IS ~emg 
given to mixing the impo.rted aga~ WIth 
some quantity of domeshc materIal and 
re-exporting it in powdered form. F.or 
this purpose $50,000 was ad?ed to thIS 
year's allocation as an experImental quota. 
(Suisan Keizai Shimbun, May 29, 1959.) 

Korea 

SHRIMP PRODUCTION AND FOREIGN TRADE : 
f h' in Korea in 1958 am:lUnted to 35.9 

Landings 0 S rlm~ t 746 6 million hwan (US$1,5 mU-
million poundS; ;t~:';lion p'ounds from the preceding 
lion), a drop o. 8 the average (33.0 million 
year. but about the 8~m:..: eriod 1954-1956. About 70 
pounds) for the thrdi~e y :ist of shrimp over 200 count 
percent of the Ian ngs con 
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Table 1 - Korea's Landings of Shrimp and Exports of 
Dried Shrimp, 1954-1958 

Year Landings Exports 

1,000 
Lbs. 

US$ 
1,000 

1,000 
Lbs. 

US$ 
1,000 

1958 • . • . • . • 3,592 1,493 21 13 
1957 • . . . • . . 5,658 1,686 701 90 
1956 . • . . • • . 3,786 1,451 30 17 
1955 • . . • • • • 3,113 935 168 51 
1954 • • • • . • . 3,049 935 190 59 
Note; Values converted at rate 0 500 hwan equal US 1. 

to the pound (1/4-inch in length), 20 percent shrimp 100-
200 per pound, and the balance less than 100 shrimp to 
the pound. The smallest shrimp are brined and dried for 
the domestic trade and for export. Only those shrimp of 
the size 100 count or less are frozen for export. 

Exports up to 1958 were practically all dried shrimp. 
except for some shipments (48 tons in 1954) of fresh 
shrimp to Japan. Although no data on fresh shrimp ship­
ments have been maintained since 1954, it is believed 
this small-scale trade continues. The exports of dried 
shrimp between 1954 and 1958 varied between a high of 
318 metric tons in 1957 to a low of 9.5 tons in 1958. In 
1958. the first shipments of frozen shrimp were made 
to the United States--129.000 pounds valued at US$73,400. 
In the first three months of 1959, 18.000 pounds of frozen 
shrimp were exported and it is estimated that shipments 
through April 1959 totaled 30.000 pounds. The develop­
ment of a frozen shrimp export trade has been aided by 
the United States International Cooperation Administra­
tion Mission to K orea. 

The United States is the only country to which Korea 
ships frozen s hrimp. (United States Embassy in Seoul, 
June 5, 1959.) 

UNITED ST ATE S LOAN FOR 
SMALL BUSINESS 
INCLUDES F ISHING INDUSTRY: 

The Unit ed States Government on 
July 9, 195 9, announ c ed that the Develop­
ment L oan Fund has given basic approval 
and commit ment of funds for a loan of 
US$5 million to the Korea Reconstruction 
Bank, owned by the Government of Korea, 
to help finance loans to small private en­
terprises for the fore ign exchange costs 
of machinery, equipme nt, and services. 
Details of the loan agreement are to be 
negotiated. 

Fishing is included among the princi­
pal industries which the Bank expects to 
help with the funds. 

Mexico 

MERIDA SHRIMP FISHERY 
TRENDS, JUNE 1959: 

The financial crisis which the shrimp 
industry of the Campeche area faced at 
the end of the first quarter of 1959 has 
been partially, but not totally, relieved. 
The relief came primarily from the lift­
ing of the three-months ban on the catch­
ing of white shrimp. Since the ban was 
lifted on June 1, 1959, production, while 
not spectacular, has been better than the 
average for the previous six months. If 
the present volume of production should 
continue, it would go far in relieving the 
indebtedness which has been crippling 
the boat owners. 

Financial help has been sought from 
the Nacional Financiera in Mexico City 
which sent a representative to study fi­
nancial conditions. The press reported 
that the representative left Campeche 
with a favorable report and that he in­
dicated that the loans, totaling five mil­
lion pesos (US$400,000), requested by the 
Campeche boat owners, would probably 
be granted, the United States Consul in 
Merida reported on June 30, 1959. 

* * * * * 
NEW FISH MEAL PLANT 
EST ABLISHED IN CARMEN: 

A fish meal plant has been completed 
in Carmen and the latest modern equip­
ment has been installed. The plant has 
purchased two fishing boats and expects 
to catch at least 80 tons of fish a day-­
the minimum needed to break even. Sur­
veys conducted in the area with the help 
of experts from the United States indi­
cate that this quantity of fish is available. 
The plant's operations, however, are bog­
ged down at the moment by Government 
red tape regarding the registration of the 
boats and import tariffs on them (United 
States Consulate in Merida, June 30,1959). 

Morocco 

SARDINE VESSELS STOP FISHING: 
The owners of the Moroccan sardine 

fishing fleet of Safi on June 11 stopped 
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sending out their vessels to the fishing 
banks. They gave two reasons for their 
action. First, the sardine canneries have 
practically ceased working because of 
the surplus of unsold sardines on hand, 
estimated at 1. 2 million cases. Second, 
they claim that the Fisherman's Union 
(Federation des Marins - Pecheurs) has 
insisted on naming the master fisherman 
on each ship while the owners insist on 
retaining the right to hire their own mas­
ters. The union has denied that it has 
attempted to name the master fishermen 
and says this is only an additional excuse 
for the owners to stop fishing. The num­
ber of vessels idle is about 120, employ­
ing over 2,500 fishermen. The Minister 
of Labor is trying personally to solve 
the work stoppage. One avenue being ex­
plored is the possibility of temporary 
subsidies to canneries, according to a 
June 18 report from the United States 
Embassy in Rabat. 

Netherlands 

FROGMEN STUDY 
TRAWL- NET FISHING: 

Working with the Netherlands Institute 
for Fishery Research at Ijmuiden, Dutch 
frogmen for the first time have observed 
the reac tion of fish along the sea bed as 
they are caught in the nets of a trawler. 
The study was carried out on the sea 
bottom by four amateur frogmen, at a 
depth of between 50-60 feet, 12 miles 
northwest of Ijmuiden on the Dutch coast. 

The most surprising result of the study, 
according to the Institute, was the dis ­
covery that about 20 percent of the fish 
caught escape through the meshes when 
the trawl is drawn up from the sea bed. 
The frogmen also reported that flatfish 
dld not move until the trawl was only a­
bout six inches away and then swam up­
ward~ to try to keep ahead of the net. 
The flsh usually gave up this effort after 
about 30 seconds. 

th OWing to the succ ess of the tests and 
the amount of study material produced. by 
f em, plans are now being made to tram 
rogmen for work exclusively with the 

Institute during which underwater cam­
eras will be used. (United States Embas­
sy at The Hague, June 25, 1959.) 

~ 

Norway 

FISHERIES PROJECT IN 
INDIA TO BE CONTINUED: 

The Norwegian press on June 1, 1959, 
reported that the Norwegian Parliament 
had voted a five million kroner (about 
US$700,OOO) grant for the Indo-Norwegian 
Fisheries Project in Kerala State near 
Quilon. This grant is for the ye,ar 1959/60. 
A similar grant of five million kroner 
was voted this time last year for 1958/59. 

A four-hour debate is reported to have 
preceded the voting, when opposition mem­
bers spoke against the a p pro p ria t ion . 
They preferred to cancel the allotment 
for the fisheries project in Kerala and to 
increase instead the Norwegian contribu­
tion to the United Nations special fund for 
technical and economic development. The 
Norwegian Foreign Minister who visited 
the project in Kerala in November last 
year stated, according to the press re­
port, that "we cannot let ,our efforts be 
transferred to the United Nations organ 
until our work has reached a conclusion 
we can be satisfied with." 

A prototype boat developed ~ India by ~ood and Agricul­
ture Organization naval archItects. TIus boat was de-, 
veloped to replace catamarans, used by thousands offish­
ennen in India along stretches of surfbeaten coasts WIth 
no harbors. 

Earlier reports which originated from 
Oslo and appeared in the local press stated 
that the Foreign Affairs Committee of the 
Norwegian Parliment presented a report 
on the progress of the Project, dat~d 
May 27, 1959. The Indo-Norwe~Ian FIsh­
eries Project in Kerala, accordmg to 
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this report, has achieved "valuable results" 
in the face of considerable difficulties. 
There had been success in all sectors of 
the project: fishing, water supply, and 
health. But the report also indicated sev­
eral " setbacks, II including a lack of motor 
boats for inshore fishing and boats built of 
Norwegian timber were damaged by Ma­
rine borers, the United States Consulate 
in Madras, India, reported on June 15,1959. 

Pakistan 

FISHING EQUIPMENT IMPORTED 
THROUGH COOPERATIVES EXEMPT 
FROM DUTY AND SALES TAX: 

On April 12, 1959, the Pakistan Central 
Board of Revenue with the sanction of the 
Central Government in a press release an­
nounced the exemption of certain fishing 
requisites from Customs duty and sales 
tax if imported through the Karachi Fish­
ermen 's Cooperative Purchase and Sale 
Society, Ltd., Karachi; and in the case of 
East Pakistan if imported through the 
Director of Fisheries, East Pakistan. 

Dried shark is produced in Pakistan for export to other Ori­
ental countries. Pakistanis prefer fresh fish. 

The ad valorem rates of duty normally 
charged for some of these items (all sub­
ject to a ten percent sales tax in addition 
to duty) are: marine Diesel engines and 
spare parts, 10 percent; nylon ropes, 30 

percent; nylon twine, 37t percent; coir 
ropes, 36 percent; fish hooks, 80 percent; 
spongex floats, 60 percent (from United 
Kingdom, 50 percent); navigational instru­
ments, 60 percent (from United Kingdom, 
50 percent); and lead sinkers, 40 percent. 

The Central Board of Revenue, Minis ­
try of Finance, stated that although no of­
ficial notification regarding exemption 
from Customs duty on the above items 
has been issued, executive instructions 
setting forth the procedures for granting 
the exemptions have been forwarded to 
the Customs authorities. 

An official of the Pakistan Department 
of Fisheries stated that the International 
Cooperation Administration authorities 
had requested exemption from Customs 
duty sometime ago. The same official 
stated that the Karachi Fishermen's Co­
operative generally takes care of about 
95 percent of the requirements of fish­
ermen in Karachi. This Cooperative gen ­
erally obtains import licenses on the ba­
sis of recommendations made by the Pak­
istan Central Fisheries Department. For 
the last three years or so the fishing com­
munity has been purchasing its require ­
ments from the Cooperative. While fish ­
ing requisites could come in under the 
operations of the Export Bonus Scheme, 
such imports, in view of the above exec­
utive order granting exemptions, could 
certainly not compete with the Karachi 
Fishermen's Cooperative Society. 

The same official in the Pakistan Cen­
tral Fisheries Department stated that 
they have urged the Central Board of Rev­
enue to grant Customs exemptions for all 
items imported by the Fisheries Depart­
ment under the Colombo Plan, ICA assist­
ance pro g ram, and other foreign aid 
programs. (United States Embass y in 
Karachi, May 15, 1959.) 

* * * * * 
FREEZING AND PROCESSING 
PLANTS BEING BUILT: 

Only two firms, both located in Kara­
chi, are now engaged in the export of f.ro­
zen and canned shrimp. One firm malll­
tains a plant having a freezing capa?i.t~ 
of 4t tons daily, and cold -storage faclhtles 
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of 40 tons capacity. The other firm has 
a freezing capacity of 6 tons daily, and 
cold-storage facilities of 1,250 tons ca­
pacity. Both companies have expressed 
an interest in expanding their operations 
through United States investment partici­
pation. 

Two additional plants, both in Karachi, 
are scheduled for completion in January 
1960. These companies also are inter­
ested in American investment participa­
tion. 

Dried shrimp shells ground and bagged for use as fertilizer . 
Produced in Pakistan for export to Ceylon. 

The Bay of Bengal in East Pakistan 
reportedly offers an excellent potential 
for the development of a fishing industry . 
• '0 freezing and cold -storage plants are 
operating in East Pakistan at present; 
however, two are under construction. 
The first, located at Chalna, will have a 
freezing capacity of 5 tons daily, and 
~old- torage facilities of 200 tons capac­
Ity. The second at Chittagong, will be 

ble 0 freeze 2{ tons daily and store 50 
'on 

Philippines 

o o. 3 111 

cases ( 9.05) 

case 
To encourage the further developmen 

of he fi hing industry, the Government 
of Pakis an is prepared to grant certain 
COnee sion 0 investors establishing new ca 
n rpri es, and/or collaborating \\1 h 

I l~ firm . Among other ,thes 111-

loans hrough the Pakis an Indus-
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It appears that as a result of negotia ­
tions, the Japanese canned fish bids ac ­
cepted at the purchase on May 8 have 
been increased to 23,000 cases each for 
o NO.1 and o. 3's, and to 19,400 cas e s 
for buffet cans. (Nikkan Suisan Tsu s hin, 
June 2 & 4, 1959.) 

Portuga l 

CANNED FISH EXPORTS, 
JANUARY-MARCH 1959: 

Portugal's exports of canned fish dur ­
ing January-March 1959 amounted to 
17,018 metric tons (937,000 cases), v al­
ued at US$8. 7 million, as compared wit h 
12,000 tons, valued at US$6.8 million, fo r 
the same period in 1958 . Sardines in 
olive oil exported during the first 3 month s 
of 1959 amounted to 12,543 tons, valu ed 
at US$6.2 million. 

Table 1 - Portu uese Canned Fish Exports Jan. -Mar. 1959 
f-____ ----.::.Species llano -Mar . 1959 

Metric US$ 
Tons 1, 000 

Sardines in olive oil • . . . . . • .• 12,543 6,158 
Sardine & sardinelike fish in brine 509 102 
Tuna & tunalike fish in olive oil . 609 443 

chovy filletli. . . . . . 1, 593 1,134 
ckerel in olive oil . • 1, 36 1 664 

Other fish. . . . .----'--.!......:.-'-.:......!.-!-=----=-.....:......h-.;-:40~3r__if_~1:;:.5i:_4 
o tal • • • . ,----,--..!... --,-,,--,--!-!''--'-..' -,-,-,-,1,-,-7..>.:0,,"1~ !l--,----,8=-"6",,,55:<....1 

During January-March 1959, the lead­
ing canned fish buyer was Germany with 
4,114 tons (valued at US$2 . 0 million), fo l ­
lowed by Italy with 1,984 tons (valued at 
' S$1.1 million), the United States with 

1,527 tons (valued at US$1. 1 mill ion), 
Great Britain with 1,497 tons (valued at 
J $712,000), and Belgium-Luxembou r g 

with 1,-171 tons (valued at US$719,0 00). 
Exports to the nited States includ ed 80 3 
tons of anchovies, 45 tons of tuna, 64 5 
tons of sardines, and 18 tons of mack erel. 
( 'ons rvas de Peixe, May 1959. ) 

,~**** 

ISH PACK, 
tAR 11 1959: 

c-..- pack of canned fish for Janu-
959 amounted to 4,286 me t ­
om par d with 3,921 ton s for 

dod in 1958. Cann d sar d ines 

Table 1 - Portuquese Canned Fish Pack Jan. -Mar. 1959 

Product 

~ <2!,ive oW 
Sardines. • •. •• .. 
Sardinelike fish 
Anchovy filletli 
Tuna •.•.. 
Mackerel •. 
Other species 

Total •.. 
.!JNet weight . 

Metric 1,000 
Tons.Y Cases 

1,907 
4 

203 
1,829 

4 
340 

4 287 

100 

7 
182 

17 
306 

in oil (1,907 tons) accounted for 44.5per­
c ent of the January-March 1959 total pack, 
lowe r by 4.4 percent than the pack of 1,994 
tons fo r the same period of 1958, the May 
195 9 Conservas de Peixe reports. 

SA RDINE FLEET SAILS AFTER 
SETTLEMENT OF CONTRACT DISPUTE: 

The Portuguese sardine fishing fleet 
at Matosinhos put to sea on June 21, 1959, 
following the settlement on June 20 of a 
l ong-sta nding dispute between the ship 
own e rs a nd fishermen. Under the new 
agree ment the crewmen of the small mo­
tor v essels will receive a percentage 
s hare of the gross value of the catches 
ba s ed on a sliding scale. The new con­
trac t provides that the fishermen will re­
ceive a minimum of 32 percent of a fif­
teen - d ay catch valued at US$1,050 or 
l e ss - - the percentage increasing propor­
t i on atel y t o a maximum of 40 percent for 
cat ches v alued at more than US$7, 000. 

Acc ording to press reports the first 
d ay ' s fi shin g was successful, fine fish 
being land ed and v alue d at about US$20,400. 
(United State s Embass y dispatch from 
L i sbon, dated June 25, 1959.) 

-South -West-Africa 

FISH ERY L ANDINGS 
AND P RODUCTION , 1958: 

During 1958 the fishing industry of 
Sou th - We s t Africa generally maintained 
it s cat c h a t t he lev el of previous years. 
The p r oduct ion of canned fish set a rec­
ord . Unfavorable weather, however, 
caus ed a s ubstantial r eduction in the stock 
of spiny or r ock lobster catch, although 
l and ings improv ed c onsiderably in the 
fi r st m 0 nt h s of th e pre s e 11 t season. 
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Table 1 - South-West Africa Landings and Productl> of 
Principal Fisheries 195 8 

Productl> Produced.!.! 
Fishery Landings Frozen Canned ,I Fish Fish 

Meal Bodv Oil 
Short 1, 000 1,000 Short Short 

~: Tons Lbs . Lbs . Tons Tons 
Pilchard .• 252 , 556 - 112,845 46,200 11 ,85 8 
Spiny lobster 4 ,449 1,777 430 941 -
Snoek . .• 1,682 - - - -
White fish 1 648 - - - -
~: 

250, 757 85,676 Pilchard . . - 46, 768 10,793 
Spiny lobster 8,434 1, 374 1,808 1,685 -
Snoek •.. 3, 125 - - - -
White fish . 2 066 - - -

U Product weight. 

(The South African Sh ipp ing News and 
FTshii1gTrldustry Review, May 1959.) 

Spain 

VIGO FISHERIES TREND S, 
APRIL-JUNE 1959: 

Fish Exchange : L and ings of f ish in 
the April-June 1959 qu arter at t h e Vigo 
Fish Exchange total ed 15,165 metr ic t ons , 
an increase of 68 t ons over the preced ­
ing quarter and up 3, 002 tons .from the 
same period in 1958. Small hake and 
horse macke r e l were the leading s p ec i es 
landed at Vigo E xch ange in the April -
June 1959 pe riod . T h e 1959 sardine sea­
Son opened on April 15 and landings in 
May amounted to 587 tons as compa r ed 
with 442 tons in May 1958. However, 
June 1959 l andings were lower by 319 
tons from th e 524 tons landed in June 1958. 
The albacore tuna fishing season was off 
to a good start in June this year wit h 661 
tons sold Over the Vigo Exchange - -only 
169 tons passed throu gh the exc h ange in 
June 1958. But low prices for a lbacore 
t~na because of light demand were con ­
~ldered too low by the fishermen fo r prof­
Itable fishing. Fishermen are re c om­
mending the export of frozen albacore be 
studied as an alt e rna tive to selling to 
Spanish canners. 

The April - June 195 9 l and ings we r e 
valued at US$4,086 000 (at th e officia l 
rat f ' e o US$1.00=42 p e s etas ) about 5 per -
cent b ' a ove the v alu e fo r the prec eding 
~arter and 30.7 percent higher than for 

e second quarter of 1958. Albacore ex -

v esse l prices averaged 10 U .S. cents a 
pound in June th i s year. The much lower 
ex - v ess e l price for this June was attri­
but.ed t o the h eavy inventory of canned 
whlte m e at tuna carried over from the 
1958 s eason. 

Fish Ca nning and Processing: Fish 
bough t fo r canning in April-June this year 
amounted to 1, 656 tons--up 1,073 tons 
f r om the J anuary- March 1959 quarter and 
300 tons over the same quarter in 1958. 
The better l andings of albacore tuna at 
l ower ex-vessel prices helped the can­
ners off t o a good start for the packing 
of wh ite meat tuna. But, the drop in land­
ings of sardines in June this year was the 
caus e of some worry to the canners. Ol­
ive oil was plentiful and reasonably priced, 
but tin pl ate stocks were limited to a two 
mon th s supply as the quarter ended. 

Fis h Meal: In early April, the Econ­
omic Council of the Fisheries Byproducts 
group of the National Fisheries Syndicate 
met to discuss the production of fish meal. 
Because of the continued demand for fish 
meal, the Council decided that import 
licenses for fish meal would not be grant­
ed until the Syndicate certifies that the 
national production cannot meet the de­
mand. It is estimated that Spain consumes 
about 40,000 tons of fish meal yearly 
while Spanish production is about 30,000 
tons. Plant capacity is sufficient to proc­
ess more than this total, but the supply of 
raw material is inadequate. In 1958 it 
was estimated that 2,160 tons of fish meal 
were imported to partially make up the 
deficit in the supply of fish meal. 

Exports of Canned Fish: Export li­
censes for exports of canned and salted 
fish in 1958 totaled 28,320 tons. Impor­
tant items exported in 1958 included 822 
tons of canned sardines in oil, 1,358 tons 
of canned anchovies in oil, 9,733 tons of 
salted anchovies, 1,310 tons of canned 
tuna in oil and brine, 1,526 tons of canned 
bonito in oil, and 12,200 tons of dried fish. 
Although exports of all fishery products 
rose about 25 percent from 1957 to 1958, 
canned fish exports were lower. The> drop 
in exports of canned fish was due to se­
vere competition from Japan, Port~gal, 
and Yugoslavia, increasing compe lilon 
from Morocco, and the devel?pment of a 
s trong fish canning industry m Pe~u. Ex­
ports of canned albacore to the Gm ed 
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States were up about 19 percen t in 1958 
from the preceding year. Canners we re 
worried about the continu ing d ecline in 
the exports of anchovie s in oil - - 1958 
exports of this item were down 35 per ­
cent from the 1956 exports . 

In 1958, Italy was Spain' s principal 
customer for canned and dried fishe r y 
products with imports of 8,794 tons, 
followed by the Belgium Congo with 
8,043 tons, French East and West Africa 
2,379 tons, and Ghana with 1, 18 6 tons. 
The United States with imports of 1, 01 3 
tons was Spain's sixth best customer in 
a list of about 53 countries that imported 
canned and dried fish in 1958. 

Exports of fishery products other th an 
canned and salted fish (includes live, fresh, 
frozen, iced, agar-agar, and some by­
products) amounted to 1,646 tons in 195 8 . 

Imports of Fishery Products: In 1958 
out of a totaTof 22,520 tons imported un­
der import licenses, 18,346 tons were salt 
cod, 2,160 tons were fish meal, and 860 
tons were fish oil. 

The Canners' Group of the National 
Fisheries Syndicate, as a result of a 
study, has recommended the following 
measures to increase exports: 

A. To those countries which have 
been habitual importers of Spanis h can­
ned fish: 

(1) Raise the export premium 
from 8 pesetas to 13 pes etas on th e 
dollar, i.e., 55 pesetas for the dollar. 

(2) Eliminate minimum sales 
prices established by the Govern ­
ment. 

(3) Increase foreign reserve hold­
ings of exporters from 20 t o 5 0 pe r ­
cent. 

(4) All foreign exchange produced 
to be converted and carried as a pe ­
seta account from which export li­
censes could be requested . 

(5) Automatic conces s ion of li­
censes by regional delegate s of c om-

merce with 50 percent of exchange 
earnings devoted to the needs of the 
canners and related industries. 

B. Global exports to non-habitual 
consume rs of Spanish -canned fish: 

(1) One -time offer to the United 
Sta tes of 30,000-50,000 cases of white 
meat canned tuna in brine. 

(2) Study of similar operations in 
canned a n chovies for export to the U­
nited Sta tes and canned sardines to 
easte rn Europe. 

With th e d ev a lua tion of the peseta in 
Jul y, t h e exporters of canned fish found 
mo st of thei r rec ommendations automati­
cally accepted. Of c ourse, the proces­
sors will have t o p a y fo r imports at the 
devalued r a te , but on the whole the de­
valuation of th e peseta should be benefi­
cial to the fish-proc essing industry. 

Fis hing Industry Loans: A loan passed 
in Decembe r 1957 contained a provision 
for granting c redits of about 250 mil­
lion pe s etas (a bout US$6 million at rate 
of 4 2 p e set as e qual US$l) over a three­
year period for c onstruction of fishing 
ve s sels and loans to processors. No 
provision w a s made to implement the 
l oan by e sta blishing the funds needed for 
the loan program. Another loan has been 
proposed to establish a credit of 1,000 
m illion pes etas (about US$2 3.1 million) 
for r eh a bilitation of the fishing fleet over 
a fiv e-year period. Fishing vessel own­
ers are now p e ssimistic about the pass­
age of this loan due to the Government's 
campa ign to decrease spending. 

Greenland Territorial Waters: Sev­
e r a l fi she ry publications have expressed 
a larm a t the prospects of Denmark ex­
t ending its territorial waters in Green­
l and a s it did in the Faroe Islands. Be­
caus e Spanish fishing vessels were shut 
off from Ic eland and the Faroe Islands, 
they have be en concentrating off the 
shore s of Greenland and Newfoundland. 
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Sweden 

LOAN FUND FOR 
FISHERMEN INCREASED: 

The Swedish Riksdag recently made 
5 million crowns (US$965,000) available 
for loans to fishermen in addition to the 
3,8 million crowns (US$7 33,000) which 
have been placed in the loan fund for the 
present fiscal year. 

Special provisions apply regarding 
the supplementary loans, sinc e these 
funds have been granted to assist the 
smaller shipyards specializing in the con­
struction of fishing boats, which other­
wise would be without work. Therefore, 
loans are only granted for the acquisi­
tion of, or rebuilding of fishing boats, or 
for the installation of new motors. 

The final regulations governing the 
loans are not yet available, but it is 
stated they will include the following 
terms: 

The maximum loan total is SKr. 150,000 
(US$28,9 50), however, loans for acquisi­
tion of new fishing boats may not exceed 
80 percent of the purchase price. 

The loan is available when the boat 
has been delivered, rebuil t, or provided 
with a new engine and when a classifica­
tion company has furnished a certificate 
of approval, or when the borrower in 
some other way presents evidence that 
the boat is in the condition that was stip­
ulated when the loan was granted . 

The loans are free from amortization 
or interest for two years and must there­
after be repaid within 10 years, with equal 
payments each year plus interest. Upon 
:he expiration of the interest -free period, 
lnterest is paid at the rate of 4.25 per­
cent. 

,Su7'eties in the form of mortgages with 
prlOflty rights shall be executed. With 
regard to loans granted for acquisition 
~f new fishing boats, the mortgages shall 

OVer at least the amount · of the loan 
gr~nted, while mortgages for loans cov­
enng rebuilding of fishing boats or in­
~~allation of new engines, shall be within 
f percent of the actual value of the boat 

a ter the improvement. 

The fishing boat shall be insured a­
gainst partial damage as well as total loss 
at a value determined by the Fisheries 
Board. In certain cases the Fisheries 
Board may authorize the owner to stand 
a self-risk of 10 percent of the insurance 
value in case of total loss and 20 percent 
in case of other damage. 

Other terms are as follows: 

Extensive alteration of the fishing boat 
is subject to prior approval by the Fish­
eries Board. 

Sureties shall be valid for the borrow­
er's total obligations against the loan 
fund. 

The Fisheries Board has the right to 
arrange for a surveyor valuation of the 
boat during the loan period. 

Charges for such surveys or valua­
tions, or mortgage arrangement shall be 
paid by the borrower. 

The Fisheries Board shall be inform­
ed immediately of any change of the own­
ership of the boat. 

It is the responsibility of the insurance 
company to give the appropriate govern­
mental authority notice before taking any 
action to change or cancel the insurance 
on a boat at the request of the owner. 

Tunisia 

EIGHT TRAWLERS 
PURCHASED IN IT AL Y: 

On July 15 the Director of the Tunisian 
National Office- of Fisheries returned from 
Italy where he awarded contracts for the 
building of four modern trawlers whi~h 
eventually will be operated by the OfflCe 
of Fisheries. The trawlers are expec,ted 
to be completed early in 1960. In addl­
tion, four second-hand trawlers were 
bought. 

The purchase of the trawle~s i.s part 
of a United States Oversea.s M1SSlOn­
sponsored project for the lmprovement 
of the Tunisian fishing fIe e t. The new 
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Italian craft will be commanded initially 
by skilled, foreign (but not necessarily 
Italian) officers who will teach Tunisian 
apprentices how to run the vessels. It 
is estimated that with good maintenance 
the total annual catch of the four vessels 
will be about 750 metric tons, which will 
increase the present total Tunisian trawl­
er catch of 2,500 tons annually by almost 
a third. 

* * * * * 
TUNA CANNERY TO REPLACE 
PORTUGUESE LABOR: 

Portuguese labor at the tuna cannery 
of Sidi Daoud on the northwest shore of 
the Cap Bon peninsula, Tunisia, will be 
replaced next year by Tunisian workers, 
~ccording to the deputy director of the 
cannery. 

The cannery employs between 400 and 
500 men and women during the tuna -fish­
ing season which lasts from about May 1 
until the middle of July. Until last year 
about 80 of these workers were Portu­
guese women whose skill in packing tuna 
into cans made the payment of their pass­
age from Portugal worthwhile. This year 
only 20 Portuguese women were em­
ployed' and an attempt was made to teach 
Tunisian women the necessary skills 
without much success. However, in spite 
of the amount offish that may be wasted, 
the cannery intends to employ only Tuni­
sian women next year. 

The cannery also employs two Spanish 
captains who command the vessels which 
tow smaller boats out to the tuna traps 
in the bay of Tunis. They, too, come only 
for the season, but it is unlikely that they 
will be replaced by Tunisian captains. 

The replacement of Potuguese labor­
ers by Tunisians and the employment of 
large numbers of workers by this plant, 
which cans most of the 900 metric tons 
of raw tuna taken each year in Tunisian 
waters, is in keeping with Tunisian policy 
to spread available work as widely as 
possible. However, wages and a large 
labor force have priced the products of 
this plant out of the French market, and 
sales of canned tuna, tuna roe, and other 
products now are almost exclusively to 

the Tunisian market . The average labor­
er earns 500 millimes a day (about US$1.19) 
and the average fishermen 1,000 millimes 
(about US$2.38) a day, according to a U­
nited States Embassy dispatch (July 1, 
1959) from Tunis. 

Uganda 

NYLON NETS AND MECHA IZATION 
DOUBLE FISH CATCH: 

The introduction of nylon nets and out­
board motors to the fisheries in the lakes 
of Uganda, which was started late in 1953, 
has already resulted in doubling the fish 
catch, which now amounts to some 48,500 
metric tons a year. 

"There are now more than 1,200 out­
board motors installed in the fishing c raft 
of the Uganda lakes," stated a Food and 
Agriculture Organization (FAO) expert, 
when he returned to F AO Headquarters 
after a year in Uganda surveying the fi sh 
marketing situation in the country. "This 
development has taken place largely as 
the result of the work of the ganda Game 
and Fisheries Department and with no di­
rect financial aid from the Government," 
he stated. 

As a result of the FAO survey, the 
Government organized eight pilot projects, 
financed by the African Trade Develop­
ment Fund. These projects include set­
ting up primary fish markets, retail and 
wholesale markets with storage facilities, 
and in three remote places fish storage 
facilities with a shop attached to each to 
supply fishe rmen with equipment and ma­
terial. 

The FAO expert also proposed to the 
government that "feeder" roads should 
be built to give access to remote parts 
of the lakes to open up the fishing. The 
government has allocated £10,000 
(US$2 8,000) to build such a road to the 
southern end of Lake Albert, which is 
rich in fish. 

"I found a flourishing fishery in Ugan­
da," concluded the F AO expert, "and I 
am sure it will continue to expand rapid-
1y once a few marketing and distribution 
bottlenecks are cleared away." eM P;;S is 
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Unign of South Africa 

EXPORTS OF MARINE OILS, 1958: 
In 1958 more than 4.2 million Imper­

ial gallons of marine oils were exported 
by the Union of South Africa. The exports 
by type of product were as follows: fish­
body oil, 3,800,631 gallons; fish-liver 
oil {includes concentrated oil), 211,587 
gallons; whale oil, 211,304 gallons; and 
other marine - animal oils, 5,043 gallons. 

U.S.S.R. 

WHALING SUPER­
FACTORYSHIP COMPLETED: 

According to foreign news reports, 
the U.S.S.R. has completed the 40,000-
ton whaling super-factoryship Sovietska­
ya Ukraina at the port of Nikolaev on the 
Black Sea. It is further reported that 
work has begun on a second factoryship 
of the same tonnage cl as s. (Nikkan Sui-
san Tsushin, June 15, 1959.) -

United Kingdom 

IMPORTS OF CALIFORNIA 
CANNED SARDINES OPPOSED 
BY BRITISH COMMITTEE: 

The committee of the Cornwall Sea 
Fisheries decided during a meeting at 
Trur o, to approach all members of 
Parliament in Cornwall and ask for their 
SUpport to stop imports of California 
canned sardines or pilchards. 

The chairman said that the proposed 
l~po.rtation might well result "in the ex­
hnctlOn of the Cornish pilchard indus­
try. II He pointed out that there was al­
ready heavy imports of South African 
canned pilchards coming into the coun­
~~r tariff free and in unrestricted quan-
1 les under Commonwealth preference, 
a~d a small yearly quota of £30,000 
( 8$84,000) worth was coming from Ja­
~~: "N?w there is every indication that 
. llforman pilchards are to be allowed 
~~~o .this country. Further imports of 
. elgn canned pilchards can only cause lrr t . 
f' e nevable damage to the pilchard 
lshermen of Cornwall and will also , 

endanger the possible success of the 
White Fish Authority's scheme to revive 
the pilchard industry." 

The chairman then went on to say that 
on one side research into fishing meth­
ods was being made, with efforts to im­
prove the industry, which had for a long 
time been fighting a desperate battle, 
and on the other, the Government was in­
creasing the competing imports. It did 
not make sense. He concluded by saying 
that the California imports could easily 
undercut the home product in price, and 
pilchards were the mainstay of the Corn­
ish fishing industry (Fishing News, June 5, 
1959). --

* * * * * 
PLAN FOR DEVELOPMENT OF 
Prr,CHARD INDUSTRY INITIATED: 

Development plans of the British White 
Fish Authority for the Cornish pilchard 
industry were set in motion at Truro late 
in May with the first meeting of the Pil­
chard Industry Development Management 
Committee . 

Set up by the White Fish Authority, 
the new committee consists of represent­
atives from the Authority, the Ministry 

, of Agriculture, Fisheries, and Food, 
Cornwall Sea Fisheries Committee, the 
fishermen, and canners. 

During the meeting, the chairman, who 
is chief executive of the White Fish Au­
thority' announced that agreement had 
been reached on a program in outline. 

"We think it will enable us to carry 
out the main objectives of finding out 
where the pilchards are, when they can 
be found and in what quantities, and we 
have to go on to plan the broad outlin~ of 
the programme for a development umt 
for putting the production programme 
into operation," he said. 

The catching and processing vessel 
would be a multipurpose fishing craft 
rather larger than the normal fishing 
boats in order to accommodate the addI­
tional scientific gear and extra nets. 

Before the next meeting estimates w~ll 
be drawn up of the capital costs of eq~llp­
ping the development unit, toge her WIth 
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an estimate of the operation cost. The 
White Fish Authority, the sponsoring 
organization, will also make plans on 
how the money needed will be raised 
(Fishing News, June 5, 1959). 

* * * * * 
TECHNOLOGIST PREDICTS THAT 
FUTURE TRAWLERS WILL BE 
EQUIPPED WITH FREEZERS: 

At the open day held at the Scottish 
Torry Research Station in Aberdeen, 
Scotland, on June 15, the superintendent 
of the station said he could see new meth­
ods coming along in a few years I time 
which would solve the problems of glut 
and scarcity in the fishing industry. With 
quality control and testing, batch -pro­
duction techniques would be adopted, 
and, he said, "even small-scale mech­
anization might be expected in the treat­
ment of fish." 

The most significant proposal in this 
direction was undoubtedly the develop­
ment of the 11 semi -freezer" trawler, in 
which high speed would be relegated to 
second place, and the space and capital 
outlay thus saved devoted to better stow­
age and more processing plant. In this 
way the voyage of a trawler of 185-190 
feet might be extended by several days, 
with a higher proportion of better quality 
fish on landing at the end of the voyage. 

Basing the estimates on the Northern 
Wave experiments of 1956, where it was 
found that whole headless sea-frozen cod 
was equal in quality to very fresh iced 
fish, the sponsors of the scheme con­
clude that it would still be necessary to 
stow a considerable proportion - -up to 
two-thirds--of the fish at ice-tempera­
ture, because there still would not be 
sufficient space to freeze the whole catch. 

The frozen part of the catch would, on 
the average, represent the extension of 
stay on the fishing grounds as compared 
with the normal voyage, and the iced fish 
would be equal to the normal catch. The 
average quality of landings would certain-
1y be higher. 

The advantages of this design of trawl­
er are that it is no larger or costlier 

than existing vessels and fewer vessels 
are needed, but the extension of the voy­
age is moderate, and the thawed fish can 
be handled by the trade in the same way 
as iced fish. 

Among a number of interesting dem-
0nstrations which would be of value in 
handling the frozen portion of frozen-at­
sea fish was one concerned with the thaw­
ing-out of frozen fish; a di -electric thaw­
ing technique has recently been developed 
which reduces the thawing time of herring 
from the present 12 hours to 15 minutes. 
Large blocks of frozen cod take at pres­
ent up to three days to thaw, but by the 
new process complete thawing can be ob­
tained in 75 minutes. 

A logical development, using this new 
technique, would be the establishment of 
thawing stations in main centers of dis­
tribution, such as London, Manchester, 
and Birmingham, to which hard -frozen 
fish could be sent for storage and subse­
quent thawing to -provide sea -fresh fish 
(Fish Trades Gazette, June 20, 1959). 

*;'c*** 

TRAWLER OWNERS AGREE TO 
SUPPLY FISH FOR SOVIET CONTRACT: 

The British distant -water trawler own­
ers at Fleetwood, Grimsby, and Hull an­
nounced that they have agreed to supply 
fish to a British processing organization 
for the execution of a contract signed 
June 11, 1959, for the delivery to Russia 
of frozen skinless fish fillets in June, 
July, and August of this year. The con­
tract, which is subject to production, is 
for a total of 1,000 metric tons of cod 
fillets. This contract is equal to one­
sixth of the amount sold to the Soviets in 
1958. (United States Embassy in London, 
June 15, 1959.) 

t 
Venezuela 

ESTIMATED FISHERY LANDINGS 
AND UTILIZATION, 1958: 

Landings of fish and shellfish in Ven.e­
zuela in 1958 totaled about 80,200 metflc 
tons, of which 69,000 tons were taken in 
marine waters and 10,300 tons in fresh 
water. The landings were valued ex-vessel 



September 1959 COMMERCIAL FISHERIES REVIE W 91 

Venezuela (Contd.): 

at about 41. 7 bolivars (US$12 . 5 million). 
The marine landings were valued at 36. 5 
bolivars (US$l1. 0 million) and fr e sh­
water landings 5.2 bolivars (US$1.5 mil­
lion). Included in the total landings for 
1958 were 32,800 tons of sardines. 

The 1958 landings were utilized as 
follows: 27,600 tons for fresh fish, 18,100 
tons for salted fish, and 34,500 t ons for 
canning. 

Processed fishery products in 1958 
included 29,900 tons of canned sardines 
(90.3 million cans), 3,500 tons of canned 
tuna, 1,100 tons of c a nne d shellfish, and 
2,400 tons of fish m e al. 

SARDINE LANDINGS 
AND CANNED PACK, 19 57: 

Landings of sardine s in Venezuela for 
canning increased sha rply from 14,136 
metric tons in 1956 t o 26 ,861 tons in 1957. 
The 1957 sardine land ings were almost 
9,955 tons higher than t h e 16,906 tons 
landed for canning in 1955. Sardines are 
caught throughout the year, but landings 
are heaviest from D ecember to June and 
as a rule drop off sharply in the late 
summer and fall mont hs . 

The sardine pack in 195 7 amounted to 
12,854 tons (82,533,000 cans). In 1957 
~ardines were packed in can sizes vary­
mg from 90-720 grams (3. 17-25.40 ozs.), 
but almost 89 percent of the pack was 
put up in can sizes v a r y in g between 125 
to 180 grams (4.41-6.35 o z s. ) . The most 

. popular can size was 1 30 grams (4.59 
ozs.), which accounted for 29 percent, or 
3,695 tons, of the total p ack. The next 
popular can was the 150-gram s ize (5.29 
ozs.) accounting for 28 percent or 3,606 
tons, of the total pack. Only a bout 9 per­
cent, or 1,078 tons, of the 195 7 s ardine 
pack was packed in 425- t o 454- gram 
cans (about 1 pound net weight ). 

':< * * * * 
OTTER TRAWL GEAR 
~ULATIONS REVISED: 

The Venezuelan Official Gazette (Ga ­
~ Q!icial) No. 25977 of June 3, 1959, 

carried the following resolution of the 
Mini s t r y of Agr iculture and Husbandry: 

" In view of s tudies realized by the 
Mini s t r y of A griculture and Husbandry, 
it h a s been obs erved that fishing by the 
otter t r awl s ystem has been practiced 
with nets whose mesh does not meet the 
requ ired s i z e and, contrary to the norm­
a l purpose of s uch nets, there are ma­
ter ials attach ed to the nets which reduce 
th e sel ectivity of the net to its smallest 
fo r m with r esulting harm to the marine 
animal life and the medium in which it 
lives and, in consequence, goes against 
norms established for the conservation 
of live marine resources; this office in 
accordance with authority invested in it 
by Articles 1, 2, and 3 and paragraphs 
c and e of Article 20 of the Fishing Law, 
by order of the President of the Republic, 
submits fishing by the system mentioned 
to the following conditions: 

"Article 1 - The mesh of the different 
bodies or parts of the net should be of the 
following sizes: 

"a. The first part or terminal body 
of the net, commonly known as top or 
crown, should be of a mesh of a minimum 
size of 6 centimeters (2.36 inches), that 
is, 3 centimeters (1.18 inches) between 
knots. 

"b. The central part or middle body 
comprising the part between the crown 
and the cords, boltrope or tassels or the 
mouth of the net must consist in the top 
portion of a minimum mes~ of 8 cen.ti­
meters (3.15 inches), that IS, 4 centl­
meters (1.57 inches) between knots in the 
posterior half and of 10 centimeters (~.94 
inches) in the anterior half. For the w­
ferior part of this section or low roof or 
belly, these s~es are not ~pplicable and 
will be determined by the Judgment of 
the owner. 

"c. The third body or lateral bands 
at the end called legs, wings, or sleeves, 
should consist of a minimum mesh of 12. 
centimeters (4.72 inches), that IS 6 centl­
meters (2.36 inches) between knots. 

"Article 2 - It is also prohibited to 
connect to the net, in any of its parts, 
any form of material which would have 
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the end of reducing directly or indirect­
ly the sizes of mesh specified in all par­
agraphs of Article 1 of this resolution, 
such as those called "shirts," protective 
sacks, and similar items. 

"Excepted from the provisions of this 
article is the use of the so-called 'fine­
mesh fishing net' which consists of frag­
ment tied to the tassel or low boltrope 
for the purpose of protection between the 
cloth of the net and the low roof. 

"Article 3 - It is equally forbidden to 
wrap or tie pieces of chain or other ma­
terials not forming part of the structure 
of the net itself to the low boltrope. 

"Article 4 - Likewise, it is prohibited 
to throw these nets over banks of mother­
of-pearl or other mollusks of economic 
importance. 

"Article 5 - It remains the judgment 
of the Ministry of Agriculture and Hus­
bandry to demarcate the areas in which 
such practices will be applied but in no 
case will it be done in the Gulfs of Cari­
aco, Coro, and Santa Fe or in the lagoons 
or marshes connecting with the sea. 

"Article 6 - Violators of the present 
resolution will be sanctioned in accord­
ance with the law. 

"Article 7 - Thirty (30) days are grant­
ed, after publication of this resolution, 
so that those affected can make the nec­
essary changes in their nets." (United 
States Embassy in Caracas, June 26, 
1959.) 

Viet-Nam l 

NEW SHRIMP FREEZING 
PLANT TO EXPORT 
TO THE UNITED STATES: 

A Viet-Namese shrimp fishing com­
pany has its new shrimp-freezing plant 
about completed and production was du e 
to start in July. The plant is located on 
a waterway (Arroyo Chinois ) in the cen­
ter of the Saigon area. Shrimp caught 

off the southern coast of Viet-Nam will be 
cleaned, quick-frozen, and pack a ged in 
wax cartons for shipment to San Francis­
co. Processing should tak e only one hour. 
Arrangements have been made to use a 
Danish refrigerator ship. Initial p r oduc­
tion is scheduled to be 600,000 pounds a 
month. 

The shrimp plant operators are ex­
pecting a price of about 70 U.S. cents a 
pound at San Francisco, indicating a gross 
revenue of US$420,000 a month foreign 
exchange, less ocean freight. 

The freezing plant benefited byatleast 
US$50,000 worth of foreign exchange un­
der the Commercial Import Program. 
shrimp are plentiful, it is believed that 
this venture has real potential as a most 
useful foreign exchange earner. 

* * * * * 
LANDINGS AND FOREIGN TRADE 
IN FISHERY PRODUCTS, 195 8: 

Landings and Outlook: A 1 tho u gh no 
official s tat is tic s on the landings of 
fish and she llf ish are available, for ­
eign fishery experts s tat ion e d in Viet­
Nam estimate the 1958 landings to be 
close to 110,000 metric tons of mar ine 
fish and shellfish and 30,000 tons of 
fresh -water fish and she 11 f ish. These 
totals do not include sub sis ten c e fi sh­
ing or fish and shellfish con su m ed lo­
cally, but inc 1 u d e only the landings that 
enter the 1 a r g e r markets. It i s e s b ­
mated that the sub sis ten c e fi shery 
catch equals the com mer cia 1 c atch. 

It is probable that the commercial 
catch in 1959 will be larger than in 1958, 
and that in 1960 it will be m u ch l arger. 
At present the fisheries off the c oast of 
Viet-Nam are relatively unexploited. But 
now, owing largely to Americ an technical 
and financial assistance, d i ffi culties of 
transportation and preservation are .being 
overcome. New fish landing stages (6-,8) 
have been built or are nearing completlOn, 
and a satisfactory method of m ot orizing 
small bamboo fishing boats has been de­
vised. Production from fr esh-water or 
brackish fish - rearing ponds is steadi~Y 
increasing. Due to improvement of hIgh­
ways , fresh sea fish are be ing sold in 
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localities in the highlands which in th e 
past had to depend on s a lted o r canned 
fish. 

Imports: Fish and s h ellfish imported 
into Viet-Nam in 1958 amounted to about 
5.4 million pounds, valu ed at US$430, 000 
(at official rate of exch ange VN$35 to 
US$l). Imports wer e practically all from 
Cambodia (4.3 million pounds, valued at 
US$252,500) and J apan (1.1 million pounds, 
valued at US$167, 5 00) . The principal 
items imported were - - 1. 6 million pounds 
of fresh pond or river fis h and 2.7 mil­
lion pounds of s a lted , dried, or smoked 
fresh-water fish f rom Cambodia; and 
about 1.1 million pou nd s of mollusks from 
Japan. Imports from countries other than 
Cambodia and Japan totaled only about 
37,000 pounds. 

Exports : Exports of fish and shellfish 
in 1958 totaled 900,000 pounds, with 901,000 
pounds exported to Singapore. Only 2,600 
pounds were exported to the United States 
in 1958 . Prospec ts for future exports of 
fishery products are improving. Exports 
to Singapore in 1958 were about double 
those for 1957. With t he establishment 
of a shrimp-proc essing plant at Saigon, 
it is likely that ex por ts of shrimp to the 
United States will bec ome important. As 
an incentive to exporters, a subsidy of 
37 percent by valu e by making the effec­
tive rate of exc hange t o exporters VN$48 
to the US$1. 

CANNED SARDINE MARKET : 
Due to the dollar shortage and surplus of French francs 

in VIet-Nam, it is unlikely that the modest s hare of the mar­
ket for United States sardines held in 195 6 ca n be regained. 
Viet-Nam is largely self-sufficient i n fishe r y products with 
an estima.ted catch of 100,000 metric tons yearly. Fisher.y 
products Imports are only of marginal importance and it IS 
,bel!eved that fUrther exchange restric tions could be imposed 
by the Government without repercussions. 

According to Viet-Nam customs statistics , imports of 
~a~ned and prepared fish and shellfish of all types amounted 
o 93 metric tons in 1958 valued at US$228 428. Local busi­
~ess. sources were unable 'to give the exact p e rcentage of 
~rdi~es in this total, but it is believed to be over 50 percent 
t ost Imports originate in Morocco and F rance due, in part, o a m It· 1 th F u Ip e eXChange rate which has favored imports from 

e ranc Zone. 

sa ~ the end of January 1959, visible stocks of i m ported 
on\a~~s were estimated at 138 tons, of which 76 tons were 
cons ,56 tons 10 transit, and 6 tons on order . At current 
6 to ~mPhon levels, this stock was considered s ufficient for 

months. 

The pr 'd (affiliate es~ ent of the Association of Foodst uff Importers 
d WIth the Chamber of Commerce) e s timates annual 

consumption of imported canned sardines at 260 metric tons 
per year. 

The c . .It f. price of Moroccan sardines has been 4,000-
5,000 French francs per case of 100 cans of 175 grams (6.2-
ozs .) net. Converted at the official rate of FFr 493.7 to 
US$1.00, the landed pric e has been roughly US$8.00 to $10.00 
per case. If freight rates of US$1.30 to $1.51 per case (con­
ference rates for equivalent cases) are added to the current 
prices for California sardines, it is likely that Californla 
sardines would be competitive on the Viet-Nam market. 

The difficulties encountered by United States sardine 
canners in exporting sardines to Viet-Nam have arisen from 
the eXChange rate in effect for sardines. Canned goods and 
fish products are not eligible for finanCing within the frame­
work of the local currency-generating International Coopera­
tion Administration Commercial Import Program, in which 
the official rate of VN$35 to US$1.00 is appUcable. The 
Government has refused to make its own holdings of exchange 
available at the official rate and has shown no signs of will­
ingness to do so in the foreseeable future. Exchange has 
been made available only on payment of a surtax of 60 pias­
ters which, when added to the official rate, resulted in an ef­
fective rate of 95 piasters to US$1. On the other hand, the 
Government was willing to sell nonconvertible French francs 
with a much lower surtax, making the effective rate onlya­
bout 65 piasters for one dollar's worth of francs. This policy, 
which has affected all commodities imported under the high­
cost exchange regime, was not prompted by a desire to benefit 
Franc Zone suppliers over suppliers in the dollar and sterling 
areas, but rather by the Government's desir;! to draw down the 
country's large holdings of nonconvertible francs which have 
twice been affected by devaluation in the last two years. The 
end result has been that Moroccan or French sardines which 
might have sold at the same dollar price have been .landed at 
a piaster cost of at least 30 percent below Califorma or Ja­
panese sardines. 

Viet-Nam Fishery Products Imports, 1956-1958 

Quantity Value 
Country of 

Origin 1958 1957 1956 1958 1957 1956 

. (Metric Tons). . ... (US$l,OOO) ... 

Fish (EreEarations 
~ conserves): 

Morocco ...••• 364 230 
Japan ...••... 32 4 
United States • .. - -
Cambodia ....• 14 32 
Hong Kong ..... - -
France •...•.. 41 18 
Sweden .. •. . • . - -
Algeria •.•.••• - 19 
Denmark ..•••. - -

Total ••.•.. • 451 303 

Shellfish (prepara-
tions .It conserves) 42 33 

Other Fishery Prod-
ucts (fresh, Salted'l: 
dried,smoked,or 
cooked) ..... , 2,446 1,864 

165 190 
159 11 

43 -
25 1 
20 -
11 26 

2 -
- -

1 -
426 228 

57 39 

1,689 430 

136 
1 

-
2 

-
21 
-
11 
-

171 

38 

271 

85 
61 
18 

3 
8 
9 
2 

1 

187 

63 

407 

A decision has recently been taken by. the Government to 
liminate the broken cross-rate in the high-cost exch~ng: 

e . . M 15 1959 the surtax on dollar 1m 
regime. EffedC!lvde to

a
5YO ~aking' an effective rate of 85 

Ports was re uce, in d t 
US$l d the surtax on francs was crease 0 

Piasters to , an . t Whil 
able effective rate for franc Impor s. e 

~~~g~t cl~~fc~lY follow that Unit.ed States exporttshwtoulthidS 
t there IS no assurance a 

benefit frhom the n~~er~~~ernment will probably refuse, as 
will be t e case. allocate dollars for i~­
it has often refu~ed in the ~:~it~Ofrancs. While formerly 
ports which can e pr~cur e to bu canned sardines 
it was to the importer shadv~ltap~obablyYbe forced to wheth­
in the Franc Zone, noW e w 
er or not it is to his advantage. 

d . g canned sardines at Phan 
There is one factor:r pro. uhcm ts in Viet-Nam. Ac-

Thiet, one of the princlpal flS 109 por 
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cording to the owner, annual production ranges from 5,000 
to 10,000 cases, all of which Is consumed locally, This 
firm has tentative plans to expand Its operations to produce 
50,000 cases per year, of which 30,000 would be exported. 
However, the owner stated that the firm has had difficulty 

competing with Import. and would need tall: conce •• IOM on 
imported raw material. and more protection than ha. here­
tofore been afforded by the multiple ell:chanre rat •• Whether 
the recent mea.ure will affect the firm'. ell:pan.lon piau 
I. not known, The Government h ••• hown no .~IUI of en­
couraging the company. perlap. becau.e It I. controlled 
by Chlne.e Inter".t •• accordlnjJ to a May 18, 19~9. dl.pateI! 
from the United State. Emha •• y In Sa ron. 

STORAGE EXPERIMENT EXHIBl1 AT -200 
• 100 F. 

At the National Fisheries institute Convention in pril 1959, th I Tech-
nology Committee experimental exhibit was arrang d 0 permit industry members 
to determine the effects of storage temp ratur , acka in m thods, and -hart~­
dods of mishandling on the acceptability of s v ral ishery produc .:;. The basIc 
experimental study simply involved torag of packages of v n different prod­
ucts at -20 0 F., 00 F" and +10 0 • for 9 to 10 months. 

The products were prepared and packaged during June and July 1958 in accord­
ance with usual com mer cia 1 practices in fishery plants locat d in Gloucester, 
Boston, Bayou La Batre, Astoria, and Vancouver (B.C.). All ere prime or at 
least very good quality raw materials and all were packaged in standard commer­
cialmaterials. Ocean perch, haddock, halibut, sUv r salmon, and ra \' Gulf shrimp 
were all packed in standard waxed paperboard cartons and overwrapped WI1Ji axed 
bleached sulfite paper. Cooked dungeness crabmeat and cooked Pad! c shrimp 
meat were packed in vacuum sealed cans. The p l' 0 d u c t s were frozen on plate 
freezers or in f r e e z e r rooms at -400 F, Each of the products were divided into 
three lots and stored from June or JulJ 1958 until early pril 1959 at the three 
temperatures of -20 0 F., 00 F., and +10 F. They were stored in well-watched 
facilities in Vancouver, B. C., Pascagoula, Miss., and Boston, .1ass, They were 
shipped under proper refrigeration to lTew York, where they were held at 
-100 F. to -20 0 F. for the few days prior to their being opened, thawed, and examined 
April 11 to 14 at the Convention. 

Those who viewed the exhibit samples concluded that: 

1. A good qua 11 t Y fishery product, packaged in standard waxed paperboard 
cartons, with waxed overwraps, will remain a highly acceptable product for nine 
months or longer when stored continuously at -200 F. 

2. Samples of the same products stored at 00 F. for the same time were still 
pro b a b I Y acceptable and salable J but showed definite dehydration and losses of 
color. 

3. Storage at +100 F. for nine months results in very serious dehydratio,n 
and losse s of color. The s a I m 0 n, ocean perch, and raw shrimp were hardly fit 
for sale, and other products were of very poor quality. ("Technical Tips" No.8, 
N. F. I. Flashes.) 




