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I·ntern atio n a I 

INTERNATIONAL PACIFIC 
HALIBUT COMMISSION 

SURVEY OF HALIBUT AND 
BOTTOMFISH OFF ALASKA: 

The Governments of Canada and the United States are 
undertaking a comprehensive survey of the distribution and a
bundance of halibut and other bottom-living fish in the waters 
on the continental shelf off Alaska. In this region of the Pacif
ic coast, Canada and the United States have jointly participated 
in an important fishery for halibut for nearly half a century. 

The two Governments requested the International Pacific 
Halibut Commission to plan and conduct the survey in con
junction with its regular investigational program. This Com
mission has managed the Pacific halibut fishery on behalf of 
Canada a.nd the United States for the past 35 years and has re
built the once-depleted Pacific Coast halibut stocks that pro
duced only 44 million pounds annually prior to regulation but 
now yield in excess of 70 million pounds each year. Such im
provement is unparalleled in any other marine fishery in the 
world. Most fisheries for other bottomfish are uncontrolled 
and are in the declining stage. 

The program calls for continuous trawling operations dur
ing the next 12 months, rigorous winter weather notwithstand
ing. It will cover the r:egion from the northeastern end of 
Kodiak Island as far west as Unimak Pass, a distance of 550 
miles along the coast involving about 40,000 square miles of 
area. 

From 15 United States and Canadian vessels that tendered 
bids, 3 have been chartered for the year's operations, the 
~ g, the Morning Star, and the g. Michael. 

At the outset each vessel will work a section of the survey 
area but during the rigorous and lonely months of winter the 
vessels, though sturdy, will work together. 

Each vessel will be manned by its captain, three experi
enced trawl fishermen, and three members of the Commi,,
sion's staff who have been secured from the University of 
British Columbia for the purpose. At the outse t of the opera
tion and from time to time during the year permanent mem
bers of the Commission's staff will accompany each vessel 
in a supervisory capacity. 

Agencies in both countries, the Fisheries Research Board 
of Canada and the U. S. Bureau of Commercial Fisherie". 
have provided all possible aid to the project and will integrate 
any offshore exploratory fishing for bottomfish with the pro
gram of the Commission. 

In scope and intensity the program eclipses anything that 
has ever been done before by Canada and the United States 
in this field. The program will contribute information of 
inestimable value to Canada and the United States in their 
joint management of the Pacific halibut fishery. 

INTERNATIONAL P ACmC SALMON FISHERIES COMMISSION 

RESEARCH ON Fli.AZER RIVER. 
SALMON RUNS PLANNED TO 
MEET CHANGING CONDITIONS: 

Production of Fraser River sockeye or 
red salmon for the last four-year period has 
increased 450 percent over similar cycle pe
riods following the Hell's Gate slide. Whole
sale value of the catch has increased 10 times .... 
partially due to higher selling prices for the 
canned product. 
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Fraser River sockeye salmon packs averaged for each four-year 
cycle from 1896 to 1959 !Dclusive . The Johnstone Strait catch 
is included only for 1958, wh en unusually large numbers of 
Fraser River sockeye were taken in that fishery. Average 
packs and values c a I cui ate d from data in ~~
~(1914-1960). 

The Commission is confident that com
plete rehabilitation of Fraser sockeye as wel 
as pink salmon can be accomplished in a few 
years . However, it is concerned about how 
to further develop and protect this great Job-' 
producing resource to fulfill the needs of a 
rapidly increasing population. 

To meet the challenge of industrializ~tion 
and the required protection of the fishe~1es 
resource the Commission has substantIally 
increased its activities during the past year. 
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Construction of a unique laboratory will 
commence shortly in which the water supply 
can be completely controlled with respect to 
temperature and chemical content. Proposed 
research at the laboratory will include stud
Les into the weaknesses of salmon hatcher
Les, adverse effects of environmental changes 
aue to potential flood control and hydroelec-
t ric projects , and the limits of adjustability 
of salmon populations in transplantation from 
one watershed to another. 

Some of these studies should provide meth
ods for artificially developing the latent po-
t ential of the salmon resource. There is al
so a drastic need for information to protect 
t he resource where possible from the seri
ous effects of industrialization as exper-
i enced elsewhere. 

The Salmon Commission is working on 
fhe problem of development and protection 
~f the salmon resource with increasing vigor 
to() avoid the trial-and-error methods in con
s.ervation that have proven to be expensive 
a..nd often unsuccessful. 

Man-made spawning streams are also be
img studied on a full-scale experimental ba
s is. An artificial spawning channel 3,500 
:fEet long has just been completed for pink 
cS almon at Seton Creek near Lillooet, B. C. 
The channel is expected to provide spawning 
area for 10,000 pink salmon of this year's 
::r-un. 

To further meet the problem of poor salm
.:::> n runs due to unstable spawning grounds, a 
~r\llll-size experimental hatchery has been 
~ ~~mpl~ted and is now in operation on Upper 
!' ltt Rlver. New methods based on previous 

Commission studies are being used to im
prove the operating efficiency of the Station. 
Other improvements in the operation of the 
Station will be added when experimentally 
justified. 

New field projects will be undertaken as 
rapidly as experiments at the new laboratory 
justify the expense so that the Fraser salm
on resource will continue to provide increased 
wealth to the region. Close liaison will be 
maintained with other fisheries research 
agencies to permit the testing and applica
tion of any new information as rapidly as 
possible. 

JAPAN-SOVIET NORlliWEST 
FISHERIES COMMISSION 

JAPAN-U. S. S. R. SALMON PACT SIGNED: 
Japan and the SOViet Union signed an a

greement on May 21, 1961, which established 
Japan's salmon catch quota for this year in 
the North Pacific treaty area under the North
west Pacific Fisheries Commission at 65,000 
metric tons - -2, 500 tons less than last year. 
The Japan-Soviet Commission's fifth annual 
meeting began in Tokyo on February 6, and 
was marked by compromises on the part of 
both countries as to the size of the quota. At 
the outset, the Soviet Union had proposed a 
50,000-ton catch for Japan, while the Japa
nese delegation negotiated for 80,000 tons. 
The Soviet Union's 1961 salmon catch target 
is 80,000 tons, 10,000 tons above the target 
for 1960. 

The Commission also reached agreement 
on the following restrictions for Japanese 
fishing in the North Pacific treaty area: (1) 
establishment of a new closed area 151.50 to 
1550 E. and south of 480 N.; (2) establish
ment of a restricted area north of 56 0 N. ; 

-~===========-==~~~~~~~----~ 
Japan and U.S.S.R. North Pacific Sahnon and Trout Catches, 1960 

I· 

Japan 

Gill-net Catches 
Species U.S.S.R. Mothership Land-Based Long line Coastwisel/ Total 

Asian 
Total 

••••••••••••••••••• ••••• .(Metric Tons) ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Red ••••••••••••••••••. 4,000 28,047 2,454 74 - 30,575 34,575 Chum 43,300 20,584 19,070 3,278 533 43,465 86,765 Pink •••••••••••••• .• 
19,600 2,459 28,080 5,534 ~/21,950 58,023 77,623 Silver' •.••••••••••••••• 

1,900 2,387 3,362 228 - 5,977 7,fJ77 ................. 
King ............ ...... 700 499 519 99 - 1,117 1,817 

1/ Total. . • . • • • • • • • • • • • • 69,500 53976 53,485 9,213 22,483 139,157 208 657 
_ Data available through August-only. 
3/Incluces Masou salmon, a species peculiar to Oriental waters. 
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(3) observance of the two closed areas south 
of 480 N. agreed on at the 1960 meeting (dur
ing the negotiations, Japan had demanded the 
abolishment of the no-fishing area established 
in 1960 on the understanding that it would be 
in effect for only one year); (4) total catch of 
red salmon to be limited to 7,750,000 red 
salmon (about 14,000 tons); (5) catch of red 
salmon in area west of 1650 E. longitude to 
be limited to 2.5 million reds (that means 
that the balance of 5,250,000 fish is to be 
taken between 1650 E. and 1750 W.); (6) catch
er vessels to carry maximum of 330 tans (one 
tan equals approximately 150 feet) of gill nets 
per vessel; (7) catcher vessels to carry gill 
nets of which at least 50 percent are com
posed of nets with mesh size (knot to knot) 
of 65 millimeters (about 2.56 inches); and 
(8) Japan's king crab quota is 260,000 cases 
(48 6.5-oz. cans). Russia's king crab quota 
was set at 390,000 cases (96 6.5-oz. cans) . 
(Suisan Keizai Shimbun, March 17, May 13, 
21, & 25; Nippon Suisan Shimbun, May 24, 
1961.) 

NOR1HWEST ATLANTIC FISHERIES COMMISSION 

ELEVENTH ANNUAL MEETING: 
Greater protection and conservation of 

fish and seal populations in the Northwest 
Atlantic fishing areas were promised at the 
eleventh annual meeting 
of the International Com
mission for the North
west Atlantic Fisheries 
(ICNAF) concluded in 
Washington, D. C., on 
June 10, 1961. 

Representatives of 
12 nations engaged in 
fishing operations in the ICNAF area, which 
comprises more than one million square 
miles, adopted measures designed to pro
duce greater uniformity in the ICNAF con
servation regulations. 

The six-day meeting also produced agree
ment among the delegates to take steps to
ward the conservation of the fast-declining 
population of liarp and hood 'seals in the area. 
Following a report by the Canadian delega
tion that the harp and hood populations" dur
ing the last decade have been reduced by 50 
to 65 percent," the Commission passed a 
resolution to. amend the present Convention 
to provide (1) that harp and hood seals of the 

Northwest Atlantic area be brought under the 
provisions of the International Convention for 
the Northwest Atlantic Fisheries and (2) that 
a separate panel be established for the pur
pose of dealing with the conservation reqUire
ments of the harp and hood seal populations. 

The Commission elec ted the following of
ficers to serve for two years: CommiSSion 
Chairman: George R. Clark, Deputy Minister 
of Fishenes, Ottawa, C anada. CommiSSion 
Vice Chairman: B. Dinespn, Under Secretary 
of the Fishenes Ministry, Copenhagen, Den
mark . The following were elected to serve 
one -year terms: Chairman of the Standing 
Committee on Research and Statistics: R.H.J. 
Beverton, Deputy Director of Research, Min
istry of Fisheries Laboratories, Lowestoft, 
Suffolk, United Kingdom . Chairman of the 
Standing Committee on Finance and Adminis
tration: J. H. MacKichan, General Manager 
of United Maritime Fishermen, Limited, Hali
fax, Nova Scotia . 

The International Commission for the 
orthwest Atlantic Fisheries was established 

under a convention between ten North Ameri
can and European countries which came into 
force on July 3, 1950 . Since then, two addi
tional Governments have become parties to 
the convention, namely, the Federal Republic 
of Germany (1957) and the . S. S. R. (1958). 
The present member-nations are: Canada, 
Denmark, France, Federal Republic of Ger
many, Iceland, Italy, orway, Portugal, Spain,. 
Soviet Union, United Kingdom, and United 
States. 

The Commission is engaged in planning 
and coordinating programs of fisheries re
search which are carried out by the fisheries 
agencies of the member governments in the 
Northwest Atlantic Ocean. Its meetings are 
largely devoted to reports and discussion of 
current research and plans for future years. 
In addition, from time to time, the CommissioJ:1 

recommends to"lGovernments the adoption of 
regulations for certain fisheries of the area, 
for purposes of conservation of the resource!> 
The Commission is composed of one to three
Commissioners from each contracting goverm 
ment and meets annually at Halifax, Nova 
Scotia, its headquarters, or at some other 
place in North America or Europe. 
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F()()O AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION 

FISH IN NUTRITION MEETING PLANS 
ALMOST COMPLETED: 

A total of 25 major art i c les summa rizing the world's 
k.nowledge on nutrition and public h ealth a tta i nments in five 
major divisions of fishery technology will be presented at 
the International Conference on F i!\h in Nut r ition to be held 
in Washington, D. C. , Septe mber 19- 27, 1961. In addition 
there will be 44 short manus c ripts , each presenting the re-
s ults of research into the many nutritional a s pect s of fishery 
p roducts. 

Six outstanding nutrition and public h ealth authorities 
from the United States, Europe , and the Far E a st have been 
c alled to FAa headquarters i n Rome, Italy, to thoroughly 
r eview ana edit the paper s . In a ddition, two fishery technolo
g- ists of the Bureau of Commercial Fisheries and a consultant 
from the National Institutes of Health have gone to Rome to 
()ffer technical assistance in the editing . 

The meeting is spons ored by the Food and Agriculture Or
g a nization of the United Nations. The Department of State i s 
"tI1e official host. The Bureau of Commercial Fisheries, U.-S. 
:Fjsh and Wildlife Service, i s in charge of arrangements with 
-tr-av~l funds for foreign r esea r chers being provided by aU. S. 
~-ubhc Health Service grant. An official insignia for the meet
:1~g has been adopted by the Food and Agriculture Organiza
-tl on. 

The Conference on Fis h in Nutrition, which is the first 
01' its kind ever held, will be held in the auditorium of the 

-:nE W State Department building. Fifty nations will be rep 
:rE sented by appr oximately 400 delegates . Representatives 
01' the fishing indust r y of t he United States met in WaShington 
Bo rne m6nths ago and pledged their support of the meeting . 
So me segments of the industry will provide varied entertain

.ent for the guests, while others will acquaint the visitors 
~th U~t~d States fish proce ssing and distribution methods 

by prOVIding tours in certain key industries and areas. 

The agenda now being c onsidered includes as main topics 
S ch things as the role of fish in world nutrition, the chemical 
' :Jmp.osition of fish and fishery products, contribution of fish 
! :ld flshe~y products to the diets of various nations; fishery 

p r oducts In animal nut r ition; and possibilities for increasing 
lIh consumption. 

~~der the main titles are r eports on the amino a cid com
JO~ltion of the protein in fishery products ' fish oils and their 
o e In nutrition; food values of fr esh fish' compared with 

1~~ocesS~d fi~hery products ; minerals and vitamins in fish; 
~~ In dietetlcs, including geria t r ic diets' incidence of world 

J nutr.ition, by regions; fish flour and it~ importance in 
r,;l .. ~ventlng malnutrition; fish derivatives in feed for swine 
':::s ves .. Poultry, and furbearing animals - economic and soc'ial 
a l1lcentives for increaSing production' ar:d methods of con-
sUmer education. ' 

IRRADIATION OF FOOD 

EUROPEAN INFORMATION CENT E R 
ESTABLISHED IN FRANCE : 

A E u ropean Center of Infor mation about 
the irradiation of foodstuffs has jus t been 
creat ed following an agreeme nt between the 
European Agency of Productivity of the Or
ganization for European Economic Coopera 
tion (O.E.E .C .) and the Center of Nuclear In
vestigations, Sac lay, France . M. Pierre 
Leveque was nominated Director of this Cen
ter' the headquarters of which a r e also in 
Saclay . 

The functions of the Center espe c ia lly in
clude the publication of a n information bulle
tin on the irradiation of foodstuffs which will 
be issued 4 times a year in English and in 
French. The Center will also b e a linking 
element between scie ntific workers and tech
nicians specialized in food problems and be 
tween government spheres and t he manufac
turer s interested. 

INTERNATIONAL JOINT COMMISSION 
(UNITED STATES AND CANADA) 

P ASSAMAQUODDY TIDAL POWER 
PROJECT NOT E CONOMICALLY FEASIBLE: 

The Canadian Sec retary of State for Ex
t ernal Affairs a nnou nced on May 1, 1961, the 
r e leas e of the Int e r national Joint Commis
sion' s Report on the International Tidal Pow
er Project in Passamaquoddy Bay in Maine 
a nd New Brunswick. The Commission found 
t hat the price of power from the Tidal Power 
Project, either alone or in combination with 
auxiliary power sources, would not be com
petitive with the price of power from alterna
tive s team -electric plants and that, therefore, 
the project is not economically feasible under 
present conditions. The Commission recom 
mended, however, that development of the 
project be viewed as a long-range possibility 
which would have better prospects of realiza 
tion when other less -costly energy sources 
available to the area were exhausted. The 
Comm i s sion also pointed out that the econom
ic fe a sibility of the project might be affected 
by future changes in the costs and b enefits 
c onsi dered in the present evaluation and added 
that Governments might wish to consider t he 
desirability of c r editing the Tidal Project 
with cer tain public benefits not included in 
the Commission 's determination of economic 
feasib ility. 



50 COMMERCIAL FISHERIES REVIEW Vol. 23, No.8 

Internatio):lal (Contd.): 

In determining the impact of the project 
upon the local economies of Maine and New 
Brunswick, the Commission found that indus
trial development would not be appreciably 
affected, although short-term benefits re
sulting from expenditures for goods and serv
ices might be expected. The Commission 
noted that the creation of two large salt-wa
ter lakes would provide additional facilities 
for recreation and that the tidal dams, locks, 
and gates could serve as foundations for an 
international highway connecting the present 
coastal highways in Maine and New Bruns
wick. The Commission recognized that the 
existence of a high pool in Passamaquoddy 
Bay might stimulate greater traffic to ship
ping points in the area. In the Commission's 
view, the project would not be detrimental to 
the region's important sardine industry and 
would have only a minor effect on other fish
eries if appropriate remedial measures were 
undertaken. 
Note: See Commercial Fisheries Review, June 1960 p. 68, May 

1960 p. 36, March 1960 p. 38. 

CENTRAL AMERICAN ECONOMIC INTEGRATION 

TREATY COMES INTO FORCE: 
According to officials of the Organization 

of Central American Sfates (ODECA), the 
Ge~eral Treaty of Central American Eco
nomic Intergration came into effect on June 
3, 1961, eight days after Nicaragua deposited 
its ratification with ODECA. 

1. General Treaty of Central American 
Economic Integration ratifications: Guate
mala--May 5, 1961; EI Salvador--May 8, 
1961; Nicaragua--May 26, 1961. In force 
among the three countries. 

2. Constitutive Agreement of the Central 
American Bank of Economic Integration rat
ifications: Guatemala--May 5, 1961; EI Sal
vador--May 8, 1961; Honduras --May 5, 1961; 
Nicaragua--May 24, 1961. In force among 
the four countries. 

3. Protocol to the Central American A
greement on Equalization of Import Charges 
(Second Protocol) ratifications: Guatemala -
May 5, 1961; EI Salvador--May 8, 1961 ; Nic
aragua--May 26, 1961. In force among the 
three countries. (United States Embassy, 
San Salvador, June 9, 1961.) 

LATIN AMERICAN FREE TRADE ZONE AND 
FREE TRADE ASSOCIATION 

TREATY RATIFIED: 
On May 2, 1961, representatives Qf Argen

tina, Brazil, Chile, Mexico, Peru, and Uruguay 
deposited in the Uruguayan Ministry of For
eign Relations , Instruments of Ratification of 
the Treaty of Montevideo, signed in that city 
February 18, 1960, which establishes the Latin 
American Free Trade Zone and the Latin A
merican Free Trade Association. (U nit e d 
States Embassy, Lima, May 19, 1961.) 

EUROPEAN FREE TRADE ASSOCIATION 

REDUCTION OF DUTIES BETWEEN 
MEMBER COUNTRIES: 

The British Government announced on 
June 2 an order on import duties which was 
,scheduled to take effect on July 1, 1961, in 
accordance with the decision of the EFTA 
(European Free Trade Association) in Febru
ary to reduce by a further 20 percent the 
duties on industrial products traded between 
the member countries. 

Following the initial 10 percent reduction 
with which the EFTA group went into business 
in July 1960, this will mean that the EFTA 
countries will have cut their tariffs to 70 per
cent of the basic rates. This step is in ac
cordance with the policy of the EFTA Seven 
to keep in step with the tariff reductions of 
the EEC (European Economic Community) 
Six: the latter group has also achieved a 30 
percent reduction. (British Record, June 8 
1961, issued by British Information ServicesJ 

* * * * * 
FINLAND AND OUTER SEVEN COUNTRIES 
SIGN AGREEMENT OF ASSOCIATION: 

Finland and the seven member countries 

1

0fthe European Free Trade As sociation (EFTA) 
have signed an agreement whereby Finland 
is to become assoclated with the EFTA. 

All the countries are expected to ratify 
this agreement and deposit the proper instru
ments of acceptance before July 1, 1961. As
suming ratification, the first tariff reductions 
and the first relaxation of quantitative import 
restrictions between Finland and the EFTA 
countries will take place on that date. 

Under the agreement Finland will reduce 
its duties toward EFTA member countries by 
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:30 percent for most products and the membE;r 
states of EFTA will extend to Finland the 20-
percent reduction already made among the 
Dlembers as well as the further 10 -percent 
reduction to be made on July 1, 1961. Fin -
land also is accorded the same rights and as
sumes like obligations in the commercial and 
economic fields as the EFT A countries have 
among themselves. 

The reduction and eventual abolition of 
tariff and other trade barriers between Fin
land and the members of EFT A are to take 
place, with a few exceptions , · according to 
the time schedule established by the mem
bers of EFT A in the Stockholm Convention 
rJriginally creating the European Free Trade 
Association. 

Finland is authorized to reduce its duties 
c:m some goods competing with products man
ufactured by developing industries at a slow
er pace. The date of final elimination of the 
c:iuties, however, will be the same as for oth
Er duties--January 1, 1970. 

A significant part of Finland's foreign 
trade is regulated by bilateral trade agree
nents. To allow Finland to meet its com
nitments under these agreements, existing 
ing quantitative import restrictions may be 
nnaintained on a limited number of goods. 
~inland must, however, apply these restric
ttions in such a way that suppliers in the 
::EFTA countries are given the opportunity of 
-competing with other suppliers on fair and 
-equal terms for a reasonable share of the 
~innish market in these products. 

Under the agreement between Finland and 
he EFTA countries, a new council, known as 

tthe Joint Council, will be established to deal 
"With all matters pertaining to relations be
-tween Finland and the EFTA member states. 
'The Joint Council will function independently 

rom the EFT A Council; however, a consider
eable degree of coordination between the two 
I::>odies is expected. 

The agreement of association was signed 
GOn March 27, 1961. (Foreign Commerce 
"Week!J;, May 15, 1961.) 

-CONVENTION TO APPLY TO GREENLAND: 
. ,!,he Danish Government pursuant to pro-

-V1S f ' lons 0 the EFTA convention, has formal-

ly declared that the convention applies to 
Greenland effective July 1, 1961. 

In view of Greenland's special economic, 
social, and demographic conditions, however, 
certain special arrangements have been ac
cepted by the other EFTA member states. 
Benefits from an "equalization fund" for the 
purpose of stabilizing the income of Green
land producers and the right to establish and 
operate business concerns in Greenland will 
remain conditional upon Danish nationality and 
permanent residence in Greenland. Further
more, Denmark retains its right to extE;:nd at 
any time before July 1, 1970, the Danish cus
toms duties and quantitative import restric
tions to Greenland, provided that such duties 
and restrictions are reduced and eliminated 
progressively in accordance with Articles 3, 
10, and 11 of the EFTA convention. At pres
ent all imports are admitted into Greenland 
duty-free. (United States Embassy, June 15, 
1961.) 

GENERAL AGREEMENT ON -TARIFFS AND TRADE 

REPORT ON EIGHTEENTH SESSION 
OF THE CONTRACTING PARTIES: 

The Contracting Parties to the General A
greement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) con
cluded their Eighteenth Session at Geneva on 
May 19, 1961. At this meeting, which began 
May 15, 43 countries participated. In addi
tion a large number of newly-independent 
countries, which are in process of deciding 
on the question of their future participation 
in the Agreement, attended as observers. 

Principal matters affecting the expansion 
of international trade discussed at the meet
ing were: Plans for a ministerial meeting to 
be held in late November; tariff negotiations , 
the second phase of which was scheduled to 
start on May 29; a new program for offering 
technical assistance in the commercial policy 
field to newly-independent countries; the new 
arrangements recently concluded in connec
tion with Finland's association with the Euro
pean Free Trade Association (EFTA); efforts 
to accelerate the removal of import restric
tions; and the admission of Sierra Leone to 
the ranks of the Contracting Parties. 

Finnish Association with EFTA: Finnish 
association with EFTA was supported by the 
United States. It will offer Finland scope for 
strengthening her economy and for develop
ing traditional ties with her Scandinavian 
neighbors, as well as with other members of 
EFTA. The agreement bringing about this as-
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sociation generally follows the lines of the 
Stockholm Convention, establishing the EFTA, 
and has been referred to a working party for 
further examination. 

In presenting this agreement to the Con
tracting Parties, Finland drew attention, how
ever, to a trade agreement concluded with the 
Soviet Union under which Finland will grad
ually extend free entry to Soviet goods, though 
like treatment is not to be extended to othf3r , 
countries outside the EFTA. It was g~a]
ly agreed that this action conflicts ~rectly 
with the most fundamental oblig~n of the 
General Agreement, namely the commitment 
to conduct commercial relatiqns with one an
other on the general basis of"equalit y of treat
ment, or non-discriminatioat. As concerns 
tariffs, this" most-favored'tnation principle" 
means that, with certain exceptions including 
special arrangements which create thorough
going customs unions or bee trade areas, 
t h e trade of each Contracting Party is to be 
treated no less favorably than that of any 
other country. The Fenno-Soviet agreement 
i s a clear violation of this fundamental obli
gation' since Soviet goods will eventually en
joy tariff treatment far more favorable than 
goods of other countries. 

The United States and other countries ex
pressed serious concern with this deviation 
from the most-favored-nation principle, but 
took no immediate stand on what their ulti
mate attitude might be. It was agreed that 
the matter would be given further considera
tion at t he Nineteenth Sessiori. 

Ministerial Meeting Arranged: The most 
important de cision of the session was to con
vene next fa ll a m eeting of officials in the 
trade policy field at the ministerial level. 
Over the past t hree years , the countries as
sociated in t h e work of the General Agree
ment have b een working on a program to at
tack three m ajor problems within the field 
of governmental barriers to trade. 

First, it is widely felt that tariffs remain 
an important obstacle to the expansion of 
trade. Second, the ministers will be ex
pected to a ddr ess themselves to ways of 
finding a coor d inated approach to the prob
l em of excessive tariff and non-tariff protec
tion in. agriculture. Preliminary work in 
this field indicates that both tariff and non
tariff barriers to agricultural trade have 
widely impaired benefits expected from the 

\ 

Agreement. Third, the time has come for 
policy-level attention to the problem of low
ering barriers encountered by less -developed 
countries in the expansion of their internation
al trade. Since, to a large extent, these three 
major problems are inter-connected, the min
isterial meeting offers an opportunity for ac
tion on a broad front. 

Technical Assistance for Newly-Independ
ent Countries: A start was made at this ses
sion in atfpr?ing newly-independent countries 
assistanc~ tn the development of sound trade 
policies. The Contracting Parties agreed that 
upon request from a newly - independent state, 
the Executive ISecretary should take appropri
ate action to furnish qualified technicians or 
technical advice. This could mean undertake 
ing to train officials and offering them the 
benefit of the Secretariat's experience in trade 
policy problems.. Or, it could mean sending a 
mission to study a country's trade problems 
and submitting to it a comprehensive report 
with recommendations. 

Action <2E. Import Restrictions: Reports 
were made ·to the Contracting Parties on con
sultations which the United States initiated 
with Italy and France on their remaining im
port restrictions. The United States was able 
to express satisfaction with new liberalization 
steps to be taken shortly by Italy and hoped 
that additional action to eliminate quantitative 
import restrictions would be announced in the 
near future. In discussing the consultation 
with France, the United States observed that 
while it found encouragement in the relaxa
tion of French import restrictions over the 
past six months, there was still much to be 
done in liberalizing imports of agricultural 
commodities. 

Admission of Sierra Leone to the GATT: 
With the admission of Sierra Leone, the num
ber of full Contracting :f>arties was raised to 
39. 

Discussion of External Tariff of EEC: 
There was considerable debate onthe trade 
difficulties whic4 some contracting parties, 
partic-uiarly the less -developed countries, be
lieve will be created by the common external 
tariff of the European Economic Community 
and the trade advantage resulting from th.e 
association of the overseas territories WIth 
the EEC. 

* * * * * 
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m COND PHASE OF CONFERENCE 
()N TARIFF NEGOTIATIONS: 

In the second phase of tariff negotiations 
under the General Agreement on Tariff~ and 
frade, which began on May 29, 1961, the 
Ifnited States expects to negotiate for the 
r 3ciprocal exchange of tariff concessions 
ith the Commission of the European Eco
mic Community (EEC) on behalf of the 

j ember States (Belgium, France, Germany, 
aly, Luxembourg, and the Netherlands) and 
ith other countries which are contracting 

~ ;l. rties to the GATT or which are expected 
, negotiate for accession to the General A
reement. 

I 
During the first phase of the conference, 

, hich began on September 1, 1960, the United 
, ates, along with other GATT contracting 
,:arties, has been negotiating with the EEC 
'C ommission concerning the establishment of 
a new schedule of tariff concessions for the 
~ EC as a whole to replace the present indi
vidual schedules of the member states. The 
Irnited States has also been negotiating, un
~er provisions of Article XXVIII of the GATT, 
yith 15 other contracting parties concerning 
their modification or withdrawal of individu-

I
II concessions in existing GATT schedules. 

In accordance with ~he plan to increase 
oarticipation by non-governmental represen-
llatives in the United States Delegation to the 
19€1 GATT tariff negotiations conference at 
G-eneva, the Secretary of State has named 12 
iublic advisers to serve as members of the 
,elegation on a rotating basis in the second 
) :mse of the conference. This plan was de-
f eloped by the United States cabinet -level 

It- ade Policy Committee, which is chaired 
.v the Secretary of Commerce. 

UNITID STATES-JAPAN COMMITTEE ON 
lADE AND ECONOMIC AFFAIRS FORMID 

,With an exchange of notes, Japan and the 
Ited States agreed te> establish a Joint 

nited States-Japan Committee on Trade and 
c onomic Mfairs. The Committee will con

' st: for the United States, Secretaries of 
" ate, the Treasury, the Interior, Agriculture, 
v(>mmerce, and Labor' for Japan Ministers ' 
!Dr Foreign Mfairs, Finance, Ag;iculture 
lnd Forestry, International Trade and Indus
Iry, and Labor, and the Director General of ' 
~e Economic Planning Agency; together with 
u<:h other officials of Cabinet rank as either 

Government may designate from time to time, 
as the need arises. 

Among the Committee's functions shall be, 
in particular, to exchange information and 
views on matters which might adversely af
fect the continued expansion of mutually prof
itable trade on questions relating to the eco
nomic assistance programs of the two coun
tries which require joint consideration; to re
port to the respective Governments on such 
discussions in order that consideration may 
be given to measures deemed appropriate and 
necessary to eliminate conflict in the interna
tional economic policies of the two countries, 
to provide for a fuller measure of, economic 
collaboration, and to encourage the flow of 
trade. (U. S. Department of State news re
lease of June 22, .1961.) 

WHAllNG 

CERTAIN NATIONS MEET TO DISCUSS 
DIVISION OF ANTARCTIC WHALE 
CATCH INTO NATIONAL QUOTAS: 

Representatives of Japan, the Netherlands, 
Norway, and the United Kingdom met in Van
couver' B. C., Canada, April 19 to '21, 1961, 
to discuss a division of the Antarctic whale 
catch into national quotas. G. R. Clark of Ot
tawa, Chairman of the International Whaling 
Commission, headed the meeting. While Can
ada is not engaged in Antarctic whaling, it 
does have an interest in international coopera' 
tion in conservation measures for marine re
sources. 

The U. S. S. R. is also a major whaling 
country and operates like the other four coun
tries in the Antarctic. It shares the views of 
the other countries regarding the need for an 
allocation system and agreement had previous ' 
ly been reached on an allotment of the Antarc
tic catch for the Soviet Union. The U. S. S. R. 
was invited to the Vancouver conference but 
was unable to send a representative. 

The four countries represented at the con
ference met to consider ' an allocation scheme 
between themselves. Progress was made and 
agreement was reached on the general frame
work within which an allocation system could 
be worked out. The details , including anum
ber of pt'actical problems, will be further 
considered between the Govermnp.nts con
cerned and it was proposed to hold another 
m 'eeting later in the yea,.r. 

The meeting followed the pattern of a 
similar one held in England earlier in the 
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year where the parties could not agree on a 
division of the whales caught in the Antarc
tic. 

Representatives of the Governments of 
Japan, Norway, the Netherlands, and the 
United Kingdom met again in London early 
in June to resume discussions on a division 
of the Antarctic pelagic whale catch into na
tional quotas. 

The Government of the U. S. S. R. was un
able to accept an invitation to send an observ
er. A proposal has now been formulated 
which will be referred to the respective gov
ernments for urgent consideration. No fur
ther meeting is contemplated. 

PRICES FOR 1960/61 ANTARCTIC 
PRODUCTION TREND HIGHER: 

As of late March or early April 1961, 
about 242,500 short tons of 1960/61 Antarc
tic whale oil production had been sold by the 
United Kingdom, the Netherlands, Japan, and 
Norway. 

The bulk of the oil was sold to a large 
British firm, with the remainder going to 
several Norwegian hardening plants. The 
reported price was f.-10 lOs. per metric ton 
(US$1 86.70 per short ton), an increase of 
L1 a metric ton ($2.54 per short ton) over 
the price reported a year ago. 

According to estimates, these sales rep
resented about 55 percent of total 1960/61 
production. The Antarctic pelagic expedi
tions have accounted for about 85 percent of 
the whale oil produced in the last two sea
sons. 

The entire 1960/61 Norwegian production 
of 11 , 574 short tons of sperm oil reportedly 
has been sold. (Foreign Crops and Markets, 
U. S. Department of Agriculture, April 10, 
1961.) 

Angola 

FISHING INDUSTRY DEPRESSED IN 1960: 
Despite increased production, the Angolan fishing indus

try was in the depths of a depression in 1960. 

A number of steps were taken in 1960 to ease the Situa
tion, but the question remained whether the assistance would 
be helpful. The main step taken during the year was the for
mation in August 1960 of the Institute of Fishing Industries 
of Angola (Instituto das Industrias de Pesca de ~ngola\. The 
Institute is to conduct scientific studies of the life cycles of 
fish, oversee the reorganization of the industry into a limited 
number of cooperatives (about ten), and assist in the market
ing of Angolan fish products. A study made in 1959 esti
mated that the cost of modernizing plants, closing down some 
factories, and organizing the industry into cooperatives would 
cost US$6,817,000. The Institute also took over the operation 
of the Fund to Aid the Fishing Industry. 

o 1000 , , 
MILES 

A map of present-day Africa. 

Angola also joined the International Association of Fish 
Meal Manufacturers which is attempting to encourage the in
creased world consumption of fish meal and to help stabilize 
the world market price of fish meal. One objective of the As
sociation was to gain the cooperation of Peruvian fish meal 
producers to aid in stabilizing the market. The prices 
dropped so low in mid-1960 that Angola started to grant sub
sidies to fish meal exporters as of July 1. The subsidies 
were US$15 per ton for machine-dried meal and US$10 per 
ton for sun-dried meal. The market price had risen suffi
ciently so that the subsidies were withdrawn on December 31. 
1960, 

Other stopgap measures were taken during the year. The 
fishin.g industry was not required to pay the sales tax on gas 
and 011, and the collection of all other taxes on the industry 
was suspended. Loans were made to tpe fish guilds at Mo
camedes and Sa da Bandeira; and a credit was opened for 
US$1,048,000 to the Fund to Aid the .Fishing Industry. 

These actions failed to resolve the immediate difficulties 
and to get at the heart of the long-range .problems; and as a 
result the industry's position became increasingly difficult. 
The economies of the main fishing centers were at a stand" 
still. The only realistic solution of this is the complete reo 
organization of the industry to concentrate on producing more 
canned and frozen fish. 
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~ r--A-n-g-o-Ia-' s-E_xp-o-r-ts_o-f -F-is-h-e-ry----::P:-r-o--:-du-c-t-s ,-:-19:-:5:-::9-a-n-d:-l:-:9:-::6::0~1 

~r 1960 1959 

i iPrOduct Quantity Value Quantity Value 

I 

~ish meal . ..•.. 
Dried fish . ..•. 
anned fish ...• 

Metric 
Tons 

45,085 
13,165 

1,123 

US$ 
1,000 

3,754 
2,561 

621 

Metric US$ 
T ons 1,00 0 

51,228 7,188 
13,965 2,653 

1,342 745 

Exports of fish meal in 1960 amounted to 45,085 m etric 
fl "IlS (valued at US$3,754,000) as compared with 51,228 t ons in 
~ 59 valued at $7,188,QOO. Average prices per ton dr opp ed 
<lm about $140 in 195'9 to about $83 in 1960. Othe r expor ts 

f fishery products in 1960 and 1959 included small. quantiti es 
f canned fish and fair qU,antities of dried fish. (Umtei..Stat es 
onsulate, Luanda, Aprii' 21, 1961.) . 

• ~ustralia 

H IGHER TARIFF RATES FOR CANNED 
'TUNA IMP ORTS RECOMMENDED: 

At a public hearing on tariff rate s for 
c anned fish held in Melbourne on May 16, 
1 !l61, by the Australian 'J;'ax Commiss ion, 
A ustralian tuna industry members stron gly 
r ecommended that a higher tariff rate be 
p laced on imports of canned tuna . Industry 
members claimed that tuna is found in a 
bundance in the waters off Australia; that 
the Australian tuna industry is rathe r s mall 
b ut this was unavoidable due to the c onstant 
t hreat of cheap imports hanging over the in
d ustry; and that the domesti c industry s hould 
be protected from cheap imports of c a nned 
tuna from Peru and JapaI!, which h a ve been 

l i~ ~ncreaSing the past few months. 

I 
The tuna industry aske d that an ad valo -

em duty of 50 oercent or a duty of one shill
I g six pence (about l 16 U . S. cents) p er pound 
I n et weight) of canne d tuna, whi chever is 

1j gher, b e placed on imports. (Su isan T su
~~hin, June 12 , 1 961.) 

"'" INFISH LANDINGS 
f;, ISCAL YEAR 195 9 /60 : 
. ~ustralia 's 1959 /6 0 (July 1959 - June 1960) 

ELnflSh ca tch of 78 .1 million pounds increased 
nearly 3.7 million p ounds fr om the previous 
iye~r. Mullet was the leadin g s pecies by 
~elght , and compri s e d almos t 16 percent of 
the total finfish la ndings. T he bulk of the 
mullet catch cons iste d of s ea mullet but in -

II 

eluded several other species commonl ' known 
t o Australia's fishing industry as mullet. 

Shar k landings (mainly school and gumm 
r anked second and made up about 11 perc nt 
of the national finfish catch. The 1959/60 
Australian salmon (Arripis trutta) landIng 
of 7 .6 million pounds dropped 11 percent from 
the previous year and were displaced from 
second place by shark landings which in
creased by 11 percent during the same perlod. 
The greater part of the season's Australian 
salmon catch was from fishing grounds in 
Western Australia, New South Wales, and 
Victoria . Australian salmon accounted for 
almost 10 percent of the finfish catch. r 
~--~--~--~~--~~~~--~~~--~------, ~ Australian Marine and Fresh-Water Finfish Landings, 

Fiscal YeaIS 1959/60 and 1958/59 
I====~';;';';=~ 
Principal Species 

Mullet • • ••••••••• 
Shark • •••••••••• 
Australian sahnon •••• • 
Barracouta • 
Tuna: 

1959/60 1958/59 
••• (1,000 Lbs.) •.• 

12,336 14,061 
8,457 7,375 
7,601 8,544 
5 871 

Southern bluefin ••••• 3,164} 
Northern bluefin ••• • • 3,931 5,494 
Yellowfin 

Other fish • • ••••••• .!.-!.....!.......!....-+---if.36~7~78r-+---,~34~64ii-11 
Total • •••••• • • .!.-!.....!.......!....-...l-_7:....:8::..L.:.l:::.;39==-----.... __ 7'--4"'-"4~16"-' 

The tuna catch of 7 million pounds was up 
1.6 million pounds from the prevlOus year 
and comprised over 9 percent of the total fin
fish catch. Landings of the two varieties 
fished in South Australia and New South Wal s -
southern bluefin (Thunnus thynnus macco:vi) 
and the northern bluefin (Kishinoella tonog-
gol) - -were nearly equal. 

The 1959/60 finfish catch was supplemented 
by shellfish landings of 36.8 million pounds, 
bringing the total Australian fish and shell
fish catch for the year to 114.9 million pounds. 
The spiny lobster harvest of 28 million pounds 
accounted for 76 percent of the year's total 
shellfish landings. (Australian Fisheries 
Newsletter, March 1961.) 

Belgium 

FISH MEAL PRICES, MAY 1961: 
Belgium fish -meal prices early in May 

1961 were up sharply from a month earlier 
for both imported meal and domeshc meal. 
Imported Meal: Peru, 65 percent protein 
US$120 a metric ton or about $108.86 a shor 
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ton, c .&f. Antwerp (8 0-90 percent digestible). 
Domestic Whole Meal (fish solubles added): 
62 percent protein minimum, $135 a metric 
ton or about $122.47 a short ton Lo.b. plant 
(93-94 percent digestible). 

A special duty on imported fish meal of 
$40 a metric ton or $36 .29 a short ton be
came effective on March 18, 1961. The ef
fect of this duty has been to reduce fish meal 
imports drastically. However, it is believed 
that the Belgium fish meal importers as of 
May had large stocks of fish meal imported 
in the months preceding the decree. The 
importers are anticipating a change in the 
Government's attitude towards fish meal im
ports, the United States Consulate in Antwerp 
reported on May 15, 1961. 

FISH MEAL PRICES, JUNE 1961: 
Belgium price quotations for fish meal of 

Peruvian origin as of early June 1961 showed 
a further increase as compared with the pre
ceding month. A more appreciable nse oc
curred in the price of the Belgian fish meal 
but, as a result of the special import duty of 
$40.00 per metric ton ($36.29 a short ton) 
which has been levied since March 18, 1961, 
on foreign fish meal, the p.cice of the local 
product was still lower than the Peruvian 
fish meal. Prices early in June this year 
were: Imported Meal: Peru, 65 percent 
protein, US$123.50 a metric ton or about 
$112.04 a short ton, c.&L Antwerp (80-90 
percent digestible). Domestic Whole Meal 
(fish solubles added): 62 percent protein 
minimum, $150.00-$160.00 a metric ton or 
about $136.08-$145.15 a short ton Lo.b. plant 
(93-94 percent digestible). 

Due to the relatively high import duty, 
Belgian imports of fish meal, which rose 
sharply during 1960, have now declined to an 
extremely low level. Belgium importers of 
fish meal and manufacturers of feedstuffs 
prefer to adopt an expectant attitude in the 
hope that the Belgian Government will re
vise the decree on the special import duty. 
It is rumored that the Government contem
plates reducing the import duty on fish meal 
from the present $40.00 per metric ton to 
$20.00 per metric ton ($18.14 a short ton), 
according to the United States Consulate in 
Antwerp, June 14, 1961. 

* * * * * 

, 

CONSUMPTION OF 
FISHERY PRODUCTS, 1960: 

Belgium's apparent total consumption of 
fish and shellfi~h in 1960 remained about the 
same as during 1959. The principal demand 
was as usual for fresh groundfish which ac
counted for about 40 percent of total consump
tion of fishery products. There was an ap
preciable ,increase in the consumption of can
ned shellfish, but the total demand for canned 
fishery products remained relatively low be
cause of the population's preference for fresh 

Belgian Consumption of Fish and ShellfUh, 1960 

Species Fre5h I Prepared I Canned I Total 

~Finfish: 
•••••••• (Metric Tons) •••.•••• 

Herring ••••• Y9,8:>8 .6 10,804.4 383.5 20,996.5 
5prat ........ .!J 1,347.4 - - 1,347.4 
Mackerel · ... Y3,019 . 7 128.5 - 3,148.2 
Pilchards · ... - - 2,211.1 2,211.1 
Sardines · ... - - 4,021.4 4,021.4 
Salmon · .... - 48 .4 3,863.0 3,911.4 
Other sea fish •• y45 479 . 3 369 .3 4,826 .3 SO, 674.9 
Total marine fish 59 655 . 0 11 350.6 15 305 3 86 310.9 

Shellfish: 
Shrimp ..... Y891,9 - 629.8 1,521.7 
Lobster & crawfish ~1,239 .1 - 712.9 1,952.0 
Mussels ••••• 2 22,094 . 2 - - 22,094.2 
Oysters ..... Yl,597 . 2 - - 1,597.2 
Oth er she llfish . • Yfr76 .1 - 1,045.2 1,921.3 
Total shellfish. • Y26,698 . 5 - 2,3fr7.9 29,086.4 

Total marine fish 
and shellfish ••• 86 353 5 11 350 6 17 693, 2 115 3'l7 J 

W,Used mortly for canning . 
yUsed moS1Jy for fre5h consumption . 
Note: Actual consumption figuI"e$ are not available in Belgium. 

These statistics have been compiled on the basis of total land-
ings plus im ports minus e x ports fo r ' 'fresh II fish and ihellfilh, 
and imports minus exports for prepared and canned fishe!)' JXOd-
llCts. 

fish. The consumption of shrimp experienced 
p. notable decrease, principally due to a sub
stantial drop in total Belgian landings. (Unit
ed States Consulate, Antwerp, May 10, 1961,) 

Brazil 

TUNA FISHING BY BRAZILIAN VESSELS: 
The March 1961 issue of the Review (p. 

46) contained a news item indicating that on 
December 20, 1960, the first tuna caught by 
a Brazilian vessel was landed at Santos. 
Actually, the article should have indicated 
this was the first large -scale venture. The 
Superintendencia do Desenvolvimento do 
Nordeste, an agency of the Brazilian ~ve.rn
ment, has written us that the informatlOn 10 
the article cited above was not completely 
accurate. 
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The Agency letter points out that Brazilian 
long-line tuna fishing, although on a small e 

scale, has been conducted and developing a
round Recife for the past three years. Usu
ally boats stay out from 6 to 10 days per trip. 

Brazilian tuna fishermen sell their prod
uct locally. There are at present 8 boats (39 
t o 66 feet long) employed in tuna fishing, in
eluding 2 from Escola de Pesca Tamandare, 
a short distance south of Recife. One of the 
b oats of this Government school has this year 
Landed a trip of four 440-pound tuna among a 
total catch of almost 2 metric tons. Also, 
small sail boats fishing for tuna are tradi
tional from the State of Rio Grande ,do Norte 
to Pernambuco. 

The prinCipal contribution to the Brazilian 
tuna market is the result, of course, of land
ings by two Japanese fishing companies op
erating from Recife and Santos, according to 
the letter. 

* * * * * 
SAO PAULO FISHING INDUSTRY: 

A total of 9 foreign and 225 domestic fishing vessels are 
t:"egistered at Santos, Sao Paulo. The vessels operate not 
only from the port of Santos, but also out of Ubatuba, Iguape, 
Registro, ltanhaem, Peruibe, and Sao Sebastiao. 

A Japanese firm is the only foreign company in the State 
01 Sao Paulo. The firm owns and operates a fleet of 8 trawlers 
and 1 purse-seiner. These vessels are modern and well e
quipped, and are equipped with motors of 300 to 500 hp. 
':I'heir fishing trips, which range from northeast to south 
~razU, ,last from 12 to 25 days. The Japanese firm's vessels 
('Ish mamly for tuna, "cod," "weakfish," and groupers. 

The Japanese firm is one of the three Japanese fishing 
companies which were especially authorized by the Federal 
Government in 1957 to operate out of Brazilian ports with 
a U-Japanese crews. As the Brazilian Fishing Code ~equires 
that two-thIrds of the crews and all masters be Brazilian 
II1ationals, the Government authorization was valid for only 
no years. The authorization has since been renewed for 
another two years (ending during the second half of 1961). 

Domestic vessels include: (1) A total of 57 "parelinha 
lISol a sol"--small vessels of some 25 to 35 feet in length, 
:made of hollowed logs, seating 8 to 10 fishermen, and l1sing 
O()u~board motors of 25 to 80 hp. The parelinhas operate in 
~Irs and drag a net between them. They fish mainly for sar
?I~~S. They are used in coastal waters only. As their name 

::J.n Icates, they go out at dawn and return to port by sunset. 

f (2) A total of 39 purse-seiners which are larger vessels 
o 45 to 65 feet in length, usually ~ith decks or half-decks, ' 
:~ned by a crew of 10 to 15 fishermen, and equipped with 
of 0 ors of 150 to 220 hp. The purse-seiners are generally out 

port for 4 or 5 days. ' 

as~) A total of 117 small trawlers, of about the same size 
in Ie e purse-seiners; and 12 large trawlers, of 70 to 100 feet 
qUiP~:t' ,manned by a crew of 15 to 20 fishermen, and e-

e WIth motors of 250 to 450 hp. 

The domest ' mot 8 IC vessels are 12 to 30 years old and their 
ors to 10 years old. 

The fish catch is broken down into three categories: 
Popular" special, first-class. Total fish production in Sao 
Paulo in 1960 was approximately 67 percent popular, 24 
percent special, and 9 pex:cent first-class. Popular species 
include sardines, dogfish, swordfish, catfish, mackerel, 
croakers, rays, and small groupers. Major special species 
are large dogfish, small shrimp, mullet, sea trout, and tuna. 
First-class species are large shrimp, prime shark cuts, 
spiny lobsters, "cod," "weakfish," dolphin (Coryphaena 
hippirus), large groupers, snooks, and jewfish. 

The only fish processed on an industrial scale are sar
dines, which represent approximately 40 percent of the 
popular species of fish sold on the Sao Paulo consumer mar
kets. Approximately 15 percent of the sardine catch is sold 
to 5 canning factories which sell their product on the Sao 
Paulo and Rio de Janeiro markets and in towns in the in
terior of the State, as well as in the States oLMinas Gerais, 
Goias, Mato Grosso, and Parana. 

Research work on the canning of "manjuba" (sand smelts), 
carried out jointly by the Sao Paulo and Federal Government 
at a pilot plant at Registro, is expected to lead to the industri
alization of this species by the canning industpy. So far, how
ever, the project is still in its early stages and it may be some 
years before canning on a commercial scale is undertaken. 
(United States Consulate, Sao Paulo, May 12, 1961.) 

British Guiana 

WORLD BANK LOAN INCLUDES LENDING 
PROGRAM FOR FISHING INDUSTRY: 

The World Bank, with the participation of 
two private banks, on June 23, 1961, made a 
loan equivalent to $1.25 million to British Gui
ana Credit Corporation with additional funds 
for its lending program for farming, forestry, 
animal husbandry, and fishing. 

The British Guiana Credit Corporation is 
the only institution providing development 
credit for agriculture and industry in British 
Guiana. It was established in 1954 along gen
eral lines recommended by the General Sur
vey Mission organized by the World Bank in 
1953. Its purpose is to promote economic de
velopment through credits for agriculture , in
dustry, forestry, fisheries, and rural and 
urban housing. Its capital is provided by the 
Government in the form of advances with no 
fixed repayment date. 

Funds from the World Bank loan will be 
used for agricultural development credits 
and will provide the foreign exchange needed 
for imports. Credits will be made for the 
purchase of machinery to further Ulechanized 
farming; breeding stock; fencing and other 
materials and equipment for dairying--and 
poultry farming; equipment and materials for 
the construction and improvement of rice 
mills and of plants proceSSing other agricul-
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tural products, for the expansion of logging 
operations and sawmills, and of marine and 
river fisheries. 

The Bank loan is for a term of 8 years 
and bears interest of 5t percent annually 
including the I-percent commission which 
is allocated to the Bank's Special Reserve. 
Amortization will begin November 1, 1963. 
The loan is guaranteed by the United King
dom. 

Canada 

GOVERNMENT PROPOSES TO INCREASE 
ASSISTANCE FOR CONSTRUCTION 
OF FISHING VESSELS: 

On May 12, 1961, the Canadian Govern
ment announced a program to assist in the 
modernization of its fishing fleet. A pro
posed capital subsidy of 50 percent of ap
proved costs will be paid for those costs in
curred after May 12, 1961, towards the con
struction in Canada of steel fishing trawlers 
where the new trawler will replace one old 
vessel, which will then be withdrawn from 
service. In addition, the present special as
sistance of up to $165 per gross ton payable 
toward the cost of construction in Canada of 
wooden fishing vessels over 45 feet in length 
will ·be increased to $250 per gross ton. 

In the case of all vessels currently under 
construction, the new assistance will apply 
only to work which may actually be carried 
out from May 12, 1961, and not to construc
tion work performed before that date. The 
methods of determining approved costs will 
be prescribed by regulations yet to be an
nounced. The regulations will include the 
proportion of non -Canadian content to be in
cluded in costs eligible for subsidies. (Unit
ed States Embassy, Ottawa, May 17, 1961.) 

* * * * * 
LARGE TRAWLERS ON 
ATLANTIC COAST STILL RESTRICTED 
TO FISHING BEYOND TWELVE MILES: 

Until zones have been designated off Can
ada's Maritime provinces where large Cana
dian fishing trawlers can operate to within 
the three -mile limit, they are still required 
to stay beyond 12 miles, the Canadian Fish
eries Minister announced on June 2, 1961. 

The amendments to the Canadian Fisheries 
Act (Bill C-86) passed the House of Commons 
received the third reading in the Senate, and ' 
Royal Assent on June 1, 1961. 

In clarifying the first 'major amendme nt to 
the Fisheries Act since 1932, the Minister 
pointed out that until the zones have been de
fined and published in the Canada Gazette, the 
large Canadian fishing vessels are still pro
hibited from 'fishing closer to shore than 12 
miles. The Minister made it clear that the 
interests of local fishermen would be consid
ered when certain zones are established al
lowing large trawlers to operate in areas be 
tween 3 and 12 miles from the coast of the 
Maritime or Atlantic Coast provinces. 

PRICES FOR BRITISH COLUMBIA 
HERRING OIL DELIVERED AT 
TORONTO, APRIL 1961: 

The following prices for British Columbia 
herring oil delivered at Toronto, Canada, 
were furnished on June 2, 1961, by the United 
States Foreign Agricultural Service in Otta
wa: In Canadian cents per pound: 1960: Jan
uary 8.58; February 8.32; March 8.25; Octo
ber, November, and December 8 .93. 1961: 
January 9.07; February 9.57;. March 9.67; 
and April 9.92. 

The prices in April 1961 for British Co
lumbia herring oil delivered at Tor 0 n to, 
Canada, amounted to 9 . 92 Canadian cents a 

Working from boats in a circle, sardine fisheIDlen of Black's Har
bour, New Brunswick, Canada, take up the slack in the net tD 
make it easier to brail out the fish. 
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(lound as compare? with the p.rice of 9.67 
cents in March thIS year. Slllce the start 
cnf the 1960/61 British Columbia her r in g 
fishing season, prices have advanced about 
]1.1 percent from the 8.93 cents a pound for 
~ales made in October-December 1960 and 
-were up close to 20.2 percent from the 
J\lIarch 1960 price of 8.25 cents a pound. 
I(United States Embassy , Ottawa, June 2, 
J 961.) 

* ~< ** * 

:::NEW BRUNSWICK FISH MEAL 
PRICES, JUNE 1961: 

Fish-meal prices (60-percent protein) 
.quoted by New Brunswick producers early in 
.June 1961 averaged about C$114 a short t on 
($1.90 a protein unit) for both exports and 
odomestic sales. Due to short supply and good 
odemand, fish-meal prices have advance d 
.steadily since May and as of early June we r e 
IIp about $12.00 a ton from the $102 a ton 
($1.70 a protein unit) quoted b y producers in 

:mid-May this year. (United States Consula t e, 
:St. John, June 20, 1961.) 

:::NEW OCEAN RESEARCH VESSEL 
""FOR NORTH PACIFIC: 

Canada has awarded a contract fo r t he 
'construction of an ocean-going res earch ves
sel to operate in North Pacific waters t o a 
British Columbia shipyard. To b e nam e d the 
G. B. Reed, after a former chairman of the 
Fisneries Research Board of Canada, the 177-

:.foot vessel will be the newest addition to the 
~fleet of the Board, the scientific arm of the 
Canadian Department of Fisheries. 

. The new vessel will cost C$1 , 786, 817 , a nd 
WIll be a sistership to the Board's deep-sea 
research vessel A. T. Cameron which was 

.launched in May 1958, and operates in the 
Northwest Atlantic. 

~ T~e g. B. Reed will be, in essence, a 
::i~oatlllg scientific laboratory and her fac ili 
~Ies. will incorporate the latest developments 
.In fIsheries research vessel design. She will 
~ have ample laboratory space and the m os t 
~P~to -date equipment to enable scientists 
a~lIng on her to carry out all a spe c t s of 

s~l.entific research related to Canada' s P a 
'clflC fish stocks. Such research progr ams 
. are essential not only for the cons e r vation 

and development of the s e fish stocks but also 
to meet Canada 's commitments in hIgh-seas 
investigation unde r the International • Torth 
Pacific Fishe r ies Commission. 

The vessel, the hull of which will be of 
welded steel c ons t r uction, WIll be propelled 
b y a single modern marine Diesel engine 
capable of a c r uis ing speed of 12 k not s. 
She will be a ble to cruise for 8,500 miles 
without r efueling, and will carry a comple
ment of 36 , i ncluding scientists. 

The G. B. Reed will be equipped for fish
erie s r eseirc h pu r poses employing bottom 
and mid - wat e r trawls, gill nets, long lines, 
and other specialized fishing gear as well as 
winches a nd r igging for conventional oceano
graphic s u r vey op erations . 

R efrigerated holds and dry storage will be 
provided and will enable the vessel to remain 
at s e a for a period of six weeks. avigation
a l e quipment will include radar and echo
s ounders. (Facts on Fish, May 1961.) 

Curacao 

NETHER LANDS APPROVES 
EST ABLISHMENT OF 
JAP ANESE FISHING BASE: 

The Netherlands Government has announced 
t hrough its Embassy in Tokyo that a Japanese 
fishing company's plans to use Curacao in th 
Caribbean Sea for an overseas fishmg base 
will be approved. The possibility of the plans 
mater ializing was strengthened with the pro
spects of the Japanese Fishery Agency giving 
permission for the establishment of the basp . 

The Netherlands Government is said to be 
welcoming the Japanese firm's plans thatarp 
in keeping with its policy of fostering new in
dustries. The Netherlands side has concluded 
with the company an agreement to lease about 
6 acres of land and begin the establishment of 
a large fishing base . The Japanese firm plans 
to store fish landed by Japanese tuna v ssels 
fishing in the Atlantic and prepare the fish for 
export to the United States and Europe. At th 
s ame time, it will export for other producers 
and also buy tuna . By careful handlIng and 
storing of fresh fish, the firm hopes to pre
vent claim problems on exported tuna. 

Some US$555,556 will be invested 10 the 
base, and to establish a cold-stora e fac·lI 
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of 1,500 tons and a fish ham-fish sausage 
manufacturing plant of a small size to utilize 
the fish that are not suitable for export. 

Yearly landings of some 10,000 metric 
tons and one-twentieth of the total tuna ex
ports, including canned goods, will be the 
firm's production goal. Cristobal, Canal 
Zone, where Japanese tuna vessels dock at 
present, is too far from the fishing grounds, 
and while Curacao has 15-16 foreign vessels 
constantly at anchor, only a few ships are at 
Cristobal, making it difficult to load the fish 
for shipment when they are landed. Even on 
this score, Curacao has a promising future 
as an overseas fishing base with free access 
to carriers. (Fisheries Economic News , 
June 7, 1961.) 

Czechoslovakia 

JAPANESE FIRMS DELIVER 
FROZEN TUNA: 

Two Japanese fishing companies planned 
to deliver a total of 1,050 metric tons of fro
zen tuna to Czechoslovakia. The announce
ment that Japan had concluded a frozen tuna 
trade agreement with Czechoslovakia was 
made in April 1961. One Japanese firm ex
pected to deliver 600 metric tons of frozen 
tuna to Czechoslovakia in late June 1961. 
This shipment was to be transshipped from 
Monrovia, Liberia, by carrier vessel and 
delivered to Hamburg, Germany, and then 
shipped by rail to Prague, Czechoslovakia. 
The other Japanese firm expected to ship 
450 metric tons of frozen tuna to Czechoslo
vakia in late July. This shipment was to be 
hauled directly to Hamburg by fishing ves
sels. A Japanese trading corporation lo
cated in Hamburg was to handle both trans
actions. 

Negotiations for future deliveries of fro
zen tuna are reported \0 be under way, al
though Czechoslovakia will not commit her
self to any future purchase until she has 
examined the above -mentioned shipments. 
Should they prove satisfactory, Czechoslo
vakia has indicated that she may stop im
porting frozen tuna from Norway (present 
imports from Norway are given as 4,000 to 
5,000 tons) and shall purchase tuna from 
Japan instead. According to an official of 
one of the Japanese firms, his firm has ac-

cepted malt in exchange fo r the frozen tuna. 
(Suisan Keizai Shimbun, May 31 , 1961.) 

1..t - ,~ 

-i$II 
...-:"'-

Denmark 

FISH FILLETS AND BLOCKS AND 
FISHERY BYPRODUCTS EXPORTS, I 
MARCH 1961: 

Denmark's exports of fresh and frozen fish fillets and 
blocks during March 1961 amounted to 7.7 million pounds, 
an increase of 2.5 million pounds as compared with March 
1960 exports. Of this total, 2.7 million pounds (principally 
frozen cod fillets and blocks) were shipped to the United 
States. 

In the first quarter of 1961, Denmark s hipped slightly 
over 4.4 million pounds of frozen fish fi llets and blocks 
(almost entirely cod and related species ) to the United 
States. 

Total exports of fresh and frozen fill ets and blocks 
from Denmark in the first 3 months of 1961 totaled 19.1 
million pounds, or 8 million pounds more than the com
parable period in 1960. Exports of fille ts and blocks of 
cod and related species during the first three montha of 
1961 were up 50 percent, and nounder and sole increased 
55 percent as compared to the same per iod in 1960. Near
ly 3 million pounds of herring fillets were exported in the 
first three months of 1961, compared with only a small 
quantity in the first three months of 1960. 

Denmark's Exports of Fresh and Frozen Fish Fillets and 
Blocks, and Fishery Byproducts, January-March 1961 

March Mar c h January-March 
Product 

1961 1960 1961 1960 

..... . (1,000 Lbs.) . . .. . . 
~ and blocks: 

Cod and related species 4,956 3,856 11,312 7,556 
Flounder and sole .... 1,739 1, 265 4,772 3,082 
Herring ........... 912 - 2,774 -
Other ......... ... 102 1/ 98 238 11 381 

Total ....... ... 7,709 5,219 19,096 11,019 

....... (Short Tons) ..... . 

Byproducts: I I II Fish meal, fish solubles, 
and similar products 4,741 2,096 9,923 6,76S 

lJInclu~ .. bezriDg.fWeta. 
Note: Shipmenta from the F:uoe Wanda and Greenland clliect tD ""'. ~,." 

included. 

In March 1961, Denmark's exports of 4,741 tons offisba 
meal. fish solubles, and similar products were more than h' 
double the quantity shipped in March 1960. Exports of flSJiI 
ery byproducts for the first quar ter of 1961 were 47 per
cent more than in the comparable period of 1960. 

* * * * * 
FISH MEAL AND SOLUBLES PRICES, 
MAY 1-6, 1961: 

II 

During the week e nding May 6, 1961, eX
port prices for Danish herring meal were 
quoted at 850 - 960 kroner a metric ton 
(US$11 1.81-126.28 a short ton) f.o.b. Esbj~r-: 
Demand for Danish herring meal has been UI 
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creasing, due mainly to the failure of th 
orwegian winter herring fishery. 

Light sales of fish solubles averaged only 
490 kroner a metric ton ($64.46 a short ton). 
This price represents a substantial decrease 
from an early April price of about $94.06 a 

hort ton. (United States Embassy, Copen
agen, May 23, 1961.) 

* * * * * 
'ISH MEAL PLANTS 

lDELY DISTRIBUTED: 
A Danish manufacturer in Esbjerg has 

€livered 24 complete fish meal plants, 
ansk Fiskeritidende (a fishery trade peri

<:lieal) reported on May 19, 1961. Eleven 
::re in operation in Europe, 5 in Africa, 2 in 
urkey, 3 in the Far East, 1 in Mexico, and 
in South America. The most recent orders 

::re for 2 plants for the Philippines and 1 for 
igeria . The cost per plant is about 250, 000 
anish kroner (US$36,100). 

A Copenhagen manufacturer has made five 
'i sh meal plants for Japan. They are to be 
nstalled in factoryships and will utilize the 
ateh of 25 small trawlers. 

~~j6.~.+t 

'!'UDY OF ROCK COD SPECIES: 
The 35 species of rock cod in the Indian 

cean off Kenya and Tanganyika are being 
died by the senior scientific officer of 

t e East African Marine Fisheries Research 
rganization at Zanzibar. 

The purpose of the study is to identify the 
ek eods, Serranidae. Along the East Afri
n e,oast some 35 varieties are caught and 
Id in the local markets. The fish average 
to 40 pounds each. 

The job is to identify the commercially 
lportant species, and because so far no 
e knows just what they are, he catches 
m fro,m, the Research Olgarnzation's ves

el fanihine, and then in the laboratory 
:xamines them to see ",<hat they have 
. ~n fee din g on and their breeding con
Lhon. 

Ecuador 

BAIT FISHING BY 
FOREIGN VESSELS PROHIBIT ... 0: 

A law prohibiting for 19n v ss I 
bait fishing off the coast of Ecuador 
signed by the Presldent of Ecuador m 
1961 and will ent r into effect wh n pu 
in the Registro Oficial. Balt flshmg 1S pr -
hibited between Point Santa El na, 
Province, and Cape Pasado, anabl I r 

France 

MULTIPURPOSE SIXTY-} T 
FISHING VESSEL: 

The sardine purse-sel.n r 
ent, France, has found increasmg l.ffl 
in obtaining a full cr w for its v ssel 
the summer season when a 60 -f at 
norm all carries a cre of 13-1 m n. 
the season is over, th boats fit out fa tr 
ing or shellfish dredging with a cr of - I 

In an effort to overcom this pr 
French company has mtroduced a n 
which utilizes a "pow r block" to h 
dine nets, and so cut cr w r qUlr m 
half. Two of these new v s I hic 
ft. 9 in. in length, were to go mto 
May 1961. These repr s nt th f1 

The ne vessels are bU1lt of t 
of the traditional wood, hav a cr 
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The first two vessels to be completed are 
expected to commence fishing early in No
vember 1961. 

The vessels are intended to form the nu
cleus of a state-owned fishing fleet. (The 
Fishing News, May 12, 1961.) 

Guatemala 

JOINT JAPANESE-GUATEMALAN SHRIMP 
FISHING COMPANY PLANNED: 

A large Japanese exporting firm (major 
tuna exporting company) hopes to establish 
a joint shrimp fishing company in Guatemala. 
The firm plans to send a fishing vessel to the 
Caribbean Sea off Guatemala in August or 
September 1961 to conduct exploratory fish
ing for shrimp for two months. Should this 
operation be successful, the firm will then 
proceed with its plans to establish a joint 
firm, contributing 39 percent of the capital 
outlay, and construct an ice plant and a 300-
ton capacity cold -storage plant. 

According to available information, the 
Guatemalan fishermen employ small fishing 
boats with 2- to 3-mencrews, and catch an 
average of 827 pounds of shrimp per vessel 
per day. The local fishing boats make about 
15 trips a month and land about US$2,500 
worth of shrimp monthly. (Nippon Suisan 
Shimbun, May 29, 1961.) 

Editor's Note: One other Japanese trade 
paper states that the Japanese firm will con
tribute 49 percent of the capital. On Febru
ary 18, a news release in The Suisan Tsushin 
reported two Japanese firms-were planning 
to set up a Japanese-Guatemalan firm to fish 
for shrimp off Central America. The report 
had indicated the company was to start oper
ating in April-May 1961, but no more has 
been heard about this venture. 

,--~ 

~ 
Iceland 

NEW TWELVE-MILE FISHING LIMITS 
REGULATIONS ISSUED: 

Government on March 11, 1961, issued 
regulations relating to fishing (principally 
trawling) in waters off Iceland. The regula-

tions are applicable both to foreign and Ice
landic vessels. 

The new regulations are complicated, but 
the basic points are: 

(1) By drawing new base lines, the oldfish
ery limits have been pushed seaward to in
clude an area embracing 5,065 square kilo
meters of fishing grounds on which trawling 
is barred. 

(2) No trawling operations are permitted 
by vessels of any nation within the new closed 
areas . 

(3) Within the old 12-mile fishing limits 
zone around Iceland, Icelandic trawlers can 
continue the trawling operations they were 
permitted under previous trawling regula
tions, the most recent being those of August 
29, 1958. 

(4) The British obtained concessions to 
trawl in certain pockets within the old 12-
mile Icelandic fishing limits. Under the new 
March 11, 1961, regulations, Icelandic trawl
ers are likewise permitted to trawl in those 
areas made available to British vessels. Like 
the British, the Icelanders can only trawl in 
these pockets during specified times of the 
year over the next three years. 

Therefore, Icelandic trawlers have been 
given all concessions for trawling within the 
12-mile zone during the next three years 
which the British trawlers obtained from the 
fishery settlement. Icelandic trawlers re
tained the rights they previously had for 
trawling at certain piaces and times within 
the old 12 -mile zone, but like all other trawl
ers, they are barred from the new protected 
areas formed by pushing the base lines sea
ward. 

The Icelandic trawlers will have a smaller 
area open to them after the three years ar~ 
up than before the British settlement, proVld
ing the regulations remain the same; Even 
during the next three years they will be in a 
less fa5rorable position than before because 
the new barred zones contain some of the 
best fishing areas off Iceland. 

Vessels of all other nations - -those par
ticularly concerned being Belgian and We.s~ _ 
German--are also barred from fishing wdn 
in the new 12-mile fishing limits. 

The chief beneficiaries of the new reguI1a-
I tions will be the smaller non-trawling ce-
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landic fishing vessels , as all trawling has 
been prohibited within the rich bas e areas 
off the southwest coast of Iceland. Only they 
will be allowed to fish those area s. (United 
States Embassy, R eykjavik, April 17, 1961. ) 
Note: Also see Commercial Fishe ries Review, May 196J p . 48 . 

* * * * * 
ICELAND! S FISH PRODUCTION, 
JANUARY-FEBRUARY 1 961' 

How Utilized 
Januarv-Februarv 

1961 1 1960 . • (Metric Tons) • 
KelTing.!! for: 

Oil and meal .. · · 5,437 135 
Freezing ••••• · . · . · 4,860 125 
Salting .. 2,383 78 
:Frem on ice landed a"t,road 2 470 562 

Other fish (£QQ, etc. Y ) for: 
:Fresh on ice landed abroad :>,065 5,342 
:Freezing and filleting · . ~/ 18,818 33,133 
Canning .... · . · . · . ~30 -
Salting . . . . . . .. 6,699 10,282 
Stockfish 4,597 7,251 
Eome consumption · 1,211 1,487 
Oil and meal ... . . · 504 591 

I Total production · . · 52 074 58 986 
i!/Whole fish . 
gjDrawn fish. 
;VAlso includes shrimp- -14 tons for freezing, and 30 tons for 

canning in 196 1. 

* * * * * 
IF ISHERY TRENDS, MAY 1961: 

Although t he main fishing season official
l~ ended May 11, 1961, a number of Icelandic 
t :rawlers r ecently sailed for fishing grounds 
Gff Greenland. The herring fishery con
t~nued sporadically, encouraged by higher 
f:::J.sh meal and oil prices. New shrimp 

rounds were discovered off the northwest 
ti p of Iceland. 

Fishing wa s almost entirely for Western 
arkets since no a g r e e men t has been 

r eached on ocean perch sales to the So vie t 
Jnion. A reason for the departure of the 
rawlers to Greenland waters "las to put 
h em out of reach of impending strike action 
1t home. A full ass e s sment of the main fish-
:1g season has still to be made but it was 

:fbviously less profitable than that of 1960 
a:nd left a number of localities, particularly 
cbe Westman Islands , in a worse position 
ban last year. 

Despite the large numb er of ocean perch 
o be caught off the coast of Newfoundland, 
be Fre~zing Plants Corporation s top p e d 

p:rocessmg these fis!! in May and ordered the 

trawlers to stop the ocean perch fishery until 
a 1961 ~ales contract wa s made with the Sov
iet Union. On May 11 , the daily Morgunbladid 
(Conservative Party ) s tated that the price for 
frozen perch should ris e to compensate for 
the decline in prices of fish meal. 

* * * * * 
P RODUC T ION OF PROCESSED 
FISHERY PRODUCTS, 1959-60: 

Iceland' s p roduction of processed fishery 
products and byproducts in 1960 amounted to 
236,600 metric tons (521.6 million pounds), 
valued at $55.5 million. As compared with 
1959, this represented a decrease of 9 per
cent on the basis of weight with a drop in 
value of $10.8 million. The value of frozen 
and cured fishery products was lower than 
the previous year. The more pronounced 
decline in value was for fishery byproducts 
with a drop of nearly $8 million from the 
previous year. The world market for fish 
meal and oil was depressed in 1960, and af
fected prices for Icelandic fishery byprod
ucts. (See table on following page.) 

Less fish was frozen in 1960 than the pre
vious year. This was partly due to a short
age of fish which confronted the Icelandic 
trawler industry late in 1959, and which be
came gradually worse in 1960. Frozen fillet 
production was lower by 13 percent, and the 
amount of herring frozen was 40 percent less 
than in 1959. More fish waste, mainly used 
for animal feeding, was frozen in 1960 than 
the previous year. 

Iceland's 1960 cured fish production de
clined 11 percent when compared with 1959 
principally due to the lower output of salted 
herring. The drop in salted herring produc
tion was mainly due to the larger proportion 
of lean and inferior quality herring which was 
processed into meal and oil. Stockfish pro
duction in 1960 was up about 40 percent from 
the previous year with a value increase of 
$1.7 million. 

The 1960 Icelandic fish meal and oil pro
duction was 16 percent less than the previous 
year. Less meal was processed from her
ring, ocean perch, and fish fillet trimmings 
and waste than in 1959. 

Fish on ice landed abroad (United. IUng
dom and West Germany) directly by Icelandic 
vess.els in 1960 amounted to 27,800 metric 
tons valued at $2.9 mill ion. This was 
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Ice1andic Pmdoction of &oces!;ed Fi:ltay Prodo.cts and Byprodncts, 1959-60 

Value 
Product 

1960 I 1959 1960 1959 
(1,000 Metric TOllS) Million Kronur US~l.000 Million Kronur USll,OOO 

~ 
61.9 851.7 22,413 935.7 24,624 Fillels · .......... 58.8 . . . 
2.4 17.1 450 4.4 Fish waste · ... ......... 10.8 116 

HeIring · ............ 8.8 14.7 46.4 1,221 74.6 1,963 
Fish roe · ............ 0.7 1.2 8.3 218 15.1 397 
Shrimp · · .......... 0.1 0.1 } 35.9 } 945 } 14.7 } 387 
~ster 0.3 0.1 · . · . . . . . . . . . . 0.1 0.3 0.1 3 3.7 'n el' · . · . . . . . . . . . . 

Total Frozen . . . . . . . . 79.6 86.7 959.5 25 250 10482 ?:l 584 
Cured 

Salt fish, wet .......... 22.7 19.0 205.3 5,403 171.0 4,500 
Salt fish, dried . . . . . . . . . 5.5 7.3 97.2 2,558 108.1 2,845 
Stoc~ • • • • • • • • • • • • • 9.4 6.6 213.8 5,626 149.6 3,937 
Herring · ............ 25.7 33.8 199.3 5 ,245 283.6 7,463 
Fish roe · ............ 0.4 4.6 3.1 82 35.2 926 
Other ... · . . . . . . . . . . 0.2 0.5 2.2 58 3.5 92 

Total Cured. • • • • •••• 63.9 71.8 nn.9 18972 751.0 19 763 
Canned 

Unclass. (includes sbrhnp) . . . YO. 5 YO.3 Y21.3 Y561 ~21.7 571 
BvProducls 

Meal: 
Herring ••••••••••••• 19.5 22.1 75.5 1,987 141.7 3, 72!J 
Ocean perch . . . . . . . . . . 10.1 16.9 33.0 868 95.8 2,521 
Wolffish · ........... 0.5 11 1.6 42 - -
Lobster · . . . . . . . . . . . 0.2 1) 0.1 3 - -
Liver · ............ 0.4 1) 2.4 63 - -
Other · . . . . . . . . . . . . 22.9 25.9 79.7 ~097 168.5 4434 

Oil •.••••• ••••••••• 31.0 36.7 169.3 4,455 251.7 6,624 
Solubles (50% solids)- . . . . . . 1.2 - 2.0 53 - -

Total Bvl>I'Oduc1s . . . . . . 85.8 101.6 363.6 9 568 657.7 17 308 
Miscellaneous 

Fish sldns · ........... 0.1 1) 0.2 5 - -
Whale l>I'Oducls ......... 6.7 II 43.3 1 139 40.0 1053 

Total Miscellaneous . . . . 6.8 - 43.5 1 144 40.0 1 053 
Grand Total · .. . -... 236.6 260.4 2 108.8 55 495 2 518.6 66 279 

Fish landed abroad · . . . . . . 27.8 13.8 108.8 2,863 61.5 1,618 
Home consumption · . . . . . . 17.0 1) 45.0 1,184 58.3 1,534 
1)NotsboWn. 
yMostly unclass., inclndes 60 lons canned shrimp valned at US$l35, 600. 
2./ Canned shrimp data not !hnm separa:te1y • 
Note: Values converted at rate of 38 kImmr ~~1.00 in 1959 aDd 1960. 

double the quantity landed abroad the previ-
0us year and the value was up $1.2 million. 

Italy 

JAPANESE FROZEN TUNA IMPORTS 
WILL NOT BE TAXED UNTIL 1971: 

The Italian Govermnent. in response to 
questions submitted by the .Japanese Frozen 
Food Exporters Association. announced that 
Italy will not tax imports of .Japanese frozen 
tuna until 1971. The announcement did not 
clarify what the Italian Govermnent intends 
to do after 1971. The Italian Govermnent 
also stated that in the future it will cooper
ate with the Japanese Govermnent on m.at
ters pertaining to the import of frozen tuna 
to Italy. This m.essage was relayed to .Ja-

pan through the Italian Em.bassy in Tokyo. 
(Shin Suisan Shim.bun, May 22, 1961.) 

***** 
PRODUCTION OF MARINE FISH 
AND SHELLFISH, 1953-60: 

Italy's landings of m.arine fish and shell
fish in 1960 am.ounted to 188,100 metric tons 
(414.7 million pounds). This was only slight
ly below the 1959 landings, and held at about 
the sam.e average as during the years 1953-59. 
The 1960 finfish catch accounted for 78 per
cent of the total landings for that year while 
shellfish (m.olluscs and crustaceans) account
ed for the rem.ainder. The sardine andmack-
erel harvest in 1960 com.prised 40 perceIl:t 
of the total fish landings. Tuna and tunalike 

landings (not including those landed dire~t 
by foreign fishing craft or reefer ships) 1Il 

1960 am.ounted to 1,39~ tons, substantially 
less than the 2,064 tons landed in 1959. 
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-Italy's Landings of Marine Fishery Prodoc1s, 1953-1960 

Fish 
Sanlines, Grand 

lYear Total Anchovies, & Molluscs Cmstaceans TotalY 
Mackerel 

• • • • • • • • ._ (1,000 Metric Tons). • • • • • • • 
:1960 •• 146.0 58.3 33.1 9.0 188.1 
:1959 •• 143.9 61.2 37.1 8.5 189.5 
:1958 •• 141.8 60.4 35.9 8.2 185.9 
:1957 •• 146.7 67 .1 32.4 7.6 186.7 
1.956 •• 157.2 75.9 31.6 6.5 195.3 
:1955 •• 155.2 67.6 32.8 6.8 194.8 
:1954 •• 159.8 69.3 28.2 6.6 194.6 
:1953 •• 160.6 69.1 22.5 6.0 189.1 
!JD?es oot include sponge production; and quantities laruIed by 

Italian fishing craft in foreign polIS and quantities landed by 
foreign fismnQ craft in Italian Darts. 

The 1960 total finfish landings of 146,000 
t ons did not change greatly since 1957, but 
were 10 percent less than the 1953 finfish 
catch. The mollusc catch in 1960 dropped 
10 percent from the previous year but ex
ceeded production for each of the years 1953 
through 1957. (United States Embassy, Rome, 
June 1961.) 

Japan 

EXPORT TARGETS FOR 
F ISHERY PRODUCTS FOR 1961: 

Japanese export targets for fishery prod
~cts during 1961 were approved at a meeting 
atf the Agricultural -Fisheries Product Ex
p ort Council held by the Ministry of Interna
i:ional Trade and Industry (MIT!). Approved 
p rograms are t o be submitted to the Highest 

xport Council. 

The value of 1961 export targets for fish-
ry and aquatic products other than. canned 

~ a-mounts to US$7 8,340,000; for all types of 
• c anned products (including fish and shellfish) 
• r}40,930,000; and for whale oil $21,865,000. 
~:ompared with 1960, the export target for ! -I.shery products other than canned is up 

. ~ 6,650,000, for all canned products it is 
1]) $3,635,000, but for whale oil it is doWD 

~~ 1,570,000. 

In order to achieve the targets the Gov
Ee~nment is requested by the Coun~il to con
~der the (1) establishment of bases on the 
- tlantic coast for frozen tuna (2) a publicity 
P lI'ogr . ' am ill overseas markets for cultured 
p Earls, (3) accelerate imports of scallops 
~Il~ kelp from the Soviet Union, and (4) order
f easures for agar-agar imports from 
n.-orea for export. 

The 1961 export targets for fishery and 
aquatic products other than canned are: fro
zen tuna $36,300, 000, frozen broadbill sword
fish $5;250,000, cultured pearls $27,270,000, 
agar-agar-$1~200,000, dried cuttlefish 
$2,640,000, kelp $840,000, scallops $750,000, 
and salted and dried fisb. $2,250,000. For can
ned fishery products the targets are: tuna 
$26,732,000, salmon and trout $54,145,000, 
crab meat $11,821,000, sardines $6,220,000, 
mackerel-pike $4,803,000, and horse-mack
erel $3,608,000. For whale oil the tar get 
is $21,865,000. 

With regard to frozen tuna, the Council 
asks bases be established in the Atlantic; also I 
provide financing to adjust demand and supply. 
For cultured pearls, the Council asks for a 
study of overseas markets, strengthening of 
publicity activities, together with an effort to 
obtain long-term financing for production. 
For salted dried products, the Council sug
gest that dried cuttlefish be imported from 
Korea, using similar procedures as for agar
agar, for the purpose of re~export. Govern
ment's appropriate guidance is wanted for 
full execution of the Japan-Taiwan Trading 
Agreement as to its trading plans. Consid
eration is requested for import of Russian 
scallops and kelp in view of domestic demand. 

On canned products, the Council asks for 
counter-measures to import restriction and 
advancing import tariffs in the United States; 
Government subsidy for continued publicity 
to.stimulate demand and exhibitions overseas; 
ask for a change in United States import quota 
on canned tuna-in-brine to a country-by-coun
try quota based on previous import records; 
request increases in import quotas of canned 
sardines and mackerel-pike by Southeast Asi
atic countries, but particularly, Burma, In
donesia, and Egypt; continue trading on the 
basis of letter of credit; and reduce the price 
of tinplate for manufacturing cans to the in
ternational price level. 

Also, in order to compete favorably in the 
international market on whale oil, an effort 
should be made to improve redemption ratio 
on vessels, lower -interest, and to secure mar
kets for steady and permanent exports. {Sui
san Keizai Shimbun, June 2, 1961.} 

***** 
FISHERY AND MARINE PRODUCTS 
EXPORTS TO UNITED STATES 
DECLINE IN 1960: 

The bulk of Japanese exports of fishery 
and marine products to the United States in 
1959-1960 was made up of fresh or frozen 
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Japan's Exports of Selected FishelY and Marine Products 
to the United States, 1959-60 

Item 1960 1959 
Ouantitv Value :)uantitv Value 

Metric 1.1S$ Metric U5$ 
Tons 1,000 Tons 1,000 

Tuna, fresh or frozen. 64,924 18,977 65,482 19,479 
Tuna, canned • • • • 9,651 9,473 9,905 to, 493 
Crab meat, canned • 1,941 5,359 3,114 7,542 
Other canned fish . 17,737 14,035 29,549 23,839 
Oils from fish and 

1,891 2,124 1,661 1,911 marine animals •• 
lPearls, worked ' •••• y 12,753 Y 11,759 

1JNot available. 

tuna. But exports of that commodity de
creased from 65,482 metric tons valued at 
US$19.5 million in 1959 to 64,924 tons 
valued at US$19.0 million in 1960. Exports 
of canned tuna were also off slightly. The 
greatest decline, however, was in the ex
ports of other canned fish which dropped 
from 29,549 tons valued at US$23.8 million 
in 1959 to 17,737 tons valued at US$14.0mil
lion in 1960 (see table). (United States Em
bassy' Tokyo, May 22, 1961.) 

**""** 
JAP AN£SE FEEL TUNA FISHERY 
MAY EVENTUALLY BE 
REGULATED INTERNATIONALLY: . 

The feeling is spreading in Japan that 
there will come a time in the future when the 
tuna fishery will be regulated on an interna
tional basis, like the salmon, bottomfish, and 
whale fisheries. This feeling is supported 
by the fact that many more countries are now 
engaged in tuna fishing or are interested in 
engaging in tuna fishing, and the fact that the 
Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission, 
which had been established to study the tuna 
resource in the Eastern Pacific, is now re
ported to be favoring the enactment of regu
lations to control the Eastern Pacific tuna 
fishery. 

The Japanese National Federation of Tuna 
Fisheries Cooperative Associations is con
cerned over what appears to be a growing 
trend in the world to establish regulations to 
control the tuna fishery and hopes to have 
this matter fully explored by the National 
Tuna Research Council. The Federation 
hopes to have the Council analyze trends 
and developments in other countries, as well 
as Gonditions of the tuna resource through
out the world, for the purpose of clarifying 
Japan's position in regards to the establish-

ment of international agreements to control 
the tuna fishery . (Suisan Keizai Shimbun, 
June 16, 1961.) 

SUMMER ALBACORE TUNA 
FISHING OFF J APAN: 

Fishing conditions in this year's summer 
albacore tuna fishery off ;,Japan in mid-May 
were reported promisinlJ as compared with 
the past three years . Landings of small alba
core were becoming heavy as in 1956, a bump
er catch year . However, the decline in the 
number of vessels fishing - -about 30 percent 
less than last year- - is expected to adversely 
affect the season's catch. At last year's peak, 
280 vessels were fishing, and this year a lit
tle more than 200 vessels are expected to op
erate. 

The fishing ground as of mid - May was lo
cated at 137 0 -144° E. longitude, 280 -300 N, 
latitude in the sea area south of the Kli Penin
sula. Some 100 vessels were fishing the area. 
Fish weighing 13 -15 pounds (considered to be 
extremely small) and medium 37-39 pound 
fish were mixed in the catches. Ex -vessel 
prices were down around $276 per ton be
cause of lack of enthusiasm on the part of the 
canners. Bait, which was scarce last year, 
is abundant this season. (Suisan Tsushin, 
May 15, 1961.) 

* * * * * 
ALBACORE TUNA FISHING 
REPOR TED POOR: 

Early in June alb a cor e fishing off Ja
pan was reported very poor. As of June 10, 
1961, albacore landings at the two major Jap
anese ports of Yaizu and Shimizu totaled 
8,086 short tons. This was about 60 percent 
of the production of 13,282 short tons for the 
same period last year . 

The price of albacore gradually rose since 
the start of the season and on June 10 the 
price of albacore (28-pound size) was 128 to 
131 yen per kilogram (US$322 to $330 a short 
tonL with practically all fish being used for 
canning. In mid - May, albacore sold fO.r 110 
yen'a kilogram ($277 a short ton). (SUls~ 
Tsushin, June 12, 1961.) 

* * * * * 
SKIPJACK TUNA FISHING IN FULL 
SWING NEAR TOKYO: 

On May 23 a total of 122 metriC tons of keto 
skipjack arrived at the Tokyo Central Mar 
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This was about two times as much as on pre
vious days. Besides skipjack, 38 tons of 
bluefin, 74 tons of yellowfin, and 80 tons of 
big-eyed arrived at the market. 

The striped tuna schools that had been de
layed from appearing by the cold -water mass 
which appeared just to the south of Kii Pen
insula, suddenly began their northward move
ment and the spearhead of the run arrived at 
only 10 miles from the tip of Izu Peninsula. 
As of May 24, a good fishing ground was re
ported around 340 N. latitude, 1390 E. longi
tude. Vessels from the port of Shimoda in 
one or two hours arrive in the fishing area, 
but the capacity of each vessel is only 5 to 
10 tons of skipjack. The skipjack on the To
kyo market was caught two-thirds by seine 
and only one -third by poles. Skipjack is 
generally recognized as poled fish, but this 
year 1s seine catches contradict this assump
tion. 

**~,** 

CATCH OF TUNA MOTHERSHIPS 
IN SOUTH PACIFIC: 

The two Japanese tuna motherships pres
ently fishing in the South Pacific are reported 
to have caught the following amounts of fish: 

Yellowfin •••••• 
Albacore ••••••• 
Big-eyed ••••••• 
Other tuna ••••• 
Spearfish ••••••• 
Shark ••••••••• 
Other suecies • • • • • 

No.3 Tenyo Maru Nojima Maru -las of Tune 6f {as of May 31) 
• • • • • (Metric Tons) • • • • • • 

793 294 
417 104 

- 56 
105 
206 

68 
10 

82 
26 
11 

No. ~ Tenyo Maru early in June was fish
ing in the area 100 S. latitude, 1760 E. longi
tude; Nojima Maru was fishing in the area 
11°31 1 S. latitude, 1740 10 1 E. longitude. 
(Suisan Keizai Shimbun, June 8, 1961.) 

* * * * * 

TUNA CANNERS PROPOSE LIFTING 
()F LICENSING RESTRIC TIONS ON 
:MEDIUM-CLASS TUNA VESSELS: 

The Japanese Canned Tuna Packers As' 
oSociation is instigating a movement to have 
1:he Japanese: Fishery Agency remove the li
oCense restrictions on medium -class tuna 
:fishing vessels (vessels between 40 and 100 
~ross tons). At present, only tuna vessels 
Illnder 40 gross tons do not require fishing 

licenses. The Association hopes that by hav
ing the restrictions on licenses removed more 
vessels will enter the tuna fishery, resulting 
in an increased supply of tuna. The canners 
claim that liberalization of regulations per
mitting larger tuna fishing vessels has brought 
about a situation where there are-now fewer 
pole-and-line vessels in the 40- to 100-ton 
size category, thereby contributing to the pres' 
ent critical shortage of tuna in Japan. 

The Fishery Agency opposes the proposal, 
as does the National Federation of Tuna Co
operatives Associations. Figures compiled 
by the Cooperative Association show that the 
pole -and -line tuna vessels have declined in 
numbers since the peak years of 1952 and 
1953 and presently total 348 vessels. Of 
these, 140 vessels fall within the category of 
medium -type vessels (40 to 100 gross tons). 
The Association claims that an increase in 
numbers of fishing vessels in the medium
class will cause tuna prices to drop. For 
this reason, it opposes the proposal by the 
canners. (Suisan Keizai Shimbun, May 31, 
1961.) 

* * * * * 

THREE FISHING COMPANIES ASK TO 
USE PURSE SEINES IN 
ATLANTIC TUNA FISHERY: 

Three Japanese fishing companies (all af
filiated with one large fishery firm) filed ap
plications with the Fisheries Agency for per
mission to operate the American-type tuna 
purse seines in the Atlantic fishery. 

The Japanese have been studying the suc
cess the United States fishing industry is hav
ing purse-seining tuna in the coastal waters of 
of California and off Central and South .Am.eri
ca. The three companies intend to adopt the 
purse-seine flshing method for skipjack and 
other tuna fishing. 

The plan presented calls for the construc
tion of tuna purse-seine vessels of the 450-
ton class for tuna fishing off the west coast of 
Mrica and off the eastern coast of Central 
.Am.erica. Accordine, to the three companies 1 

estimates, some 300 tons of tuna may be ex
pected to be caught during one trip of some 
40 days. Since the fishing grounds are far, 
the catch will naturally be landed- in Mrica 
or Central and South .Am.erica r _Sales-±o the 
United States and European markets will be 
handled entirely by the large fishery firm 
with which the three companies are affilated 
since they will be concerned only with fishing. 
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The Fisheries Agency has not indicated 
its attitude towards the venture. The under
taking is not without problems, according to 
well-informed sources, particularly (1) as to 
what extent success is assured of the Ameri
can-type tuna purse-seining in the Atlantic 
and it is realized that it can't be succ ssful 
if fish schools are scattered; (2) since n w 
vessels are being constructed, the initial in
vestment will be large and failure will mean 
a large loss . (Suisan Shimbun, May 30, 1961.) 

***** 
FISHING COMPANY PLANS 
T UNA BASE IN CARIBBEAN AREA: 

A large Japanese overseas fishing base 
at Curacao, Lesser Antilles (island in Carib
bean Sea north of Venezuela, which belong 
to the Netherlands), appears to be well on Its 
way to becoming a reality. On May25, 1961, 
a large Japanese company received word 
from the Netherlands Government that it 
fully supported the company's proposal and 
hoped that the company would iInmediately 
p roceed with its plans. The company was 
a waiting approval from the Japanese Fish
ery Agency to start this undertaking. Ap
proval was expected to be granted about mid
J une . 

The port of Curacao is a one-industry oil
refining town. The Netherlands Government 
wants t o bring in new industry and, for this 
reason, is openly welcoming the plan to es
tablish a Japanese fishing base at Curacao. 

The J a panese eompany will lease more 
t han 215, 000 square feet of land and invest 
about 200 million yen (US$555, 555) for the 
construction of a 1,500-ton capacity cold
storage p la nt, a small fish sausage plant, 
and other base facilities. The base will be 
used to handle tuna caught by Japanese fish
ing vessels. Catch will be sorted at Curacao 
for export to the United States and Europe. 
Tuna unsuitable for export shall be used for 
t he produ ction of fish sausages and fish hams. 
P resent p lans call for landing about 10,000 
m etric t ons of tuna per year at Curacao and 
for t his base to eventually produce about 
one -twentieth of all Japanese tuna (including 
canned tuna) for export. 

At present Japanese fishing vessels are 
using the port of Cristobal, Panama, but this 
port is far from the tuna fishing grounds. 
Also, since few foreign vessels eall at Cris-

tobal, it is not possible to ship out frozen tuna 
immediat ely from this port. In this respect, 
Curacao has no shipping difficulties since a 
numb r of for i n ships ca II at Cur a c a o. 
(Suisan Keizei Shimhu.E, May 27, 1961.) 

* * * * 

Th Japan F'xport J'rozen Tuna ASSociation 
in mid-May 19G1 dccid d on the regulations on 
froz n Atlantic tuna or .xport to Europe and 
Africa in 1961 (.July-August) . 

Th r is little dIffer .nce from th· previous 
y arls r gulations. I'or I!.urope and Africa, 
th produ Hon quota for each ve sei is 2 fish
ing trips (up to 3 trips ar possible for those 
that ar . less than 150 tons). I' or Italy, the 
top limi t i 12,000 m(!tric ton for the fixed
ba e quota add .d to a qu- ntity ·qui v-.. llent to 
what is produced by on -half n trip per ves-
s 1. I' or a n w mar t th quota will be out
sid of th . two-tnp limit if approv d by the 
board of dir ctors. ( uisan Tsushin, May 16, 
1961.) 

'* * * 
EXPORT ',RS DISC 
I"ROZE TU A T F. R pg: 

The Japan s . rozen Tuna Exporters As
sociation met on June 13, 1 61, to discuss the 
amount of frozen tuna to b exported to Italy 
in the s cond quarter (July to September), 
frozen tuna exports to Czechoslovakia, and 
the matter of s nding a del gation to Italy to 
negotiate changes in th present trade agree
ment. 

On the question of exports to Italy, the As
sociation set an export target of 3,000 metric 
tons of frozen tuna for July 1961. Byagree
ment, Japan is to export 30,000 metric tons 
of frozen tuna to Italy in 1961 (April 1, 1961, 
to March 31, 1962) and the Association sets 
quarterly targets to meet that goal. The fish
ing companies and exporting firms had sup
plied figures as to the amount of fish they 
could supply for the second quarter, but the 
Association set an export target for July o~y, 
and not for the entire quarter due to poor fISh
ing conditions. This matter of targets was to 
be explored further at the next meeting sched
uled for June 20. 

Concerning the question of frozen tuna ~x
ports to Czechoslovakia, the Association dis-
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cussed a letter from Czechoslovakia that 
stated that Czechoslovakia would decide 
whether or not to import additional Japanese 
frozen tuna after first inspecting the initial 
shipments of frozen tuna from Japan, which 
were expected to be delivered sometime in 
l ate June; that, if the quality of the initial 
shipments was good, Czechoslovakia would 
then import from Japan 2,500 to 3,000 metric 
t ons of frozen tuna which had previously been 
Lmported from Norway. 

On the subject concerning sending a dele
gation to Italy to negotiate changes in the 
t rade agreement which Japan now has with 
rtaly, it was pointed out that Italy wants to 
revise the clause in the present agreement 
which states that Japan will not be respon
sible for claims once a transaction has been 
completed, although in practice Japan has 
been adopting corrective measures whenever 
claims were filed. 

A Japanese delegation of four members 
was selected to leave for Italy sometime a
round mid-July to study the tuna situation in 
Italy. The visit of this delegation was re
quested by tuna buyers in Italy. One of the 
problems that this group will explore in
volves claims. (Suisan Keizei Shimbun, June 
L5, and Suisan Tsushin, June 20, 1961.) 

FROZEN TUNA EXPORTS TO 
YUGOSLAVIA: 

Japanese frozen tuna exports to Yugoslavia 
a.re expected to total about 12,000 metric tons 
i:n 1961. In 1960, frozen tuna exports to that 
c:ountry amounted to 11,364 metric tons, or 

pproximately 18 percent of the 40,000 metric 
t<>ns of Atlantic Ocean tuna which was ex

orted by Japan. The fish, mainly yellowfin, 
old for approximately $260 to $270 a metric 

hone These are c.Lf. prices and include five 
ercent COmmission. In mid-June it was re
orted that there were two tuna buyers from 
ugoslavia in Japan. (Suisan Keizai Shimbun, 

J une 14, 1961.) 

o(JVERSUPPLY OF ATLANTIC TUNA 
THIS SUMMER NOT LIKELY: -

The Japanese Export Frozen Tuna Pack
E rs AsSOCiation and Frozen Food Exporters 
ASSOCiation held a joint meeting on May 19, 

1961, to discuss the marketing situation of 
frozen Atlantic tuna this summer. Ordinaril' 
there is an oversupply of Atlantic Ocean tuna 
in July and this meeting was convened to dis
cuss measures of meeting the problem. 

The joint committee takes the view that 
there is not a great likelihood of an oversup
ply of tuna occurring this year. Japanese 
landings of tuna from the Atlantic Ocean fish
ery as of May were about half of what they 
were in 1960 for the same period. Due to the 
poor fishing conditions, some of the vessels 
normally engaged in the tuna fishery off West 
Mrica switched to other fishing grounds. 

The price of Atlantic tuna as of May was 
holding firm at about $280 a metric ton. 
Should poor fishing continue, it is I::!xpected 
that tuna (species unidentified) will sell for 
$300 a metric ton towards fall. (Shin Suisan 
Shimbun Sokuho, May 23, 1961.) --

:::: * * *-* 

TUNA SHORTAGE CREATING PROBLEM 
FOR CANNERS AND EXPORTERS: 

Tuna canners and frozen tuna exporters 
in Japan continue to be plagued by the tuna 
shortage. Frozen tuna exporters presently 
cannot compete for the high -priced fish, and 
canners, in order to maintain their -export 
quota which is annually allotted to each firm 
on the basis of production, must pack tuna 
even if it means operating in the red for a
while. The high ex-vessel prices are proving 
a great hardship on-the smaller canners in 
particular . 

Fish sausage producers, on the other hand, 
are reported to be able to pay higher prices 
for tuna than tuna canners and still show a 
margin of profit. They are said to be paying 
as much as 130 yen a kilogram (US$330 a 
short ton) for tuna, and the fact that they are 
paying this high price is making it most dif
ficult for tuna canners, not to mention frozen 
tuna exporters, to compete for the raw sup
ply. Some circles are requesting that meas
ures be adopted to correct this situation. 
(Nippon Suisan Shimbun, June 7, 1961.) 

PROSPECTS FOR EXPORT OF FROZEN 
TUNA TO RUSSIA APPEAR DIM: 

The president of a large Japanese com
pany flew to Moscow in early March 1961 to 
consult with Soviet Government officials on 
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the possibility of exporting Japanes e frozen 
tuna to the Soviet Union. He returned to T o 
kyo in early May and stated that talks had 
not reached a stage where sales could be 
made because there are problems connected 
with exporting frozen tuna to the Soviet Union 
inasmuch as the Soviet Government clas sifies 
frozen tuna as a nonessential item. He a dded 
that if Japan should agree to import items 
such as petroleum, lumber, and iron ore 
from the Soviet Union, it is possible that the 
Soviet Union would allow the importation of 
nonessential goods. 

The food situation in the Soviet Union is 
reported to have improved considerably and 
marine products such as canned salmon and 
canned saury are said to be found in many 
of the Russian stores. The Soviet Govern
ment is also reported to be encouraging the 
consumption of marine products and·is re
ported to be constructing tuna fishing ves
sels. But hope is still held for exporting 
Japanese frozen tuna to the Soviet Union 
sometime in the future. (Suisan Keizai Shim-
bun, May 10, 1961.) --

* * * * * 
ALBACORE TUNA SHORTAGE MAY 
FORCE CANNERS TO PACK MORE 
LIGHT-MEAT FOR EXPORT: 

The 47 tuna-canning plants in Japan af
filiated with the Canned Tuna Packers As
sociation started to pack tuna in May 1961, 
but the plants are reported to be faced with 
a shortage of raw albacore tuna. The Asso
ciation held a meeting on May 24 to discuss 
ways and means of meeting this problem, 
but did not arrive at any concrete plan. It 
has requested the Japanese Fishery Agency 
to study the problem. 

In the latter part of May the f.o.b. prices 
of canned tuna for export were $9.15 a case 
for whitemeat and $6.80 a case for lightmeat. 
The ratio of canned whitemeat to canned 
lightmeat tuna for export purpos es is not 
fixed, and in the past this ratio was about 
2 to 1 III favor of lightmeat tuna, although 
emphasis was placed on packing whitemeat 
tuna since it brought a better price. Indus
try seems to hold the view that it may now 
have to switch to packing more lightmeat 
tuna due to the shortage of albacore. (Suisan 
Keizai Shimbun, May 27, 1961.) 

* * * * * 

TUNA CANNERS IN SHIZUOKA INDICATE 
OUTLOOK IS UNFAVORABLE: 

The outlook for the t una canning industry in the Shizuoka 
area is considered unfavorabl e because of a drop in the 
sales of canned tuna fo r export to the United States and a 
number of difficult p r oblems on mat e rials, labor, and selling 
policy. A lbacore and skipjack t una cat ches cannot be ex
pected to i ncrease m uch becaus e of the decline in the number 
of fishing vessels fishing seasonally fD r tLna 'off Japan. 
Probably landings large enough to me et the requirements of 
the canners cannot be expected . 

The packing industr y in Shizu oka Prefecture has been 
growing with the packing of albacor e, skipjack in summer, 
and oranges in winte r . In recent years, h owever, the year ' s 
production schedule has been di s r upt e d by the continued poor 
fishing for summer albacore . Statis tic s on landings in Yaizu 
where more than 'half of the summer albacore is landed, ' 
show 8,500 tons landed in 1958, 5,500 tons in 1959, and 11,600 
tons in 1960 . The large landings of 1 5,000-20,000 tons in 
1955 or thereabouts seem like unattainable goals. 

The drop in landings i s attributable t o the seasonal and 
unpredictable nature of the summer a~bacore fishing re
source. Also in recent years, vessel s fishing seasonally for 
tuna have found it unprofitable and they have switched t o 
year- round fisheries. This reduced the number of vessels 
fiShing for albacore and was partly responsible for a further 
drop in catch . For this reason, ex- vessel prices rose from 
$251 per metric ton in 1958 to $301 - $326 per ton. The rec
ognized fact that the profit made on exp orts of canned prod
ucts covered or offset the losses on domestic sales is no 
longer true, since profits have shrunk to a lmost zero. 

As of mid- May 1961 canned white m eat tuna was exported 
at $9.15 per case to .b . and, judging from m arket conditions, 
it would not be desirable to raise the pric e even though the 
ex-vessel price is high. It is considered absolutely essential 
for the canners to maintain the present p ric e in order to re
tain the position of the Japanese products on t!i.e market. Con
sequently, the packer is compelled to continue production at 
the $9.15 price and he can afford to pay only around $276 .per 
ton for his raw tuna. Many in the industr y feel that buying 
raw tuna at a price high enough to make packing unprofitable 
is unavoidable. Under the circumstances, the industry is 
seriously studying how to reduce costs . Buying the raw fish 
needed for canning cooperatively is again being considered, 
a proposal which has been shelved for the past few years. 
The objective is to get adequate fish and prevent an increase 
in the ex-vessel price. The canners s eem t o be thinking a
bout concluding a price agreement with the fishermen. 

Obtaining adequate labgr is also t r oubling canners. Up 
to a few years ago, they were able to get the desired number 
of workers, but recently, considerable diffic ulty has been ex
perienced because the labor supply is dwindling. This is due 
to the fact that food processors, includi ng packers around 
Yaizu and Shimizu, have increased in num ber and, at the 
same time, the packers are in need of more workers to fully 
utilize their expanded facilities . A lso, a number of large in
dustrial plants have sprung up which are s iph oning off much 
of the labor supply. 

The industry is making an effort t o lure the workers back 
by modernizing its facilities and establishing a minimum 
wage system, but the industry finds it impossible to compete 
with the larger industries. The canner s s uc ceeded in obtalO
ing new graduates from schools this s pring, but the number 
was far short of what they nee ded . ' They were still plagued 
with lack of labor in mid - Mayas the peak in the canning 
season was approaching. 

Usually, May is the peak of the season. Last year, 
200 - 300 metric tons of s ummer a lbacore per day were landed 
at the Yaizu mar ket beginning the latter part of April. ThiS 
year, however, their vanguard had n ot yet been seen and the 
fishing season seemed to be late g etting started. The pa,ckers 

who had been packing other min or products, after firushmg 
with orange canni ng , wer e impati ently waiting for th,e b,e
ginrung of the summer a lba core fishing. (Suisan Kelzal 

I Shimbun , May 12, 1 961.) 

* * * * :or 
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STOCKS OF CANNED TUNA IN BRINE: 
The Japan Export Canned Tuna Fisheries 

Association announced late in May 1961 that 
the stocks of canned tuna in brine on hand in 
Japan as of March 31, 1961, amounted to 
301,789 cases, of which 297,243 cases were 
white tuna and 4,546 cases lightmeat tuna. 
(Nippon Suisan Shimbun, May 26, 1961.) 

* * * * * 
EXPORT PRICES OF CANNED 
TUNA IN BRINE RAISED: 

The Japanese export price of c anned tuna 
in brine produced from skipjack will be 
raised 50 cents a case, from $6.80 t o $7 . 30 
a case f.o.b. Japan. This new price was 
agreed on at a meeting h eld between packers 
and exporters on June 5, 1961. This increase 
applies to canned skipjack only . On June 6, 
canned tuna exporters submitted to the pack 
ers a proposal to increase the export price 
on canned yellowfin in brine by 80 cents a 
case. 

Packers came out strongly for the in
crease due to a shortage of skipjack tuna, 
which has resulted in higher prices being 
paid for that species. However , very little 
skipjack has been canned s ince January of 
zhis year and it will be interesting to see if 
-Chis price increase will stimul ate the pro
duction of canned skipjack. Depending on 
production, this price may possibly be 
changed again in the futur e . 

The Tuna Standing Committee of the Ja
panese Canned Food Exporters As sociation 
held a meeting on June 6, 1 961 , t o di s cuss 
the next sale of canned tuna and rai s ing the 
export price of canned lightmeat tuna. The 
Association drafted the followi ng p r oposals 
for submission to the tuna pack ers for their 
approval: 

1. Raise the export price (now about 
$6.80 a case) of canned y ellowfin tuna in 
brine by 80 cents a case. However , the 
sale of canned yellowfin at the next s ale 
(200,000 cases) of canned lightmea t tuna 
f?r ~he period June to August would be 
h:~Illted to a maximum of 100, 000 c a ses, 
wlth consideration being given to the s a le 
of large-size cans of canned yellowfin. 

2. In addition to 150,000 cases of canned 
whitemeat tuna, the Association will sell a ll 

L ______________________________ __ 

the canned lightrneat tuna (6 , 000 case s of 
skipjack and 22 , 000 cases of yellowfin) p:res 
ently held in stock b y the joint sales com,pany. 
Also, canned skipjack will be s old as sup
plies become available. 

Although the market i n the Unit ed St~tes 
fo r Japanese canned tuna i n brine seemed to 
be fairly firm as of early June, prices for 
United States-packed canned tuna in oil have 
shown no tendency to rise. Therefore, Ja
p a nese 'trading firm s are inclined not to raise 
the pric e of the Japanese pack by $1.5P a case 
as asked by the c anners. 

Canned tu na ,exporters met again on June 
12 to dis cuss ways of marketing canned skip
jack and canned yellowfin under the new prices 
s ince both products are sold as lightmeat tuna 
and it is not possible to differentiate between 
them. Agre em ent was reached at this meet
ing to cons ider 7 - ounce cans of lightmeat tuna 

, as being made wholly from skipjack and 13-
ounce and 4 - pound cans of lightmeat tuna as 
being a mixture of yellowfin and skipjack. 
Definite prices for the different sizes of light
meat tuna have not been made public as yet, 
but the exporters will include this informa
tion in the proposal which they will submit 
to the joint sales company. The proposed 
prices will affect only the 200,000 cases of 
canned lightmeat tuna in brine to be offered 
between the period June to August 1961. 
(Suisan Tsushin, June 6, 7, and 13, 1961, and 
Suisan Keizai Shimbun, June 8, 1961.) 

* * * * * 
CANNED TUNA SUPPLY REPORTED LOW: 

The shortage of tuna in Japan appears to 
be getting more serious. On May 8, 1961, 
four members of the Export Canned Tuna 
Packers Association called on the Japanese 
Fishery- Agency to request that a part of the 
increase of 9,300 metric tons of tuna given 
to the tuna mothers hip companies be allotted 
for the produ~tion of canned tuna. Earlier 
the Japan Fish Sausage Association had ap
proached the Fishery Agency and requested 
that 80 percent of the increase in the tuna 
rnothership catch quota be allotted for the 
production of fi s h sausages. (Suisan Keizai 
Shimbun, May 10, 1961.) 

* * * * * 
CANNED SARDINES NOT BEING 
OFFE RED TO P HILIPPINES: 

The National Marketing Corporation 
(NAMARCO) of the P hilippine Government 
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planned to hold the second quarterly bid open
ing for canned sardines in mid-June 1961, 
but Japan will not be tendering any offers for 
three reasons: (1) Instability of the Japanese 
sardine fishery this year. Japan is not con
fident that a sufficient supply of sardines will 
be available. (2) The embossed label restric
tion which prevents Japan from going into 
production before a contract is agreed upon. 
(3) The belief that Japan will be able to sell 
caruied sardines to other countries. This 
belief seems to be influenced by the unhappy 
experience Japan had with NAMARCO over 
claims. 

On the other hand, some quarters in Japan 
are suggesting that Japan should perhaps 
tender offers at about the same price as the 
United States. In the past, Japan offered can
ned sardines at $7.00 to $8.00 a case; the 
United States $10 to $10.50 a case. 

Rumors are spreading that NAMARCO 
may stop accepting further bids from the 
Union of South Mrica. Also, the Philippine 
Central Bank is reported to be considering 
a proposal to reject license applications to 
import South Mrican products. It appears 
that the African-Asian bloc of nations which 
strongly opposes the apartheid policy of the 
Union of South ~rica is advocating the adop
tion of these measures. 

The Philippine Islands is a leading im
porter of South Mrican canned sardines. 
Statistics show that the Philippine Islands 
import~d approximately 500,000 cases of 
canned sardines from South Mrica in 1959, 
or roughly one -third of South Mrica t s total 
export of canned sardines. In 1960, the 
Philippine Islands is estimated to have im
ported a greater amount of canned sardines 
from South Africa on a percentage basis, 
since such countries as Ghana, Malaya, and 
Burma, which previously imported large 
amOU!lts of South African canned sardines, 
began to boycott South Mrican products in 
1960. (Suisan Tsushin, June 15, 1961.) 

STANDARDS FOR MANY CANNED. 
FISHERY PRODUCTS PLANNED: 

The Japanese Ministry of Agriculture and 
Forestry on May 20 announced new Japanese 
agricultural standards for 21 canned aquatic 
products made of six species such as skip-

jack tuna, other tuna, horse-mackerel, sar
dine, mackerel-pike, and mackerel. The pUr
pose for establishing the standards is to as
sure a uniform quality for exports. The date 
when the standards go into effect is e,xpected 
to be after August 1961. The Ministry also 
plans to establish standards for c~nned orane:e, 
salmon, and trout, and crab meat ln the near 
future. Standards for three canned whale meat 
products were established not long ago. 

The standards for canned aquatic products 
are similar to those issued for canned meat 
products. Standards provide that (a) labeling 
which misrepresents the contents is pro
hibited; (b) the label should clearly state the 
species, the type and size of the contents, in
cluding the seasonings used; (c) the label 
should clearly state the name of the product, 
weight of the contents and over -all weight, 
and the percentage of each major ingredient 
used, and should contain the standards shield. 

The standards for aquatic products differ 
from those for meat products. For aquatic 
products: (1) names of the kind of product 
and brand are not required to be shown to
gether but should be clearly shown; (2) no 
designation need be made of the weight of 
solid contents of sardines in oil and various 
products canned in water, but solid contents 
must be more than 80 percent of the total 
weight of the contents; (3) in case of tuna in 
oil, it should be identified as to whether it is 
white or light meat. 

The 21 canned marine products which are 
to be covered by standards are: tuna in oil, 
skipjack in oil, seasoned tuna in oil, seasoned 
skipjack in oil, tuna in vegetables , skipjack in 
vegetables, Pacific mackerel natural, Pacific 
mackerel seasoned, Pacific mackerel in soy
bean paste, sardines in oil, sardines natural, 
sardines seasoned, sardines broiled, sardines 
in tomato sauce, saury natural, saury sea
soned, saury broiled, saury in tomato sauce, 
jack mackerel natural, jack mackerel sea
soned, and jack mackerel' in tomato sauce. 
(The Suisan Tsushin, May 29, 1961 , Shin~ 
Shimbun, May 22, 1961.) 
Note: Japanese make a distinction between skipjack, albacore, 

and other species of tuna. "Tuna" includes yellowfin, big
eyed, and bluefin. 

SMALL FISH-CANNING COMPANIES TO BE 
ACQUIRED BY LARGE FIRMS: 

The large fishing companies and commer
cial houses in Japan are reported to be push-
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ing ahead with plans to control the smaller 
fish-canning companies for the purpose of 
increasing the production and consumption 
of their own brands. In this regard, the large 
fishing companies, which started to expand 
their marketing activities on a nation-wide 
scale since last year, are reported to have 
succeeded in limiting the number of different 
brands appearing on the market. To meet 
this competition, the large commercial 
houses, which own well-known brands and 
have excellent sales networks in Japan as 
well as in foreign countries, are reported 
to be seeking new tie-ups with. the smaller 
fish-canning companies to protect their name 
brands and to acquire supplies . This com
petition within Japan has served to focus at
tention on the need of consolidating brands 
for the export market, such as in the United 
States, to meet the competition of other for
eign products. 

The above trend gained momentum last 
year following the poor tuna fishing season, 
and has been further accelerated this year 
due to the continuing poor season. Many 
smaller packers , in order to maintain their 
export quota which is allotted to them on the 
basis of production, have had to remain in 
production despite operating in the red. To 
continue operations, they obtained loans from 
the large fishing companies and commercial 
houses to tide them over the successive poor 
seasons, and have found themselves compel
led to tie '-up with these larger firms, which 
attached strings to the loans. (Nippon Suisan 
Shimbun, June 17 , 1961.) 

* * * * * 
STEEL COMPANY MAKES 
CHROME-PLATED STEEL 
SHEETS FOR CANS: 

A Japanese iron and steel firm has suc
ceeded in manufacturing chrome-plated thin 
steel sheets for the manufacture of cans and 
announced that it would put the product on 
sale in October 1961. The characteristic of 
t?e new product as compared with regular 
tlO plate is that the new product is cheaper 
and resists corrosion. The manufacturing 
technique is entirely Jap<;lnese and the com
pa~y intends to apply for a patent in the 
Umted States. 

The price of the new product is expected 
to be $194 per ton, compared with $250 per 
ton for tin plate. The only difficulty with the 

new product is that it is harder to solder than 
ordinary tin plate or galvanized steel sheets . 

The Japanes e, firm making the chrome
plated steel sheets is one of the largest iron 
and steel mills in Japan and was reported to 
have succeeded in obtaining a loan of 
$16,700,000 from the Import-Export Bank in 
the United States recently. (Japanese news
paper, June 5, 1961.) 

PRODUCTION OF F ISH 
HAM AND SAUSAGES: 

Japanese production of fish hams and sau
sages for 1960 amounted to 85,442 metric tons, 
compared with 64,670 tons in 1959--an in
crease of 32 percent for 1960, according to 
the Fish-Meat Ham and Sausage Society. 
Judging from sales during January-May this 
year, production is expected to amount to 
more than 100,000 tons in 1961, 30 percent 
more than 1960, according to estimates by 
the largest companies producing these prod
ucts. Nearly all large Japanese fishery com 
panies are engaged in processing fish hams 
and sausages. 

FISHERY AGENCY HOPES TO ESTABLISH 
. INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES 
I ADVISORY GROUP: 

The Japanese Fishery Agency hopes to es
tablish a single body called the "International 
Fisheries Policy Study Committee," which 
would be staffed by experts from Government 
and industry and concentrate on problems re
lating to international fisheries. The primary 
function of the International Fisheries Policy 
Study Committee would be to study available 
data on resources, inasmuch as all interna
tional fisheries disputes involve the basic prob
lem of resource, and make recommendations 
to the Fishery Agency. 

At the present time, problems concerning 
international fisheries involving Japan on the 
one hand and such countries as the Soviet 
Union, China, Korea, etc., on the other, are 
being handled by separate groups composed 
of Government and industry members. Indus
try members naturally express views with an 
eye to their own companyl s welfare, whereas 
the Fishery Agency is concerned with the wel
fare of the nation as a whole. 

The idea of establishing an International 
Fisheries Policy Study Committee is not new. 
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Its formation had been considered in the past 
but this was as far as it got due to difficulties 
over policy and budget. It is likely that the 
Ministry of Finance may contend that such 
foreign activities are the responsibility of the 
Ministry of Foreign Mfairs and may be re
luctant to allot funds to establish this activity. 
(Suisan Keizai Shimbun, June 9, 1961'.) 

SA LMON OPERATIONS IN THE 
NOR T H PACIFIC OCEAN: 

On May 21, 1961 , a total of 12 Japanese 
salmon m ot herships accompanied by 410 
c atc her vessels departed from Hakodate and 
Kus hiro i n northern Japan for the salmon 
fi shing grounds in the North Pacific Ocean 
and B ering Sea. The salmon fleet left port 
a s soon as the Northwest Pacific Fisheries 
Commission (Soviet Union and Japan) con
cluded its fifth annual meeting at Tokyo on 
May 21. The fishing fleets were due on the 
fishing grounds about May 28 and were sched
uled to operate until the end of the season on 
August 10 . 

Japan' s 1961 salmon quota in the Treaty 
area will b e 65,000 metric tons and the Japa
nese Government has divided this quota as 
follows: 53, 600 metric tons to the salmon 
mothership fleets and 11,400 metric tons to 
the land-based gill-net fishing fleet operating 
in the Treaty waters south of 48 0 N. No 
salmon long liners are permitted to operate 
in the Treaty area. The Soviet Union's 1961 
salmon catch target is 80,000 metric tons. 

As a result of the new fishing agreement, 
Japan's salmon cat ch for this season is ex
pected to be 65,000 tons inside and 70,000 
tons outside the Treaty area for a total of 
135,000 tons--4,500 t ons less than last year. 

* * * * * 
SALMON MOTHERSHIP FLEETS IN NORTH 
PACIFIC MAKE EXCELLENT CATCHES: 

Early in June 1961 , the Japanese salmon 
mothership fleets in the North Pacific were 
reported to be c oncentrated in the area south 
of Attu Island and were said to be catching 
an average of over 100 metric tons of salmon 
per fleet per day . Red salmon of large size, 
according to reports, made up the bulk of the 
landings. 

The Japanese salmon fleet departed port 
two days later this year but was reported to 
ha ve exceeded last year' s catch for the period 
up to June 1. 

Around June 9 the Japanese press reported 
all 12 salmon motherships concentrated in the 
area between 1700 25 ' east and 1800 and 49° 
and 52 0 north. Catches were reported the 
highest in the postwar period with an average 
daily catch per fleet of 80 tons (evidently as 
fleet continued fishing average dropped) as 
compared to 65 tons in 1960. Catches were 
composed of 60 percent red or sockeye salm
on and about 40 percent chum, with only nomi
al showings of pink. (United States Embassy, 
Tokyo, June 9, 1961.) 

* * * * * 
KING CRAB FLEETS IN NORTH PACIFIC 
REPOR T GOOD FISHING: 

The Japanese king crab fleets operating in 
the Okhotsk Sea and in Bristol Bay are re
ported to be having excellent crab fishing. 
All crab fleets are said to be averaging about 
12 crabs per tan of tangle nets . The Okhotsk 

Japanese King Crab,Fleets' Production as of May 22, 1961 
No. of 

Area Fleet No. Percentage Cr;lbs 
Cases Recovery Caught 

Per Tan 
Okhotsk Sea ~Maru 16,021 30.1 12.0 

" " Yoku M2!!! 18,900 28.3 12.6 
" " Kaivo Maru 15,483 30.2 11.4 

" " Shiraneyama Maru 14 244 27.8 11.7 
lIristol lIay 'l.qgi. M,.aru 35,658 - 11.9 

Sea fleets have packed 25 percent of their 
quota of 260,000 cases of canned crab meat 
and the Tokei Maru (Bristol Bay ) 45 percent 
of its quota of 80,000 cases . (Suisan Keizai 
Shimbun, May 26, 1961.) 

HALIBUT CATCH TARGET OF 28 
NORTH PACIFIC BOTTOMFISH FLEETS: 

The halibut catch target of the 28 Japanese 
bottomfish fleets scheduled to operate in the 
North Pacific (of which 20 are already on the 
fishing grounds) totals 47,000 metric tons. 
This represents an increase well over six . 
times that of last year's catch of 7,200 metr1c 
tons. Of this year's catch, about 2,000 to 
3,000 tons of frozen halibut are expected to 
be exported to the United States. 

In 1960 the price of frozen halibut steaks 
exported to the United States was 35-38 cents 
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a pound, c.i.f. delivery east coast of the 
United States. In view of the much larger 
production this year, the export price is ex
pected to fall to 32 -33 cents a pound. (Suisan 
Tsushin, June 2, 1961.) 

Editor's Note: Previous reports had an
:lCJunced the halibut catch target for 24 of the 
S fleets as 37,891 metric tons. 

* * * * * 
~D FISHING REPORTED BY SHRIMP 
ACTORYSHIP IN NORTH PACIFIC: 

A large Japanese fishing company 's fac 
oryship Eijin Maru (7,400 gross tons) com

enced shrimp fishing in the Bering Sea on 
ay 20, 1961. As of May 23, the Eijin Maru 

acked 723 cases of canned shrimp, and 103 
etric tons of frozen shrimp, and 21 tons of 

ther products. Eijin Maru was o,f6erating in 
the vicinity of 570 N. latitude, 170 W. longi
tude. 

The factory ship is scheduled to fish and 
Ilack for 130 days and is expected to return 
to Japan in mid-October 1961. The produc 
h on target is 60,000 cases (48 7 -oz. cans) of 
canned shrimp and some 3,500 tons of frozen 
s hrimp, rockfish, Alaska pollock, and cod. 

Suisan Keizai Shimbun, May 26, and June 8, 
1961.) 

***** 
ORTH PACIFIC BOTTOMFISH 

_ ISHERY TRENDS AS OF MAY 22, 196 1: 
A large Japanese fishing company's stern 

""awler, No. QQ Akebono Maru (1,470 gross 
ns), operating in Aleutian Island waters was 

oeported to have caught 1,581 metric tons of 
I _sh as of May 22, 1961. Catch by species 

-as : flatfish 1,062 metric tons, cod 37 tons, 
I laska pollock 267 tons, rockfish 82 tons, 

hrimp 133 tons. (Suisan Keizai Shimbun, 
ay 28, 1961.) . 

* * * * * 
°ISHING COMPANY PLANS 
XPERIMENTAL TRAWLING OFF 
ODIAK ISLAND ALASKA' 
_ A large Japan~se fishing company is plan

r:,-ng. to carry out experimental trawling off 
Kodlak Island, south of the Alaskan Peninsu
I a. It is reported that the area has stocks of 
balibut, shrimp, and silver cod. Last year 

wo o~er fiShing companies, plus the one 
P anning to trawl this year, conducted indi-

vidual experimental trawling op ratton nd 
found that catch prospects w rood. 

This year's op ration is xp c d to 
a small scale, using 2 or 3 res arch 
(Suisan Keizai Shimbun, May 31, 1 G 1.) 

* * * * * 
ANOTHER COMPA .. Y PLA S TR \ I I 
OPERATION OFF NORTHWEST FRIC : 

A third Japanes e fishing company pI ns 
participate in pelagic trawling begmrun n 
year in the Atlantic off th west coast of rlC 

The company will construct two larg t rn 
trawlers of the 1,500-ton class. On of th 
two will be completed by th ycar- nd nd th 
other by April 1962. At first, th ~y will b 
used for fishing off 1 ew Zealand and lat r f r 
development of fishing grounds off th north
west coast of Australia prior to b "mg s nt to 
the Atlantic off northwest Africa. PrevlOusly, 
two other companies had announced plans for 
trawling operations off northw st Africa. 
(Suisan Keizai Shimbun, June 2, 1961.) 

* * * * * 
GOVERNMENT TO SUBSIDIZE 
CONSTRUCTION OF TWO 
COLD-STORAGE PLANTS; 

The Japanese Government has launch d a 
four-year plan to subsidize the constructIon 
of 12 cold -storage plants and facilities m Ja
pan. To get this program started, th Jap -
nese Fishery Agencj was allott d a bu g t of 
100 million yen (US$277,777) for Ii 1 1 
(April 1, 1961 to March 31, 1962). This sum 
includes 97,500,000 yen ($270,833) for sub 1-

dizing up to 30 percent of the constructlon f 
two cold -storage plants and 2.5 million n 
($6,944) for subsidizing the constructlOn of 
refrigerated rail cars. 

For 1961 the Fis hery Agency has s 1 ct d 
the ports of Miyako (Iwate Prefectur ) 10 

northern Japan and FukuokR. (Fukuoka Pr -
fecture) in southern Japan to rec iv thIS 
Miyako was selected to h lp stablllZ It 
saury fishery and Fukuoka was chos n t 
sist that city's mackerel fish rYe nd r th 
Government-aid plan, in addihon to f n nCl 
assistance to construct a fre ZlOg pI nt 11 
ko will get two refrigerated rail C r nd 
F'ukuoka one. (i ippon Suisan Shlmbun, a 
26, 1961.) 

***** 
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FISH MEAL PRICES, 
JANUARY-APRIL 1961: 

Average domestic wholesale and export 
fish meal prices for January-April 1961 
quoted by the Aquatic Oils Association of 
Japan were as follows: 

Japanese Average Fish Meal Prices, January-April 1961 

Domestic Export 
Wholesale Price Price (f.o. b.) 

US$ Per US$ Per US$ Per US$ Per 
Metric Ton Short Ton Metric Ton Short Ton 

1961 
139.42 126.48 IJanuary .. l/ 161. 67 l/146.67 
147.20 133.54 Februaty 165.00 149.69 

March •• . 166.67 151.20 149.00 135.17 
April .. 163.89 148.68 ?J ?J 

J-/ Revised. 
?JNot available. 

The average price for April includes 
prices for saury, atka -mackerel, launce, 
jack mackerel-sardine meal, and fish waste 
cake (45 percent protein of cod and pollock). 
The price of fish waste cake was $125 a met
ric ton ,while the prices of the other types 
ranged from $161.11 to 166.67 a metric ton. 
(United States Embassy, Tokyo, June 9, 196L.) 

* * * * * 
LANDINGS OF FISHERY 
PRODUCTS IN 1960: 

Japan's total landings (excluding whaling operations) 
in 1960 amounted to 6,192,000 metric tons--5 percent 
more than the previous year when 5,880,000 tons were 
reported. For the first time, landings surpassed the 
6,OOO,OOO-ton mark and established a new record. While 
in 1960 flatfish landings by mothership-trawling operations 
in northern Pacific waters almost doubled and horse-mack
erel and c ommon mackerel landings increased, mackerel
pike landings dropped as compared to 1959. In spite of in
creased landings, the average ex-vessel price of 13 cents 
per kilogram (5.9 U.S. cents a pound) was 18 percent higher 
than in 1959. Total ex-vessel value was $922,222,222, a
bout $150 million more than the previous year. Whaling 
production amounted to 18, 800 blue-whale units , a decrease 
from the previous year. 

Marine landings amounted to 5,812,000 tons, 4 percent 
over the previous year. The increase is attributed to the 
catch in the North Pacific of fish for reduction (420,000 
metric tons of fish utilized in the production of fish meal, 
twice as much as in 1959), horse-mackerel landings from 
the East China Sea, and tuna long-line catches in the At
lantic. Increases in those landings were partially offset by 
poor fiShing for mackerel-pike, dip -netting, and hook -and
line skipjack tuna fishing. But prices were 'unexpectedly 
good. Trawling west of 1300 in the North Pacific, medium
size trawling, and purse-seining catches were fairly stable. 
On the basis of species alone, 1960 landings were down by 
43 percent for skipjack, 45 percent for saury, and 34 per
cent for sardines. 

The catclr of fresh-water fisheries amounted to 73,000 
tons, and fish-culture yielded 280,000 tons. 

The tuna long-line fishery with bases in Japan in 1960 
caught 322,000 tons, 10 percent more than in 1959. Landings 
by the tuna long-line fishery .with bases in the Atlantic were 
up 44 percent and amounted to 72,000 tons. The landings by 
the ~orth Pacific mothership trawling operations in 1960 were I 

Japanese Landings of Principal Species, 1959-60 

Species 1960 1959 

•••• (1,000 Metric Tons) •..• 
Sardine ••••••.••••• 78 119 
Anchovy ........... 349 356 
Horse-mackerel •••••• 595 432 
Mackerel •••.•.••••• 351 294 
Mackerel pike. • •• • • • • 287 522 
Skipjack tuna ••••••••• 94 166 
Bluefin tuna • . • • • • • • • 65 51 
Albacore tuna ••••••.• 89 68 
Big-eyed tuna ......... 72 74 
Yellow fin tuna ••••••.. 154 126 
Salmon, trout .••••••• 152 184 
Flatfish, flounder .• . . . 509 262 
Cod ..•.••••.• ... · 67 66 
Alaska pollock •••••• · 379 376 
Atka mackerel ••••.• · 115 100 
Others .•.••• . .... · 1,166 1,130 

Total fish •••••• 4,522 4,326 

Shellfish .......... 504 464 
Other aquatic animals . · 776 753 
Seaweeds •••.•••• . 386 337 

Grand total • • • . •. 1/ 6,188 5,880 
~ expJanation is given as 10 why !his IOtal is I ... !han the IOta! of 6, 192,000 _ 

men.t:i.oned in the text. 

226 percent more than in 1959. The skipjack hook-and-line 
fishery landed 109,000 tons, 40 percent less than in 1959. 
(Japanese newspaper and Suisan Keizai Shimbun, June 1,1961.) 

SCIENTIST SUCCEEDS IN HATCHING 
TUNA YOUNG: 

The Nankai Regional Fisheries Research 
Laboratory (Kochi, Kochl Prefecture) reports 
that one of its scientists has succeeded in 
rearing big-eyed tuna from the egg stage and 
obtained valuable information concerning the 
morphology of the young of that species. 

The experiment was conducted by strip
ping eggs from a ripe female big-eyed tuna 
and fertilizing them with sperm from a male 
big-eyed tuna. Water temperature was held 
between 280 and 290 C. (82.40 -84.20 F.). The 
first cell cleavage occurred in 40 minutes 
and tuna young (1.5 millimeters long) emerged 
after 21 hours. 

This hatching experiment was done on the 
research vessel Taisei Maru, 579 gross tons, 
of Mie Prefectural Fisheries Research Sta
tion, while the vessel was engaged in tuna re
search in the Indian Ocean in February 1961. 
Three separate experiments were run, two of 
which met with success and two baby tunas 
were hatched. 

The results of this work are to be repor:ted 

at the Pacific Science Congress to be ~eld 10 

Honolulu in August. (Nippon Suisan Shim~' 
May 31, 1961.) 
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MODERN OYSTER CANNING 
.AND FREEZING PLANT: 

In Hiroshima, Japan, there was opened in 
1960 a modern oyster-freezing and canning 
plant. It is owned and operated by a leading 
Japanese salmon-canning firm. 

The oyster processed is Ostrea ~, 
I own on the North American west coast as 
he Pacific oyster. The oysters are grown 
n Hiroshima Bay. Raft culture only is em
loyed. The oysters are grown on wires 
uspended from bamboo rafts and thus never 
o uch the sea bottom. This method keeps 
b em free from mud and drills and in a con
i nuously moving current of water which pro -

otes rapid growth. 

The frozen and canned products are for 
xport. Before entering the buildi.p.g, the 

a.hell oysters are spray-washed with water 
containing 100 parts per million of chlorine, 
and during processing the oysters are 
washed with water which meets drinking 
water standards. The oysters are hand
opened because steam opening has a tendency 
to shrink and toughen them. 

Both frozen and canned oysters are hand
packed. The former are frozen individually 
ill polyethylene sheets, formed into individual 
pockets and with a labeled cover which is 
h eat-sealed before freezing. Freezing is 
d one in 20 minutes at -300 F. Tunnel-freez
Lng capacity is 10 tons of shucked oysters in 
B hours. 

Technical guidance in plant design, equip
, ent, · and sanitary and quality control was 

r ovided by a west coast United States firm, 
: Dlich has been in the oyster business for 

any years, utilizing spat imported from 
pan. This firm has world distribution 

I 'i ghts to the oyster products produced by 
e Japanese plant. (Fisheries Newsletter, 

I~arch 1961.) 

***** 
tOKYO'S FISH MARKET 

GEST IN ASIA: 
Fish dealers throughout Tokyo converge 

[each .~orning at the Uogashi fish market in 
lI':SukiJl, the largest wholesale fish market 
elI Asia. The market is formally called the 
~etropolitan Central Wholesale Market. 
~though it also deals with fruits and vege-

tables , it is commonly known as the 11 fish mar
ket," and supplies a daily average of 1,600 tons 
of fish to the nine million citizens of Tokyo . 

Approximately 1,600 licensed brokers and 
25,000 retail fishmongers are at the market 
every morning, where a day's transaction 
reaches an average of Y150 million 
(US$417,000>' 

The origin of this market dates back to 
1590 (18th year of Tensho) when Ieyasu Toku
gawa established his Shogunate headquarters 
in Tokyo, then called Edo. Chief fisherman 
Mogoemon Mori, together with 30 others, was 
ordered by Ieyasu to supply fish required by 
his headquarters. The fish market was lo
cated on the banks adjacent to the Nihon-bashi 
in the center of Tokyo, and it prospered until 
destroyed by the 1923 earthquake. Immediate
ly after the earthquake, it was relocated at 
its present site. 

A typical day at the market, except for 
three regular holidays a month, begins at 4 
a.m. The dim lights from the ceiling illumi
nate a vast variety of fish, some placed di
rectly on wooden boards and others packed in 
wooden pails and cases. The first trickle of 
men are the brokers who act as middlemen 
between wholesalers and retail fishmongers. 
They check the variety and freshness of the 
fish displayed for the auction sales. The fish 
have been carried into the market from all 
parts of the country by trains, trucks, and 
vessels, arriving at the market from 10 p.m. 
of the previous night. 

In the market, there are seven wholesale 
firms to which the fishermen entrust the sale 
of their fish--at a margin of six percent. A
bout 60 percent of the fish is transported to 
the market by freight trains, 25 percent by 
trucks, and the rest by fishing boats. These 
fish are sorted and displayed by cargo agents 
who work throughout the night. The fish is 
sold to the highest bidder at the daily auction. 
Scores of brokers surround the wholesalers 
and go through the auctioning procedure with 
shouts and unique hand-signs. The bidding 
closes within an hour or so, and the fish is 
then carried to the stalls of brokers in the 
market to be sold later in the morning to re
tailers. 

The brokers classify the fish by size and 
kind for the convenience of the retailers. A
mong the 1,600 auctioneers engaged in the 
bidding are several large independent buyers 
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for chain restaurants, schools, and institu
tions such as the Japan Sel£.-Defense Forces 
and others. When the auction sales are 
closed, registered fish retailers come to the 
market. The rush hour created by these re
tailers is around 8 a.m., when the 200,000-
square-meter market is filled with trucks, 
tricycles, and handcarts. 

There are five ice plants inside the area, 
and five ice rooms capable of storing up to 
9,000 metric tons of fish. In addition, there 
are offices and space for transport compa
nies, restaurants, barber shops, fish com
panies' and labor unions. 

All of the market buildings and the lots are 
owned by the Tokyo Metropolitan Government, 
which receives some Y500 million ($1,390,000) 
in annual rentals. About 200 employees of the 
Tokyo Metropolitan Government work at the 
market to facilitate its operations and man
agement. 

The most popular varieties of fish handled 
in the market are sardines, tuna and bonito, 
swordfish, red sea-bream, mackerel, mack
erel-pike, flatfish, yellowtail, cuttlefish, 
whale, and blue shark. (Japan Report, May 
15, 1961, Consulate General of Japan, New 
York City.) 

Liberia 

TUNA FISHING COMPANY 
ESTABLISHED BY JAPANESE: 

As a second venture in West Mrica, one 
of the large Japanese fishing firms has 
formed the Tuna Fishing Company of Liberia, 
according to the May 12, 1961, issue ofDansk 
Fiskeritidende, a Danish fishery periodical. 

Soon there will be constructed in Monrovia, 
Liberia's capital, a fishery plant which will 
can tuna landed by six Japanese tuna vessels. 
In the next two years the fleet will be ex
panded to 30 vessels. 

It is understood that the Liberian company 
will form the Japanese mother company's 
main undertaking in Mrica. A similar af
filiated enterprise already has started opera
tions in Freetown, Sierra Leone, also on the 
West Mrican Coast. 

Ma aya 

JAPANESE-MALAYAN TUNA COMPANY 
IN FULL OPERATION: 

During a period of 15 months to the end of 
April 1961, the Japanese-Malayan tuna com
pany at Penang, Malaya, bought 1,234 metric 
tons of tuna from Japanese fishing vessels. 
The Malayan firm produ,ced from the fish 
70,610 cases of canned tuna (mainly in oil), 
240 tons of frozen fish, and some fish sau
sages and fresh fish. 

Offers for canned tuna from Europe came 
in as soon as sample cans had been distributed. 
Forward sales for SlX months have been con
tracted. 

The firm's needs for Japanese fishing ves 
sels have been filled. (Japanese periodical, 
J ,me 1, 1961.) 

-=--,-
TUNJi 

Netherlands 

ANT ARCTIC WHALING PRODUCTION 
FOR 1959/1960 AND 1960/61 SEASONS: 

The management of the N eder landse Ma
atschappij voor de Walvisvaart (Netherlands 
Whaling Company) of Amsterdam has an
nounced final figures on the total production 
of its Antarctic whaling expedition for the 
season ending April 6, 1961. 

Netherlands Anta1'ctic Whaling Production, 1959/60 and 196Q'61 

Product 

Whale oil ••••••••••••••• 
iSperm oil ••••••••••••• •• 
Whale meal ••••••••••••• • 
iF'rozen whale meat •••••••• •. 
lMeat for Japanese re£riQeratin~ vessel • 

SeasoD 
1960 / 61 19S9/19J(, 
• • (Metric Tons) •• 
21,588 23,505 

1,708 337 
3,947 4,711 
2,139 1,725 
5 187 -

Since total production of whale oil is over 
20,000 metric tons, it is expected that the , 
maximum dividend of six percent will be paid 
for the fiscal year ending on June 30, 1961., 
The contract between the Netherlands Whaling 
Company and the Netherlands Government, 
stipulates that the maximum dividend of SIX 

percent will be paid when production of whale 
oil is over 20,000 tons. 

The entire 196 0/1961 whale oil production 
has been sold to a British firm at L73/10 0 
(US$205.80) a long ton as compared to l..7,2/~ 
($203.00) a ton in the previous year. (UDlt~) 
States Embassy, Amsterdam, April 20,196 . 
Note. AW see Commercial Fid1eries ~ J JJIly 1960 p. 68. 

* * * * * 
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PROFITS FROM 1960/61 ANTARCTIC 
WHALING SEASON DECLINE: 

The Netherlands Whaling Company of 
Amsterdam has released preliminary finan

, cial figures for the 1960/1961 whaling sea
s on. In the statement accompanying the fig
-UTes the management states that operating 
:pTofits amounted to approximately fl. 6.5 

Hlion (US$l, 796,000) as compared tofl. 6.8 
Hlion ($1,878,000) for the 1959/1960 sea

on. Net profits will reportedly amount to 
nly fl. 100,000 ($28 , 000) , as compared to 

1.1.1 million ($304,000) for the previous fis
al year as a result of a loss of fl. 900,000 

$249,000) caused by the revaluation of the 
ilder. However, a paper profit on the sale 

f the former factoryship Bloemendael to a 
apanese company will compensate the re
aluation loss, since the Bloemendael was 
old before the revaluation. The dividend for 
960/1961 is expected to remain unchanged 
t six percent, the United States Consulate 

in Amsterdam reported on June 6, 1961. 
note: One guilder (abbreviated fl.) is equal to about US$O. 27/i. 

, Nigeria 

JAPANESE-NIGERIAN JOINT FISHERY 
I E NTERPRISE PLANNED: 

An economic mission of the Nigerian 
Government was expected to arrive in Japan 
jn mid-June 1961 to ask for a long-term loan 

I ~c:::l establish a joint Nigerian-Japanese fish-

I 
::lng, canning, and reduction company. The . 
oC _ompany would be capitalized at ¥500 mil-
h on (US$1 , 389,000) at the first stage, con-

isting of ¥150 million ($416 ,000) of cash 
Ius other assets from Japanese interests , 
200 million ($556,000) from the Nigerian 
overnment, and ¥150 million ($416,000) 

trom one Nigerian shipping and trading com
any. 

During the 3 -year plan, about a dozen 
apanese tuna vessels of 100-150-ton class 

",ould be sent to Nigeria to catch annually 
bout 25 , 000 metric tons of tuna. A cold
torage plant for 2, 000 tons of frozen fish, 
cannery, a reduction plant, and a process-

109 and salt fish plant would be built. 

It is said that most of the products pro
Id Uced would be marketed locally and that in 

I tile future a fish school with laboratory 

would be constructed. (Japanes~ flshery p _ 
riodical, March 31, 1961.) 

* * * * * 
SURVEY OF FISHERIES POTE.l TTIAL OF 
WESTERN REGION PLA T TED: 

The western region of Nigena has b n 
allotted $564,000 from the United "ations 
SpeCial Fund for a survey of the area's flsh
eries. In addition to the Special Fund aBoca
tion, the Government of Nigeria WIll contrib
ute the equivalent of $265,000 towards th 

I 
cost of the survey, which will be conduct d 
by the Food and Agriculture Orgamzation. 

Due to the high consumption of fish III the 
Western Region of Nigeria, half of which IS 

imported, it has been decided to explor th 
possibility of setting up a modern syst m of 
fish production and distribution. The pecla 
Fund assistance in carrying out a fishenes 
survey of the area will involve two pbas s. 
The first, lasting one year, will consist of a 
survey to determine the most economical wa 

A 20-foot aluminum surf boat designed and built in England for 
the Nigeria Fisheries Department. It is an experimental ves
sel designed under Food and A g ric u 1 t u r e Orgaruzation 
guidance for ring-net fishing. Shows the ludder bem9 pla.ced 
in position during the first trials of the boat. 

of catching fish and of collectlllg fish from 
scattered villages and delivering them to a 
central distribution point on land. This phas 
will also cover fish production, handling, 
processing, and pOSSIbly the feasibility of 
fish pond culture. If the survey confirms 
the feasibility of developing fisheries, the 
project will then proceed to demonstratlOn 
and pilot schemes to determine the most 
economical methods of undertaking develop
ment and expansion of the fishing ·ndustry. 
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Norway 

NEW DESIGN OF STERN TRAWLER 
PROVIDES PALLETIZED 
STOWAGE OF CATCH: 

A " look-all-round" wheelhouse and fish 
stored in aluminum pallets are two of the 
interesting features in a new shelterdeck 
stern-trawler design developed by a Bergen, 
Norway, shipyard. Designs have been devel
oped for trawlers of 186 feet and 213 feet. 
Before laying the designs, observations were 
made of the factoryship-trawler Fairtry III; 
and Russian, German, and Dutch designs for 
stern trawlers were studied. 

Particular attention was paid to factors 
such as range and versatility, as the vessels 
must be equally suitable for long salt-fish 
trips or short trips to provide fresh fish for 
coastal processing plants. 

To facilitate the discharge of raw fish to 
the processing plants, the catch will be boxed 
in aluminum boxes or trays stacked on pal
lets, and the floor of the fish hold will be kept 
clear for the movement of forklift trucks. 
The fish hold will have a capacity of 2,900 
boxes. Each box will hold a layer of ice and 
100 -110 pounds of fish. In the lower hold, 
each pallet will hold 22 boxes and in the 
'tween decks, 18 boxes. In the smaller of 
the two designs, there is provision for two 
tanks in which it is hoped to store minced 
waste, if means can be found to preserve it. 

The deck layout will be such that there is 
a minimum trawl deck length of 70 feet, and 
gear will be handled in a manner similar to 
that developed on the original Fairtry. Below 
decks, it is intended to keep the fishing gear 
operations and fish-stowing and gutting ac
tivities sharply separated by means of struc
tural division. The fish will be gutted below 
the trawl deck aft, and processing machinery 
and fish meal plant may be installed at the 
owners' discretion. At present it is planned 
to keep the bulk of the fish in boxes in a 
chilled fish hold. Prime fish such as halibut 
will be frozen in the round and kept in cold 
storage. (World Fishing, May 1961.) 

STERN TRAWLER EXPECTED TO 
EXTEND FISHING TIME AT SEA: 

Norway's first stern trawler, the 630-
gross ton, 151-foot long, Hekktind, was built 
in North Norway at a cost of about Kr. 3.5 
million (?-bout US$489,500). Designed for 

deep-sea fishing, it can carry about 380 metric 
tons of fresh fish in 2,400 standard size ahUni
num cases. Its refrigerated storage room has 
a capacity of over 10,000 squar feet. 

An ordinary Norwegian trawler operates a
bout 250 days a year, but its effective fishing 
time is much less . With th Hekktind, it is 
hoped, th effective fishing time can be extended 
to about 250 days out of 325 operating days a 
year. 

Before the contract was signed for con
struction of the II kktind, n ar ly Kr. 1 million 
(US$140,000) was sp nt on pr paratory work 
and tests in the Ship Model Tank at the Insti
tute of Technology in Trondheim. (News of 
Norway, May 4, 1961.) ---

* * * * * 
COD FISHERY TRENDS, 
JANUARY I-MAY 5,1961: 

The 1961 season's total landings of mature 
cod and young cod in orway January I-May 
5, 1961, amounted to 108,325 metric tons, 
compared with 96,209 tons last year . Of the 
landings, 60,263 tons were sold fo r drying, 
24,808 tons for salting, while 23,254 tons were 
sold fresh (including 14,007 tons for filleting). 
The fiShery also yield d for the season48,049 
hectolitres (4,469 metric tons) of cod-liver 
oil. (Fiskets Gang, !lay 11, 1961.) 

Peru 

FISH MEAL PRICES A. D SALES, 
FEBRUARY 14-APRIL 30, 1961 : 

In an attempt to help stabilize the world market [or fish 
meal, Peruvian producers have formed an aS50ciatiOll (Con
Borcio Pesquero del Peru) or Consortium. The Consortium 
will administer Peru's 600,OOO-metric-ton export quota and 
allocate the quota among the Peruvian producers. The Con
sortium became effective on February 15, 1961, and set up 
quarterly export quotas for 1961 as follows: first quarter, 
200,000 tons; second quarter, 140,000 tons; third qnarter, 
90,000 tons; and fourth quarter, 110,000 tons. 

As a service to the members of the Consortium, a ~ 
Informativo is being issued reviewing fish meal prices, mar 
ket conditions, sales and other information of value. The 
following review of fish meal prices and sales in the Euro-

e pean market and United States markets were included 10 th 
March 15, April 15, and April 30, 1961, issues of the!!Qk
tin Informativo. 

During February-April 1961, Lo.b. prices for Peruviao 

fish meal advanced from about US$70.00 to about $90.00 a 
short ton for shipments both to European and United States 
markets. 

. e offers 
When the Consortium began operations, there wer f' al" 

of only ~90 c.& f. a metric ton or $81.6:> a short ton c.t. ., 
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Table 1 - Peruvian Fish Meal Prices, February 14-April15, 1961 

period 
and 

Destinatioo 

Flat Market Prices 11: 

Unit 
Opening 

P rice Range in US$ 

Highest Lowest Closing 

~es East-Coast Shipments: 
Match 16-April15 •••••••• 
February 14-March 15 ••••• 

Eutopean ShipmentS: 
March 16-April15 •••••••• 

,t " " " 

February 14-March 15 .-••• ' . 
tt """ 

Protein Market Prices 2/: 

short ton cJH. 

short too c&.f. 
short ton f.o.b. 3/ 
short ton clk. e
short too f.o.b.~/ 

N 
92.08 
71.67 

92.53 
73.48 
86.18 
67.13 

N 
92.08 
71.67 

92.53 
73.48 
92.53 
73.48 

N 
92.08 
71.67 

92.53 
73.48 
86.18 
67.13 

N 
92.08 
71.67 

92.53 
73.48 
92.53 
73.48 

United States West Coast Shipments: 
Match 16-April15 •••••••• 

February 14-March 15 ••••• 
" ,t,t" 

European Shipments: 
March 16-April15 •••••••• 
February 14-March 15 ••••• 

" ",t,t 

'N - No sales. 

protein unit c& f. 
short ton c& f. 
short too f.o.b.3/ 
protein unit c& f. 
short ton c.& f. 
short too f.o.b •. Y 

1.497 
97.30 
70.99 
1.433 
93.15 
66.84 

protein unit c& f. N 
protein unit c& f. 1.325 
short ton clk. f. 86.13 

1.497 
97.30 
70.99 
1.497 
97.30 
70.99 

N 
1.475 
95.88 

1.497 1.497 
97.30 97.30 
70.99 70.99 
1.433 1.497 
93.15 97.30 
66.84 70.99 

N N 
1.325 1.475 
86.13 95.88 

76.83 67.08 76.83 short too f.o.b •. ..:3.:.../..L....--...-::6...;.7.:..o...::8 __ -'-_----=:..:..:.:........_-'-_--=:..:...:..:.-=--_-'-_--.:.:...:..:::..:....-4 

11 "Flat" market is for sales made with a guaranteed minimum of protein (usually 65 percent). Any excess of protein is 
- to the buyer's advantage. The most important flat markets for Peruvian fish meal are the east (including Gulf of 

Mexico) coast of the United States and West Germany. 
2/ "Protein" market is based on the price per unit of protein and buyers must pay for any excess protein found by labora
- tory analysis of shipments on arrivaL The most important market on this basis is the west coast of the United 

States. 
3/rhe Boletin Informativo showed prices in metric tons clk. f. F .o.b. prices were calculated by subtracting 
- . US$19.05 a short too (equal to $21.00 a metric ton) for cost of freight to Europe, $26.31 a short ton (equal to $29.00 

a metric ton) for freight to the United States west coast, and $20.41 a short ton (equal to $22.50 a metric ton) for 
freight to U. S. Gulf of Mexico ports. Prices per unit converted to prices per short ton on basis of 65 percent pro
tein meaL 

Table 2 - Peruvian Fish Meal Prices, April 16-April 30, 1961 

Destination 
and 

Type of Meal 

Flat ~ Prices If. 
United States Shipments 
Euro~ §.,hipments: 

Anchovy meal (regular) 
t, " tt 

Price Range in US$ 

Unit Opening Highest Lowest Closing 

short ton c& f. N N N N 

short ton c&f. 96.16 111.13 96.16 109.77 
short ton f.o.b. 3/ __ +---.!.77.!.!.1~1--+----:-.;:927.~08:::--+---::-7;:.7:-".1~1;:-__t--:;-;9:;_:;0~.7;':;2___1 

Anchovy meal (steam-<Iti~)·: short ton clk.f.- 124.74 124.74 124.74 124.74 
" " .. .... short ton f.o.b. 3!, __ -I-..!1~05!..:.6~9!.-_+-----"1~0~5 • .g.69iL-__ +-~1"':0=5~6~9-_+--_:_10:_:5:_;6~9:---i 

Bo~to ~. • • • • • •• •••• short ton c&f. 88.91 100.70 88.91 100.70 
short ton f.a.b.3/ 69.86 81.65 69.86 81.65 

protein unit c&f. 1.796 1.796 1.796 1.796 
soort ton c& f. 116.74 116.74 116.74 116.74 

European Shipments •••••••• 
short ton f.o.b. 3/ __ -I-..3!..90~.~43~_-l-_~90~.43~_+-.........!9~0~.43=--t-----"9c;:0:_'43~ 
short ton c.& C' N N N N 

., 

83 
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so that it was not considered desirable to sell at th maXlmum 
price for June of $100 a metric ton or $90.72 a short ton 
c.& f., since the average price at the end of the fo'ehruary 15-
March 15 period was $102 a metric ton or $92.53 a short ton 
c.& f. 

A representative of the Consortium provIded the follow lng 
information about prices between April 21 and th( close of the 
month: The c.& f. price for shipments to Europe wns $121 a 
metric ton. Since freight to Europe is $21 a metric ton, lh 
f.o.b. price would be $100 a metnc ton or $90.72 II short ton. 
The Consortium made some sales at $132 c.&. f. Belfast. 
Since the freight rate to that point is $28, the f.o.h. prIce 
would be $104 a metric ton or $94.35 a short ton. Th high
er price for the Belfast sales was because It was s[('a m
dried fish meal which sells at a premium. On May 10th' 
price for the regular meal was $100 a metric- ton or $!I0.72 
a short ton f.o.b. Peruvian ports, and for shlpm( nt to the 
U. S. west coast the price was $1.98 per umt of protem ('.&' f .. 
or $90.45 a short ton for 65 percent meal. 

Table 3 - Peruvian Fish Meal Sales.!!, Feb. 14-Aprtl 30:l'!i61 
=- ~ 

April 16-30 Mar. 16- Feb. 14- Tot:ll 
April IS Mar. IS 

.(Metric Tons) • 
Flat Market Sales: 

To U. S. N N 700 700 
To Europe .. 7,087 200 13,400 20,687 

Protein Market Sales: 
To U. S ••••• 200 1,100 7,300 8,600 
To Europe .. N N 5 200 5 200 

Total 7 287 1 300 26 600 35 187 
lIExclusive of future contracts made prior to Febru;uy 15, 

1961. 
"N" - No sales. 

On the basiS of payment on the actual prot. In cont nt, th 
metric t'ln price to the United States west coast for th peri
od March to June ranged from $1.58 to $1.65 per umt of pro
tein c.& f., and for shipment to Europ~ the pnce r ng d from 
$1.48 to $1.55 per unit of protem c.& r. 

The Consortium received more than 200 firm buymg 
proposals, of which 73 were approved as of mid- 1ayand 
contracts have been closed for 26,600 metric tons between 
March and June, with a sales value of about $2.5 rmlhon. 
These sales represented the total of producers' offenngs for 
sale durmg that period. 

The Consortium contracted for freight rates outside Con
ference rates at $20.50 to Europe, $22.50 to the Umted States 
Gulf of Mexico coast, and $28-$30 to the United States west 
coast. But it was reported that the Conference decided upon 
the rate of $21.00 to Europe until further notice. 

The Executive Committee of the Consortium on March 27 
decided to reduce to 1 percent the broker'S commission for 
sales to the United States. 

At a meeting in Paris in September 1960, of the repre
s.entatives of fish meal manufacturers of the five leading 
fish meal exporting countries, it was agreed that the total 
exports by the five countries would be a maximum of one 
million tons for 1961. The agreement was signed on Octo
ber I, 1960. Peru was allotted the annual export quota of 
600,000 or 60 percent of the total. The Peruvian Govern
ment subsequently ratified this agreement by a Supreme 
Decree of December 16, 1960. (United States Embassy 
Lima, May IS, and May la, 1961.) , 

Poland 

NEW I·' IVE -YbA R PLA 1"OR 
FISIfI INDUSTHY: 

Poland is planning to extend th() operations 
of h r d p-sea fishing v 'ss 16 to grounds of 
th north < nd c . ntral Atlantic, as part of her 
lat st Fiv -Y rtr Plan for HH! fishing industry, 

The plan also provid _s for th ~mployment 
of 7,000 mar' men in th~ flsh ri·s during the 
n xt fiv> Yf'ar , ov.r 4,000 of them on land. 
and th xten6ion of th ish ri s training 
school at G<..lynia to teach potential deep-sea 
captains and futurf mast 'I'S of fac tory-trawl-
'rs. A midw ter tra!ll is to b 11 d for catch

ing h rring. 

t st Polish plan are given 
lf~WS, which recalls that 

lan, for 1 56 -60. 

The n~w 'ive-Y ar Plan, for 1961 -65 , 
aims at thl.s landings; 1961--173.000 tons; 
1 62--181,500 tons; 1063--205,200 tons; 
1964--235,000 tons; 1065--270,000 tons. Thus 
th landings fIX d for 1965 ar greater by 
102,300 tons than thos in 1960 . 

Thls rapid rise 1 bas d on the assump 
tIon that Polish shipyards are to build 13 
factory-trawl rs, 6 fr zing -trawlers. 28 
motor trawl rs. 1 steam trawler, 36 79-foot 
and 20 56 -foot cutters. 

Improved suppli's of fish products on the 
home market ar expected to cut down im
ports of fish. In 1960 a total of 19,600 tons 
of fish and fish conserves were imported 
against only 6,500 tons exported . 

Imports in 1965. it is claimed, will be 
limited to 5,000 tons of herring . " The value 
of the 10,500 tons of fish and conserves to 
be exported will be seven times greater than 
the total value of the imports,'1 says the 
paper. It also declares that the value of the 
fishing industry's products will rise in 1965 
by 72.2 percent as compared with 1960. 

It is assumed that up to 1965 the state
owned fisherie s flotilla will require 100 new 
captains, 213 navigators, 55 radio officers, 
217 engineers, 20 chief stewards, and 20-
fish -processing technicians. 
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[he first course at the Gdynia training school 
'Ill! b.ei~g attended by 26 experienced captains 
If! fIshing vessels. 

r There is also a steady flow of graduates 
r\om the Deep-Sea Fisheries School, and 
.tj'lrious courses for training ship's officers 
hE d a second sea fisheries school is fore

'el 

it 
o 

e n. 

Fishing technique is to be improved by 
()pting midwater trawls on the cutters and 
ifter-trawlers when fishing for sprats and 
rring. "Detachable fish -bags" are being 
()pted this year with trawls and midwater 
awls on the Baltic and North Sea fishing 
()unds, also along the West Mrican coast. 

The paper declares that in February 1961, 
· :ring four days of fishing on the grounds off 

SW. Norwegian coast, a 79-foot cutter 
19l1.ll.ght about 75 tons of herring by mid -water 

~ awls. It says the catch average per hour 
las five times higher than when using the 

,. :aditionaltrawl. 
" 

Machines for the manufacture of scale ice 
\'l.d for the icing up of boxes to be shipped 
lland are also to be set up this year, and 
1I ee firms will soon receive home-made 

,ta chines for ice. 

Plans for the processing industry are also 
eLng extended, involving the production of 

I .slJ. conserves reaching 19,900 tons in 1965, 
gainst 10,800 tons in 1960. In view of the 

h . a..nned rise in landings of fresh and frozen 
, slJ. by about 50 percent, and the rapid in-
s 'ease in the manufacture of fillets on the 

c:tory-trawlers--16 ,000 tons in 1965--the 
uilding of refrigerated stores has become 

'g ent. Seven fish refrigeration stores are 
lle built in various centers by 1966. (The 

!u ' . hing News, May 12, 1961.) --

rtugal 

fLNNEn FISH PACK 
t :NUARY-MARCH 1961' 

· Portugal's total pack 'of canned fish in oil 
Ie ' sf ' auce or the first quarter of 1961 a-
S, 1 ~unted to 3,738 metric tons The sardine 
· IIlck and the anchovy fillet pa'ck combined 

lecounted for 91.8 percent of the total pack. 

Portuguese Canned FiSh Exports, January-March 1960-1961 

Product Januaxy -March 
1961 1960 

Metric 1,000 Metric 1,000 
Tons Cases Tons Cases 

rE, Oil 2!' Sauce: 
1,715 90 2,301 Sardines ••• ... 121 

Chinchards ••••• . 17 1 11 1 
Mackerel ...... 32 1 2 -
Tuna and tunalike • 178 6 543 19 
Anchovy fillets ... 1,718 172 1,387 138 
Others ........ 78 4 148 8 

Total ••••••• 3 738 274 4 392 287 

The pack in 1961 was substantially less than 
in the first quarter of 1960 due to a sharp 
drop in sardines offset slightly by an increase 
in anchovy. There was also a sharp drop in 
the pack of tuna in the early part of 1961. 
(Conservas de Peixe, May 1961.) 

* * * * * 
CANNED FISH EXPORTS, 
JANUARY-MARCH 1961: 

Portugal's exports of canned fish during 
the first quarter of 1961 amounted to 16,468 
metric tons, only slightly less than in the 
same period of 1960. Sardines accounted for 
83.5 percent of the 1961 exports, followed by 
anchovy fillets with 10.2 percent. 

Portuguese Canned FiSh Exports, January-March 1960-1961 

Product ~ anl!l!!Y-March 
1961 1960 

Metric 1,000 Metric 1,000 
Tons Cases Tons Cases 

Sardines ........ 13,753 """"'723 14,287 752 
Chinchards • • , • • • • 277 14 244 13 
Mackerel ....... 95 4 58 3 
Tuna and tunalike • • • 570 20 456 13 
Anchovy fillets .... 1,685 169 1,203 120 
Others ......... 88 4 436 23 

Total ....... 16 468 934 16 684 924 

Portugal's principal canned fish buyers in 
the first quarter of 1961 were Germany with 
3,060 tons, followed by the United States with 
2,192 tons, and Great Britain with 2,151 tons. 
(Conservas de Peixe, May 1961.) 

Senegal 

1960/61 TUNA FISHING SEASON: 
The Senegalese 1960/61 tuna fishing sea

son began November 1, 1960, and came to a 
close April 30, 1961, one month behindsched
ule. The catch was still almost 6,000 metric 
tons short of the 13,500 tons expected from 
the season's operations. Also, the Senegalese 
partially cO!fiID.itted themselves by agreement 
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to catch that amount for French and other 
markets. 

The 1960/61 season was a discouraging 
one for Senegal because of the scarcity of 
tuna in local waters, and some of the ves
sels were compelled to travel as far as the 
Ivory Coast for their catch. Further adver
sity ·occurred on March 10 when 18 vessels, 
or more than a third, abandoned the fleet 
and returned to their home ports. 

Fresh and Frozen Tuna Landings at Dakar, Senegal, 
November 196O-April 1961 

Tvpe Fleet Quantity 
Metric Tons 

Frozen tuna French 2,660 
Senegalese 710 

Total frozen . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . 3 370 
Fresh tuna French 4,488 

Spanish 2,918 
SeneQalese 162 

Total fresh ... ... . . . . . . . . . 7 568 
Total fresh and frozen 10 938 

The number of vessels engaged in the 
Senegalese tuna fishing season from Novem
ber 1960 through April 1961 ranged from a 
low of 31 vessels in November to .a high of 
50 vessels during January. Of this .number, 
an average of about 10 vessels a month op
erated as freezer -fishing vessels (principal
ly French and 1 or 2 Sengalese). In addition, 
Spanish, other French vessels, and one Sene-

gales vessel accounted for most of the fresh 
tuna catch for the season. 

The season's tuna landings were utilized 
as follows: 6,300 tons were canned for ex
port to the French market, and 400 tons were 
shipped to outside markets . If the French 
commitment is to be met, an additional 3, 700 
tons would have to be shipped to the French 
market, and 3,100 tons for export to other 
markets. 

At the start of the fishing season, France 
had agreed to purchase 10,000 tons of canned 
tuna from Senegal, and 3,500 additional tons 
were to be exported to markets outside the 
franc area. The poor season, however, re
sulted in most of the canned tuna being ex
ported to France where a high guaranteed 
price is paid, but commitments to other ex
port markets could not be filled. 

In order to fulfill its commitments, the 
Government of Senegal was seeking to pur
chase tuna from other suppliers than the 
French, who were then returning home for 
the start of their season. France agreed to 
this, and to provide the necessary dollars, 
but only under the condition that the canned 
tuna be shipped entirely outside the franc 
area. At that time it appeared as if several 
Spanish clippers would be obtained to pro
vide 500-600 tons of tuna . The remainder of 
the more than 2,000 tons to be exported could 
be purchased from the Japanese, although the 
Senegalese are extremely hesitant about tak
ing such action. But it was believed, too, that 
the Japanese may not be overly anxious to 
make sales to Senegal. 

Senegal is already looking about for a 
solution to its problem for the next season. 
The primary requirement, in the eyes of the 
Government, is to create a Senegalese fleet. 
This would be done by inducing French or 
Spanish vessels to transfer registration to 
Senegal, and by forming a joint public -private 
company to purchase additional clippers . 
Continued emphasis is reportedly placed up
on export markets, so as to free the Senegal
ese from dependence upon France. (United 
States Embassy, Dakar, May 29, 1961.) 
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South -West Africa 

TUNA FISHING WITH LONG-LINE TESTED: 
Early this year, the initiative of two \Valvis Bay fishiQg 

industrialists has resulted in the first local attempts to 
catch tuna off the South-West African coast using the Japa
nese long-line method. Tests of this method followed tne 
encouraging results in Union of South African waters whlere 
research into the Japanese long-line method was started by 
the Division of Fisheries vessel Kunene and by the commer
cial motor trawler Cape Point. ---

Two Walvis Bay pilchard fishing boats, the Karimona 
and the Curlew, were equipped with line haulers and with 
other long-line gear. In a trip lasting six days, they fished 
successfully about 120 to 180 miles northwest of Walvis in 
1,000 to 1,200 fathoms of water. The average surface tem
perature of the water was 17 to 18° C. (62.6-64.4° F.) 

Two to three miles of lines were fished with the baited 
lines hung 20 fathoms apart. The depth ,fished was 15 to 20 
fathoms. With this test gear, about 100 tuna were caught-
bluefin, yellow fin, and albacore--weighing from 20 to 300 
lbs. In addition, two blue marlins were taken. The results 
are considered to be encouraging and have shown that tuna 
is readily available in South-West African waters. (The 
South African Shipping News and Fishing Industry Review, 
April I'96'IT 

* * * * * 
MORE RUSSIAN FISHING VESSELS 
OFF COAST: 

The total of Russian fishing and transport 
vessels identified off the, coast of South-West 
Africa has now moved up to nine. In addition 
to the research trawler Muksun, the stern 
trawlers Radichev, Izumrud, and Taras 
Schewtchenko, and the larger vessel Atiubin
sk seen in February 1961, two more stern 
trawlers, the Marmin Siberyk and the 
Tchernychewsky, have been seen in company 
with a tanker and a supply ship. 

According to a report in the Namib Times, 
the previously ide n t 1 fie d trawlers were 
sighted about the middle of March about 65 
miles west of Pelican Point. In addition, the 
Tchernychewsky was seen taking fuel from a 
7,000 -ton tanker. The supply ship Provorny 
was lying about 500 yards away from the 
trawler and tanker. 

Interest in this Russian venture into South
ern Mrican fishing waters flared early in 
April when it was announced from Moscow 
that a Soviet scientific expedition ship had 
found a huge rich fishing ground 11 off the 
Cape of Good Hope." This ship, presumably 
the Muksun, located an area estimated at 
6,000 square miles packed with fish, par
ticular ly mackerel and sardine~. According 
to the report, which was given out by Moscow 
radio, a fleet of refrigerated ships had been 
sent to the area and one trawler was catch
ing 70 to 80 tons a day. 

By early April, however, no Russian ships 
had been sighted in Union of South Mrica Cape 
waters. The Moscow report, therefore, may 
well refer to th,e Kaliningrad fleet operating 
off South-West Mrica. 

There seems little doubt that the Soviet 
vessels are in Mrican waters primarily to 
exploit the rich fishing resources. Expensive 
factory trawlers, each costing R2,000,000 
(US$2.8 million) are being used. (The South 
,Mrican Shipping News and FishingIndustry 
,Review, April 1961.) 

Spain 

PRODUCERS HOPE FOR HIGHER IMPORT 
DUTIES ON FISH MEAL: 
, 

Fish meal manufacturers in Spain's Canary 
Islands are expressing the hope that higher 
import duties against foreign fish meal will 
be recommended by the Customs Board now 
studying proposals for changes in Spain's 
tariff. 

The Government has issued a decree ex
tending for six months (until December 1961) 
the period for revising the customs tariff, 
which went into effect in June 1960. The Tar
iff Law of May 1, 1960, provided that the Gov
ernment could make a one -time revision of 
the tariff within one year after it became ef
fective. The apparent reason for the ext en -
sion was that there had not been sufficient 
time to study the many requests received 
from interested parties, domestic and foreign, 
for tariff revisions. 

It has been pointed out that imports of fish 
meal into Spain totaled 66,452 metric tons in 
1960 as compared with only 886 tons in 1958 
and 20,081 tons in 1959. Present production 
in the Canary Islands approximates 80 percent 
of Spain's total requirements of fish meal. 
The press reports plans for the expansion of 
production in the Canaries with the goal of 
fully meeting Spain's requirements. (United 
States Embassy, Madrid, June 2, 1961.) 

II~ 
Sweden 

FUTURE OF HERRING FISHERY 
OFF ICELAND UNCERTAIN: 

The future of Swedish herring fishing off 
Iceland is in an uncertain stage. In 1960 par-
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ticipation was limited to only 11 of the 23 
vessels which had announced their intention 
to take part. With this in mind, the Swedish 
Government has declared that if the partici
pation is equally bad this year, the patrol 
vessel will be redirected to the Fladen fish
ing grounds in the North Sea. 

The lack of interest displayed by Swedish 
fishermen in herring fishing off Iceland is at
tributed by the chairman of the Swedish Ice
landic Fishing Association to (1) late fixing of 
prices; (2) freight rates which made cargo
carrying more attractive than fishing; (3) 
change in ownership of a number of vessels, 
etc. In addition there is the difficult problem 
of manning the fishing vessels. This grows 
out of the circumstance that income from fish
ing has not kept pace with earnings ashore. 

Finally, there is the problem arising out 
of the size of the new fishing vessels. They 
have become too big for Icelandic fishing in 
the opinion of the Association official. By 
way of explanation he says that a good catch 
is one of between 800-900 barrels. The new 
fishing vessels, however, can carry about 
1,300 barrels and it is extremely seldom 
that a catch is that large. 

A positive factor, which encourages the As
sociation official to feel that Icelandic herring 
fishing will continue despite the handicaps, is 
:he relatively large demand for IcelandIc her
:oing. Yearly imports total 125,000-150,000 
oarrels. The canning factories and the salted 
herring trade neverbuylessthanl00,000 bar
rels a year, the United States Consulate in 
Goteborg reported on May 23, 1961. 

* * * * * 
MINIMUM EX-VESSEL PRICES 
FOR COD INCREASED: 

In order to stimulate fishing for cod, the 

crease the minimum prices for cod landed 
on the Swedish south coast during the period 
July I-December 31, 1961. 

Prior to that period, the minimum price 
was 0.59 crowns per kilo (5.2 U. S. cents a 
pound) for skinned cod with head on and with 
a length of 50 centimeters (19.7 inches) or 
more, and 0.56 crowns per kilo (4.9 U. S. 
cents a pound) for skinned cod with head on 
and with a length of between 35 and 49 centi
meters (13.8-19 .3 inches) . For unskinnedcod 
the minimum price for the larger type was 0.51 
crowns per kilo (4.5 cents a pound) and for the 
smaller type the min i mum price was 0.48 
crowns per kilo (4.2 cents a pound). For this 
type of cod the minimum price increased by 
0.04 crowns per kilo (0.35 cents a pound). 

For skinned cod without head and with a 
length of at least 40 centimeters, the mini
mum price was 0.84 crowns per kilo (7.4 cent 
a pound), whereas for skinned cod without 
head and under 40 centimeters (15.7 inches: 
in length the minimum price was 0.74 crowns 
per kilo (6.5 cents a pound). The price increase 
for this type of cod was 0.06 crowns per kilo 
(0.5 cents a pound) based on the new prices. 

An official of the West Coast Central As
sociation stated that the increase in the mini
mum prices for cod must be considered as 
an effort to reduce the surplus of herring that 
normally is landed during the months of Au
gust and September . He thought, however, that 
the increase in price is too small to encour 
age west coast fishermen to change over from 
herring fishing to cod fishing. It may, on the 
other hand, be sufficient to encourage some 
south coast fishermen to remain with cod fis h 
ing rather than turning to salmon at that time 
of the year. (United States Consulate, Gate
borg, May 18, 1961.) 

* * * * * 
MARINE OIL SUPPLY AND FOREIGN TRAD~ 

Sweden's total supply of marine oils was 
Swedish Board of Agriculture decided to in- expected to increase in mar k e tin g year J 

Table 1 - Sweden's Supply and Utilization of~ine O~ for~keting Years ~ding-.Lune 30) 1959...L60-1960/61 • 

Item 

Opening stocksl July 1 • • 
Production . • • • • • • • 
Imports ••••••••. 

Total Supply & Utilization 
Exports ••••••••• 
Utilization: 

Estimated 1960L61 1959L60 

• . • • • • • • . • • • • • .• • • • • • •• (Metric Tons) ••••••••.•••••••••••••• ~. 11 
1,400 4,100 7,900 13,400 1,300 3,700 11,000 16, 

- 1,500 - 1,500 - 1,500 - 1, 
3 000 7 000 30 000 40 000 1 564 5 846 25 287 32 691 
4 400 12 600 37 900 54 900 2 864 11 046 36 287 50->.-191 

- 3 000 7 000 10 000 - 2 698 6 297 8 9~ 

Food •. ••••••••• ~ ~ ~ 28, 000 ~ ~ ~ 27, ~~ 
~Oth~er~.,--,.'-;-!-• .!.. • .-'-'--"'-'~~ .!... • .!... -+--"7 ~ 3 ~ 900 'M~+---:-~~t---::;- ~~-+-~~~~ 
EndinQ stocks, June 30 • • 1 OOO""'--+---::3'-'OOO~ 12 000 16 000 1 400 4 100 7 900 1 .13,~ 
yMostly herring oil. yMainly refined whale and herring oil. ~Not available. 
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Table 2 - Sweden's Foreign Trade in Marine Oils, July 1959-December 1960 

Item Imports Exoorts 
Tulv-Dec. 1960 I Tan ·June 1960 July-Dec . 1959 j Jul.Y_-Dec 1960 Jan. -June 1960 I Tulv-Dec 1959 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . 

Whale oil, raw · · 7,467 1,565 
Sperm oil, raw · . · 88 71 
Seal oil, raw • · · . 4 22 
!Herring oil, raw · · 1,232 3,974 
Vitamin oil products · 27 .!.I 13 
Fish-liver oil, etc. · 784 .!.I 395 
Other marine oils •• · 14,682 9,487 
Hydrogenated marine oil, 

includinq refined • • 334 377 
Total .. . . · . 24 618 15 904 

IINot reported in table 3. 

ITable 3 - Sweden's Imports of Marine Fats and Oils by Country 
of Origin, Calendar Year 1959 -196O.!.I 

Product and CountIy of Oriqin 1960 1959 
(Metric Tons) 

Whale.Q!!, Raw: 
Holland. •••••••••• .., • 
Norway •••• • ••••••• 
Japan • • • • • • •• • • 

Total. • 
Sperm.Q!!, Raw: 

Norway •••••••••••••• •• 
Great Britain •••••••• ••••• 
West. Germany • •••••••• ••••• 

Total. • •••••••••••••• 
Seal Q!!, Raw: 

Norway ••• • •••••••••••• 
Demnark ••••• •• ••••••• • 

Total •. ••••• •• 
Herring Qi!, Raw: 

Norway • • • • • • • • • • • •• • ••• 
West. Germany • • ••• •• • 
Demnark •••••••••••••••• 
Iceland • •• • •••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••. 
!:ful!!!y Vitaminized Oil Products: 

Norway ••••••••••• ••••••• 
Japan • •• •• •••• •• • •• 
Fran.ce •••• • ••••••••• 

Total •••••••••••• ••• • 

4 
9 028 
9 032 

66 
92 

1 
159 

24 
2 

26 

72 
2,384 
1,204 
1 546 
5 206 

12 
12 

3 
27 

Medical ~ Veter:iJl¥y Fish-Liver Oil: 
Norway • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 710 
Iceland • • • • • • • •• ••••• •• -
West. Germany ••••••••••••• -
Demnark • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 65 
Bpan •• ••••• ••••••••••• 9 

Total ••••• ••• ••• ••••• 784 
Eats.!!: Q!J!, Fish!! Marine, Other (also Refined): 

United States • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• 17,645 
NOIW'ay • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 8()9 
West. Germany •••••••••••••• 4,787 
Peru ••••••••••••••••••• 522 
Demnark • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 374 
Iceland • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 22 
Belgium ••••••• ••••••• ., 0 
Great Britain • • ••• • • • • • • • • • • 5 
Ban . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

956 
5,102 

6 058 

100 
54 
.!.I 

154 

17 
3 

20 

92 
3,755 

763 
1 647 
6 257 

16 
52 

68 

752 
37 
54 
911 

934 

16,927 
754 

3,112 
488 

48 

Total ••••••••••• ••••• 24 169 21 329 
!!y'droqenated Marine Fats & Oils, also 

Refined, butootOiiierwiS"e """Prepar;;d: 
Norway •••••••••• ••••••• 706 407 
Denmark • • • •• ••• •••••••• 2 55 
Great Britain ••. ••• • • • • • • ••• 3 -

Total • • • • • • •• • ••• 711 463 
Grand Total • • • • • • • • • • • • •• 40 114 . 35 283 

.!JTable does not include 13 tons of vitamin oil products and 395 
tons of fish-liver oil, etc., imported in early half of 1960 as 
mown in table 2. 

. . (Metric T ons) •• · .. . .. . .... . . . .. 
- - - -
90 - - -

4 - - -
1,903 1,302 966 1,732 

40 - - -
899 - - -

15,058 .!.I 18 .!.I 1 5 

180 3 499 4 167 2 125 
18 174 4 819 5 134 3 862 

1960/61 (ending June 30, 1961) as compared 
with marketing year 1959/60. Production 
will remain constant during that period, but 
imports, utilization, and exports should in
crease in 1960/61 (table 1). 

Sweden1 s total imports of marine oils 
amounted to 18,174 metric tons during the 
last 6 months of 1959. During the first 6 
months of 1960 they decreased to 15,904 
tons, but increased sharply in the last half 
of 1960 to 24,618 tons due mainly. to in
creased raw whale oil imports. Exports of 
marine oils from Sweden are not as impor-

Table 4 - Sweden's Exports of Marine Fats and Oils by Country 
of Destination, Calendar Years 1959-60.!.l 

Product and Destination 1960 1959 
• (Metric Tons) • 

Herring..QQ, Raw: 
Norway · · · · · · · · 1,659 1,852 
W. Germany · · · · · 451 315 
Denmark · · · · · · · .!.I 513 
Austria · · · · · · · · · · · · 16 10 
Italy · · · · · · 91 32 
Holland · · · · · · · 51 -

Total · · · · · · 2,268 2 722 
IHvdroQenated Marine Fats ~ Oils, also 

Refined, but !!Q! Otherwise Prepared: 
Finland · · · · · · · · · 182 440 
France · · · · · · · · · · 791 744 
Morocco · · · · · · · · · 714 479 
Jamaica · · · · · 1,378 1,106 
Switzerland · · · · · · · · 226 113 
Iran .••.•• · · · · · · · · · · · 15 3S 
French Antilles · · · · · · 161 119--
British Guiana • · · · · · · · 173 162 
Austria · · · · · · · · · 579 342 
Norway · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 224 8 
Denmark · · · · · · · · · · 817 357 
Great Britain · · · · · · · · · 2,117 20 
West Germany · · · · · - 72 
Italy . · · · · · · · · · · - 5S 
Soviet Union · · · · · · · · - 1,000 
Spain ..... · · · · · · · - 49 
Czechoslovakia · · · · · 100 140 
Trinidad. · · · · · · · · · · · 180 -
Haiti · · · · · · · · · · 9 -

Total · · · · 7 666 S 241 
Grand Total · ............ 9 934 7 963 

WOoes not include a small quantity of "other marine oils'" 
shown in table 2. 
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tant, but increased s lightly in the first half 
of 1960, due to increased shipments of hydro
genated marine oil (table 2). 

The United States was Swedenl s leading 
supplier of marine oils in 1959 and 1960. 
Japan was the second most important source 
of marine oils in 1960 due to her large ship
ments of raw whale oil to Sweden. In 1960, 
imports of raw whale oil from Norway fell 
drastically . Imports from West Germany of 
fish, marine animal, and other fats and oils 
increased in 1960 as against 1959, but im
ports of r aw herring oil decreased (table 3). 

Swede n l s exports of marine oils increased 
fr om 7,96 3 tons in calendar y e ar 1959 to 
9, 934 tons in 1960. Exports consisted mainly 
of hydrogenated marine fats and oils (sent 
mostly to Great Britain and Jamaica) and 
herring oil {most of which was sent to Nor
way)--see table 4. 

r-~T'ab~1-e ~5--~Sow-e'd-en~l-sU~ill~Ua~ti~"o-n-o-f~~~"-e~O~ili~fu-r~F~oo-d',--~ 

Year Ending June 30, 1960 
F=======================~====~ 
~~,U~s~e __ ~~ __________________ ~~M~etrt~"~c~T~o~~~ 
lI able Mal'Qarine 1/: 

Not hydrogenized • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 156 
~H~v(dro~)~Qle~m~"z~e~d~.~.~.~.~.~.~.~.~.~.~.~.~.~.~.~.~'4-~2~0~5~9~5~ 

l~ Shortening: 
With animal fat ••••••••••••••• 1,767 

~W~i~th~v7e~Q,eu~bl~e~f~~~'~'~'~'~'~'~'~'~'~'~'~'_'~'4-__ ~4~2~2~5~ 

Baking Aids: 
11-24 percent fat ••••• • •••••••• 
25-60 " " •••••• •• •••••• 

19 
193 

~Ov~er~ro~~'~' ___ " __ ~.~.~.~.~.~.~.~.~.~.~.~.~. ~'4-____ ~4~8~ 
IEat Emulsion: 

Cream substitute • ••••••••••••• 11 
l00-Percent Fat: 
-COconut oil • • • • ••••••••••••• Y 

Artificial lard etc.. • • • • • • • • • • • • • 80 
Other products ••••••••••••••••• 32 

Grand Total • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 27 126 
.!JIncluding the m argarine part in so-called "resmurant mix

ture. " 
YLess than one ton. 

In April 1961, f.o.b. export prices of ma 
rine oils in Sweden ranged from L71 lOs. 
per long ton (8 . 93 U. S. cents a pound) for 
crude hydrogenated oil, to L75 a ton{9.37 
cents a pound) for refined hydrogenated oil, 
L38 lOs a t on (4.81 cents a pound) for dis 
tilled all, a nd L 45 lOs. (5.68 cents a pound) 
for distilled hydrogenated oil. (U. S. For 
eign Agricultura l Service Report, Stockholm, 
April 14, 1961.) 
Note: See Commercial Fisheries Review , August 1960 p. 71. 

Taiwan 

GOVERNMENT PROMOTING 
EXPANSION OF FISHERIES: 

Under the program titled "Plan to Develop 
High Seas Fisheryll (part of a Four-Year Eco
nomic P lan), the Taiwan Government has ac
ti vely helped finance the construction of fish
ing vessels, development of new fishing 
grounds, establishment of overseas bases, 
and the repair" of port facilities. This Gov
ernment aid to different segm.ents of the fish
ing industry has resulted in a tremendous ex
pansion of the fisheries in the last few years. 

The catch of the distant-water fishery in 
1960, which totaled 85,210 metric tons, in
creased 94 percent over the 1956 catch of 
43,988 metric tons. The number of fishing 
vessels engaged in the distant-water fishery 
in 1960 totaled 366 (total of 36,532 grosstonsl 
This was an increase of 162 vessels (total of 
18,613 gross tons) over 1956. 

Production of the distant-water fishery 
was boosted by 15,000 tons in 1960 as a re
sult of Government financial aid provided in 
1959 to construct 30 130-ton trawlers, which 
could also be used for pole-and-line fishing, 
and six distant- water vessels. This aid was 
provided to fishermen under the" Plan to De
velop High Seas Resources. II 

As of mid -1961 , Taiwan was constructing 
four large tuna vessels of 250 tons each and 
two 550-ton tuna vessels. The latter two 
large tuna vessels are scheduled to be sent 
to the Atlantic Ocean. Taiwan is also plan
ning to construct a research vessel of 700 
tons. 

Taiwan sent out research vessels in 1959 
to the waters off Viet Nam, Malaya, and North 
Borneo to locate new fishing grounds. Good 
bottom fishing grounds were discovered off 
Viet Nam, as well as off Formosa, to which 
large vessels were immediately dispatched. 

As far as overseas bases and overseas 
operations are concerned, a supply base (for 
fueling and repairing vessels) has been es
tablished at Singapore. In 1960, one vessel 
of 350 tons was sent to the Atlantic Ocean 
off West Mrica to fish on an experimental 
basis. This vessel landed 450" tons of fish 
(presumably tuna) in six months, and Taiwan 
plans to send another vessel of this size to 
West Mrica this year. 

The catch of the adjacent-seas fishery in 
1960 amounted to 94,856 metric tons, an in-
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crease of 49 percent o.ver the 1956 catch 
(63,663 metric tons). III 1960 the vessels en
gaged in this fishery numbered 5,092 (total 
of 41,326 gross tons). This was an increase 
of 281 vessels (total of 13,632 gross tons) 
over 1956, and the Taiwan Government will 
be subSidizing the construction of 45 vessels 
in the 30- to 50-ton class and 12 purse-seine 
vessels in the 25-ton class under the" Plan 
to Develop High Seas Resources." 

Purse-seine vessels contributed the larg
est amount of the catch of the adjacent-seas 
fishery in 1960. The pole-and-line tuna ves
sels produced less tuna in 1960 than in 1959 
since their operations were curtailed to some 
extent due to the dispute with the Philippine 
Government over territorial waters. Taiwan 
fishermen are hoping for a quick settlement 
of the dispute. (Suisan Keizai Shimbun, June 
11, 1961.) 
Note: Also see Commercial Fisheries Review, April 1961 p. 85; 

correction: In that issue, the landingSSliOWn for "deep sea fish
eries" in the table should have been "85,210" instead of 85,310 
metric tons. 

Union of South Africa 

FROZEN TUNA IS EXPORTED 
FOR FIRST TIME: 

The development of a South African tuna fisbing indus
try has taken another step forward by three large fish-
ing concerns working in cooperation with a fishery prod
ucts export and equipment supply house. Early in 1961, a
bout 100 short tons of frozen tuna, caught by long-line 
from Union of South Africa boats normally engaged in pil
chard fisbing, were exported to the United States and Italy. 

Initial efforts to assess the potential of the tuna re
sources off the Cape coast and to attempt to catch the fish 
by the Japanese long-line method were started last year by 
the Union's Division of Fisheries and by the South African 
Museum. The Division of Fisheries has been using the 
70-ft. long research vessel Kunene northwest of Slangkop; 
the South African Museum has had the use of a commercial 
70-ft. motor trawler Cape Point. Although both vessels have 
done their fisbing on a comparatively small scale, they have 
taken some outstanding catches. And, during the 1960 closed 
season for pelagic shoal fisbing, the Kunene took some of 
the pilchard boat skippers to sea so that they could gain prac
tical long-lining experience. 

In September-Octo!>er 1960 the first commercial at
tempts at long-line fisbing were made and then in Novem
ber three large fiShing concerns placed 6 to 7 vessels in a 
larger-scale commercial project based on Hout Bay. The 
long-line gear--synthetic fiber line, hooks, and line haul
er.s--was supplied by a company wbich had previously sup
plied gear for the Cape Point. The United States parent 
~ompany of that firm was among the pioneers of the tuna 
unport-export trade and, through its world-wide network of 
associate companies, the loeal company was able to find a 
ready market for South African frozen tuna. 

. The boats engaged in long-lining off the Cape are typical 
pilchard vessels fitted with long-line haulers. They have 

been using about 30 baskets each about 300 yards long with 
six hooks to a basket. Each boat is out for 18 to 20 hours and 
the line is laid and taken in usually three times during that 
period. 

Fish are gutted and' bled aboard the vessel and, on landing, 
the head and fins are cut off. After freezing, the fish are 
stored for a short period and then glazed ready for shipment 
at temperatures between 0° and 5° F. in the refrigerated 
holds of ships destined for the United States or Italy. 

Although the shipping of frozen tuna is generally done with 
the fish unwrapped, Italy's shipping requirements have obliged 
the exporters to wrap each fish in a stockinette or hessian 
covering. Exports to Italy and America bring about i:.l00 
(US$280) a short ton and the fish is used in those countries 
for canning. 

The firms carrying out these larger-scale tests of a 
commercial tuna fishery are reported to be planning further 
developments in the future, and the useful initial work of the 
research vessels may lead eventually to the establishment 0 

a substantial tuna industry in the Cape. (The South African 
Shipping News and Fishing Industry Review, April 1~ 

* * * 
PILCHARD-MAASBANKER FISHERY, 
JANUARY-FEBRUARY 1961: 

The Union of South Africa Cape west coast 
pilchard -maasbanker fishery for the first two 
months of the 1961 season yielded 163,930 
short tons pilchards, 7,735 tons maasbanker 
(jack mackerel), and 8,756 tons mackerel. 
The total catch was 180,421 tons. 

Union of South Africa--Products Produced from Pilchard
Maasbanker Fishery Landings, January-February 1961 

Canned Fish Meal Fish Oil 
Pilchards I Maasbanker I Mackerel 

~ Tons Imp. Gals. 
36 320 3 225 841 

• ••••• (1,000 LbS.)j •••••• 
8 020 j 1 953 2 933 

The February catch comprised a record 
94, 051 tons pilchards, 990 tons maasbanker, 
and 4,935 tons mackerel. These figures com 
pare with 19,609 tons pilchards, 13,037 tons 
maasbanker, and 17,728 tons mackerel in 
February last year; and with 26 , 443 tons pil
chards and 9,588 tons mackerel in February 
1959. 

The February catch this year yielded 
19,034 short tons fish meal, 1 ,883,381 Im
perial gallons fish body oil, 5,708,048 pounds 
canned pilchards, 189,888 pounds canned rna 
asbanker, and 2,113,656 pounds canned mack 
erel. (The South African Shipping News and 
Fishing Industry Review, April 1961.) 

* * * * * 
PILCHARD-MAASBANKER FISHERIES 
TRENDS, APRIL 1961: 

The Union of South Africa's fishing sea
son, which opened on January 1, 1961, was 
off to a record start, according to the statis-
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tics on landings of pilc hard, maasbanker , and 
mackerel during the first qua rter of 1961. 
Landings of those species for the quarter to
taled 246,622 s'hort tons . Raw fish int ake at 
the factories for the first quarter of 1960 to
taled 169, 533 short tons. With the April 
landings expected to reach 80,000 short tons 
and the season due to run until July 31, the 
prospects are that the Union fishery will set 
a new record for this year. The record 1960 
pilchard, maasbanker, mackerel catch to
taled 453,387 short tons. (United States Em
bassy, Pretoria, May 17, 1961. ) 

U.S.S.R. 

EXPANSION OF FISHING 
FLEET CONTINUES: 

At the Admiraltskij Zavod shipyard in 
Leningrad there is being built a second large 
fish-canning factoryship for the Far East, ac
cording to the April 20, 1961, issue of Len
ingradskaja Pravda. The vessel has been 
given the name Pavel Tsjebotnajagin. 

The Esthonian fleet has taken over a new 
large fast trawler of 3,800 tons displacement, 
87 meters (285.4 feet) long with a beam of 
14 meters (45.9 feet). According to Vodny ~ 
Transport .of April 25, it was to leave soon 
for the Newfoundland Banks together with the 
motherships Johannes Vares and Jan Anvelt. 
Somewhat later the new freezer vessel Sov
jetskaja Rossija was to depart. 

The Baltijskij Zavod in Leningrad has be
gun the building of a series of large freezer 
trawlers of the Krylov and Ljudas Gira type. 
This type has modern equipment with large 
freezing capacity and also equipment for the 
manufacture of canned products, fish meal 
and oil. The crew is 42 times larger than 
for medium trawlers, according to Sovjetska
E. Litva for April 20. (Fiskets Gang, May 18, 
1961, a Norwegian fishery periodical.) 

~ 
United Arab Republic 

REGULA TIONS GOVERNING FREEZING 
AND EXPORT OF SHRIMP: 

There are no laws or regulations present
ly in force in the United Arab Republic re-

gar ding sanitary requirements applicable to 
the culture, harvesting, or processing of vari-
0us species of shellfish. 

The only fishery product covered by regu
lations within the United Arab Republic ap 
pears to be shrimp, the freezing and process
ing of which is governed by the Republics De
partmental Order No. 271 issued in 1958 by 
the Ministry of Industry. 

The Departmental Order as published in 
the Egyptian Official Journal No. §1., dated 
August 11, 1958, listed the following regula 
tions: 

II Specifications of Frozen Shrimps: 

II I - Frozen shrimps are fresh shrimps 
fit for food consumption which are exposed to 
such a degree of cold temperature as to cause 
the freezing of all the liquids they contain. 

II II - Shrimps intended for freezing must 
be fresh and have preserved their natural 
properties. Care must be taken, immediately 
after they are fished, to have them kept inice 
or in mechanically refrigerated rooms at a 
temperature not exceeding 00 Centigrade so 
as not to expose them to damage. 

II III - The freezing of shrimps must take 
place between -40 C. and -17.70 C. (24 .8° F. 
and 00 F.) and the storing and shipping of 
frozen shrimps be in refrigerators the tem 
perature of which does not exceed -150 C. 
(50 F .). Exporters must give evidence that 
shipments are effected at this temperature . 

II IV - Frozen shrimps for exportation must. 
be graded according to size and wrapped in 
paper impervious to humidity and packed in 
con t a in e r s made of wax carton. F r ozen 
shrimps also may be covered with a thin lay
er of ice and placed in boxes covered with 
wax paper impervious to humidity and sus
ceptible of sealing by heat . 

II V - The containers must bear the name 
of the factory, that of the product (frozen 
shrimps'), the net weight, and the name and 
percentage of added substances, if any. To 
make easy transportation, the containers of 
frozen shrimps must be placed in large r boxes 
made of reinforced cardboard or in wooden 
cases." (United States Embassy, Cairo, May 
17, 1961.) 

- _#~·~ "'·~·i."":'·T·~~·!..."~~·~~~ 

__ _ _ ....:;;., ' ".:...,........ ' 'f~ --. 
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WHOLESALE FIRM PREDICTS 
CONTINUED BIG DEMAND 
FOR FRESH FISH: 

Ii Frozen fish is not a substitute for fresh 
fish, and never will be," remarked a spokes
man of a prominent London, England, whole
sale fish firm in an address at a dinner meet
ing in April 1961. The ref ere n c e was 
prompted by a work stoppage at Grimsby and 
Hull where skippers objected to Icelandic 
boats landing fish, which resulted in a scar
city of fresh fish. 

The speaker went on to say that in the 
last year or so there had been comments 
that the fish trade was in the doldrums, and 
that his firm' s policy to concentrate solely 
on the sale of quality fresh fish had been 
criticized by those who claimed the future 
of the industry was in frozen fish. He pointed 
out that his firm sold more fresh fish in the 
past year than ever before. Fresh fish, he 
continued, will maintain its demand for a 
mighty long time, and that despite the exten
sive television advertising of frozen fish, 
there is and will remain an enormous demand 
for fresh fish. The firm' s policy, he stated, 
was to continue to buy good fresh fish. 

The firm ISS P 0 k e sma n predicted that 
L1 the years ahead there w 0 u I d still be 
many people who would de man d and buy 
fresh fish. (Fish Trades G a z e t t e, April 
15, 1961.) --

TRAWLER II PRINCE CHARLES" 
WINS SILVER COD 
TROPHY FOR 1960: 

The winner of the co v e r ted Silver Cod 
Trophy for 1960 in Great B r ita in was the 
Hull trawler Prince Charles. The total 
l andings of the 691-ton trawler for trips 

ade during 1960 were somewhat more than 
9,604 kits or 5,544, 560 pounds (valued at 

U8$425,986), the highest amount landed dur
i ng the year by any distant-water trawler 
f ishing out of Britain' s three main ports. 
The 1959 winner of the trophy, the Falstaff, 
came in second in the 1960 competition with 
total landings only 118, 440 pounds less than 
the Prince Charles. The Falstaffls winning 
total in 1959 was 39,695 kits ot 5,557,300 
pounds. (Fish Trades Gazette, January 14, 
1961.) --

* * * * * 

EXPERIME TS CO DUCT ED 01. T 

WHETHER OR OT FISH SEE TR ET: 
A question that has puzzled fisherm n for 

countless years is - -do fish see the trawl? 
Experiments have been carried out to obtaIn 
the answer by the Marine Laborator , Ab r
deen, Scotland. 

In the spring of 1960, the Laboratory was 
able to establish shoals of herring in some 
large disused oyster cleaning tanks near 
Stranraer. The tanks were 50 feet b 40 feet 
with about 4 feet of water, and it was possible 
to test the behavior of herring when various 
t ypes of obstacles were approaching them. 

A number of different devices w~re used-
various types of trawl ground ropes, strings 
of seine-net floats or trawl floats, a string of 
underwater lights, a curtain of air bubbles, 
and some netting and model trawls. 

In daylight it was found that any device that 
could be seen easily would herd the herring 
quite effectively. The fish generally first re
acted to the approaching obstacle when it was 
only 4 to 5 feet away and then swam about 
the same distance in front of it. 

The best herding was obtained with ob
stacles at the same level as the fish. The 
speed of approach was also important. In 
most experiments it was between 1 and 2 
knots and there was time for the fish to be 
herded. At speeds in excess of three knots 
the fish were quickly overtaken. 

As a marked contrast, in darkness, the her
ringweren't herded by these moving obstacles. 
When they were pulled through the tank, the 
herring passed above or below or were struck 
by them. This held true even with the cur
tain of air bubbles and string of underwater 
lights. 

These contrasting observations between 
daylight and darkness suggest the importance 
of sight when herring react to obstacles. 

By doing repeated experiments at dusk as 
the light became reduced, it was possible to 
measure the minimum amount of light required 
for herding. In a later survey at sea it was 
found that the light on the sea bed will very 
often be below this minimum, even in broad 
daylight. 

This will occur either in fairly clear wa
ter at a good depth or in shallower depths 
where the water is murky. 
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This may mean there will be many times 
when sight will be inaffective in herding fish. 
Where sight is important, for instance, in 
clear or shallow water in daylight, these de
vices will have to be very effective to per
form their function in the short time a vail
able at normal trawling speeds before the 
fish are overtaken. 

It is difficult to say at this stage how im
portant other factors such as vibration or 
noise are. It is not possible to produce the 
same conditions in a tank as those resulting 
from the use of a trawl at sea. 

The Laboratory hopes this year to start 
solving this problem by the use of recorded 
trawl noises and by devices for producing 
vibrations and to see what effect these have. 
(The Fishing News, May 26, 1961.) 

Viet-Nom 

ACHIEVEMENT IN 
FISHERIES DEVELOPMENT: 

Major achievements in the area of fish
eries development in Viet-Nam during the 
first quarter of 1961 were three: the devel-

opment of new export markets, the discovery 
of large schools of threadfin further north 
than ever before, and the undertaking of a 
survey of the nationl s fisheries resources. 

In the field of exports, new contracts were 
signed by fishermen's cooperatives -- 2 with 
Bangkok firms, 1 with a Singapore fi rm. 

Considerable progress was made t oward 
identification of Viet-Namls fisherie s re 
sources and toward the development of a s ta
tistical section within the Fisheries Direc 
torate under the supervision of a Japanese 
Government fishery statistician employed by 
a United States consultant firm under aU. S. 
International Cooperation Administration con
tract. A series of four questionnaires wer e 
used by Vietnanese officials to secure infor
mation on the fishing industry- -numbers and 
distribution of fishermen, numbers and type 
of boats, type of gear used, amount and type 
of catch, at what seasons and depths, etc . At 
the end of the reporting period, data from the 
survey was beginning to come in. ICA tech 
nicians say that it will probably not be rea 
sonably complete until September 1961, but 
will be ultimately important as a basis for 
scientific fisheries management, and avoid 
ing over exploitation of fishing resources . 

At the beginning of March, through the use 
of one of the fish -finding devices supplied by 
U. S. Operations Mission to the Fisheries 
Directorate, a large concentration of thread 
fin (polynemus) was discovered approximate 
ly 35 miles southeast of the fishing port of 
Ham Tan in Binh Tuy Province, which repre 
sented the first discovery of this type of fish 
in commercial quantities north of Cap St. 
Jacques, and has resulted in new prosperity 
for fishermen of the area. (They r e c e i ve 
VN$60 per kilo (almost 78 U. S . cents apoun~ 
for threadfin as opposed to VN$14 (18 cents a 
pound) for tuna and VN$4 (5 cents a pound) fa 
sole.) Threadfin from the Ca Mau area has 
for several years been an important export 
item to Singapore, with exports to Bangkok 
now starting. Fisheries technicians have 
cause to believe that the discovery of thes e 
fish in that area may indicate the pres ence 
of considerable schools further north . 

In other developments, there was continu
ing progress in developing new methods of 
preserving and processing marine fi s h and 
shellfish. Two specific achievements of the 
technology section of the Fisheries Di r ec 
torate were: (1) the development of a m eth
od for reducing nuoc mam (fish sauc e, a 
staple item and important source of protein 
in the Vietnamese diet) to solid form, which 
has important military uses, and (2) develop
ment of a high - quality agar - agar, a dried sea· 
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weed product made from a blend of 5 t ypes 
of seaweed found in the coastal waters of 
central Viet-Nam, a commodity which has 
not been produced before in Viet-Nam. 

Motorization of the Vietnamese bamboo
bottom fishing junks, which continued during 

II the first part of 1961, has vastly expande d 
II the fishing range , and has made possible lo

cation of offshore fishing areas previously 
out of reach by sailor oar. Approximately 

300 specially - adapted engines were distribut d 
during the firs t qua rter of 1961, though not 
all had been ins talled. 

A complete lis ting of the types of commer 
cial fish commonly found in Viet - 1 am was 
prepared by U . S. Operation Mission and con
tract technicians. The list identifies the fish 
b y scie ntific name, Vietnamese name, and 
com mon E nglis h name. (United States Em
bassy, Saigon, June 8, 1961.) 
Note: Values converted at rate of VN$35 equal US$1. 

FISHERY BYPRODUCTS SUBJECT TO SPONT ANEOUS HEATING 

Tendency to Usual Shipping 
Precautions Against Product Spontaneous Container or 
Spontaneous Heating Remarks 

Heating Storage M ethod 
,-,od Liver Oil High Drums , Ca ns, A void contact of leak- Impregnated organic 

Glass age fr om containers materials are ex-
with r ags , cotton, or treme ly dangerous. 
other fibrous com -
bustible materials. 

Fish Meal High Bags , Bulk Keep moisture 6'70 to Dangerous if over-
12%. Avoid expo- dried or packaged 
sure t o heat. over 1000 F. 

Fish Oil High Barrels , Drums , Avoid contact ofleak - Impregnated porous 
Tank Ca r s age from containers or fibrous materi-

with rags, cotton, or als are extremely 
other fibrous com - dangerous. Tend-
bustible materials. ency of various fish 

oils to heat varies 
with origin. 

Fish Scrap High Bulk, Bags A void moisture ex- Scrap loaded or 

II 
tremes. stored before cool-

ing is extremely 
liable to heat. 

Menh<.:..den Oil Moderate to Barrels , Drums, A void contact of leak- Dangerous on fi-
High Tank Cars age from containers brous products. 

with rags, cotton, or 
other fibrous com-
bustible materials. 

I Whale Oil Moderate Barrels and Avoid contact of leak- Impregnated fibrous 
T ank Cars age from containers materials may hea 

with rags, cotton or unless ventilated. 
other fibrous com - Tendency vanes 
bustible mat e r ials . with origin of oil. 


