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International 

FISH MEAL 

PRODUCTION AND EXPORTS 
FOR SELECTED COUNTRIES, 
JANUARY-JUNE 1963: 

Member countries of the Fish Meal Exporters' Organlza
tion (FEO) account for about 90 percent of world exports of 
fish meal. The FEO countries are Angola, Iceland, orway, 
Peru, and South Africa/ South -West Africa. Exports uf fish 
meal by FEO countries during January- June 1963 were up 
3.0 percent while their total production was up 21.3 percent 
from that in the same period of the prevlOUS year. 

Table 1 - Exports of Fish Meal by Member Countrles 
of the FEe, January-June 1963 

May June Jan - June 
Country 1963 1962 1963 1962 1963 1962 

..•... (1,000 Metric Tons) ... 

IAngola ••••.•.•• 2.4 1.5 2.3 2.2 13.9 14.9 
ce1and 7.2 8.1 3.2 7.2 37.2 38.4 

rorway : : : : : : : : 7.4 1.5 5.6 1.6 41.6 23.1 
lPeru •••.••.••. 78.1 97.9 84.6 96.9 614.1 559.9 
~o. Africa (includin~ 

14.1 23.7 16.1 18.8 72.4 120.0 S.W. Africa •••• 

Total ... . 109.2 132.7 111.8 126.7 779 2 756.3 

Table 2 - Production of Fish Meal by Member Countries 
of the FEO, January- June 1963 

Country May June Jan. - June 
196319621963196219631962 

••..•. (1,000 Metric Tons) ... 

/l.ngola • . • • . • • •• 2.3 
Iceland •••••••• 4.6 
:Norway •..••••• 10.6 
!peru •••••••••• 160.2 
~o. Africa (includin~ 

1.5 
9.7 
3.8 

121.5 

2.3 
4.8 

19.5 
98.7 

2.5 
5.4 

10.7 
83 .8 

13.0 
39. 6 
44.5 

701. 7 

14.4 
32.4 
30.6 

544.4 

S. W. Africa). • .. 33.2 32.0 32 .2 23 .6 146.9 157.6 

Total ••••••• 210.9 168.5 157.5 126.0 945.7 779.4 

During the first half of 1963, Peru accounted for 78.8 per
cent of total fish - meal exports by FEO countries, followed 
by South Africa with 9.3 percent, Norway with 5.3 percent, 
Iceland with 4 .8 percent, and Angola with 1. 8 percent. (R e 
gional Fisheries Attache for Europe, United Sta tes Embassy, 
Copenhagen, September 18, 1963.) 

* * * * * 
WORLD PRODUCTION, JULY 1963: 

World production of fish meal in July 1963 was down 27. 3 
percent from that in the same month of 1962 , according to 
preliminary data from the International Association of Fish 

Vor1d flsh meal production during th ftrst 7 moo h o{ 
1963 was 6.1 p rc n greal r Ihan n the m per o f the 
prevlOus y ar. Prud.Jcllon In 1963 was boosted by heavie r 
landings (anchovcta In P ru. But there was B harp declioe 
10 production In the Unttcd SIal s. 

P rLo ac~ounl d for 53.6 percent oC 10lal CI"h me a l produc 
hon dunng Januar) -July 1963, {allowed by South Afric a Wlth 
12.9 percent and Ihe UOIled States With 8. 4 percent . 

GULF AND CARI BBEAN COMMISSION 

SIXTEENTH A UAL MEETI G 
HE LD IN MIAMI: 

T he Sixteenth Annual Sess ion of the Gulf 
a nd Caribbean Fisheries Institute was held in 
Mi a mi, Fla. , November 11 - 15,1963 . Thesite 
of the meeting on Key Biscayne was near the 
Institut e of Marine SCience, University of Mi
ami, making it convenient for those attending 
the meetings to visit the Institute. 

Themes of the sessions held during the 
five-day meetin?; included : "The Challenge to 
U. S. Fisheries, I "Shrimp Research Results ," 
"Seafood and Public Health," 11 Current Fis h -
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eries Research," and "The Future for Car
ibbean Fisheries." 

Other organizations which met concurrent
ly with the Gulf and Caribbean Fisheries In
stitute were the Southeastern Fisheries As
sociation and the National Shrimp Congress. 

INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
FISH MEAL MANUFACTURERS 

FOURTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
HELD IN PERU: 

The Fourth Annual Conference of the International Asso
ciation of Fish Meal Manufacturers was scheduled to be held 
Oct . 28-31 , 1963, in Lima, Peru. The Conference was to coin
cide with the holding in Lima of the 3rd International Fair of 
the Pacific . 

The Peruvian fish meal industry, represented by the So
Ciedad Nacional de Pesqueria, was host to the Conference. 

Over 100 delegates and observers from almost all the 
fish meal producing countries in the world, covering North 
and South America, Europe, Africa, and Asia, were expected 
to attend. The fact that some 60 of those were from coun
tries outside South America emphasizes both the impor
tance of and interest in the Peruvian fish meal industry, the 
largest in the world, and the importance which members 
attach to the International Association's Annual Conference. 
Facilities were provided for visits to the Peruvian fish meal 
and fishing industries. 

The delegates and observers attending represent the lead
ing manufacturers and scientists in the industry. Those at
tending from outside South America met a large Peruvian 
delegation as well as many observers from Chile. Represent
atives from Mexico and the Argentine were invited . Denmark, 
Germany, Norway, South Africa, Great Britain, and the United 
States sent large delegations . Delegations were expected to 
attend from Canada, France, Iceland, the Netherlands, Portu
gal, Spain, and Sweden. Japan was expected to send observers, 
and plus official observers from the Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO) of the United Nations, probably from 
UNICEF, from CORFO in Chile, and from the Fishmeal Ex
porters Organization (FEO). 

The International Association (which was formed in 1959) 
is the recognized international body representing the world 
fi sh meal industry and as such provides a valuable forum 
fo r dis cussions between producers, many of whom are also 
major exporters or whose countries are major importers 
a s well as producers, concerning the many commercial, 
promotional, scientific, and technical problems affecting the 
m dustry. In this way, while the Association is not concerned 
with matters relating to price or actual marketing, it helps 
all producers to ensure a regular well marketed supply of 
hlgh-quality fish meal, so essential in modern animal nutri
tion. It is also concerned with the expansion of markets in 
b oth developed and underdeveloped countries. 

Specific problems which have received attention during 
the year and which were considered at the Conference in
Cluded an economic survey of the in d us try to help en
s ure steady supplies to consumers and a fair and economic 
return to pr oducers without unnecessary market fluctuations; 
a summary of promotional activities in various countries 
to see how these can be adopted in newer and expanding 
m arkets; and further publications on the use of fish meal in 
a~mal nutrition. The many scientific questions C:on
sldered included analytical methods and quality standards 
where the Ass ociation is closely collaborating with a num
ber of national and international bodies; fish flour for human 
~onsumption (fish protein concentrate), which is now arous
lng ever widening interest; and problems of international 

feedstuffs regulations. These regulations involve liaison 
with the European Economic Community (EEC), and other Eu
ropean bodies. 

The Association actively collaborates and exchanges in
formation with FAO, WHO, and UNICEF, on a wide range 
of topics, and is interested particularly in the Freedom from 
Hunger Campaign and the development of fish protein con
centrate . It also collaborates with the European Federation 
for Animal Technology (FEZ), various official committees 
in the United States ancj the EEC, and with the Fishmeal Ex
porters Organization in the activities of FEO that relate to 
marketing promotion, exchange of statistics, and similar 
matters. 

INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION FOR 
THE SAFETY OF llFE AT SEA 

DEPOSIT OF INSTRUMENT OF 
ACCEPTANCE BY PARAGUAY: 

The Instrument of Acceptance by the Gov
ernment of the Republic of Paraguay of the In
ternational Convention for the Safety of Life 
at Sea, 1960, was deposited with the Inter
Governmental Maritime Consultative Organi
zation on September 11, 1963. As of that date, 
the States which had accepted the Convention 
were as follows: Haiti, Norway, France, Re
public of Viet-Nam, Ghana, Peru, United States, 
Madagascar, Morocco, Spain, Greece, Japan, 
Tunisia, Cuba, and Paraguay. (United States 
Embassy, London, September 20, 1963.) 

NORTH PACIFIC FISHERIES CONVENTION 

INTERNA TIONAL FISHERIES 
CONSER VA TION EFFORT 
URGED BY PRESIDENT: 

President Kennedy called for increased international co
operation in the conservation of fisheries resources in a 
strong statement issued on September 10, 1963, in which he ex
pressed his support for the abstention principle. The full 
text of the President's statement, which was issued in con
junction with the opening of the North Pacific Treaty dis
cussions in Tokyo' on September 16 follows: 

"Ambassador Benjamin A. Smith II will lead a delega
tion being sent to Japan to discuss with Japan and Canada 
international arrangements for the conservation and use of 
fishing resources in the North Pacific Ocean. The discus
sions, which are scheduled to begin on September 16, rep
resent the second attempt to reach agreement on the ques
tions raised by Japan about the restrictions upon its rights 
under an existing convention relating to fishing in the North 
Pacific. The first attempt was made last June. 

"The abstention principle, which calls for the fishing re
strictions when certain criteria occur, will be the central 
issue in the new discussions. I believe this principle is 
sound and reasonable. Without restraints of this nature the 
nations of the world would run serious risks of depleting 
fisheries. We have already seen Atlantic halibut fisheries 
decline from 13.500,000 pounds to 300.000 pounds. In 
Bristol Bay. the record catch of 24.7 million salmon in 
1938 has fallen to a level of 2.8 million. On the other hand, 
research and careful regulation have restored depleted Pa
cific halibut fisheries from a low of 40 million pounds in 
1923 to an annual average of 70 million pounds. 

"It is obvious that unless international conservation 
agreements are strictly enforced there is grave danger of 
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e Il':anent Injury to our ocean resources. I hope .that it is 
p sSlble to Implement Senat e Re s oluti on 392, WhlCh called 
r r ar lOterna tional fishe ry conferen ce s o that such damage 

a ... be avoided. 

., In dealing With the , orth Pac ific fisheries problems 
we shall be mindful of our r e sponsibility for the preserva
!lon f VItal fIshing resources. When the C onvention cri
teria alled for the removal of Bering Sea halibut from ab
stention this was done despi t e the disadvantage to Ameri-

an hsh~rmen. We shall hope for the same understanding 
fr mother naUons--to retain the abstention p r inciple when 
appr prlate-- f;)r only in this way will it be p ossible to 
r act agreement in the common world interest." 

Senate Resolution 392, to which the President referred in 
hlS statement, was passed by the Senat e on September 20, 
1962. It calls for the convening of " an International C on
ference ')n the Conservation of Fis hery Res ourc es t o c on
Sider the technical, economic , and s c ientific problems re
latmg to the conservation, utilizati on, and regulation of 
hVlOg marine resources in the high s eas and estuarine wa
ters of the world," and the encouragement of "government, 
mdustnal, scientific . and technical parti c ipation in such 
Conference on as wide a basi s a s m a y be practic able ••• " 

* * * * * 
CONFERENCE RECONVENES IN TOKYO: 

On Sept ember 16 , 1963, the Second Meet
mg of the P a rties to the International Conven
tlOn for the Hi gh Seas Fisheries of the North 
PaciflC Oc ean op ened in Toky o, Japan. The 
meeting between delegates of the United States, 
Canada, and J apa n is a continuation of anear
'leI' meeting held in Washington, D. C., in 
June 1963, and is primarily concerned with 
establishing the understandings neCessary for 
th drafting of a new treaty to cover the salm 
on and halibut fisheries of the North Pacific. 

Immediately after the opening session, it 
was apparent that the funda mental difference 
between the positions of the United States and 
Japan on the principal of 11 abstention," which 
had ended the June m eeting in deadlock, re
mamed substantially unchanged. As a result , 
th proceedings moved at a slow pace. (Unit

d tates Embassy, Tokyo, September 20, 
~63.) 

S e Commercial Fisheries Review, October 1963 p. 43. 

Angola 

IERIES TRENDS, SEPTEMBER 1963: 
aval Commandant and Director of 

rchant Manne Commodor in Angola 
announced plans to c r eate an 11 Escola 

slOnal de Pesca" and a 11 Casa dos 
ad r s. 1 At the same time it was an

th t a group of South African busi -

nessmen were planning to visit Luanda to dis
cuss the further development of the spiny lob
ster fishery. (United States Consul, Luanda, 
September 26, 1963.) 

• 
Argentina 

LANDINGS BY OFFSHORE 
FISHING FLEET HIGHER IN 1962: 

In 1962 Argentina's commercial fisheries 
landings amounted to 92,326 metric tons (a
bout 204 million pounds), an increase of 1.8 
percent over the 1961 landings , but 7.7 percent 
under the record 1960 landings of 99,984 tons. 
It is believed that the total 1963 fisheries land
ings will be about 110, 000 tons. 

There is considerable public and official in
terest in exploiting Argentina's rich ocean-fish
eries resources, developing the present rath
er small fishing industry and expanding for
eign markets. In order to exploit these re
sources the Argentine Goverrunent has pre
pared a request to the Special Fund of the 
United Nations for assistance in a US$5 mil
lion 5 -year plan for the study of its ocean 
fisheries and development of its ocean-fishing 
industry. This will be the early stage of plan
ning for an ambitious $25-30 million fishing
industry development program. In March 
1962, the Argentine Government issued two 
decrees aimed at stimulating the local fishing 
industry by means of customs and taxation 
benefits and goverrunent credits. 

The use of the 1962 commercial fisheries 
landings for freezing , salting, canriing, fish 
meal, and fish oil rose to 46 , 082 metric tons, 
a 17-percent increas e over 1961, while fresh 
fish consumption declined to 45,939 tons. Ex
ports of fish and fish products rose to 2,532 
tons, valued at $394,395, and imports slipped 
slightly to 2,560 tons, valued at $1,022,014. 

The convergence of the Antarctic Malvinas 
Current with the Equatorial Brazilian Cur
rent in an extensive continental shelf area off 
the Argentine coast ,'betweenparallels 38 and 
44 degrees south latitude results in extreme
ly favorable conditions for deep sea trawlers. 
International fisheries experts estimate the 
annual possible yield of those waters at 3 -3.5 
million tons of fish per year, the preponder
ance of which would be fine species with higl1 
world market values. 

The deep-sea landings of 1962 represented 
slightly over one - half the entire ocean landings 
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for the year--only a fractional increase over 
1961--but it was the first year that the deep
sea landings exceeded the coastal landings. 
The increase in the deep-sea landings is ex
pected to continue with the addition of modern 
vessels in 1963. The relative stagnation of 
coastal fishing is expected to continue. 

The Atlantic coast resort city of Mar del 
Plata is the center of the Argentine fishing 
industry and in 1962 accounted for 72 percent 
of all of Argentina's ocean-fish landings. Mar 
del Plata is the home port for Argentina's 37 
deep-sea fishing vessels, which landed 40, 941 
metric tons of fish in 1962, and also the home 
port for 204 old coastal vessels which landed 
30,981 tons of the 40,919 tons landed by the 
entire Argentine coastal fleet of 400 vessels. 
There are an estimated 3, 000 fishermen, 
mainly of Italian origin, at Mar del Plata. 

!The"merluzza," similar to United States 
east coast whiting, accounted for 46 percent 
of the total ocean landings in 1962 as com
pared to 44 percent the previous year. The 
landings of miscellaneous species of fish was 
,second to 11 merluzza}' displacing both the 
small anchovy and mackerel, the miscellane-
0us species largely being used for fish-meal 
production. 

Shad (sabalo) composed 68 percent of the 
t otal landings of fresh -water fish in 1962, a 
year in which the fresh-water landings slump
ed considerably from 1961 and 1960. (United 
States Embassy, Buenos Aires, September 
14, 1963.) 

Australia 

JAPANESE BUYING AUSTRALIAN SHRIMP: 
The Japanese are outbidding United States importers for 

Australian frozen king shrimp. Also, the Japanese are at
tempting to tie-up the Australian production for the next 
t hree years, reports the July 1963 issue of (Australian) 
F ish Trades Gazette. Up to 9s. or US$1.01 a pound 
f.o .b. has been paid for frozen king shrimp tails by the Jap
anese , and it is believed they have offered as much as 11s. 
or $1.23 a pound f.o.b. These prices are reported to be 
higher than those offered by United States buyers. 

Apart from the higher price, Australians. say that the 
big advantage of dealing with Japan is that exporters are 
paid when the shrimp are delivered to the ship in Austra
lia. With the United States buyers, shrimp are sent on a 
consignment basis and exporters carry the risks as well as 
waiting longer for their money. 

This season, Japan is likely to get the entire export pack 
of Australian king shrimp. 

Japan's interest in Australian shrimp has given a spurt 
to the exploitation of new grounds in Western Australia and 
the Gulf of Carpentaria. 

In Western Australia the industry is being geared to sup
ply Japan with a firm order, worth At1,340,000 ($3 rrullion), 
while the Queensland Government is helping to speed up the 
development of new grounds in the Gulf of CarpentaTla. 

In Queensland, late in June 1963, the first commercial 
fishing expedition to the Gulf of Carpentaria left Bundaberg 
accompanied by a Government survey party. 

The expedition consisted of 8 trawlers which wllliater be 
joined by a freezer boat. It was orgaruzed and financed by a 
well-known Sydney firm. The fleet will operate out of Ka
rumba where shore installations have been set up and shTlml= 
will be transported to Cairns or Townsville. 

The shrimp fleet is likely to move south during the "wet" 
season from December onwards. 

A western Australian firm in July 1963 said it had firm 
orders from Japan for shrimp. The first order of shrimp 
for Japan was processed by the firm at Geraldton. The 
shrimp were caught outside the Shark Bay area but landed at 
that point and transported to Geraldton for processing. The 
firm was converting 4 spiny lobster freezer boats, fitted 
with new types of winches and nets, at a cost of AL3 000 
($6,700) each for deep-water shrimp fishing in the Exmouth 
Gulf area. A shrimp expert from the eastern States would 
supervise the initial stages of shrimp fishing in that area. 
The same company had been working with the Western Aus
tralia Fisheries Department and the Department of Indus
trial Development on plans to develop shrimp fishing north 
of Shark Bay. 

Another flrm intends to bring a 126-foot supply ano re
search ship, Kwinana Empress from the eastern States to 
work with the catching boat north of Shark Bay. The same 
company also has orders for shrimp from America. 

Fremantle Fishermen's Co-operative SOciety Ltd. had or
ders for shrimp from Italy. Also, a trial shipment of spiny 
lobster tails sent this year had been well received and pros
pects lOOked good for next season. (Australian Fish Trades 
Review, July 1963.) -----

* * * * * 
SPINY LOBSTER FISHERY REGULATIONS 
FOR WESTERN AUSTRALIA AMENDED: 

Following investigations in the spiny lob
ster or crayfishing centers in Western Aus
tralia by the Fishermen's Advisory Commit
tee, the Western Australian Government has 
approved changes in the regulations govern
ing closed seasons, and the areas to be af
fected by those seasons, for spiny lobster in 
State waters. 

The new regulations will eliminate the 
previous division of areas by the 300 S. lati
tude. The closed season former~ began on 
August 31 in the area south of 30 S. and on 
August 15 in the area north of 300 S. latitude. 

There is now a single closed season be
tween August 15 and November 14 each year 
in the waters bounded by 240 S. and 340 S. 
This area differs from the area previously 
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subject to closed seasons, which was bounded 
by 260 S. and 330 S. 

r---~~---'~~nry~ 

1}«t 

)4" 11 O' \-. -------4'/ 
\ 

Legend: 
------- Old boundaIY 
___ New boundaIY 
_____ . Limit of Australian pro

claimed waters 

The map outlines the new areas af
fected by closed seasons (shown by 
solid line) compared with the old 
areas (dotted line). 

As previously, separate regulations will 
apply to the Abrolhos area. This area has 
been redefined by moving the southern and 
northern boundaries northward by 30 minutes 
of latitude. The eastern and western bound
aries will continue to follow the same lines 
as before, but will extend northward from 
27030' S. to 290 30' S., instead of 280 S. to 
300 S. as previously. 

The date on which the closed season in 
the Abrolhos will begin will now be uniform 
with the date applied outside the Abrolhos, 
or August 15. The Abrolhos closed season 
will terminate on March 14 instead of (as 
previously) the last day of February. 

Notices under the Commonwealth Fisher
ies Act 1952-1959 will be issued to comple
ment the State regulations in the area of pro
claimed waters adjacent to those affected by 
the State regulations. (Fisheries Newsletter, 
September .1963.) 

* * * * * 
TUNA FISHERY TRENDS IN 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA, 1963 

A record 3,966 short tons of tuna were 
landed during South Australia's 1963 tuna 

season which end ed in June, but production 
was well below t he a nticipate d 5 , 000 tons. Al
though the tuna fleet i ncre ased i n 1963, the 
average catch per vesse l was 16 percent be
low that in the previous year. 

Good catches were taken a t the start of the 
1963 season, and by the end of February, land 
ings had reached 1,931 tons - -almost double 
the production during the corresponding peri-
0d in 1962 - -but catches were down sharply in 
April and May. Toward t he end of the s eason, 
tuna were scattered and hard to hold at the 
surface. The weather was also poor . 

Southern Australia Tuna Landings, 1958-1963 

rr-ear 
No. of Vessels Landings 
Partic i pating (Short Tonsl 

1963 23 3,966 
1962 18 3, 7 10 
1961 12 2,481 
1960 . 8 1,536 
1959 4 770 
1958 3 593 

A disappointing tuna season from the point 
of view of most vessel owners has raised 
doubt as to the long-term potential of the fi sh
ery. At present, the fishery is not subj ec t to 
any control, and because the industry has en
joyed a boom period over the last few yea r s, 
the tuna fleet has rapidly expanded. The to 
tal vessel capacity of the 1963 fleet was as 
sessed at about 900 tons. 

Vessels have been operating on immature 
fish, but it may be possible with the intr oduc
tion of new fishing techniques to expl oit adult 
stocks and as a res ult to greatly inc reas e la nd
ings . However, a change from the pole - a nd
line method to any other technique would in
volve considerable cost to the fisherman . 
(Fisheries Newsletter, Australia, August 1963 .) 

* * * * * 
WHALING STATION AT CARNARVON C LOSES : 

The Australian whaling station at Carnar
von, Western Australia, ceased ope r a tions on 
August 9, 1963. This left only one a ctive Aus -
tralian whaling station located at Albany, West
ern Australia. 

The Carnarvon station began bal e en whal
ing on July 6 and up to Augus t 9 this year had 
taken 68 humpbacks, 3 sei, and one blue whale. 
To the same date (from June 6) it had taken 
24 sperm whales. 

The Albany station began baleen whaling 
on June 13 and up to August 10 had taken 19 
humpbacks.- To the same date (from March 
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Fig. 2 -Individual branding lron. 

devised by the St. Andrews (New Brunswick) 
Biological Station of the Fisheries Res earch 
Board. Branding irons were heated in a gas-
0line stove and used to mark fish with bold 
letters about 1 t inches high and i inch deep. 
During 1962, a total of 23 sharks were mark
ed in that manner, and one of the branded 
sharks was recovered. That fish was marked 
with both a tag and a brand at Cors3.ir Canyon 
on southeast Georges Bank and recaptured at 
Hydrographer Canyon about 150 miles to the 
southwest a month later. (Canadian Depart
ment of Fisheries, January 4, 1963.) 

Chile 
t 

FISHERIES DEVELOPMENT 
INSTITUTE TO BE ESTABLISHED: 

The Government of Chile and the United 
Nations Special Fund on August 31, 1963, 
signed an agreement covering the Plan of 
Operation for the establishment of a Fisher
ies Development Institute. The purpose of 
the project is to provide through a perman
ent Fisheries Development Institute the tech
nical basis for the accelerated development 
and rational exploitation and utilization of 
Chile 1s fisheries resources. The project, 

which originated with the Chilean Governmenfu 
request in 1960 for technical assistance in the 
investigation and development of its fisheries 
resources, will be developed over a 5 -year pe' 
riod at an estimated cost of US$4,958, 300. The 
United Nations Special Fund will contribute 
US$l,327,550 toward the financing, and the Gov
ernment of Chile the equivalent of $3,630,750. 
The headquarters of the Fisheries Develop
ment Institute and its principal laboratory will 
be in Santiago. The Institute is to be a legal 
autonomous entity. 

To achieve its purpose, the Fisheries De
velopment Institute will undertake the follow
ing program: 

(1) To study the nature, distribution, and 
density of marine resources in Chilean wa
ters, as well as the effects of fishing on stocks 
presently being exploited; and to conduct re
lated oceanographic work. 

(2) To improve fishing methods, vessels, 
and gear (with special emphasis on small
craft fishermen), through experiments and 
demonstrations. 

(3) To study the marketing of fishery prod
ucts with particular reference to problems of 
handling, transportation, and distribution in 
natlOnal and foreign markets. 

(4) To draw up quality standards and es
tablish quality controls for fishery products; 
to train personnel in quality grading; and to 
establish an inspection service. To assist 
fishery processing plants to improve prod
ucts through better handling of fresh fish 
better selection of raw material better pack
ing' and improved factory efficiency. 

(5) To raise standards of technical skills 
of fishermen, processors, research workers, 
and other persons associated with the fisher
ies industry by improving the fisheries stud
ies offered by universities and technical 
schools. To encourage fishery cooperatives. 

(6) To improve statistical information in 
the fishing industry for use in economic and 
biological studies. 

Where appropriate, the studies of the Fish
eries Development Institute will be carried 
put in coordination with the Chilean Ministry 
of Agriculture, the Chilean Development Cor
poration (CORFO), universities, and other ap 
propriate agencies. The Institute also will 
work in collaboration with the Marine Re 
sources Research Institute in Peru, and the 
National Fisheries Institute in Ecuador, and 
will collaborate in the work of the Permanent 
Commission for the Conservation and Exploi· 
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tation of the Marine Resources of the South 
Pacific. 

The Food and Agriculture Organization 
of the United Nations will act as executive 
agency for the Special Fund which will pro
vide the Project Manager of the Fisheries 
Development Institute and other experts and 
consultants required to carry out the ap
proved work program. An administrative 
council will be appointed by the Government 
of Chile to guide the work of the Institute. 

The Fisheries Development Institute is in
tended to be a continuing permanent institu
tion operating as an autonomous body. At the 
conclusion of the 5 -year development proj
ect' the United Nations Special Fund will 
transfer the title of its equipment in the In
stitute to the Government of Chile. (United 
States Embassy, Santiago, September 25, 
1963.) 

* * * * * 
PERMITS REQUIRED FOR FOREIGN 
VESSELS FISHING WITHIN 200- MILE ZONE: 

By Decree 453 of July 18, 1963, the Gov
ernment of Chile limits operations of mother
or factoryship fishing vessels in Chilean wa
ters to the southern zone below the 37 0 S. 
la.titude (off Coronel, or about 19 miles south 
of Concepcion). 

The Decree provides: 

(1) That only the Ministry of Agriculture 
may issue fishing permits for motherships 
or factoryships to operate within the 200-
mile zone of Chile's territorial waters. 

(2) That requests for fishing permits for 
factoryships be accompanied by information 
as to the nature of fishing operations to be 
carried out, quantity of fish to be taken, 
length of time and location in the zone the 
factoryship expects to operate, date the ship 
desires to begin operation, actual period for 
the operations , port of discharge for prod
ucts processed by the ship, and port where 
the Chilean inspector should board the fac
toryship to assess charges on its take. 

(3) That no permit may be granted for 
factoryships to operate within the 200-mile 
zone of territorial waters from the northern 
limit of Chile south to the 37 0 parallel. 

This decree, like Decree 332, is intended 
to tighten the Government's control over the 
activities of foreign fishing vessels in the 200-
mile zone claimed by Chile as its territorial 
waters. Strict application of the restrictions 
placed on operations of foreign vessels may 
encourage foreign capital to establish fish
processing plants within Chile particularly 
in view of the concessions and tax privileges 
available under the Fisheries Law to compa
nies engaged in all phases of the fishing in
dustry. (United States Embassy, Santiago, 
September 13, 1963.) 

* * * * * 
JAPANESE FIRM TO PARTICIPATE IN 
SURVEY OF FISHERY RESOURCES: 

At the request of Chilean fishery authori
ties, a Japanese fishery company is planning 
to assist Chile in a survey of Chilean waters. 
One of the main purposes of the survey is to 
determine the extent of king crab and hake 
resources off Chile. Research vessels are 
expected to be furnished by Chile. (Shin 
Suisan Shimbun Sokuho, September 12,1963.) 

Denmark 

LOWER SIZE LIMIT FOR 
NORWAY LOBSTERS DISCUSSED: 

Norway lobsters are caught by Danish 
fishermen mostly in the northerly part of the 
Kattegat. They are e~orted frozen as Dan
ish "baby lobster tails' to the United States 
(678,000 pounds valued at US$951,OOO in1962). 
In early September 1963, the Danish Fisher
ies Association was determining whether a 
majority of north Jutland fishermen wished 
to request the Ministry of Fisheries to lower 
the minimum size from 15 centimeters (5.91 
inches) to 13 centimeters (5.12 inches), the 
lower limit for Norway lobsters taken by 
Swedish and Norwegian fishermen. (Regional 
Fisheries Attache for Europe, U. S. Embassy, 
Copenhagen, September 11, 1963.) 

EI Salvador 

INCREASE IN DUTY ON 
CANNED MACKEREL PROPOSED: 

As of early September 1963, it was probable 
that the Salvadoran duty on canned mackerel 
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would be raised from its preferential r a t e of 
US$5 per 100 kilograms (a bout 2. 268 U. S. 
cents a pound). The new rate has not been 
announced but may be rear $35 p e r 100 kilo
grams (about 15.876 U. S. cents a pound). 

It is believed that canned mackerel is one 
of the items whose tariff equalization for the 
Central American Common Market was a
greed upon at the technical level at a meet
ing held at Tegucigalpa, Honduras. The meet
ing of the Executive Council which was sched
uled for August 29 in San Salvador to consid
er the recommendations of the Tegucigalpa 
meeting was postponed and was held later in 
Guatemala. Apparently the recommendations 
of the technicians were being closely held 
until they were considered by the Executive 
Council. 

According to an official in the Salvadoran 
Ministry of Economy, the other countries of 
the Central American Common Market have 
already leveled their duty on canned mackerel 
at a higher rate than that prevailing in El 
Salvador, and are asking EI Salvador to a
gree to the higher level. 

Another official of the Ministry of Econo
my and one of the members of EI Salvador's 
delegation to the Tegucigalpa meetmg stated 
that although he could not remember the 
exact figures he knew that the Salvadoran 
delegation, despite instructions to the con
trary, had agreed to higher figures set by the 
other countries. (United States Embassy, 
San Salvador, September 6, 1963.) 

Faroe Islands 

FISHING INDUSTRY TRENDS, 
1952-1962, AND OUTLOOK; 

Summary: The Faroe Islands a partly 
self-governing community within the Danish 
State, are located in the Atlantic Ocean about 
800 miles northwest of Denmark . The Is
lands' population of 35,000 is almost wholly 
dependent on fishing. The record Faroese 
fisheries catch of 143 , 520 metric tons taken 
in 1962, mainly cod, came in large part from 
West Greenland waters with sma ller quanti 
ties from local Faroese grounds , the Barents 
Sea, and waters off Iceland and Newfoundland. 
The herring catch was taken mainly i n the 

Norwegian Sea. F a roese t rawlers as well as 
long-line and hand -line vessels take demersal 
fish , while gill-net and purse -seine vess els 
catch herring. About 6 , 900 fishe r men are en-
gage d i n the industry with a declining number 
employed on foreign vessels. About thr e e-
fourths of the Faroese catch is processed into 
wet - and dry - salted fish and salted herr ing. 
Othe r produc ts are iced and frozen fish. Th 
productio n of c anned fish and fish meal a nd 
oil is negligible . The most i mportant exports 
are dry- a nd wet - salted fish to Southern Eu-
ropean countries and Braz il ; iced fish to the 
United Kingdom; salted herring to Europ ean 
countries; and fr ozen fish fillets to the Unitec 
States. 

Table 1 - Fi.shenes Catch by Fa roese Veaeb, 1952-1962 Ii k--. -

Y ar 
Demersal 
Species V HerTlJl9 Toul 

...• • (Metric To~J) . 
1962 · . · .. 133,665 9, 55 143, 52C 
1961 · . · .. 103,193 16,885 120, 07S 
1960 · . · . 98,011 11,417 109 , 2S 
1959 · . · . 73,505 13, 695 87 ; 20C 
1958 · . · . . .. 89,069 17,671 106, 74C 
1957 · · . · . . . 8,550 17,034 105 , 584 
1956 · .. .. .. .. .. .. . 92,648 23, 668 116 , 31 t 
1955 · . · . .. ...... 92,503 13,116 105, 619 
1954 .................. 61,828 27 606 89 , 434 

I~~~~ ............ . .... 71,694 17,062 as , 75f 
83 298 3885 87 18 

10 yr. average (1953-62) 90, 467 16, 801 107 , 26 
I!Jlncludes cod, baddock, halibut , IlJl9, plaIce, Jaltbe, tusk, 

porbeagle, Notway lobster, recifi.sh, a.nd catfish . 
fi,~und fre weight. 

te: Includes landings in foreign ports. 

Fishenes Landings : The r e cord Faroese 
fisheries landings in 1962 were 19 percent 
greater than in 1961, the previ ous record 
year, and 48 percent over the 10-y ear aver-
age during 1953 - 1962. Demer sal fish - -cod, 
haddock, halibut, ling , p la i ce , saithe tus k, 
porbeagle, orway lobster , ocean per c h , and 
catfish - -made up 93 perc ent of the c a t ch in 
1962. The increas e i n the 1962 landi ngs was 
due to a gain in the c od catc h which more 

Table 2 - Catch of H eIring b}' Faroese Vessels , 
by Fishin9 Grounds , 1952-1962 

!year Fishino Grounds 
Faroese Norwegian Sea North Sea Total . . . • •• (Metric Tons!., ) •• . . .. ...... 

1962 175 9,680 - 9, 855 
1961 10 16 , 875 - 16, 885 
1960 445 10, 972 - 11 , 417 
1959 690 13 , 005 - 13, 695 
1958 1,9 17 15 , 771 - 17, 688 
1957 788 16,246 - 17, 034 
1956 703 22, 966 - 23, 669 
1955 175 12,940 - 13, 1l5 
1954 182 27 , 424 - 27 , 606 
1953 220 16, 152 690 17, 062 
1952 - 3 885 - 3 885 
ijRound :resb weight. 
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Table 3 - Fisheries Catch (Except Herring) by Faroese Vessels, by Species and Fishing Grounds, 1962 with Comparative Data 

FishinQ Grounds 
Species 

Iceland Faroese Barents Sea Newfoundland West Greenland East Greenland North Sea Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . •••••• (Metric TonsY1 • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... 
p>d ••• 8,657 6,751 3, 109 5,051 92 , 699 116,267 · ..... .. 
"'addock · . · · · . · 919 7,041 83 
~alibut • · · · . · 80 137 11 

ing ••• · . · · · . · 415 450 -
I'laice •• · .. · 84 26 -
tiaithe •• · . · .. · . · 590 2,494 2 
Tusk •• ... · . 614 1,902 6 
I'orbeagle ••••• · . · - - -
NOlWay lobster •• · - - -
Ocean perch ••• · . · - - -
Catfish •••••• · . · - - -
Unclassified • • • • · . · 574 410 17 

Total (other than herring) 11,933 19,211 3,228 
~(other than herring): 

961 •••••••••• 12,959 21,370 4,291 
1960 · . · . · .. 14,396 19 ,684 3,509 
1959 · · · . · .. 9,594 13,097 4,819 
1958 · . · . · · .. 21,691 15,768 4,072 
1957 · · · . · . · 24,960 13,836 13,889 
1956 · · · . · 18,161 13,704 28,875 
1955 · . · · . · 20 , 006 13,535 22,939 
1954 · ... · · · · . 17,075 8,950 9,621 

!JRound fresh weight. 
Note: Includes landings in foreign ports. 

than offset a decline in herring landings due 
to bad weather. 

Fishing Grounds: In the past ten years, 
there has been a strong shift in Faroese fish
ing effort to the waters off Greenland--most
ly West Greenland. Almost 70 percent of the 
demersal fish catch was taken from Green
land fishing grounds in 1962, as compared 
with only 38 percent in 1953. The greater 
catches off Greenland have resulted from the 
addition of larger, better equipped vessels to 
the fiShing fleet. 

Table 4 - Faroese Fishing Fleet, July 1, 1963 

Type of Vessel Total Average Total 
Age Tonnage 

No. Years •• (G.R.T. ). 

1 Gross reg istered tons. 

48 
46 
14 
47 
12 

8 
6 

181 

!Hand-line and long-line vessels. 

33,276 

Disposition of Catch: In the past tenyears , 
the disposition of the Faroese fisheries catch 
has changed markedly. From a peak of 92.4 
percent in 1953, the portion used for curing 
dropped steadily to only 76 percent in 1962, 
reflecting market demand and the tendency 

- -
6 13 - - 8,062 

- 1 - - 229 
- 51 - - 916 
- - - - 110 
77 31 - - 3, 194 

1 362 - - 2, 885 
797 - - - 797 
- - - - -
- 204 - - 204 
- - - - -
- - - - 1,001 

5,932 93,361 - - 133,665 

5,576 57,693 1,304 - 103,193 
9,678 50,698 - 46 98,011 
7,619 38,371 - 5 73,505 
3,939 43,572 - 27 89,069 
2,956 32,886 - 23 88,550 

101 31,807 - - 92,648 
- 35,982 - 41 92,503 
- 26,182 - - 61,828 

of Southern European countries to produce 
more of their own cured fish. The share of 
the catch marketed fresh, however, advanced 
from 6.2 percent in 1953 to 20.5 percent in 
1961, dropping back to 16.3 percent in 1962 
when lower market prices prevailed in Brit
ish ports. Between 1953 and 1962 , the part 
of the catch devoted to freezing increased 
from only 0.2 percent to 7.5 percent, due 
mainly to the demand for fillets and blocks in 
the United States. 

Table 5 - Faroese Fisheries Catch and Disposition, 1952-1962 

Disposition 

iYear Landings Fresh Freezing 
Market 

Curing Canning Reduction 
{Meal & Oil} . . . . . . . . . • (Metric TonsY) ••.• . . .... 

1962 143,520 23,407 10,733 109,120 85 175 
1961 120,078 24,598 5,749 89,626 80 25 
1960 109,428 24,264 4,909 79,678 132 445 
1959 87,200 13,182 2, 197 69,064 157 600 
1958 106,740 15,044 2,789 90,182 25 700 
1957 105,584 7,726 1,492 95,428 135 803 
1956 116,316 5,861 2,445 107 ,320 90 600 
1955 105,619 7,481. 2,095 95 ,926 42 75 
1954 89,434 6,788 759 81,523 364 -
1953 88,756 5,504 147 82,047 263 795 
1952 87 , 183 6,621 120 80,077 365 -
J.!Round fresh weight basis. 
Note: Includes landings in foreign ports. 

Future Production and Markets: The pro
duction of dry-salted fish may continue to de
cline. The large, more desirable sizes of cod 
are less readily available since Iceland ex
tended its fishery limits. Former importers, 
such as Spain, are importing more wet-salted 
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c od a s well a s producing more of their cured 
fish requir ements. Dry-sa lted fis h sales are 
now limited largel) to Bra zil wher e va ria 
t ions in the value of the currency present 
problems. 

Faroese wet-salted fish currently are in 
good demand even in producing count ries 
such as Norway and Iceland. Faroese ex
por trs do not handle all the wet-salted fish 
produced by Faroese vessels. Foreign buy
ers often request that Faroes e fishing ves
sels land their wet-salted fish directly in 
European ports. 

The United Kingdom is practically the 
sole market for iced Faroese fish. Ifprices 
are no more favorable than in 1962 , less 
iced fish will be landed there and more will 
be processed in the Faroe Islands. The same 
will be true if British fishery groups block 
landings of iced fish when Faroese fishery 
limits are extended on March 12 , 1964. 

The production of frozen fillets should 
continue to increase with the bulk going to 
the United States. Other countries also are 
becoming more important buyers . Soviet Bloc 
countries - - East Germany, in particular -
a re t aking increasing quantities of Faroese 
saithe fillets , a cheaper product than cod or 
haddock. If the British block landings of 
i ced Faroese fish, or if the Faroese exploit 
more fully the nearby Faroese and Icelandic 
grounds , the supply of fish for filleting may 
increase substantially. 

Salted herring production varies with the 
catch, which was poor in 1 962. Contracts 
have been made with Sweden, Denmark, and 
the Soviet Union for substantial shipments of 
salt herring from the 1963 production. 

Porbeagle production from the present 
Northwest Atlantic grounds i s expected to 
taper off beginning in 1964 b ec ause of di
minishing resources. More vessels are ex 
pected to enter the fishery from Nordic 
countries, making it less profitable. The 
Italian market also is limited in the qua ntity 
it can take at profitable pr ices . At least one 
porbeagle fishing vessel plans to seek tuna 
with long lines in the Western Atlantic, the 
Caribbean Sea, and later off Northwest Afri
ca. If the porbeagle fishery becomes un
profitable, the freezership s in the fishery 
will probably operate in Greenland waters , 
freezing groundfis h. 

Since the demand for Norway lobsters is 
good, production may be expected to increas e. 
(Regional Fisheries Attache for Europe , Unit
ed Stat e s Embassy, Copenhage n , October 2, 
1963.) 

German Federal Republ ic 

FISHING INDUSTRY PROPOSES FREE 
INTERNATIONAL MARKET 
FOR NORTH SEA AREA: 

The German Fishing Indust ry Federation 
has called for a free inter nat ional market in 
fish for the entire North Sea a r ea . 

A federation spokesman i n Ham burg saw 
the proposed European fishe r ies union as one 
which would embrace all European Economic 
Community (EEC) countries and ot hers with 
seaboards in the area. 

The spokesman suggested tha t such a union 
would have a greater economic effec t than a 
common EEC fishing policy , which would have 
to take into account the entirely different in
terests of North Sea and Mediterranean fish
eries. 

The spokesman said t hat the pr oposed 
union would imply cooperation bet ween EEC 
and the European Free Tra de Association 
(EFTA). 

All members would enJoy the same status 
and membership would entail fu ll fis hing 
rights for all withi n each other ' s territorial 
waters. Each wou ld have the right to land 
catches in any harbor i n any member countr:', 
the spokesman said. (EF T A Reporter , Octo 
ber 1, 1963.) 

Ghana 

CONTRACTS FOR JAPANESE-BUILT 
FISHING VESSELS : 

A LG5. 7 million (US$16 million) c ontract 
fo r t he c onstruction of 10 stern t rawlers and 
2 carrier v essels for the Ghana Fis hing Cor
poration was signed by Ghana's Minister of 
Agriculture and a Japanese s hipbuilding and 
engineering firm, on August 6, 1 963. Accord
ing to Ghanaian newspaper reports , 5 of the 
trawlers will be 1, 350 tons each, the other 5 
of 1 ,850 tons , and the carriers 1, 200 tons. 



November 1963 COMMERCIAL FISHERIES REVIEW 63 

Ghana (Contd.): 

The first two of the vessels will arrive in 
Ghana in November 1964. Delivery of the 
vessels is expected to be completed in 1967 
and payments will extend over seven years. 
(United States Embassy, Accra, August 11, 
1963. ) 

* * * * * 
TWO BRITISH-BUILT STERN 
TRAWLERS RECEIVED: 

Ghana's Minister of Agriculture was the 
principal speaker at a ceremony at Tema 
Harbor in Ghana, on August 6, 1963, to wel
come two British-built stern trawlers. Pur
chased from a British shipyard as part of a 
LG970,200 (US$2.7 million) contract signed 
in 1961, the vessels are 127'6" long with 
29'6" beams and 11' 8" molded depths. They 
are Diesel-powered and can store 240 metric 
tons of fish under refrigeration. 

In his welcoming speech the Minister 
stated that the vessels were the first to be 
delivered to the Ghana Fishing Corporation 
and would form the nucleus of the Corpora
tion's fishinp: fleet. Actually, the trawlers 
are not the' first" deliveries as the British 
Shipbuilding firm also supplied two tuna purse 
seiners in 1962, but they were later returned 
to England for repairs and reportedly sold. 
(United States Embassy, Accra, August 11, 
1963.) 
Note: See Commercial Fisheries Review. September 1963 p. 92. 

Haiti £ 
UNITED STATES FIRM TO ESTABLISH 
FISHING ENTERPRISE IN HAITI: 

A contract to establish a fishing enterprise 
in Haiti was Signed in March 1963, between a 
New York City wholesale fishery firm and 
t hree members of the Haitian Cabinet. The 
contract was published in the official Haitian 
Government organ Le Moniteur No. 256, on 
March 15, 1963, and was in force as a de
cree as of the date of publication. The de
cree provides certain exclusive rights and 
privileges to the United States firm for the 
ten-year duration of the contract which is 
renewable at the option of the parties in
volved. The capital of the new firm to be 
set up in Haiti will be $50,000. 

Under the terms of the contract , the Haitian 
Government authorizes the United States firm 
(1) to engage in the fishing industry and trade 
on the northern, western, and southern coasts 
of Haiti, and in frog breeding; (2) the Haitian 
Government shall lease to the Contractor , land 
necessary for the development of this enter
prise along the coast; (3) install one or more 
plants in Haiti on all spots where natural 
sources permit centralized preparation, freez
ing. storage, packing, and shipping in the coast
al area at Port-au - Prince or outside that city; 
(4) give to the Contractor all facilities and 
necessary privileges to utilize his own ships , 
boats, or other means of sea transportation 
in use in fishing industries. (United States 
Embassy, Port-au-Prince, August 9, 1963.) 

Iceland 

EXPORTS OF FISHERY PRODUCTS, 
JANUARY-JUNE 1963 : 

During January-June 1963, there was a 
considerable increase in exports of frozen 
herring and herring meal as compared with 
the same period in 1962, according to the Sta
tistical Bureau of Ic eland's Statistical Bulle
tin, August 19&3. Exports of fish meal and 
herring oil showed a considerable decrease 
in the first 6 months of 1963. 

IcelandlC Flshery Exports. January-June 1963 with Compansons 

Jan. -June 1963 Jan. -June 1962 
Product 

Qty. Value r,D.b Qty. Value r.o.b. 

Metnc 1,000 US$ Metric 1,000 I US$ 
Tons ~ L.Q.Q.Q. Tons ~ L..QQQ 

I
Salted hsh. dried. . . . . . . . . . . . . .• 1.411 28,461 660 1.324 25,566 593 

~:~!:~ ~~:~'r~~~~;~d. :::::: :: : :::: 14.~:~ 18~::~i 4.~~~ I 17.:~~ 2~~:~~i I 4.~!: 
'Wlngs salted 1.402 I 17,499 406 837 9,624 I 223 
IStockr;sh ... ::::::::':::::::: 3,034 81,538 1,892! 4,851 124,240 I 2,882 
'Hernng on ice.... . .. •. •••. . .. 7,224 23,417 543 4,899 17,144 398 
Other fIsh on ice .•.•• .. •...•... 17,753 90,360 2,096 13,077 59,608 1,383 
Herring, (rozen .. , ..•..... , .... 24 ,212 131,593 3 , 053 : 14,717 79,213 1,838 
Other (rozen fish, whole. . . . . . • . .. 1,612 18,698 434 ~ 918 1l.982 278 
Frozen fish fillets .•........•.•• 28,668 522,645 12,125 ' 28,328 485,229 ll,257 
Shrimp and lobster, frozen ..••• ' . • 180 17,876 415 97 8,522 198 
Rot:s, frozen. . • . . . . • . . . . . . • . • • 659 10,497 244 597 11,377 264 
Canned fish. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . 105 6 , 622 154 120 6,873 159 
Cod-ilver oil .••... , . . • . • . • . • •. 4,609 31,749 737 2,533 20,403 473 
Lumpflsh roes, salted . . .. ,..... . 218 3,568 83 291 4,421 103 
Other roes for food, salteri ...... .. 3,176 44,919 1,042 2,743 37,899 879 
Roes for balt, salted. , • . . . . . . . . • . 974 7,203 167 311 2,113 49 
Herring, salted •...••.......... 17, 520 166,658 3,866 16,620 149,570 3,470 
Herring 011 •••.•.•... • , •....• . 15,614 62,717 1,455 19,917 85,740 1.989 
()cean perch Oil ...•.•. , .•.••.•. \ 11 6 515 12 15 59 1 
Whale a ll .. .. .. • .. .. .. .. .. ... 2,035 11 ,042 256 388 2,558 59 
Fish meal ......••........••• 5,614 33,294 772 16,397 102,148 2,370 
Herring meal .•••.••..•.....•. 32,368 198,149 4,597 22'102

11

140'776 3,266 
()cean perch meal ... ..• . . •...• :1 956 4,479 104 34 204 5 
Wastes of hah, frozen. . . . • . . . . . .• 1, 095 3 ,295 76 2,456 5,987 139 
Liver meal ............ , . . . . . . 283 1,970 46 180 1,185 27 
Whale meal ..•..•.•....•. , . , • • 100 558 13 302 1,567 36 
Whale meat fr ozen.. .. . . . • • • . . . 838 5887 137 151 097 25 
Noto:: Value, (O .. 'Ont.cd <It "'to: of I !aoO\U ~qualo 2.12 U, S ,,~ .. u. 

* * * * * 
EXPORTS OF FISH OILS, 
JANUARY-JUNE 1963: 

Iceland's exports of herring oil during the 
first 6 months of 1963 declined by 22 percent 
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to 17 , 21 2 short tons fr om 21,954 tons in t he 
comparable period a year earlier . 

E xports of cod liver oil (including non
fre ezing, nondestearinat e d, and industrial 
cod liver oil) amounted to 5,080 tons in Jan
uary-June 1963--up from the 2,793 tons ex
ported in January-June 1962. Exports of 
redfish (ocean perch) oil totaled 127 tons in 
January-June 1963 as compared with 16 tons 
in January-June 1962. (Foreign Agriculture, 
October 7, 1963.) 

* * * * * 
NEWLY CONVERTED FREEZER 
TRAWLERIS MAIDEN TRIP SUCCESSFUL: 

The Icelandic side trawler Narfi, convert
ed recently to a freezer trawler, made a suc
cessful first voyage to the Greenland grounds, 
after spending three days in Icelandic waters 
testing the freezing equipment. 

Most of the catch consisted of medium
size cod which, with some haddock, was 
headed and frozen into blocks. A total of 
5,820 blocks was landed at Grimsby, the to
tal catch amounting to 302 tons. The catch
ing rate on the grounds was about 16 tons 
per day of aU fish and the freezing rate 12 
tons per day. Quality was said to be excel
lent, due, it is thought, to the improved freez
ing equipment which insures better contact 
between plates and fish, and to the care taken 
in bleeding and washing the fish on board. 

The Narfi conversion involved the building 
of covered accommodation for the freezers 
on the port well deck and other modifications, 
carried out by a Bremerhaven Shipyard. 
(World Fishing, September 1963.) 

Indonesia 

NEW OCEANOGRAPHIC RESEARCH 
VESSEL DELIVERED: 

A new oceanographic research vessel, 
the Jalanidhi, was delivered to the Indonesia 
Government on January 12, 1963. Construc
tion began on August 4, 1962, and she was 
launched on October 29, 1962. The Jalanidhi 
was scheduled to participate in the Interna 
tional Indian Ocean Expedition. 

The Ja lanidhi is 746 gross tons ; 53.9 meter 
(176.8 feet) over-all I ngth; and is fitt d wit h 
Dies e l machinery . Accommodation is provided 
for 12 offi c ers , 26 crewmen, and 26 research 
wor ker s. She is fitte d with a balloon s tation, 
a code r ec or de r, a nd radiosonde equipm nt 
for aerological obs e rvatio n. Other equipment 
includes a precision cho sound e r fo r 10 , 000 -
met er deep-sea use, a fis h " mirror" (an echo 
sounder operable in all d i r ections ), a te l e
finder, and an echo sounder fo r de t c t i n g 
characteristics of th bottom of th s ea. 

In additi n, ther IS a carbon - 14 t racer for 

I 
the measurement of basic productivity of sea
water samples and a soft X -ray proJ ctor for 
X -ray observation of fish. For expe r imen s 
on embryologIcal and physlOlogical studies of 
plankton, fish eggs and larva for estimation 
of stock SIze and fluctuation of fish ries re
sources, a graduat d thermal mcubator is in
stalled, and ther IS also a nongraduat ed ther
mal incubator for mbryologlcal and taxonom
ical studies of fish ggs and larvae. ( ational 
OceanographIc Data enter, ~ewsletter, July 
31, 1963.) 

Iran 

The 1 ational Iranian Fisheries Company 
(Shilat) opened bids submitted by four United 
States fIrms for the sale of 60 metriC tons of 
caviar on September 16, 1963 . The winrung 
bids submitted by a Tew York City firm fo r 
the various grades of caviar were a s follows: 
Beluga, Jo. I, 15 metric tons at US 15 .88 a 
pound; Beluga, TO. 2, 2 metric tons a t ' 7.71 
a pound, Osetra, lTO . 1,2 metric tons at 15 .2 0 
a pound; Osetra, 10. 2,2 metr ic t ons at 7.71 
a pound; Sevruga, L TO . 1, 5 metric tons at 
$9.98 a pound; Sevruga, TO . 2, 23 metric tons 
at $5.44 a pound; Pressed, l. o . 1, 6 metric 
tons at $3.40 a pound; and Pressed, No.2 , 5 
metric tons at $2 . 95 a pound . The total value 
of the contract was $1,123,500 . B ids for the 
best grade (Beluga .I. o . 1 ) c aviar ranged from 
a high of $15.88 to a low of $13 .61. (United 
States Embassy, Tehran September 19, 1963.) 

-h 

~ 
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CATCH OF ATLANTIC OCEAN BIG-EYED 
TUNA HIGHER IN SEPTEMBER 1963: 

The Japanese Atlantic tuna long-line ves
sels are reported to have taken unusually 
large quantities of big-eyed tuna since early 
September 1963. Their big-eyed catch is 
said to run well over 50 percent of their land
ings' compared to 20-30 percent for yellow
fin. This development may adversely affect 
Japanese frozen tuna exports to Italy since 
Italian importers are said to be very reluc
tant to purchase tuna if the ratio of yellowfin 
to big-eyed in a shipment exceeds 70:30. 

September c.i.f. prices paid by Italy per 
metric ton of frozen tuna imports were quoted 
at US$390-400 (dressed, without head but with 
tail) for yellowfin and $330-340 for big-eyed. 

Abundance of big-eyed in the Atlantic tuna 
catch is expected to intensify competition a
mong Japanese exporters to sell that species 
to Czechoslovakia, the only European country 
that is said to be willing to accept pure ship
ments of big-eyed. Czechoslovakia in Sep
tember was offering $335-338 per metric ton 
for big-eyed, delivery Hamburg, Germany, 
or Trieste, Italy. (Suisan Tsushin, Septem
ber 16 , 1963.) 

* * * * * 
CANNED TUNA IN BRINE SALES 
TO UNITED STATES, 
SEPTEMBER-NOVEMBER 1963: 

Japanese tuna packers, at a directors' 
meeting held on September 26, 1963, voted 
to release for export to the United States 
150,000 cases of canned tuna in brine per 
month, or a total of 450,000 cases between 
September-November 1963. 

The Japan Canned Foods Exporters Asso
ciation, which also convened a meeting on 
that same date, announced that it would go 
along with the packers' decision. Accord
ingly, for September the Association agreed 
to offer 'for sale 150,000 caseS but did not 
specify the amount of each kind of pack 
(white meat or light meat) to be sold. Ex
port f.o.b. prices will be the same as for 
previous sales , i.e., $10.50 per case for 
white meat tuna and $7.65 per case for light 
meat tuna for No. i (7-oz.) 48's. 

Japanese canned tuna in brine approved 
for export to the United States as of the end 

of September totaled 2,010,000 cases. Japan's 
export target for the year (December 1962-
November 1963) is 2,300,000 cases, (Suisan 
Tsushin, September 27, 1963; land at her 
sources.) 

* * * * * 
EXPORTS OF CANNED TUNA 
IN OIL, APRIL-JULY 1963: 

According to data compiled by the Japan 
Tuna Packers Association, canned tuna in oil 
approved for export by the Association's sales 
Icompany for the period April-July 1963 to
taled 682,331 cases. This represents an in
crease of 128 percent over exports approved 

Japanese Canned Tuna in Oil Exports, April-July 1962-63 

Principal Countries April-July 
of Destination 1963 1962 . (Cases) • . 

West Germany · 229,493 102,134 
Canada • . . · · 82,093 65,074 
Lebanon . · 42,186 9,025 
England . . · . 39,084 12,400 
Ne1herlands · 36,194 30,702 
Switzerland · . 34,907 10,835 
Belgiwn . · . 34,659 2,065 
Aden . · 32,499 3,939 
Saudi Arabia . . 30,963 2,155 

during the corresponding period in 1962, which 
totaled 299,402 cases. 5uisan Tsushin, Sep
tember 21, 1963.) 

* * * * * 
EXPORTS OF CANNED TUNA 
IN OIL TO CANADA APPROVED: 

The Japanese Ministry of International 
Trade and Industry has approved the applica
tion of the Canned Tuna Packers Association 
to export chunk-style packs of canned tuna in 
oil to Canada. Heretofore, only exports of 
solid and flake-style packs were authorized 
by the Japanese Government. 

The following f.o.b. Japan export prices 
per case were established for the different 
chunk-style packs: Tuna in oil: white meat 
chunk (t lb.) 48's, $5.05; white meat chunk, 
No. i (6i-oz.) 48's, $8.65; white meat chunk, 
No.1 (13-oz.) 24 1s $7.80; white meat chunk 
(4-lb.) 6's, $9.60; light meat chunk (t-Ib.) 
48's , $4.10; light meat chunk, No. i (6i-oz.) 
48 1s, $6.90; light meat chunk, No.1 (13-oz.) 
24 1s, $6.30; and light meat chunk, 4-lb. 6 1s, 
7.35. (Suisan Keizai Shimbun, September 15, 
1963.) . 

* * * * * 
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GREEN MEAT IN TUNA EXPORTS 
CONTINUES TO BE PROBLEM: 

Claims against exports of green meat tuna 
continue to plague Japanese exporters of fro
zen tuna to the United States, according to the 
Japan Frozen Foods Inspection Corporation, 
a public corporation responsible for examin
ing the quality of frozen foods for export. A
bout 3 percent of the frozen tuna exported to 
the west coast and about 1 percent shipped to 
the east coast of the United States are re
jected by U. S. packers due to the occurrence 
of a greening condition, which happens prin
cipally in yellowfin tuna. 

Research is continuing in Japan to find 
ways of maintaining good quality tuna meat 
color. The study on the green meat cOlldi
tion is being conducted by a scientist at the 
University of Tokyo. (Minato Shimbun, Sep
tember 20 , 1963.) 

* * * * * 
LARGER VESSELS REQUESTED 
FOR SOUTH PACIFIC TUNA FISHERY: 

Japanese firms conducting fishing opera
tions from tuna bases in the South Pacific 
Ocean are seeking Government permission 
to operate 180-ton refrigerated tuna clippers , 
which have a wide range of operation. At 
pres ent, they are authorized to employ only 
fres h fish carrying-vessels under 100 gross 
tons , which have a limited operating range. 

The Japanese overseas tuna base opera
tors are experiencing increasing difficulty in 
contracting ice boats to fish for them because 
of declining catches in waters adJacent to 
their bases. Similarly, Japanese tuna moth
ership operators are faced with the same 
problem, and for that reason one company 
has decided not to dispatch a second tuna 
mothers hip fleet to the South Pacific this 
year . (Suisan Tsushin, September 26, 1963, 
and other sources.) 

* * * * * 
NEW TUNA TRANSSIDPMENT 
PORT IN EAST AFRICA PROPOSED: 

Eleven Japanese fishing companies are 
jointly seeking approval for the establish
ment of a transshipment port in East Africa, 
from which frozen tuna can be exported di
rectly to Europe and to the United States. At 
the present time, transshipments of Indian 

Ocean tuna for export to the United States are 
only permitted via Penang (Malaya) and Singa
pore. Transshipments of Indian Ocean tuna to 
Japan proper are permitted only at Durban, 
South Africa. (Suisan Tsushin, September 12, 
1963, and othe:- sources.) 

* * * * >I< 

OFFICIAL VISITS UNITED STATES 
TO DISCUSS CANNED TU A TARIFF: 

The Japanese Minister of Forestry and 
Agriculture, who was scheduled to attend the 
Japan-Canada Ministerial Economic Confer-

I ence in Canada on September 25-26, 1963, 
planned to visit the nited tates after that 
conference. Reportedly, the Minister plan
ned to dISCUSS with the U. S. Secretary of the 
Interior the U. S. tariff on canned tuna in 
brine and the present method of assessing 
duties on that product. 

It was reported that Japanese canned tuna 
packers are concerned over the low United 
States pack of canned tuna in 1963, because 
it would result in a smaller quantity of for
eign-produced canned tuna in brine that can 
be admitted into the United States in 1964 at 
the lower duty rate of 12t percent ad valorem. 
Under the present United States tariff struc
ture, ad valorem duty of 12 t perc ent is as
sessed on caI'!Iled tuna in brine imports a
mounting to 20 percent of the total United 
States domestic production for the previous 
calendar year. Imports exceeding that amount 
are dUltable at 25 percent ad valorem. Japa
nese packers are said to be seeking arrange
ments through their Government whereby 
some adjustment can be worked out for 1964 
imports only. (Suisan Keizai Shimbun, Au
gust 23, 1963.) 

* * * * * 
RESEARCH VESSEL TO STUDY 
YELLOWFIN TUNA IN EASTERN PACIFIC: 

The Japanese Government-operated re
search vessel Shoyo Maru, 602 gross tons, 
was scheduled to depart Japan on September 

A Japanese research vessel, Shovo MaN. 

-
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26, 1963, on a 175-day exploratory cruise to 
the eastern Pacific Ocean to study the geo
graphical distribution, ecology, and size dis
tribution of yellowfin tuna. At the invitation 
of the Japanese Government, scientists from 
the Inter - American Tropical Tuna Commis
sion and from the U. S. Bureau of Commer
cial . Fisheries will board the vessel for part 
of the cruise. (Suisan Keizai Shimbun, Sep
tember 12, 1963, and other sources.) 

* * * * * 
SOUTH PACIFIC TUNA CATCH POOR 
AS OF EARLY SEPTEMBER 1963: 

The two Japanese mothership tuna-fishing 
fleets , YUY( Maru (5,500 gross tons) and No
jima Maru 8,800 gross tons), operating in 
the South Pacific Ocean in the general vic in -
ity of the Fiji Islands, were reported to be 
experiencing poor fishing as of early Septem
ber 1963. The 33 catcher vessels of theYuyo 
Maru fleet were reported to be averaging 2.4 
metric tons per day as compared to 2.8 and 
3.3 metric tons in 1962 and 1961, respective
ly; the 68 catcher vessels of the Nojima Maru 
fleet were said to be averaging 2.1 metric 
tons per day compared to 2.6 and 2.8 metric 
tons in 1962 and 1961, respectively. The 
large Japanese tuna vessels fishing with port
able vessels (20 tons or less) in the same 
general area as the two mothers hip fleets 
were also reported to be doing poorly aver
aging two metric tons or less per catcher 
vessel per day. 

As a result of prevailing poor fishing con
ditions this year and evidences of a continu
ing decline in tuna availability over the last 
few years in the South Pacific, Japanese ves
sel operators are seeking more promising 
fishing grounds elsewhere in the Pacific. 
One evidence of this is the renewed interest 
shown by a large Japanese fishing company 
(operators of the Yuyo Maru fleet) in estab
lishing a tuna fishing base in Tahiti. That 
company, which normally operates two tuna 
mothership fleets per year on a rotational 
basis, has decided not to dispatch a second 
mothers hip fleet to the South Pacific later 
this year. Reportedly, that company has not 
been able to attract a sufficient number of 
small tuna vessel owners to form a second 
mothers hip fleet. (Suisan Keizai Shimbun, 
September 12; Suisan Tsushin, September 20, 
1963.) 

* * * * * 

TUNA RESOURCES OFF WEST COAST OF 
SOUTH AMERICA SURVEYED: 

The Japanese Fisheries Agency on Septem
ber 18, 1963, released a report on the results 
of the December 1962-March 1963 tuna sur
vey in the eastern Pacific Ocean by the Gov
ernment-operated research vessel Shoyo 
Maru, 602 gross tons. According to that re
port, tuna, especially big-eyed, were found in 
abundance north of the equator in the eastern 
Pacific, but were completely absent south of 
the equator to 130 S. latitude. The absence of 
tuna in the areas fished by the Shoyo Maru 
was attributed to the influence of the cold 
Peru Current. The area between 150 S. lat., 
at 950 W. long., and 300 S. lat. showed good 
fishing potential for albacore, yellowfin, and 
striped marlin, particularly between 200 -300 

S. latitudes and 1000 -1100 W. longitudes. 

The exploratory fishing conducted by the 
Shoyo Maru has shown that the eastern Pa
cific Ocean off South America holds definite 
promise as a suitable tuna fishing ground, 
particularly for land-based type operations 
employing small and medium -size tuna ves
sels. (Suisan Keizai Shimbun, September 19, 
1963. ) 

* * * * * 
TUNA MOTHERSHIP OPERATIONS OFF 
SOUTH AMERICAN WEST COAST: 

The Japanese portable-vessel-carrying 
tuna mothers hip Keiyo Maru (3,691 gross 
tons), fis hing with eight 20-ton vessels in the 
eastern Pacific, is reported to have landed, 
as of August 31, 1963, a total of 817 metric 
tons of tuna, spearfish, and shark. This a
mounts to a catch average of well over two 
metric tons per catcher boat per day. The 
mothership' s catch consists of: big-eyed, 
309.8 metric tons (37.9 percent of total catch); 
yellowfin, 157.6 metric tons (19.2 percent); 
spearfish, 140.5 metric tons (17.2 percent); 
shark and other miscellaneous species, 209.2 
metric tons (25.7 percent). 

The Keiyo Maru refueled at Balboa, Pana
rna Canal Zone, and departed that port Sep
tember 1 on the second leg of her planned 
185-day trip, which started June 5. (Hokkai 
Suisan, September 16, 1963.) 

* * * * * 
TUNA VESSEL OWNERS SET UP 
COOPERATIVE AT MALAYSIA BASE: 

The Japanese Overseas-Based Tuna Fish
ery Cooperative Association, an organization 
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of tuna ves s el owners operating out of Pe-, 
na ng, Malaysia, was inaugur ated at a me tlOg 
held in T okyo on September 2?, 1963. T he 
As sociation i s under the auspIces of th .Ta
pan Federation of Tuna Fisheries Coop ra
tive Associations . 

Objectives adopted by the Association for 
t he first year are: 

(1) Advise Association memuers on ap
plicable regulations and revisions thereof, 
extend guidance on business managem nt ancl 
on safe operation of vessels, and devel p 
measures to stabilize fish prices. Guidanc 
to be coordinated with the Japan Ii deration 
of Tuna Fishermen's Cooperative AssocIa
tion. 

(2) ProgressIvely undertake sales achvlty 
after the Association develops into a strong 
or ganization, structurally and financIally. 

(3) Extend loans to vessel owners accord
ing to vessel size as follows: (a) pre-depar
ture loans US$13,889-$22,222; and (b) loans 
for refrigeration equipment, $13,889-$16,667. 
At the end of each trip, a fixed amount will 
be deducted from the value of the trip to re
pay the loan. The loans will carry an lOt r
est charge of 9* percent. 

(4) Purchase 7,750 kiloliters (2,046,000 
gallons) of fuel per year to supply 30 fishing 
vessels based at Penang. (Suisan Tsushin, 
September 27, 1963.) 

* * * * * 

A TLANTIC TRAWL 
FISHERY DEVELOPMENTS: 

East Atlimhc: A Japanese fishmg c.ompany accepted d -
avery )f its new 2,500-t In ster'1 trawler Kurama. Jar..! 
on August 31,1963. BUilt at a total cost of approxlITiatel 
US$1.5 million, the vessel was scheduled to depart n her 
maiden voyage to the Atlanhc Ocean trawling grounjs a
round September 10. 

Specifications of the Kurama ~ are: horsepov.er 
(mam engine) - 2,750; length - 260 feet; beam - 44 feet, 
draft - 28 feet. The vessel is equipped with loran, directlOn 
finder, fish finder, and radar. 

With the addition of the Kurama Maru , the owners will 
have 8 trawlers in the 2,500-ton class operating in the At 
lantic Ocean. The first was the Amagi Maru, which was 
launched in July 1960. The other six trawlers are: Ibuki 
Maru, Unzen Maru, Hid e h i k 0 Maru, Oe Maru, Kaibun 
Maru, and Kiso Maru. In addition, the company operates 
several older trawlers under 1,000 tons gross in the Atlan
tic Ocean. (Minato Shimbun, September 12 and August 31, 
1963.) ---

The 1'1troduchon 1n Japan of m rluza (hake) ca ght by the 
Japanese tra der" In the Atlantic Ocean has ar oused con Id 
erable mterest In the Japan 5e Indu. try m vie w o f the mar 
ket potential of that specie. orne Japanese fish process ors 
are reported to be conSidering the posslblhty of usmg hake, 
instead of whale meat , tuna, and other spec ies o f fish (which 
are becoming less available and mor e e xpe nsive) as an 10 -

gredlent for fish sausag. (. Tinato hlmbun, August 30, 
1963.) ---

* * * * * 
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STERN TRAWLERS FOR 
ATLANTIC OCEAN FISHERY PLANNED: 

Three Japanese fishery companies have 
submitted applications to the Fisheries A
gency to construct stern trawlers ranging in 
size between 2, 500-3,000 gross tons for as
signment to the Atlantic Ocean. 

Six other fishing companies are planning 
on submitting applications to the Agency to 
construct large stern trawlers , also for as
signment to the Atlantic Ocean. However, 
the Fisheries Agency is expected to limit the 
number of new trawlers to a total of eight 
vessels over 1,000 gross tons for assignment 
to the Atlantic Ocean. (Suisan Tsushin, Sep
tember 26, 1963, and other sources.) 

PRODUCTION OF BERING SEA 
BOTTOMFISH FISHING FLEETS 
AS OF MID-SEPTEMBER 1963: 

Of the 19 mothers hip fleets licensed to 
operate in the Bering Sea east of 1700 E. 
long. in 1963 , all but 5 fleets have returned 
to Japan. Total production of the 19 fleets, 
as of mid-September, was reported to have 
exceeded 257,000 metric tons. The produc
tion consists of: Alaska pollock, 104,000 tons; 
flatfish, 66 ,3 00 tons; herring, 31,500 tons ; 
shrimp, 27,000 tons; rockfish, 15,000 tons ; 
and cod, 14,000 tons. 

Two of the 19 fleets engaged in fish-meal 
production. The fish-m.eal factoryship Gyo
kuei Maru (10 , 537 gross tons) produced 
15,300 metric tons of fish meal and about 

1, 500 metric tons of fish oil. The Soyo Maru 
(11 , 192 gross t ons ), which was due to leave 
the fishing grounds in late September, pro
duced as of mid-September about 6,000 metric 
tons of fish meal. 

II 

Fig. 2 - Japanese trawler No. 18 Soho Maru operating in the Ber
ing Sea as part of a mothership fleet. 

The total production of the two fish-meal 
factoryships is expected to be consumed in 
Japan. It is believed that informal agree
ments have been made to release the fish 
meal on the Japanese domestic market for 
US$178 per metric ton. (Suisan Keizai Shim-
bun, September 28, 1963.) --

* * * * * 
BERING SEA BOTTOMFISH 
OPERATIONS MAY BE REORGANIZED: 

Unprofitable operations were reported by 
five Japanese Bering Sea mothers hip fleets 
licensed to fish for bottomfish during 1963 in 
Areas A, B, and CF (east of 1700 E. longitude 
and west of 1750 W. longitude but south of the 
Navarin-Sarichef line), according to the Japa
nese periodical Suisan Keizai Shimbun, Au
gust 29, 1963. Those fishing fleets (No • ..! 
Tosui Maru, 381 gross tons; No. g Sumiyoshi 

Fig. 1 _ Trawler attached to Japanese fish meal factoryship ~- Maru, 578 gross tons; No. 15 Kotoshiro Maru, 
kuei Maru, operating in Bering Sea. 701 gross tons; No. ~BanShu Maru, 1, 7~ 
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gross tons; and Ishiyama Maru, 3,539 gross 
tons) were reported to have met, on an aver
age, only two-thirds of their respective catch 
targets. 

The five fleets, which were originally 
scheduled to return to Japan in late October 
1963, terminated their operations by Septem
ber, partly because of poor prospects for hal
ibut fishing. However, their principal reason 
for leaving the grounds so early was said to 
be the intense fishing competition they en
countered. The increased competition was 
attributed to the action taken by the Japanese 
Fisheries Agency in opening the waters be
tween 1700 E. longitude and 1750 W. longi
tude to Japan-based trawlers in 1963. About 
72 Japan-based trawlers were reported to 
have converged on the Olyutorskii fishing 
grounds this year. 

The Japanese periodical further stated 
that the Japanese Fisheries Agency was con
sidering a plan to encourage year -round fISh
ing in the Bering Sea, and to reorganize moth
ership-fleet operations in 1964. Most of the 
19 mothership bottomfish fleets operating in 
the Bering Sea in 1963 were reported to have 
lost money. This occurred in spite of a re
duction of 4 motherships and about 40 catcher 
vessels in the fleet licensed to operate in 
1963. 

A proposal to restrict the size of mother
ships in the Bering Sea bottomfish fleet to 
not less than 1,000 tons gross was being stud
ied. From the standpoint of efficiency, the 
Fisheries Agency was reported to believe 
that the employment of 2,000 to 3.000-ton 
motherships accompanied by 2 or 3 catcher 
vessels would be ideal. Motherships of that 
type could be designed so that they could also 
fish , thereby reducing operational costs ma
terially. In addition, they could operate on a 
year-round basis, rather than on a seasonal 
basis, like many of the larger mothers hips 
(5,000 to 10,000-ton class) which are pres
ently deployed in the Antarctic Ocean during 
the winter whaling season and the Bering Sea 
bottomfish fishery during the summer season. 

One reason given for the failure of thE::: 
1963 Bering Sea mothers hlP fleet operation 
was the great emphasis placed on long-line 
gear. Those fleets which primarily fished 
long-line gear were said to have lost the 
most money. The Fisheries Agency hopes 

to guide fishing companies 10 diversifyingtheir 
fishing gear, with emphasis on trawl gear, so 
that they will b in a mor f1 xible position to 
fish for differ nt speci s of fish. 

The regional (Shimonos ki) news pap r 
Minato Shimbun r port d on S pt mb r 6, 
1963, that th first phas of th Japan .se 
Government's thr e-y ar plan to gradually 
transfer trawlers from oth r d press d fish
eries to th land-based orth Pacific trawl 
fisheri s would b complet d by the end of 
1963. By then, about 40 trawl rs will have 
been p rmitt d to transfer to th north rn 
water fish ry. 

The s cond phase of th v ss 1 transfer 
program IS sch duled to b gIn in 1964, but, 
as a r sult of Incr as d comp titlon on the 
flshmg grounds betw n land -bas d tra le rs 
and moth rship fleets, th FISh rl S Agency 
is exp ct d to car fully revi w its v ssel 
transfer policy. The FIsheries Agency re
portedly thinks that furth r lransf rs should 
not be aJ.lowed. However, the Hokkaldo Pre
fecture Government is reported to be already 
planning on permitting 32 trawlers under Hok
kaido regIstry to transfer to the northern wa
ter trawl fIshery under the second phase of 
the vessel transfer program . 
Not : See Commercial Fisheries Re lew, Aprl1 1963 p. 57. 

* * * * * 
PERMIT REQUE TED FOR 
BERI G E 1< ISH-MEAL OPERATIO. T: 

On of the larg Japanese fishing compa 
mes, WhICh terminated its fish-meal opera 
tions in the eastern Bering ea in 1963, is re
ported to have applied to the Japanese Fish
eries Agency to reactivate the venture in 1964 . 
The company plans to use the fish-meal fac
toryship Renshm Maru (14,094 gross tons) for 
the operation. ---

Japanese fish-meal factOlyship Renshin Maru operating in Bering 
Sea. 
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The company has decided on reactivating 
its Bering Sea fish-meal operation as a re
sult of: (1) failure to come to agreement with 
Chile on establishing joint fish-meal opera
tions off that country; and (2) improved eco
nomic outlook for 1964, based on current fish
meal trends in Japan. (Suisan Tsushin, Sep
tember 25, 1963.) 

* * * * * 
BERING SEA HERRING 
FISHERY TRENDS, AUGUST 1963: 

Five Bering Sea mothership fleets con
sisting of the Soyo Maru, 11,192 gross tons; 
Shinyo Maru, 3,811 gross tons; Shikishima 

Shinyo Maru, mothership factoryship , operates with other fishing 
vessels. 

Maru, 10 ,144 gros s tons, Itsukus hima Maru, 
5,871 gross tons; and the Seifu Maru, 8, 269 
gross tons , were having good herring fishing 
and their total combined herring catch, as of 
August 20, 1963 , had exceeded 20 , 000 tons. 
The Japanese ex-vessel price for herring 
was reported to have dropped 10 yen per kil
ogram (US$25 per short ton) from the origi
nal price of 85 yen per kilogram ($214 per 
short ton). But even at the lower price, the 
mothers hip fleets were said to be able to 
fish for herring on a profitable basis. (Suis
an Keizai Shimbun, August 28, 1963.) 

eRIBA COMPANY TO CONTINUE 
VENEZUELAN JOINT ENTERPRISE: 

A Japanese company in Chiba Prefecture, 
which in August 1959 established a joint fish
ing company in Venezuela, is reported to 
have decided to continue participation in that 
company. The joint enterprise had been be
set with various management problems , and 
a special delegation from Chiba Prefecture , 
headed by the prefectural vice - governor, 
was dispatched to Venezuela to discuss the 

problems with Venezuelan authorities. The 
negotiation, which began on August 11, 1963, 
reportedly resulted in strengthening the man
agement authority of the Japanese and in ob
taining assurance of greater cooperation from 
the Venezuelan Government. (Nihon Suisan 
Shimbun, September 11, 1963.) 

Editor1s Note: A September 1962 press 
report indicated that the joint company was 
operating a total of seven fishing vessels in 
the Caribbean Sea. 

JAPANESE-BRAZILIAN FISHERIES 
FIRM TO EXPAND: 

The Japanese-Brazilian jointly-owned 
cold -storage and fish-processing company 
(capital about US$3 million) at Recife , Brazil, 
will be enlarged to double its present capaci
ty in 1964, according to the companyl S presi
dent. 

The joint company operates three 300-ton 
tuna vessels and two spiny lobster fishing 
vessels. Present base facilities of this com
pany include a 500-ton capacity cold-storage 
plant, 15 -ton ice machine, 10 -ton freezing 
plant , and a packing plant. (Minato Shimbun, 
September 22, 1963.) 

* * * * * 
FISHERIES AGENCY INCREASES 
BUDGET FOR FY 1964: 

The Japanese Fisheries Agency is request
ing a budget of US$61 million for fiscal year 
1964 (April 1964-March 1965). This repre
sents an increase of $13.6 million, or 29per
cent, over the FY 1963 budget request of 
$47.4 million. 

Under a new program titled" Promotion 
of Fisheries Products Consumption," the Fish
eries Agency is requesting $117 , 400. That 
appropriation would be used to assist frozen 
fish-marketing campaigns in Japan and to sub
sidize the installation of refrigeration facili
ties for holding fish at 40 agricultural coop
eratives in 4 prefectures. 

To assist the saury industry, the Fisheries 
Agency is requesting $138 ,900 for the pur
pose of stabilizing saury prices. 

For the purpose of maximizing the utiliza
tion of fisheries resources and promoting 
fishing efficiency, the Fisheries Agency plans 
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to expand the existing fishing condition fore
casts . The for ecasts are presently the re
sponsibility of th e Tohoku Regional Fisheries 
R e s earc h Laboratory. The Tohoku La bora
tory publishes, at regular int ervals , fi s hing 
charts s howing oceanic c onditions (tem per a
ture isotherms, currents, et c.) and fishing 
r esults, including landings and prices, on the 
s kipjack, albacore, and saury fisheries. Un
der the FY 1964 budget proposal, the pro
gram would be expanded on a national basis 
to cover the Pacific Ocean mackerel fishery 
off northern Japan, the Japan Sea mackerel 
and sardine fisheries, and the East China 
Sea mackerel fishery. 

For existing programs, the Agency is re
questing large increases in appropriations 
for biological research related to interna
tional fisheries as well as for the guidance 
supervision, and control of the northern wa
ter (North Pacific, Okhotsk Sea, and Bering 
Sea) fisheries and other distant-water fish
eries. Budget submissions for those pro
grams total $1.8 million, an increase of $0.6 
million (50 percent) over the current year's 
allotment. (Nihon Suisan Shimbun, Septem
ber 9, 1963, and other sources.) 

* * * * * 
FROZEN CUTTLEFISH 
EXPORTS TO PORTUGAL: 

Two Japanese exporting firms are re
ported to have concluded agreements to ex
port to Portugal a total of 2,000 metric tons 
of frozen cuttlefish at prices ranging from 
US$ 142 to $154 per metric ton (believed to 
be f.o.b. prices). Reportedly, export prices 
this year are down over 20 percent from last 
year, and the decline is attributed to stiffer 
competition between exporters. The highest 
price paid in 1962 was $230 a ton for 470 
tons of cuttlefish. Exports that year totaled 
2,770 tons. 

The frozen cuttlefish contracted for ex
port were to be shipped from the port of 
Kushiro, Hokkaido, in October 1963 for de
livery to Lisbon. According to Japanese ex
porters, there is a likelihood that Portugal 
may purchase an additional 500 to 600 t ons 
of frozen cuttlefish this year. (Nihon Keiza i 
Shimbun, August 25, 1963.) 

* * * * * 

MODIFIED UNITED STATES PURSE-SEINE 
GEAR SUCCESSFUL IN SKIPJACK 
TUNA FISHERY: 

The Japanese skipjack tuna industry has 
b een experimenting since 1962 with one - boat 
purse - seine gear , employing a power block. 
It involves a United States -type purse seine 
which has b een modified for local fishing con
dit ions. The skip jack vessel s fishing with the 
modified purse seines and power blocks have 
been able to outfish other skip jack vessels 
equipped with conventional pole -and -line gear . 
Views are now being expressed among Japa 
nese skipjack vessel ope rators that this de 
velopment may start a t rend toward replacing 
pole-and-line gear with one boat purse-seine 
nets. (Suisan Keizai Shimbun , September 20, 
1963.) 

* * * * * 
SEA WATER TO F RE SH WATER 
CONVERSION APP ARA T US 
SUCCESSFUL ON T UNA VESSEL: 

A device which produces fr es h water from 
sea water was reported to hav e b een success
fully installed in a Japanese tu na vessel op 
erating out of Yaizu, Japan. The converter 
contains an evaporator whic h vaporizes the 
sea water used in cooling t he s hip ' s engine . 
The vaporized sea water is then cool ed by 
means of a vacuum, producing distilled water . 
The converter can produce 1 ton of fresh wa
ter from 5 tons of sea water a nd supply an 
average of 1 to 2 tons of fr e s h water per day. 

The advantages of the converter were cited 
as follows: (1) produces fr e s h water of good 
quality, (2) converter is light and compact, 
(3) no fuel expense is required since the heat 
of coolant water is utilized , (4) manufactures 
fresh water even while vess el is in operation, 
and (5) low in cost and saf e i n operation. 
(Minato Shimbun, Augus t 30, 1963.) 

* * * * * 
TANKER TO REFUEL 
FISHING VESSELS A T SEA: 

The Japan National Federation of Tuna 
Fishermen' s Cooperative Associations i s 
sending the 1,500-ton tanker Shimmei Maru 
to the centra l and eastern Pacific Oc ea n tuna 
fishing grounds on a trial basis to serve as a 
"mobile fuel depot" for refueling tuna-fishing 
v es sels at s e a. The tanker will rende zvouS 
at predetermined locations on the high seas 
with tuna vessels and refuel thos e v essels at 
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sea. Approximately 90 Japanese tuna vessels , Treaty, agreed to definitely press for removal 
are expected to participate in the first ship- of the abstention principle at the Treaty re-
to-ship high seas fueling experiment. I negotiation scheduled to begin on September 

16 at Tokyo, and unanimously expressed sup
port of the Prime Minister's decision to seek 
conclusion of a new fisheries treaty. As to 
whether Japan will serve notice of her inten
tion to terminate the present Treaty in the 
event negotiations should fail, the conferees 
agreed that Japan's notification of intention is 
not an end but a means for concluding a new 
treaty. 

The cost of fuel oil to the tuna vessels par
ticipating in the trial will be about 20,000 yen 
per kiloliter (US$0.21 per gal.). Ordinarily 
the vessels would refuel at Hawaii or at Ta
hiti. Fuel cost at those localities is over 
15,000 yen per kiloliter ($0.16 per gal.). 
Added to that cost is the rather high port 
entry and docking fees, so actual total cost 
of fuel purchased at those ports amounts to 
over $0.21 per gallon. 

The loss in fishing time and other costs to 
a 400-ton tuna vessel, which spends 10 days 
for refueling purposes, is said to amount to 
about 4 million yen ($11,000). By refueling 
at sea on the fishing grounds, that cost would 
be eliminated, thereby greatly increasing 
vessel operating effiCiency. 

The Shimmei Maru was scheduled to de
part Yokohama on October 10, 1963, and will 
first call at Honolulu before proceeding south
eastward to a point located at approximately 
30 S. latitude, 1400 W. longitude where the 
initial rendezvous will be made with tuna ves
sels fishing in that general locality. The 
tanker will then proceed on an easterly 
course to 1200 W. long.; then south along 
1200 W. long. to 100 S. lat.; then northeast 
to 50 S. lat. , 1000 W. long. , before running 
to Balboa (Panama Canal Zone) for fuel a
round December 3, 1963. 

On the return journey to Japan, the Shim
mei Maru will head for a point at approxi
mately 150 S. lat., 950 W. long., and then 
proceed on a straight course to approximate
ly 50 S. lat. , 1500 W. long. 

Throughout the trip radio contact will be 
maintained with the 90 tuna vessels partici
pating in the high seas fueling experiment. 
At predetermined points along 'the route 
traveled by the tanker , those vessels will 
rendezvous with the tanker to receive fuel. 
(Suisan Keizai Shimbun, September 22, 1963.) 

* * * * * 
GOVERNMENT LEADERS PRESS FOR 
REVISION OF NORTH PACIFIC 
TRIPARTITE TREATY: 

Government leaders, at a meeting held on 
September 12 , 1963, for the purpose of de-

Japan expects the United States to firmly 
insist on the continuance of the abstention 
principle. However, information received by 
the Japanese Government on September 12 
indicated that the United States was willing 
to consider replacinp the wording" voluntary 
abstention principle' in the text of the pres
ent Treaty with such other words as "res
traint or conservation," provided the effect 
remained the same. In commenting on this 
development, the Fisheries Agency Director 
and the Production Division Chief are quoted 
as saying that Japan cannot accept this com
promise unless the rewording brings about a 
change in the basic character of the absten
tion principle, but the fact that the United 
States has shown her readiness to consider 
this change is being carefully evaluated by 
Japan. 

Japanese Government authorities are em
phasizing the fact that a new fisheries treaty 
concluded along the line proposed by Japan at 
the June 1963 Washington conference will not 
result in what President Kennedy states as ir
reparable losses to fishery resources of the 
Pacific Ocean, and are claiming that the Jap
anese proposal is the most rational, equitable 
approach to resource conservation. The 
Japanese Government on September 12 in
formally announced the makeup of the Japa
nese Government delegation scheduled to take 
part in the Treaty renegotiation slated to con
vene in Tokyo from September 16. (Suisan 
Keizai Shimbun, September 13 , 1963.) 

* * * * * 
PROGRAM FOR TRANSFER OF 
COAST AL VESSELS TO NOR THERN 
TRAWL FISHERIES UNDER STUDY: 

The Japanese Fisheries Agency is report
ed to be planning to discontinue in 1964, the 
program it initiated in January 1961 of trans
ferring vessels engaged in the coastal trawl 
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fishery to the northern water trawl fishery. 
Purpose of the program was to solve the con
flict over domestic fishing grounds between 
non-trawl coastal fishermen and coastal trawl 
fishermen and to stabilize management of the 
coastal trawl fishery. 

The vessel transfer program was to be 
carried out in two phases. The first phase, 
which began on January 1, 1961, is scheduled 
to end March 31, 1964, after three years. By 
that deadline, a total of 150 trawlers are to 
be taken out of the coastal trawl fishery and 
transferred to the distant northern water 
trawl fishery. 

Area of operation assigned to the trans
ferred trawlers in 1961 was the waters north 
of 480 N. lat. between long. 1480 E. and 1700 

E. In 1963, the area was extended easterly 
by 150 to 1750 W. long. 

The second phase of the program, to begin 
after April 1964, is to be carried out pending 
a full review of the progress and effect of the 
three-year program. 

During the first phase, a total of 150 tra wI
ers from five northern prefectures - - Hokkai
do , Aomori, Miyagi, Iwate, and Fukushima-
are scheduled to be transferred to the north
ern water trawl fishery. Hokkaido's vessel 
quota is 80 trawlers, Aomori and Miyagi 30 
each, and Iwate and Fukushima a combined 
total of 10. However, as of June 20, 1963, 
only 99 vessels were transferred or approved 
for transfer. They ranged in size primarily 
between 70 to 300 tons gross. 

The 150 vessels to be transferred have 
been divided into two categories, called 
"sengyosen" (a vessel exclusively engaged 
in only one fishery) and" kengyosen" (a ves
sel engaged in more than one fishery). Of 
the 150 vessels, 100 have been designated as 
"sengyosen." They will be taken out com
pletely from the coastal trawl fishery and 
be licensed to only engage in the land -based 
northern water trawl fishery. The 50 vessels 
designated as "kengyosen" are to be taken 
out from the coastal trawl fishery for no less 
than 6 months and be licensed to operate for 
6 months in the northern water trawl fishery 
All vessels transferred can be replaced with 
newer and larger vessels, within certain lim
itations. 

Available data in 1961 on the bottomfish re
sources off Kamchatka Perunsula indicated 
that commercial fishing operations were fea
sible. However, Hokkaido vessel owners, who 
have access to rather abundant resources 
close by, without having to travel 700-800 
miles to the trawling grounds off lower Kam
chatka' and who did not wish to convert or reo 
place their vessels at great cost to them
selves, showed little enthusiasm for th pro
gram for a long while. As of June 20 , 1963, 
a total of only 27 vessels under Hokkaido reg
istry had taken advantage of the program. 

On the other hand, as of that same date the 
four prefectures in northern Honshu (main 
Japanese island) had more than filled their 
quota , with a total of 72 vessels being trans
ferred or approved for transfer. Fishermen 
in those prefectures were willing to make the 
transfer since they lacked good trawling 
grounds off their prefectures. 

Main grounds fished by the Japan-based 
trawl fleet in the 1 orth Pacific are off the 
southern tip of Kamchatka Peninsula near 
Paramushiro Island and in the Okhotsk Sea 
near the southwestern tip of the Kamchatka 
Peninsula. Operations in those areas have 
been found to be most efficient for the small
er trawlers under 200 tons gross but have 
appeared to have proven a hardship for the 
larger vessels. Thus, in 1963 the Fisheries 
Agency expanded the fis hing 8rounds to in
clude the waters west of 175 W. long. 

This expansion of the fishing grounds, 
which opened the grounds between Cape a
varin and Cape Olyutorskii to the Japan-based 
trawlers, resulted in improving the economic 
outlook of those vessels. Reportedly , large 
numbers of the transferred vessels began 
fishing the Cape .l. avarin -Cape Olyutorskii 
region in 1963, and they did quite well. As a 
result, Hokkaido vessel owners, who hereto
fore were reluctant to transfer to the north
ern water trawl fishery, are now reported to 
be willing to consider making the change. 
They are expected to request an extension of 
the program since Hokkaido will not be able 
to meet its quota (80 vessels) by the end of 
March 1964. 

On the other hand, the mothership-type 
bottom fishing fleets are reported to have 
suffered as a consequence of having to com
pete with the Japan-based trawlers on the 
same grounds in 1963. Some of the large 



November 1963 COMMERCIAL FISHERIES REVIEW 75 

Japan (Contd.): 

companies operating mothers hip fleets in the 
Navarin -Olyutorskii region claim they had to 
recall their fleets earlier this year due to the 
intense competition on the fishing grounds, 
and to resultant dwindling catches. They are 
now asking that their area of operations in the 
Bering Sea be further expanded eastwards. 
Because of this development, Le., intense 
competition on the Bering Sea fishing grounds, 
the Fisheries Agency is said to be not now 
planning on licensing the transfer of addition
al coastal trawlers to the northern waters 
after April 1964. 

The Agency is also reported to feel that 
in the Bering Sea the employment of large 
mothers hips are not economically practical 
and favors the employment of large 2 - to 
3,000-ton trawlers fishing with 2 or 3 small
er trawlers. The large trawler, in addition 
to fishing herself, would serve as a mother
ship to the smaller trawlers. In this connec
tion, one Japanese fishing company is plan
ning to divert to the Atlantic Ocean its two 
1, 500-ton trawlers presently assigned to the 
Bering Sea and the North Pacific Ocean and 
replace them with two 3,500-ton trawlers, 
each fishing with 2 or 3 smaller trawlers. 
(Suisan Shuho, August 1963; 1962 Japan Year
book of Fisheries, and mis cellaneous news
paper reports .) 

***** 
NORTH PACIFIC WHALE 
CA TCH QUOTA INCREASED: 

The Japanese Fishery Agency recently 
notified a Japanese fishing firm that the A
gency will grant an increase of its current 
North Pacific baleen whale catch quota by 60-
blue-whale units (from the presently allo
cated quota of 227 to 287 units) in order to 
compensate that firm for losses incurred by 
suspension of a joint venture with another 
firm to fish for king crab south of the Alaska 
Peninsula. Distribution of the profits from 
additional whales caught will be divided be
tween those two firms. Two other Japanese 
whaling fleets (Kinju Maru and Nitto Maru), 
currently operating in the North Pacific, 
were not granted increases for their baleen 
whale catch quotas. 

In connection with the increased quota for 
the North Pacific, it is reported that Japa
nese fisheries circles are critical of the Gov
ernment l s policy for high -seas fishing, saying 

that it lacks consistency and tends to be II safe
ty first}1 

Officials of the firms owning the two whal
ing fleets are not raising the issue because 
their catch quotas have not been increased, 
but they have expressed dissatisfaction that 
(l) equality of the three companies is the rule 
for North Pacific whaling and it is unreason
able to treat crab fishing in the same light 
with whaling, and (2) despite the fact that 
North Pacific whaling is being operated au
tonomously on the basis of the Japanese Gov
ernment I s own judgment, earlier requests for 
an increase in the quota were denied on the 
grounds of preserving the whaling resources. 
(Fisheries Attache, United States Embassy, 
Tokyo, August 8, 1963.) 

Morocco 

EXPOR TS OF FROZEN 
SARDINES TO FRANCE RESUMED: 

According to Moroccan press reports, ex
ports of frozen sardines to France were 
scheduled to begin late in September 1963. 
These exports were stopped early in July 
after French dockers refused to unload Mo
roccan sardines because of local lsurpluses. 
According to the original agreement between 
the French and Moroccan Governments, ex
ports of sardines would stop between July 15 
and September 15. (United States Embassy, 
Rabat, September 20, 1963.) 

New Zealand 

IMPOR TS OF CANNED SALMON 
FROM U.S.S.R. INCREASED: 

During the latter part of September 1963, the New Zea
land press published claims of some importers of salmon 
that the Soviet Union was granted a substantial import li
c ense for cars, cameras, matches, and canned fish for the 

Value of New Zealand Imports of Canned Fish, 1960-1 961 , 
and July 1, 1962-June 30, 1963 

July1,1962- Calendar years 
Species June 30,1963 196 1961 1960 

Salmon •.. 
Other fish. 

Total ..• 

N Zt US$ N Zt US$ NZt US$ N zt US$ 
1,000 1,000 000 1.000 1.000 1.000 1 000 1.000 

343 960 208 582 751 2,103 492 1,378 
633 1,772 370 1,036 899 2,507 1,457 4,080 

976 2,732 578 1,6181,650 4,610 1,949 5,458 
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licensing year, July 1, 1963, to June 30, 1964. It is alleged 
that this licensing arrangement is a part of the agreement 
reached with the Soviets coincident with the negotiation of 
the recently signed most-favored- nation treaty. 

A comment attributed by the press to the Minister of Cus 
toms that import licenses for canned fish are 125 percent 
of the 1962/63 allocation requires explanation. Although the 
1963/64 Licensing Schedule authorizes 125 percent of 1962 
licenses, the immediately preceding 1 962/63 Licensing 
Schedule authorizes 33-1/3 percent of 1960 licenses (calen
dar year). Thus, the effective license authorization for 
1963/64 appears to be about 43 percent of 1960 which tends 
to substantiate importers' claims that there has been a great 
shortage of salmon on the New Zealand market. (United States 
Embassy Welington, September 20, 1963.) 

Nicaragua 

W 
'8 

SHRIMP FISHERY TRENDS, 
SECOND QUARTER 1963: 

A large United States fishery company is 
negotiating for the purchase of the assets of 
a shrimp-processing firm in Bluefields which 
was taken over recently by the National Bank 
in Nicaragua. If cons ummated, the arrange
ment would entail an initia l capitalization of 
US$400,000. 

A new shrimp-processing plant in Puerto 
Somoza was due to begin operating about mid
July this year. The new shrimp-processing 
plant will export to the United States. (United 
States Embassy, Managua, September 12, 
1963.) 

Norway 

FISHING AND WHALING TRENDS, 
SECOND QUARTER 1963: 

A committee named by the Norwe gian 
Ministry of Fisheries to make recommenda
tions for an investment progra m for the fi s h 
ing fleet in the period 1963 -65, s ubmitted its 
report during the second quarter of 1963. 
The main theme of the propos ed progra m i s 
to promote investment in larger and mor e 
modern fishing vessels. The report called 
for the scrapping of 1,000 fis hing vessels an
nually for the next three years a nd recom
mends that Government lending t hro-qgh t he 
State Fisheries Bank and the District1s De
velopment Fund be directed largely to the 
finanCing of larger fishing vessel s. 

Pronouncements concerning Norway1 s fu
ture as a major pelagic whaling nation were 
p e ssimistic during the quarter when it was an
nounced that Norway1s most modern factory
ship Thorsh6vdi was up for sale to the Japa
nese . Further concern was caused by the 
sale to Japan of the British factoryship South
ern Harvester with its whale quota of 5 per
c ent or 500 blue whale units. This not only 
meant the end of British pelagic whaling but 
a l s o the end of T6nsberg1 s participation inas 
much as the Southern Harvester 1s crew and 
most supplies and equipment have been furn
ished b y this Norwegian city . Concerned for 
the future of the 480 whalers who would be 
out of work and over the loss in foreign ex
change i nvolved, the Government refused to 
permit t he sale of the Thorsh6vdi. 

Norwegian whaling circles b lame Norway 1,3 
poor whaling res ults in the past s everal y ears 
on the decimation of t he whale population due 
to overly la rge global quotas. At t h e 1963 In
ternational Whaling Comm i s s ion talks in Lon
don, the Norwegian delegates pressed for a 
drastic reducti on in the global quota and an 
inspection system. The agreed reduction 
from the 1962/63 quota of 15 , 000 blue whal e 
units to 10,000 units in the 1963 / 64 season 
was far from Norway 1s 'wishfora4, 000-5 , OOO 
global quota , and the agreement on an inter
national inspection s y stem, the complete con
servation of the humpback whale , and the par
tial conservation of the blue whale , failed to 
alleviate Norwe gian fears that the faster and 
more modern catcher boats of the Japanese 
and the Rus sians will contribute further to 
the decimation of the whale population. 

As of t he end of the second quarter of 1963, 
the following Norwegian vessels were due <to 
par t icipate i n the 11963/64 whaling season: 
t he T horsh¢'vdi with 7 catcher and 2 buoy 
b oats ; the Thorshavet and the Kosmos, both 
with the same number of supporting boats as 
t he Thorsh¢vdi; and Sir James Clark Ross 
with 5 cat chers and 2 buoy boats. This a
mounts t o an increase of one catcher over 
t he pr evious year1s number. Norway1s 
1 963/64 whale quota is 2, 800 blue whaleunits. 
(Unit ed States Embassy, Oslo, September 5, 
196 3 . ) 

* * * * * 
NEW " POCKET'1 FACTORY 
STERN-TRAWLER: 

A Norwegian shipyard delivered the 123-
foot ster n-trawler R¢nstad to its owner-skip-
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per about the end of this past summer. In 
general lines, the new vessel resembles th 
205-foot stern trawler frsingva, and is already 
becoming known as the pocket" fa c tor y 
trawler. The wheelhouse follows the Norw -
gian preference for being well forward , the 
engine room being aft, and the fishroom mid
ships, with the processing deck above it. The 
23-man crew is accommodated forward. 

The Rimstad, carries fish heading, fillet
ing, and skinning machines. The daily output 
of fish fillets on the vessel is estimated at 6 
metric tons. The vessel is equipped with a 
plate freezer having a capacity of 6 -8 tons 
per day. A total of 120 tons of fillets can be 
stored in the refrigerated hold at -25 0 C. 
(-13 0 F.). 

The vessel's trawl winch, which is housed 
under cover at the fore end of the trawl deck, 
is in two parts , of split-winch type. Each 
main drum has an auxiliary drum for the gil
son wires, the trawl bridles being hauled in 
on the main drums as in side-trawler prac
tice. The winches are controlled from an 
operating position forward on the trawl deck, 
from which both main and gilson drums can 
be controlled. Trawl warp meters indicate 
the amount of wire paid out from each drum. 
Hydraulic pressure for the winch is obtained 
from a two-stage pump driven from the fore 
end of the main engine through a hydraulic 
clutch , the latter being controlled from the 
deck. 

The trawl doors of the Rpnstad are hauled 
up to a lower position on the transom than 
usual and locked in position by a special de-

·ce. They can then be reached easily from 
t he deck above. The dan leno bobbins are 

auled up to the winch, the ground rope bob
ins being then hauled on by an electric cap
tan , which is also used to empty the cod end 

when it has been lifted on board by th gilson. 

Th trawl gear is handled by 3 men- -2 on 
eck and 1 in th op rating position. Fish 

pass through a hydraulically-operated hatch 
to the processing deck below. Also hydraul
ically operated is th safety gate on the after 

amp, which, in its stow d position, is flush 
with the ramp surfac . 

A load -s nsing devic has b en incorpor
d into the all ws blocks, which will r -

ct to a udd n incr ase in warp tension 

The reported price of th • R nstad w 2.3 
million kroner (US. 322,000), although It i not 
clear whether this includ 5 til naVl atlOn 1 
and fish-finding equipm nt. (World lshin 
September 1963,) 

Peru 

FISH-MEAL INDUSTRY OBTAI 'S 
LOAN TO CONSOLIDATE D !JUT: 

In recent months, Peru' gr at fl 
industry has passed through a Crlti 

tion due to; (1) an off season In th 
fishery; (2) unsold stock of fish m_ 1 (3) 
limited bank credits; and (4) h ht fm n""1 1 
situation due to heavy deb sand 1 ck 0 work
ing capital on the part of a larg ma)ont f 
the plants. Investm nt in th lndustry h 
been estimated at $190 mll11on, f which 
million represent inv st d cap1tal, th r -
mainder. credits fr m banks for 1 

mestic suppliers, and fmancln or 

ompared 'Wl h a to 
n s of 153 mllhon a 
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is considered a small sum. However, it rep-
resents a start, and if the industry will use nd 
the available financing to payoff debts and to t J a n 
consolidate, and not continue increasing pro
duction capacity, the promising future pre
dicted for the industry can be realized. (Unit
ed States Embassy, Lima, September 26, 
1963.) 

Philippines 

MARKET FOR UNITED STATES 
CANNED SARDINES: 

Canned sardines are consld red a staple Item 10 th 
Philippines, and the malOtenance of an adequate supply at 
reasonable prices is of such political Importance that the 
Government has reduced tanffs from 15 perc nt ad val
orem to 8 percent ad valorem (January 21 1962). and It 
subsidizes about 40 percent of th Imports 

The Government subsidizahon of Imports I impl m nt
ed by the National Markehng Corporation ( A 1ARC ) 
which offers periodic tenders. AMARCO goods r im
ported tax-free and are sold through the A MARCO sy -
tern of selected Filipino retailers. About 60 p rcent of s r
dine imports, however, are handled through normal com
mercial channels. Total Imports amount d to $13.7 null10n 
in 1961 and $6.6 million 10 1962; thus commercial imports 
amounted to over $8 million and almo t $4 million in 1961 
and 1962 respectively. 

A good opportunity for Umted States sardine packers IS 
presented by the Government's deCISion to Implement th 
boycott on trade with South Afnca proposed by the United 
Nations General Assembly in ovember 1962. SlOc.e 1961 
virtually all imports of sardlOes have been supplied by South 
Africa (more than $5 mtllion 10 1962), but With this maJor 
competitor ruled out, the door IS thro n open to other sup
pliers. Unless the current NAl\lARCO requirements (500.000 
cases) can be met by United States or other suppliers, how
ever, it is likely that the Government will waive the boycott 
as regards sardines. It has already been under strong pr s
sure to do so. 

The most popular sardine pack IS that packed 10 tomato 
sauce. Natural sauce and spiced olive oil also have fairly 
significant appeal. However, cottonseed oLI or soybean Oil 
packs are not particularly favored 10 thiS market. The best
selling cans are 15-ounce ovals and 5-ounce talls ("Jitneys"). 
Flats are not considered salable 10 the mass market. 

The Filipino consumer IS extremely brand-conscIOus and 
often I'eluctant to try unfamtliar brands. On the other hand, 
he has a "built-in" preference for United States brands. 
United States packers interested in reestabliShing a posltlon 
in this market should senously consider promotional cam
paigns designed to establish the image of United States sar
dines in general, as well as of their own brands. 

Winning bids (c.&f. prices) for NAMARCO tenders on 
June 17, 1963, were as follows: South African canned sardines 
in tomato sauce: 48/15-oz., ovals, $7.60 a case; 48/15-oz., 
talls, $6.15 a case; 48/8-oz., $4.25 a case; and 100/5-oz., 
$6.75 a case. Quotations (c.&f.) for Japanese canned sardines 
packed in tomato sauce were: 48/15-oz., talis, $5.00 a case; 
24/15-oz., ovals, $3.85 a case; and 100/5-oz., tails, $5.65 a 
case. (United States Embassy, Manila, September 20,1963.) 
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South A.rica Republic 

PILCHARD- 1. ASB KER FI HERY, 
JA T ARY-JU E 963: 

The catch of the pilchard -maasbanker fi s 
ery off the Cape west coa t of the outh Afrie 
Republic in the fir-t 6 months of 1963 vas 
377,217 ::,hort tons pilchard, 12,782 tons 
maasbanker, and 14,634 tons mackerel --a to 
tal of 404,633 tons. By the end of June last 
year 400,394 tons pilchards, 63,263 tons maa . 
banker, and 19,321 tons mackerel had b een 
caught--a total of 492,928 tons . At the end 
of June 1961, the total catch was 474,0 72 tons 
and for the same period in 1960, the total 
catch was 336,869 tons . 

According to figures released by t he DI
vision of Sea Fisheries, the June 1963 catch 
was 77,966 tons pilchards, 322 t ons maas-

-
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banker, and no mackerel. This compares 
with 13,615 tons pilchards, 10,585 tons maas
banker, and 34 tons mackerel in June last 
year; and with 43,181 tons pilchards, 11,439 
tons maasbanker, and 10 tons mackerel in 
June 1961. 

The June 1963 catch yielded 18,014 short 
tons fish meal, 884,871 imperial gallons fish 
body oil, 4,605,080 pounds canned pilchards, 
and 214,968 pounds canned maasbanker. (The 
South Mrican Shipping News and Fishing In
dustry Review, August 1963.) 

* * * * * 
ANOTHER VESSEL CONVERTED 
FOR TUNA FISHE RY: 

A new offshore tuna fishing venture off the 
west coast of South Mrica is to be made by a 
Cape Town company. The company has bought 
the refrigerated vessel Marinette (285 gross 
tons) which was previously used for food ship
ments to West Mrican ports. 

Modifications are to be made to the deck 
and the refrigerating system, and the Mari
nette will be equipped for long-line and pole 
fishing. The Marinette, which was built in 
1955, is 108 feet long, has a 23-foot beam, 
and is powered by a 6 cylinder Diesel engine. 
She will be able to carry at least 120 tons of 
refrigerated tuna to port. 

A company official in Cape Town said: 
"Of course, the project at this stage is pure 
ly exploratory, but we feel that it has great 
possibilities. Later we may get 1 or 2 more 
ships. The Marinette will be fully equipped 
to stay out for at least 40 days without re
fueling." (The South Mrican Shipping News 
and Fishing Industry Review, August 1963. ) 

* * * * * 
NEW LARGE PLASTIC-GLASS 
FISHING VESSEL: 

What may be the world's largest glass 
fiber and plastic fishing vessel should by now 
have been completed, according to a repor t 
~n The South African Shipping News and Fish
!,!!g Industry Review. The design plans called 
for a vessel 67f feet in length with a beam of 
21 feet, powered by a Diesel engine of 220 hp. 
at 1,800 r.p.m., driving a 52-inch propeller 
through a 4i : 1 reduction gear. 

Construction was done in a shipy a rd in 
Cape Town, South Mrica, which had previously 
built smaller reSin-glass vessels . The hull 
of the new vessel was built by a met hod known 
as "sandwich" construction. (A layer of foam
ed plastic is "sandwiched" between lay-ups of 
glass fiber and resin.) P lans c a lled for a final 
hull thickness of 1 i inches whic h would con
tain 40 ,000 square yards of glass mat or cloth. 
Unlike normal reSin-glass lay -ups, the" sand
wich" method does not require a highly pol 
ished rigid female mould . (World Fishing, 
September 1963.) 

•
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South-West Africa 

FISHERIES TRENDS, AUGUST 1963: 
South - West Mrica' s tanker Anella (about 

5, 500 tons ) loaded all the ava ilable fish oil at 
Walvis Bay during the last week of June 1963. 
The entire shipment wa s dest ined for the Unit
ed Kingdom. 

The Anella was due back at Walvis Bay in 
November for anot her cargo of fish oil stock 
for the United Kingdom. 

During t he firs t ha lf of July the quality of 
the fis h, whicli. has been the poorest for many 
year s , impr oved and the oil yield rose to 11 
t o 12 gallons a ton of fi s h. The six factories 
wer e still curtailing canning operations in the 
hop e that the quality of the fish would improve 
during August and September. 

The first of two more fish oil bulk storage 
tanks a t Walvis Bay was completed during the 
m iddle of July. The tanks will have a capacity 
of about 2,000 tons each. (The South African 
Shipping News and Fishing 1iidu~Review, 
August 19'"63:J 

* * * * * 
TWO NE W LICENSES GRANTED FOR 
FISH-REDUCTION PLANTS: 

The Executive Committee of the South
West Mrica Administration announced on Au
gust 24, 1963, that it ha d granted two new li
censes for fi s h-reduction plants. One of the 
new p la nt s will b e located at Walvis Bay and 
the other at Luderitz. Each plant will have a 
quota of 90, 000 t ons of pilchards for reduction 
into fish m eal and oil, a nd each is allotted a 
concession for 25 y ears . The license for 
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South-West Africa (Contd.) : 

Luderitz includes an additional xport quota 
of 500,000 pounds of spiny lobst'rs. Th 
plants will have to b in op ration by 1865. 
(United States Embassy, PI' toria, pt. 5, 
1963.) 

Taiwan 

FISHERIES TREl DS, 
JANUARY-J E 1863: 

Taiwan's fisheries production dunn th 
first half of 1963 was stimat d at 169,7 6 
metric tons, about 3 perc nt abov th t In 

the same period of 1962. Th incr as w uld 
have been larger, except f I' a 22-p rc nt d -
cline in the yield from pond fish cultur 01-
lowing frost and drought damag . 

Shrimp exports during th first half of 
1963 , are estimated to be about do ubI e h 
1962 total exports. lost of th se xport 
have been going to Japan. 

In connection, with the dev lopm nt of 
long-line tuna fleet, the authoritles at Kaoh
slUng Harbor are pressing plans to construct 
a new fishing harbor. Government officlal 
have , however, revised plans for the harbor, 
reducing the estimated cost from TT 89 mIl
lion (US$2.2 million) to below T 60 mIlllon 
("(;S$1.5 million). 

In April the Land Bank (JCRR) and th 
Provincial Fishermen's Association agre d 
in principle to establish an T 30 million 
(US$750,000) interest-free revolving loan 
fund to help rehabilitate debt ridden fish
men's associations. 

During the 2nd quarter of 1963, the China 
(Taiwan) Fisheries Corporation continued 
technical cooperation agreement negotiations 
with several foreign fishing corporations, 
Including those of Malagasy, the Philippines, 
and Thailand, in an effort to expand Taiwan's 
deep-sea fishery operations and provide out 
l ets for the catch. (United States Embassy, 
Taipei, August 5, 1963.) 

.-

IUnited Kingdom 

po 
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Th berdeen area offIcer of he Vhite 
FISh Authori , aid they now realized f sh 
was the best source of pro ein concentrate 
in the world . It as "the practical solution 
to the fear of hunger 'n und rdeveloped COUl 

tries." 

Cod, whiting, and haddock ar the only fis 
used in the milling process at present. (Fis 
Trades Gazette. August 17, 1963.) 

* * * * * 
LOANS 1\. -D GRAl TS FOR FI HING 
VESSELS AS OF J 1 E 30. 1963: 

British White Fish Authority figures r e 
leased in August 1963 reveal that up to July, 
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358 grants have been approved this year for 
new near- and middle-water trawlers. 

Twenty-six grants have been approved for 
conversion of near- and middle-water trawl
ers to oil fired, steam or Diesel propulsion and 
grants for new vessels and new engines for 
the inshore industry number 882 and 546, 
respectively. 

Of grants for new trawlers, Aberdeen re
ceived 102, Grimsby 83, Lowestoft 75, Fleet
wood 48, Granton 22, Milford Haven 13, North 
Shields 12, Hartlepool 2,_ and Hull 1. For 
conversions, Lowestoft got 5, Milford Haven 
13, and Aberdeen 8. 

Grants to the inshore industry were split 
406 for new vessels and 336 for new engines 
to England; 16 for vessels and 30 for engines 
to Wales; and 460 for vessels and 180 for en
gines to Scotland. 

Since the program started, grants worth 
L1?,588,809 (US$35.2 million), have been ap
preved. Total value of loans approved is 
L31,157 , 657 (US$87.2 million). (The Fishing 
News, August 30, 1963.) 

* * * * * 
NEW TRAWLER ORDERED 
FROM POLAND: 

A new conventional side-fishing deep
water trawler has been ordered by one of 
the large fishing companies in Grimsby, 
England, from a shipyard in Gdynia, Poland. 

The new vessel, which is due to be de
livered in February, 1965, will be the first 
Grimsby trawler to be built in Poland. 

The trawler will be 184 feet 3i inches 
between perpendiculars , 207 feet 3i inches 
over-all, with a moulded breadth of 32 feet 
9i inches, and a mean draught of 14 feet 6 
inches. 

The main engine will be a Diesel engine 
developing 1,800 b. hp., at 250 r.p.m., and 
is expected to give a service speed of 15 
knots. The winch engine will be a 390 hp. 
Diesel and the winch will have a capacity of 
1,600 fathoms of 3-inch warp. The bunker 
capacity of 194 tons will enable the trawler 
to stay at sea for up to 30 days. The fish
hold capacity will be 20,270 cubic feet.1 

All the latest electronic equipment will be 
provided and will include a gyro compass and 
automatic steering, two radars, and automatic 
direction finder. 

A novel feature of the crew's quarters is 
the provision of a sick bay, the first to be 
provided in a Grimsby trawler. 

The galley is all-electric and a fully equip
ped workshop with lathe and drills is pro
vided for the engineers. (Fish Trades Ga-
zette~ September 17, 1963;r-- -

* * * * * 
SOME AGREEMENT REACHED ON 
SHARE-SYSTEM FOR CREW OF 
AUTOMATED STERN TRAWLERS: 

Talks between -the British owners of an 
"automated" small size stern trawler and the 
Transport and G en era I Workers' Union 
have produced near-agreement over manning 
and remuneration scales for members of the 
crews of the revolutionary, 5-man crew class 
ships. 

With the push-button trawlers, the style 
for which has been set by the British firm, 
high mechanization cuts down the crew for 
North Sea vessels by over half from the 
customary 11 to 5. 

As such, these trawlers are not covered 
by any existing agreements. 

But after the first stage of negotiations, 
the regional secretary of the Union and the 
management have reached virtual agreement. 

The vessel's owners commented that fur
ther negotiations would take place and felt 
that all points would then be clarified. 

The new type vessel was due to be deliv
ered in late September. She will carry two 
officers, and three crewmen. (The Fishing 
News, August 30, .1963.) 

* * * * * 
TRAINING COURSES AID YOUNG MEN 
ENTERING TRAWL FISHERY: 

Improved training facilities are now avail
able to young men wishing to become trawler
men in Hull, England. They are being put in
to effect by a Recruitment and Training Officer 
on loan to the Hull Fishing Vessel Owners' 
Association. 
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Cook's assistants are now placed on trawl
ers by the Recruitment and Training Depart
ment so that any young man who wants to take up 
this work applies directly to the Training 
Officer instead of offering his services to 
individual firms. The Officer then arranges 
for the recruit to have a medical examination, 
records his name, and he is "called up" when 
his turn comes. 

New recruits for the engine room are giv
en a trip in a trawler as a supernumerary 
and for this they are paid. At the end of the 
trip they are then sent on a four -week induc
tion course at the Nautical College, after 
which they are available to firms as firemen 
proper. 

It is hoped that all future entrants into the 
engine room will be trained under this pro
gram. In due course, as the number of Die
sel-driven trawlers increases and steam
driven trawlers decreases, it is planned to 
start a similar program for Diesel engine 
operators which would eventually take the 
place of the present course in steam engines. 

The deckhand-learners' course has been 
increased from 4 to 6 weeks and on comple
tion of the 6 weeks , learners will be sent to 
one of the net lofts for a further week's prac
tical training in net-mending and so on. The 
course also includes two new lectures, "The 
Meaning of Discipline" and" Safety at Sea." 

The biggest improvement is probably in 
the training of firemen to become second 
engineers. This course, which was original
ly 2 weeks steam and 2 weeks Diesel, has 
been increased to 6 weeks steam and 10 weeks 
Diesel. It is hoped to award some form of 
certificate on completion of the course. 

A new regulation has been introduced to 
ensure that no man may sail as bosun or 
mate without holding a First Class Net
Mending Certificate. The bosuns' course 
has included this certificate, but it has been 
possible for a deckhand to take his mate's 
certificate and eventually sail as mate with
out ever having held a First Class Net-Mend
ing certificate. Future courses for mate 
will include instruction and examination for 
this certificate. (The Fishing News, August 
23, 1963.) 

Uruguay 

FISHERY RESOURCES TO BE STUDIED: 
Although Uruguay has access to consider

able fish reserves in an area estimated at 
one million square kilometers, this resource 
has been underexploited. In 1961, of 6.1 mil
lion tons landed in South America only 9,000 
tons were landed in Uruguay. The use of fish 
meal or flour is almost completely undevel
oped. The domestic market for fishery prod
ucts is limited and the per capita consumption 
per year is only 6.6 pounds as compared to 
about 240 pounds of meat. 

The fishing industry in Uruguay is divided 
into Government and private enterprises. In 
1957, the Government produced 25 percent of 
the total Uruguayan production with unit costs 
twice as great as private enterprise. Since 
1957, the Government enterprise's proportion 
has steadily decreased to 9 percent in 1961. 
Efforts are now being made to increase the 
efficiency and productivity of the Government 
fishery unit. The Government, the University 
of the Republic, and the Ministry of National 
Defense have set up a jOint work group to 
study and evaluate fishery resources. (Urut
ed States Embassy, Montevideo, September 
7, 1963.) 

Venezuela 

JOINT JAPANESE-VENEZUELAN 
TUNA- PROCESSING AND FREEZING 
VENTURE PLANNED: 

AccordlOg to an official of the Export-Import Bank of Ja
pan, an agreement has been reached between a consortlUm 
of Japanese flShlOg compames and a group of Venezuelan in
dustrialists for the formation of a jomtly-owned company, 50 
percent subscribed by Japanese interests and 50 percent by 
Venezuelan interests. Capitalization of the company is to be 
Bs 4 million (US$881,OOO) and the registration was to be made 
formally on October 11 , 1963. 

The jOintly-owned company will construct near Guiria on 
the Paria Peninsula in eastern Venezuela a fish cleamng and 
freezing plant with facilities to convert the fish waste into 
fish meal at a total cost of approximately Bs 3-1/2 million 
($771,000). In connection with this investment, the Export
Import Bank of Japan will loan Bs 6 million ($1,322,000) to 
the corporation for the construction of dock facilities. 

The cleaning and freezing plant will process tuna and will 
have a daily capacity of 450 metric tons of processed fh,h 
plus 250 to 300 metric tons of fish meal made from the waste. 
Construction of the plant was to begin at the end of October. 
1963 and should be completed 14 months later or in Decem-
ber 1964 if the construction schedule is followed. The plant' 
will employ apprOximately 600 workers when in full produc
tion. 

All of the fish processed will be supplied on contract by 
Japanese fishing vessels operating in Atlantic waters at a 
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considerable distance from Venezuela. The fishing opera
tions will not be carried on by the corporation. The vessels 
will not be of Venezuelan registry and as the catch will 
come from outside territorial waters, a duty of Bs 2.00 per 
kilogram (about 10 U.S. cents a pound) would be due on the 
fish landed in Venezuela. 

However, special arrangements have been made with the 
venezuelan Government whereby none of the fish or fish 
meal will be sold by the corporation for consumption within 
venezuela and the Venezuelan Government will waive the duty. 

A group of Japanese experts ,has made a study of the wa
ters of the Gulf of Paria and of those off the Territory Delta 
Amacuro including those of the delta of the Orinoco River, 
all of which are presently comparatively unexploited. It was 
the conclusion of the Japanese experts that these waters have 
ample resources to supply a fish meal industry and a shrimp 
processing plant. Therefore, if the tuna cleaning and freez
ing plant is successful, the corporation plans to enlarge the 
facilities in 1965 at an approximate cost of Bs 2-1/2 million 
($551,000) so as to include both a fish meal and a shrimp proc
essing plant. (United States Embassy, Caracas, September 26, 
1963.) 
Note : Bolivares converted at official free market rate of 4.54 bolivares equal US$1. 

Viet-Nam 

MECHANIZATION OF FISHING FLEET: 
There were 5,247 powered fishing craft in 

Viet-Nam at the end of August 1963 , accord
ing to a census by the Fisheries Directorate's 
provincial representatives. At the end of 
1962, the Fisheries Directorate reported 
only 3,600 rnotorized fishing vessels, based 
on estimates which were understated. Non
motorized fishing craft number 36 , 749. A
bout 45 percent of the motorized vessels are 
in the important fishing communities of Phuoc 
Tuy, Binh Tuy, and Binh Thuan Provinces. 

Motorization of the fishing fleet began in 
1957 and has been one of the main reasons 
for a substantial increase in Viet-Nam's 

commercial fish catch. (United States Em
bassy' Saigon, September 26 , 1963.) 
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Zanzibar 

FISHERIES DEVELOPMENT: 
The Government of Zanzibar is the con

trolling stockholder in the Zanzibar Fisher
ies Development Co., which was formed to 
exploit the sardine and tuna resources off the 
East Mrican Coast and to develop curing, cold 
storage, and processing facilities. 

Zanzibar is centrally located on a large 
area of water which is protected throughout 
both monsoon periods. Trials conducted off 
Zanzibar over the past 18 months have shown 
that sardines can be caught in commercial 
quantities throughout the year by purse-seine 
vessels fishing at night with lights. The 2 
fishing craft operated by the Zanzibar Fish
eries Development Company can catch be
tween 100 to 150 metric tons of sardines per 
lunar period. The company is now building 
a purse-seine vessel to explore tuna stocks. 

The Company has completed a curing house 
with a capacity of 5 tons of sardines per day . 
Machinery has been ordered for a cold -stor
age plant with a capacity of 60 tons which 
should be in operation early in 1964. 

The Company is cooperating closely with 
the East African Marine Fisheries Research 
Organization which is making a study of pe
lagic fish off the East Mrican Coast in order 
to determine their potential for commercial 
fishing. (United States Consul, Zanzibar, 
September 8, 1963.) 

• 
FISH CURING METHODS 

t1Fish curing comprises all methods of preservation ex
cept refrigeration and canning. It includes (1) the drying, 
smoking, salting, and pickling of fish, (2) various combina
tions of these methods , and (3) miscellaneous methods such 
as the use of vinegar and fermentation processes or ripen
ing." 

--Principles and Methods in the Canning of Fishery Products , 
Research Report No. 18 (page 1). 
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Foreig n Fisheries Briefs 

CUBAN FISHERIES CENTER UNDER 
CONSTRUCTION WITH SOVIET AID: 

A Cuban fishing port is under construction, 
with Soviet technical and economic aid, in At
aras Cove in Havana Bay. A total area of a
bout 25 acres is involved. Included in the fa
cilities will be docks, a shipyard, a cold-stor
age plant, canneries, warehouses, and a fish
reduction plant. Large warehouses have al
ready been built for the storage of construc 
tion materials and supplies. About 2,000 
workers will be occupied during construction; 
five major buildings and a dock area of 2i 
acres on concrete piles are being built. The 
cold-storage plant will be about 825 feet long 
and about 200 feet wide with a storage capaci
ty of 10,000 tons. The port will be equipped 
with radio, telephone, the latest indoor and 
outdoor lighting facilities, radar, and televi
sion. 

The agreement for the construction of the 
Soviet-Cuban financed fishing port was an
nounced on September 25, 1962, by Cuban ra
dio and television which broadcast the sign
ing ceremony between the Cuban Premier and 
Soviet Fisheries Minister. The $12 million 
cost of the port will be shared equally by the 
Soviet Union and Cuba. Earlier on August 5, 
1962, a Soviet-Cuban fisheries agreement 
was signed in Havana providing for Soviet aid 
to develop a Cuban commercial fishing indus
try. As a result of the August agreement, the 
Soviets sent 5 or 6 trawlers to Cuba on a loan 
basis for a year. 

The fishing port in Havana Bay, in addi
tion to serving Cuban needs, is expected to 
facilitate fishing operations of the Soviet 
fleet in the Western Atlantic Ocean for an 
agreed -upon period of 10 years. It has been 
estimated that about 30 Soviet fishing vessels 
have thus far been operating out of Cuban 
ports. 

CUBA PROMOTING CONSUMPTION OF FISH: 
The Cuban Government is conducting an 

advertising campaign to persuade Cubans to 
eat merluza (assumed to be whiting), which 
is being landed by Soviet fishing vessels . It 
was reported that shellfish have always been 
popular in Cuba, but finfish were seldom 
eaten. Fish were removed from the Cuban 

list of rationed ite m s on June 3, 1963, and 
the Government planned to incr ease Cuban 
consumption of fishery products by 220 per
cent this year. (Fish T r ades Gazette , Lon
don, August 10, 1963.) 

SOVIETS FIND NEW FISHING 
GROUNDS IN INDIAN OCEAN: 

Soviet fishermen are r eported to have found 
a "new fiShing ground" in the southern Indian 
Ocean where they have located large r esources 
of pelagic fish. In the Gulf of Aden, explora
tory fishing is under way with "new equipment." 
(Unpublished sources.) 

SOVIET FISHING FLEET IN NORTHWEST 
ATLANTIC, AUGUST-SEPTEMBER 1 963 : 

Until August 1963, the Soviet fishing fleet 
on and near Georges Bank in the Northwest 
Atlantic Ocean was estimated to have num
bered about 200 vessels. The fleet size i n 
the area remained fairly constant during the 
summer, although there was a rotation of 
vessels. In September, the number of Soviet 
vessels in the area was reduced to about 100 . 
(Unpublished sources.) 

SOVIET FISHING EFFORT DECLINES 
IN EASTERN NORTH PACIFIC 
AND BERING SEA: 

Beginning in early June 1963 and cont inu
ing through July, the Soviet fishing effort i n 
the eastern North Pacific Ocean and B ering 
Sea remained fairly constant, compr i s ing a 
fleet of about 200 vessels. In early August, 
the size of the Soviet fleet in the area began 
to decrease. Although the major effort still 
continued to be trawling for ocean p erch in 
the Gulf of Alaska, the Soviet fleet i n the east 
ern North Pacific and Bering Sea had been re 
duced to about 65 vessels by early September . 
Many of the vessels which had left t he area 
are reported fishing for herring a nd saury 
off the coasts of Siberia and the Kuril Is
lands. (Unpublished sources.) 

SOVIET SAURY FISHING VESSELS 
TESTING FLUORESCENT LIGHTS: 

This year (1963), Soviet saury fishingves
sels from Sakhalin are being equipped with 
fluorescent lamps for night fishing. The new 
lamps consume conSiderably less electric 
current than the older incandescent lamps. 
Experiments are continuing on the use of the 
new lamps. (Unpublished sources. ) 

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
Fish and Wildlife Service 

Sep . No. 694 
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SOVIETS TEST NEW METHOD FOR 
OPERA TING LARGE FREEZER TRAWLERS: 

A large freezer stern trawler is now op
erating out of Vladivostok in what the Soviets 
call the" voyage method:' First adopted during 
1963, the stern trawler remains at sea for 90 
to 95 days including the round trip from port 
to the fishing grounds. Between trips the 
vessel remains in port 1 0 to 12 days. The 
vessel processes its entire catch and the So
viets claim that a tremendous increase in 
productivity has been achieved. Under the 
old method of operations, the large freezer 
trawlers , which were at sea for long periods, 
transferred the catch to cargo vessels at sea. 
(Unpublished sources.) 

SOVIET WHALING FLEET PREPARING 
FOR ANTARCTIC SEASON: 

In September 1963, two Soviet whaling fac
toryships, the Sovetskaya Ukraina and the 
Slava, both with decks equipped to handle heli
copters, were being readied for a joint Ant
arctic whaling expedition. In addition to the 
modern factoryships , the fleet will include 30 
whale catcher boats, a scientific research 
vessel, and support ships. The Soviets have 
stated that their whaling fleet will also conduct 
research on the fishery resources of the A'1t
arctic. (Unpublished sources.) 
Notes: (1) These briefs were abstracted and compiled by the U.S. 

Bureau of Commercial Fisheries, Branch of Foreign Fisheries 
and Trade. 

(2) See Commercial Fisheries Review, September 1963 
p. 97; August 1963 p. 112. 

THE ROLE OF THE FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

A major problem facing the nation is adjusting its 
fish and wildlife resoUl;ces to the changing combina
tions and conditions of land and water and in meeting 
the challenge of developing the food potential of the 
lakes and oceans. • 

To that task the Fish and Wildlife Service is dedi
cated . The degree of its success in that important 
undertaking is the measure of its contribution to the 
cause of conservation . 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 




