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Fig. 2 - The deck of a Japanese factol)'shlp 1$ overed to a d pUt of e 
near Bristol Bay. Fleets of trawlers dellver their catch s til the fa tol)' 
hours. Workers selectlDg larger fish which are frozen for human onsum 
from sinking into the mass of fish. 
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KING CRAB FISHERY: The 1964 Japanese king crab fishery off Alaska was composed of 
, factoryships, each accompanied by six tangle -net setting vessels. Each factoryship car
:l aboard about eight small boats used for hauling and picking the tangle nets. The king 
~b fleets arrived north of the Alaska Peninsula in March and remained in that general area 
. 1 fulfilling their catch quotas in September of 235 ,000 cases of canned crab meat. 

SHRIMP FISHERY: A shrimp factoryship with 12 accompanying trawlers operated in the 
Il;ern Bering Sea essentially throughout 1964. During the winter period when ice conditions 
!' rented operations in the proven shrimping areas north of the Pribilofs, the fleet moved 
l1.h to near Unimak Pass and fished primarily for Pacific ocean perch. A second shrimp 
toryship, also accompanied by 12 trawlers, joined the fishery in April and operated gener
r north of the Pribilofs. The fleet departed for Japan in September. 

HALIBUT AND SABLEFISH FISHERY: The Japanese employed seven long-line fishing 
lI' els, one of which also served as a processor, in the halibut fishery of the eastern Bering 
I in 1964. They fished in the controversial Triangle area when the season opened in March 

tI, just as did the North Americans, found their halibut catches extremely low. The Japa
::Je shortly shifted their efforts to other species , primarily sablefish and rockfish. This 
ernative also proved fruitless and by late April the Japanese long-line fleet abandoned the 

oite rn Bering Sea and moved to grounds off Siberia. They did not return to the areas off 
~bka. 

An unexpected development this past year was the appearance of seven Japanese long-line 
'Il ing vessels in the Gulf of Alaska in the vicinity of Kodiak Island. It was found that those 
.sels were making excellent catches of sablefish, with some rockfish. There were no in
.a.tions that salmon or halibut were caught. 

The Japanese Government requires that vessels be licensed to fish in the Gulf of Alaska. 
:o r mation on the Japanese vessels licensed to fish off Alaska revealed the long-line vessels 
re not authorized to operate in the Gulf of Alaska. Complete information on these vessels 

forwarded through appropriate channels to the Government of Japan for its consideration 
d appropriate action. 

WHALING: The level of Japanese whaling in the eastern North Pacific in 1964 was the 
n e as in the past few years. Their fleets were comprised of three whale factoryships, 
h accompanied by seven whale killer vessels. Japanese whalers were active from late 
1 into August and roamed from the western Aleutians to waters off southeast Alaska. 

SALMON FISHERY: The Japanese high-seas salmon fishery in 1964 included 11 factory
ps with 369 gill-net fishing vessels. The fleets deviated considerably from past patterns of 
II ation, reportedly because of low catches. In the latter part of July and early August at 
st one fleet moved into the area near Adak close to the International North Pacific Fisher-
Convention salmon abstention line of 1750 West Longitude. 

GULF OF ALASKA FISHERIES: In 1964 the Japanese licensed six trawlers to operate in 
Gulf of Araska. Included were 4 factory stern trawlers which fished primarily for Pacific 

I!~n perch and 2 smaller side trawlers which fished for shrimp. The stern trawlers ranged 
n near the Shumagin Islands eastward to about Middleton Island, while the side trawlers 

ICentrated in a limited area off southwest Kodiak Island. The first of the trawlers appeared 
,Ihe Gulf in May and all ended operations by the end of October. Bureau of Commercial 
lheries observers accompanied 3 of the stern trawlers to gather biological data on the ef
ts of their trawling upon halibut and king crab. 

U.S.S.R. FISHERIES 

Soviet fishing efforts off Alaska were increased for the fifth consecutive year in 1964 and 
~nded into new species and areas. More than 500 Soviet vessels were associated with the 
"Eries of the Alaskan area. 
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HERRING FISHERY; One of the major Soviet fisheries for the past few.y~ar8 has been 
their winter trawling efforts for herring, generally north ~n~ west of the Pnbllof Island~. 1: 
1964 that fishery began in January and by early February lt mcl,:ded ~ore than 150 . SOVlet 
vessels. The herring fleet continued at about the sam~ level u.n~ll Apnl, when they dlspersef 
to other fisheries, reportedly because of adverse sea lce condltlons. 

Fig . 3 _ Massive Soviet fishing fleets operate off Alaska throughout the year. During the winter, their trawling fleets fish along the 
edges of the ice pack in the eastern Bering Sea and move deeper into the pack to obtain shelter from the severe stDrms common in til 
area. 

PACIFIC OCEAN PERCH FISHERY: As in past years, the Pacific ocean perch stocks 
off Alaska were a major objective of Soviet fishing efforts in 1964. The first of the ocean 
perch fleets appeared in the Gulf of Alaska off Yakutat in March when the herring fishery ~1 
the eastern Bering Sea began to disperse. By May the number of vessels involved in that 
fishery exceeded 150 and they were operating in the area from Albatross Bank southwest f 
Kodiak to off Yakutat in the eastern Gulf of Alaska. The strength of the ocean perch trawl 
fleets began to decline in June, reportedly due to the diversion of vessels to a highly prod C ~ 
tive saury fishery off Siberia, and by October the fleets numbered fewer than 20 vessels. 
Contrary to their operation in past years, the Soviets did not withdraw their fleets from th~ 
Gulf of Alaska with the onset of adverse winter weather but maintained a trawl fleet of 15 tl) 
25 ships in the general area off Yakutat throughout 1964. The effort devoted to ocean perch. 
m arked the first time the Soviets maintained a fishery in the Gulf of Alaska during the trea ~I 
erous winter period. 

~ CRAB FISHERY; In 1964 the Soviets used three ultramodern factoryships in the 
king crab fishery near Alaska. Each of the factoryships was accompanied by three tangle
net setting trawlers. Two scouting trawlers explored for the fishery. Each factoryship ca.r" 
ried 12 small boats from Which the tangle nets were picked. The Soviet king crab fishery 111 

1964 operated in the outer Bristol Bay flats area from near Port Moller to Unimak Pass dur 
ing the period April through July, when the fishery was ended. One of the crab factoryshipS 
unexpectedly appeared near Chirikof Island southwest of Kodiak in early April. The Depart· 
ment of State immediately protested this king crab tangle -net fishery in the Gulf of Alaska. 
Within two weeks the factoryship had returned to the Bering Sea. There was no further So
viet king crab fishing in 1964 in the Gulf of Alaska. 



COMMERCIAL FISHERIES REVIE 

WHALING: Last year four Soviet whale factoryshlps, accompamed by n 
Her ships, harvested whale stocks near Alaska. The whalers app ar d of 
,d ranged from the western Aleutians to south of Alaska's panhandl un 11 h lr 
. October. An interesting development in 1964 was the op ra ion of wo whahn 
'j" Pribilof Islands during August and September. 

T 1 

• 4 - A Soviet SRT -type trawler deliverIDg its catch of PacifIc ocean perch to a r frIg rated sh ip wh r th fish re 
Il.Iported to the Soviet Union. Soviet fishing vessels such as these are becomlDg a common Sight In offshor at rs 

1 ska '5 vast coastline. 

SHRIMP FISHERY: For several years the Soviets have voiced an lOt r st 10 

imp fishery off Alaska. Unconfirmed reports indicat that a llmlt d shrimp fl 
n in 1963. In 1964 the Soviets definitely conducted a trawl fisher for shrimp 

\pril of 1964 two large Sovlet trawlers of a new type were observ d Shrimp fl hlO 
Pribilof Islands in the same region now traditionally hshed by th Japan 
t fishery was apparently ended by June. However, in late October 0 mor 

wiers were observed fishing shrimp southwest of Kodlak, an ar a also fl h d 
the Japanese. This Soviet shrimp fishery off Kodiak was t rmmat d 10 0 C m 

FOREIG INTERFERE. CE WITH U. . FISHING CTIVITI 
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All reported interference with U. S. fishing activities by foreign fishing vessels in 1964 
occurred in the Gulf of Alaska, primarily in the region off Kodiak. Six such incidents were 
reported by halibut fishermen and most of their complaints were directed at Soviet trawlers. 
A frequently voiced problem was the occupation by Soviet fleets of established halibut fishing 
grounds. The Russian trawling fleets have found the edges of Fairweather, Portlock, and 
Albatross Banks productive for Pacific ocean perch. Quite often our halibut fishermen, upon 
reaching those grounds, have considered it foolhardy to set their gear amid a mass of trawl " , 
ers, for loss of gear appeared unavoidable. 

Foreign interference with our growing king crab fishery was considerably reduced in 
1964. A total of 29 U. S. king crab pots were reported lost to foreign fishing vessels during • 
the year in contrast to over 100 pots reportedly lost in 1963. The losses of 12 pots were at
tributed to Japanese vessels, 7 pots were charged to Soviet vessels, and the other 10 pots 
could not be attributed with certainty but were believed lost because of Japanese vessels op-
erating in the area. 

The severe curtailment of king crab fishing efforts becaus e of the March 27 earthquake 
damage in Kodiak no doubt reduced the potential for such conflicts. However, another major 
factor was the apparent avoidance by the Soviets of the areas of king crab pot concentrations. 
Following formulation of the United States -Soviet gear conflict agreement in late June, Soviet 
trawlers apparently refrained from fishing in the deSignated crab pot areas off Kodiak, al
though the agreement did not enter into force until late last year. In fact, the only pot losses 
charged to the Soviets occurred within a pot sanctuary area off Kodiak in November--after 
the agreed upon pot protection period of July through October. 

Japanese trawlers, on the other hand, consistently fished within the pot concentration 
areas as designated by the United States -Soviet agreement, primarily off southwest Kodiak 
Island. All the pot losses charged to the Japanese occurred within the areas and period des
ignated by the United States -Soviet pact. Of interest were the arrangements made by the 
Taiyo Fishing Company, through an Anchorage subsidiary, to compensate United States fish
ermen for king crab pots lost to Japanese trawlers in the Gulf of Alaska. 

Created in 1849, the Department of the Inter1or-a department of conservation-is concerned with the 
management. conservation, and development of the Nation's water, fish. wildlife, mineral, forest. and park 
and recreational resources. It al so has major responsibilities for Indian and Territorial affairs. 

As the Nation's prinCipal conservation agency, the Department works to assure that nonrenewable 
resources are developed and used wisely. that park and recreational resources are conserved for the future, 
and that renewable resources make their full contribution to the progress, prosperity, and security of the 
United states-now and in the future. 
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