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COVER' The research vessel Hernan Cortez (built in 1964) of the Flor­

ida Bo'ard of Conservation is a conventional, double -rigged shrimp 
trawler. The double-rig deck arrangement permits dragging a single 
net from either side or two nets simultaneously . She participated (with 
the U. S. Bureau of Commercial F i sheries) in a s~rvey of the .trawl­
fi sh potential off the Florida west coast to determ~ne ~he speCies co~­
position, distribution, relative abundance, and avallabillty of bottomflsh 
to trawling gear. (See p. 1 of this issue.) 
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