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THIS CHRISTMAS TREE IS SHRIMPL Y DELICIOUS 

In answer to many requests, the United States Department of the Interior1s Bureau oi 
Commercial Fisheries has once again released instructions for its Shrimp Christmas Tree 
for the most exciting holiday table in the neighborhood. 

From a commanding position on a buffet table or as a colorful centerpiece for a well-ap' 
pointed holiday dinner, this unusual tree is certain to capture compliments. Leafy green en· 
dive duplicates crisp holly while ever-popular shrimp add shape and color interest to this 
creative conversation piece. 

This intriguing tree is elegant but deceivingly simple. The materials are readily avail­
able at most local variety stores and supermarkets. 

SHRlMP CHRISTMAS TREE 

3 pounds shrimp, fresh or frozen 
2 quart. water 

i cup salt 
4 large bunches curly endive 

1 styrofoam cone, 2i feet high 
1 styrofoam square, 12 x 12 x 1 inch 
1 small box round toothpicks 

Cocktail Sauce 

Thaw frozen shrimp. Place shrimp in boiling salted water. Cover and simmer about 5 
minutes or until shrimp are pink and tender. Drain. Peel shrimp, leaving the last section 
of the shell on. Remove sand veins and wash. Chill. S epa rat e and wash endive . Chill. 

Place cone in the center of the styrofoam square and draw a circle around the bas e of 
the cone. Cut out circle and insert cone. Cover base and cone with overlapping leaves of 
endive. Fasten endive to styrofoam with toothpick halves. Start at the outside edge of the 
base and work up. Cover fully with greens to resemble Christmas tree. Attach shrimp t o 
tree with toothpicks. Provide Cocktail Sauce for dunking. Serves 12 . 

i< U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1969 392- 624 


