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U.N. USES NEARLY 100 FISHING VESSELS 
TO SEARCH FOR FOOD 

In i t s search for more food for the de­
ve loping nations , the V .N .'s FAG has dis­
patch ed a fishing armada of nearly 100 ves­
sels t o many parts of the world. This was 
report ed by Sam P ope Brewer, The New York 
Times, on April 18 . 

The vessel s fly both the U.N . flag and those 
of nations from which they operate . They have 
modern navigational and fish -finding gear . 
Many vesse l s have complete laboratories to 
s tudy fish , test sea w a t e r , and to analyze 
samples of the aquat ic life fish eat . 

FAO Aims 

T he aims of the FAO program are to study 
the m 0 vern en t s of fish , to discover new 
grounds, and to trai n fishermen to increase 
their cat ches. F AO sci entists are training 
the pe ople of underdeve loped nations to con­
se r ve the catch for use as food--or to use it 
in o ther protein forms , such as flour." 

FAO Vessels At Work 

In Lake Nasser, created by Aswan High 
Dam, 2 fishing boats ouilt of steel-wire mesh 
covered by cement are being used 1:0 help de­
velop t he fisheries . 

The first FAOvessel was the 40 - foot tuna 
boat ' New Hope ' , bought in U .S. in 1952 . It 
has seenmuch service : first in Somalia, then 
Iran, then Pakistan, where it helped develop 
shrimp fisheries . 

53 Fisheries Projects 

Today, FAOhas 53 fisheries projects with 
investment of $130 million, over 300 experts, 
and 1,700 local seamen. 

Some boats are built for specific projects; 
others are acquired and modified. The build­
ers have been Japan, the etherlands, 1 orway, 
pain, and Britain. Each vessel is assigned 
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to a project sponsor·d b g t 
volved. 

A project lasts about;:) y ar and m 
renewed. In mapy cases, th( VI.: ss 
with countries that us d th m . 

Achievements 

Argentina has r port d that th 107-
'Cruz del Sur' has set fishing t ( c 
its 1968 launching. It peratcs out 
Plata as a combination stern tra\\ 1 
purse seiner. An earlier pro; t wtr 
the purse seine to Argentina . 

Caribbean Fisheries 

Three FAO fishing vessels hav dramat 
ically changed Caribbean fish!"rll I) )r 1 
countries and depend nt territorl "s . Th 
sels are 81-foot twins, 'Ale 'on' and' 
mar', and British -built 56 -foot ' r 
The twins were built in Japan in 1966 to r 
Pacific under own pow r . 

These territories, although spr ad II 

1.5 million square milps of oe( an, had 1(­
pended chiefly on un conomical Imports . 

Rome Headquarters 

Headquarters for FAO's d partm nt 
fisheries is in Rome. Ther ,na al archlt 
and marine engineers d sign th flshm 
sels and arrange constructton and d h 

The department head IS Jan-) TI a n 
of Sweden. Its staff is from Ic(>land, th 
erlands, Sweden, Britain, and oto r 

Traung says new craft ar 
projectsbegunev ryy ar. Th ar 
for m ore than one kwd of fi hw 
making them all-purpo ShIP 
more than F 0 can sp nd a 
cient. 
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JAPAN 
HALF OF DOMESTIC FISHING GROUNDS 
ARE POLLUTED 

The Japanese Fisheries Agency estimates 
that half the domestic fishing grounds are 
polluted beyond the safe level for marine ani­
mal life. Damage to the fishing industry is 
estimated at 15 billion yen (US$41.6 million) 
a year. This ominous announcement followed 
a nationwide survey of 227 fishing grounds 
by the Fisheries Agency in late Oct.-Nov. 
1970. 

The survey covered 44 prefectures, ex­
cluding Tokyo and inland 'Gumma,' which are 
conducting their own. Water, sea -bottom 

quality, and presence of heavy metals (like 
mercury and cadmium) were che cked. 

Many Below Safety Levels 

An interim report on the findings of water­
quality tests indicates that 61 (47 0/0) of 129 
marine coastal fishing grounds and 35 (over 
50%) of 67 freshwate r grounds failed safety 
levels for marine animal life. The F isherie s 
Age ncy estimated the yearly loss of fish and 
shellfish since 1968 at 15 billion ye n. 

The Agency said that pollution damage 
actually was much more ext ensive be c ause 
number of polluted fishing grounds would in­
cre ase whe n final figur e s are known. ('Yomi­
uri', Mar. 23.) 

* * * 
25th (1970171) ANTARCTIC WHALING 
EXPEDITION ACHIEVED GOALS 

OnMarch8, 1971, three Japanese whaling 
neets in 25th (1970/71) Antarctic expedition 
attained assigned quotas of 1,493 blue -whale 
units (BWUs) and ceased operations. The 
1970/71 quota was the same as in previous 
year. ('Suisan Tsushin', Mar. 15; 'Minato 
Shimbun', Mar. 13.) 

On March 19,1971, ' Mainichi' qu oted whal­
ing -industry sources a s saying that recor d 
profits would be m ade from the 1970171 
Antarctic whaling op e rati on. P r ices for fro­
zen whale me at averaged $50 0 p er ton; fi n­
back whale oil $277 pe r t on; and sperm whale 
oil $333 pe r t on. 

Vessel and Owners 

Catch and Produc ts T ona n M a ru No.2 
(Nihon Suisan) 

T aiyo Maru No . 3 Kyokuyo Maru No . 3 Total 

WHALES: 
Fin 
Sei 
BWUs* 
Sperm 

PRODUCTS: 
Bale en Wh al es: 

Fin wha le oil 
Frozen 
Salted 
Other 

Total Ba leen 

Spe rm wha le 

GRAND TOTAL 
(All whale produc ts) 

426 
1, 356 

439 
130 

8. 385.0 
25,643. 8 

750.7 

34 , 779. 5 

1, 395 .0 

36,17-1.5 

(Ta iyo ) 

(No . of Whales) 

76 3 
1,401 

6 15 
44 3 

(MetriC Tons) 

11 ,93 1. 0 
30, 495.0 

302 . 0 
3 ,712. 6 

46 , 440 . 6 

2 , 709.0 

49. 174.5 

* On b lue-whale Unt t = either 2 fill "holles , 2t hllllll,bolcks, or 6 sei wh .. l!es. 
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(Kyokuyo) 

418 1, 607 
1,380 4 , 137 

439 1, 493 
761 1, 334 

7 , 944 . 0 28, 260.0 
22 ,193 . 0 78,331.8 

4 16 . 0 1,468.7 
525 . 0 -1,237.6 

31,078.0 112. 29b. 1 

5 , 605 . 0 9,709.0 

36.683.0 122.007.1 
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JAPAN (Contd.): 

TUNA LONGLINERS IN ATLANTIC 
CONCENTRATE ON ALBACORE 

Antic ipating a favorable turn in U. S. alba­
core market. Japanese tuna longline fisher­
men in the A tlantic are concentrating on 
albac or e . 

Indic ations were that U.S. tuna packers 
would c l e ar their canned white -meat tuna 
s t ocks by April or May because U.S. c on­
sumer purc hases were picking up during 
Lenten s e ason. The Japanese anticipate that 
de mand for albacore will start building in June 
and highe r price swill follow. 

M ain Albacore Grounds 

The princ ipal albacore are as in Atlantic 
are the northern grounds (near 30 0 N.latitude). 
off Cape of Good Hope (South Africa). and off 
Montevide o (Uruguay ) wher e fishing-is usually 
good. Most albacore taken in th os e areas are 
small (28 -33 pounds per fish) and suit able for 
export to U.S. ('Katsuo-maguro Tsushin', 
Mar . 24 .) 

* * * 
JAPANESE-GUATEMALAN SHRIMP 
VENTURE WAS PROFITABLE IN 1970 

Afte r 10 ye ars of trying, the Nichiro Fish­
eries Co •• Mit subishi Trading C o •• and Gua­
temalan i nterests r eporte d profits in 1970. 
Their shrimp-fishin~and -processing venture 
at Champerico (Guatemala) was establishe d 
in 1961. 

In 1970, the joint company handle d 1.171 
metric tons of shrimp with a sales value of 
US$2.38 million. For fir st time. it d e clared 
a 5% divide nd of about $2 7.800. 

20 Shrimp T r awlers 

The partne rs op era t e two c ompanies: 
Pesca, S.A. and Copesgua, S.A. The se own 
20 licensed shrimp t rawle rs. 18 now fishing. 
and 2 being replaced with ve sse ls und e r con­
struction. 

For several ye a r s. p roduction was nearly 
s t agnant. But. in 1968, heavy rainfalls sud­
d enly increased abundance of shrimp. The 
cat ch has increas e d since the n. (' Suisancho 
Nipp o', Mar . 25. ) 

* * * 

SUMMER ALBACORE TUNA F ISHERY 
BEGINS 

The 1971 Japanesepole-and-line summer 
albacore season off the home islands began 
inmid-March. about 2 weeks ahead of sched­
ule. Fishing in April was good. promising a 
favorable fishery this year. 

The catches. 100 t0200 metric tons a day, 
began to arrive at Yaizu and Shimizu in late 
March. Practically all alb a cor e landings 
were bought by domestic packers at exvessel 
price of 280-290yen a kilogram (US$706-731 
a short ton). Indications were that price might 
adv ance to 300 yenper kilogram ($756 a short 
ton). ('Suisan Tsushin'. April 10.) 

* * * 
'SURIMl' FLEET FINDS IMPROVING 
ALASKA POLLOCK FISHING 

During good weather in March, 5 Japanese 
'surimi' (mince d fish meat) and meal factory­
ship fleets made good Alaska pollock catches 
in "Triangle area" of eastern Bering Sea. 
The fleets were trawling at around 250 meters 
(water temperature about 4 0 C.). 

Fishing Schedule 

The improvement in March catch over 
Jan. - F e b. has allayed fear s that the re sour ce 
is declining. Conceivably. the trawlers may 
have be en scooping up only dense concentra­
tions of a declining stock. From late April to 
early May. the fleets were scheduled to fish 
at shallower depths (around 100 meters) along 
Aleutian chain because Alaska pollock would 
be migrating shoreward to spawn. The catch 
during spawning season would provide a good 
indication of resource status. ('Suisan Keizai 
Shimbun'. March 24.) 

II 



S. VIETNAMESE FISHERIES MADE EXCELLENT 
PROGRESS IN 1970 

One of the brightest r eports from South 

Vietnam in recent months was the dramatic 

The F ishe ries Directorat , Ministry of 

Agricultu r e , Saigon, provid d t h s data : 

rogress of her fisheries in 1970 . The r e ­

markable cat ch increase was due to various 

fact ors: growth of motorized and nonmotor­

ized fishing fleets, more fisherm e n, u se of 

synthetic fish nets, and improved gene ral c on­

ditions . 

P rojects for the future include: 500 fish 

f inders to modernize fishing vesse ls and 12 

shipboard ice -making plants, expecte d s o on. 

On Phu Quoc Island, a fish -meal plant 

with a 5 -metric -ton daily capacity will be 

installed. Interest is gre at in small ship­

board fish -meal plants because about 25 % of 

the catch is trash fish discarde d b y fishe r ­

men; inexpensive plants could help increase 

fishermen income substantially . (U .S. Em­

bassy, Saigon, April 14 . ) 

Catch: 
Marine 
Fresh -water 
Shrimp 
Oth er crustaceans (; 

molluscs 

T o tal 

Fleet: 
Mo to rized 
Nonmotorized 

T otal 

Fishe rmen 

Exports: 
Shrimp 

Fishery products produced : 
Fish sauce 

Cured fish 
D ried fish 

1969 1970 

Me t ric Tons 

355 , 488 4-11 , 765 
63 , 673 74 , 140 
27 , 504 33,268 

17 ,179 2b, 277 

403,844 577,450 

Number of Vessels 

39 , 001 42 , 603 
42 , 955 45,6 12 

81, 9!:>6 88,2 15 

Nc. . 

277 ,11 8 317,442 

Metric Tons 

49 .1 25.9 

1, 000 Lit ers 

60 , 850 64 ,184 

Metric Tons 

30 , 242 34,425 
20 , 769 27,979 

Sh rimp sellers at marke t place of R.lch Gi.l, S. Vietnam. (Keith BroUl .. rd) 
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INDIA 

TRAWLERS TO FREEZE SHRIMP 
AT SEA 

Two 86 -ft., double -rig, shrimp trawlers 

built in Mobile, Alabama, for Union Carbide 

India Ltd., have been delivered to Cochin 

(Kerala). Named' Lakshmi' and 'Sunita Rani,' 

they will help modernize India's large shrimp 

industry. 

Fig. 1 - A vast shrimp bed off Kerala, India, is fished by hun­
dreds of Indian boats. F AO states the bed is more than 120 
miles long and 4 to 6 mi1es wide. The bed yields the large, 
succulent prawns, prized in N. America and Europe. 

Plants in Cochin freeze, pack, and export the shrimIt, which 
earn much-needed hard currency . 

FAO has aided Indian Fishery development in boat design and 
construction, mechanization, and gear technology. Hundreds 
of shrimp trawlers have been built from FAO designs. 

In this photo are fishennan 's house and fish-landing quay . Catch, 
mostly prawns, is sun dried. (FAO: C. Day) 

The boats are equipped with freezers and 

refrigerated holds . The shrimp are cleaned 

and processed aboard within an hour of cap ­

ture. 

A Third Trawler 

Each boat has a capacity to catch and 

process 500,000 lbs. of shrimp a year . They 

will work at seafor I5-day periods . A third 

trawler, built in Bombay, will join them later . 

The frozen shrimp will be shipped to the 

U.S., Western Europe, and Japan. ('Fishing 

News International', Mar. 1971.) 

Fig. 2 - Prawns sun drying at Cochin . This preservation method 
is used for local sales and nearby export markets . Quick-freez­
ing and packing plants prepare prawns for export to European 
and N . American markets. (FAO: C . Day) 



EUROPE 

REPORT 2ND MILL PLANNED AT LAKE BAIKAL 

The Soviet government is proceeding with 
plans to build a second wood -pulp mill on Lake 
B aikal's shore. a conservationist has re­
' ealed. The report. from Theodore Shabad in 
: oscow. appeared in The New York Times on 
!\.pril 18. 

~~~~--------~I"~------~I~~--------~"'--------

u. s. s. R. 

1. Baikal 

(" OUTER 
MONCdLIA 

"--P-.---~=~:!....---r--"""----+-------T>4.,L---1~~oq 

\_ . ...-.- .- .--./ 

c H 

--~~~----+---------~~~--~-+--------~ 

Some Soviet ecologists point to Lake Baikal 
as a striking example of the misuse of water 
resources in their country. 

Nikolai G. Ovsyannikov. the conservation­
ist. promised that a modern waste -treatment 
plant would maintain Baikal's unusual purity. 
But his disclosure has rekindled an old con­
troversy. 

F irst Mill in 1966 

Conservationists have been worrying about 
Baikal's future since 1966. when the first pulp 
mill began operations in Baikalsk. a town on 
t he lake's southwest end. They protested the 
discharge of effluents. To meet their pro­
tests. a specially designed treatment plan was 
added to the mill. This did not placate the 
critics , who argued that no treatment plant 
could preserve the lake's quality. The re­
markably transparent water contains many 
unusual plant and animal species. 

2nd Long Planned 

Planning the second mill has proceeded 
sporadically. as con t r 0 v e r S y heated and 
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cooled. for about a decade. The site is Selen­
ginsk, near Kamensk, 100 miles northeast of 
mill one . 

Ovsyannikov stated at a Moscow news con­
ference held during meeting of Society of the 
Conservation of Nature: "An advanced 3-
stage treatment system will remove all toxic 
material from waste waters and preserve 
Baikal as one of the cleanest lakes in the 
world." 

He is president of the society, a Russian 
Republic organization, which clai-ms 19 mil­
lion members. 

Other Soviet republics have similar so­
cieties. 

Conservationists vs. Planners 

Baikal is an old battleground between con­
servationists and industrial planners - -de­
spite the adoption in 1969 of a decree ordering 
strict measures to halt pollution. 

The industrial planners argue that the for­
ests of Baikal region must be cut because 
country badly needs pulp for the tough cord 
used in cars and in airplane tires. 
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USSR (Cont d.): 

SOME DEVELOPMENTS AND TRENDS: 
1971-75 

Expansionplans for the Soviet fishing fleet 
continue full speed: the Fisheries Ministry 
announced a 30% increase in BMRTs (Soviet­
built fa ctory stern trawler s of ' Maiakovskii ' 
class) for 1971-75. East German deliveries 
of fishing vessels will continue at same pace . 
Domestic construction of "super-trawlers" 
is being pushed. 

Catamaran fishing vessels have not yet 
reached commercial stage, but tests will 
continue. 

Ge ar 

The fleet will be equipped with e lectronic 
trawl - control devices for midwate r trawls, 
and with wide -mesh nets . Purse seining will 
be adopted on large scale . Three techniques 
are be ing perfected for industrial use: (a) 
discharging catch from purse s e in e s by 
pump s , (b) "contactless" transshipment of 
catch, (c) container delivery of c atches to 
motherships. 

Fishing Off U.S. and Canada 

'Atlantik' -class stern trawlers are being 
dis patched t o fish for herring and mackerel 
in the are a supervised by International Com­
mission for the Northwe st Atlantic Fisheries. 
Explorationfor new herring grounds is being 
intensified. F ish i n g on Continent al Slope 
(depths between 500 and 1, 500 meters) is 
being tested. 

ICELAND 

RECORD CAPELIN CATCH EXPECTED 

The 1971 capelin season, whi ch s t art ed 
Feb . 16 , promises to be the best ever . By 
March 7, 60 boats had caught 117,000 met ric 
tons, compared with 68, 000 at same time in 
1970 . 

As of March 10, with weather ideal, there 
was no end in sight to large catches . A sec ­
ond large run had bee n tracked off southeast 
coast . It was expected to follow along south 
c oast on heels of first run, which earlier 
reached southwest tip . Storage tanks were 
overflowing; some boats had to come as far 
as Reykjavik to unload. 

The season was expecte d to last through 
Marc h. Last year's r e cord c atch was 191,000 
metric tons; the 1971 prospects were even 
better. 

Unrelate d to Norwegian Stocks 

Ichthy ologists say the different number of 
vertebrae in Icelandic stocks indicates no 
connection to Norwegian stocks. They also 
claim that stocks of c apelin are not endan ­
gered by huge catch as the herring stocks 
were. 

Advance Contracts 

More capelin meal has been sold under 
advance contracts than last year . Contracts 
have been signed with Sweden, Denmark, U.K., 
and Poland for 20,300 metric tons and 7, 200 
metric tons of capelin oil. 

Prices are only slightly higher than l ast 
year ' s: US$3 .24-$3 . 36 per protein unit for 
meal, and about $238 per metric ton for oil. 

Advance cont racts for sale of 5, 600 met r i c 
t ons of frozen c apelin to Japan als o have been 
signed at prices varying from $80 t o $190 pe r 
ton a c cor din g to roe cont e nt of m ature 
females. Thes e roe -rich c apelin are de lic a­
c i e s in bars . 

1970 Exports 

In 1970, Ice land ' s t otal c apelin exp orts 
we r e (metric t ons): fr o ze n 1,020; m e al 
29,776; oil 5, 742 . Japan rece ived all the fro­
zen cape lin. The large st buyers of meal and 
oil were De nmark, Sweden, Finland, Britain, 
Hungary, and East Ge rmany . (U.S. Embassy 
Reykjavik, M ar. 10.) 



WEST GERMANY 

EEP- EA J'LEET TO ADD 15 
·A 'T RY STER TRA LER 

W s t G rman trawler own rs hav ord r d 
5 tl 'W factory st rn trawl rs from 4 ship­
ards for d liv r in 1972 and 1973 . Th 

)1' S ntfl t has 108 v ss Is (116 , 000 GRT) . 
rotal inv stm nt for the 15 will b US$82.5 
nillion . uch v ss Is hav op rated mostly 
ff Gr nland, Labrador, wfoundland, and 
h U.S. ast coast. 

Th n w vess Is, which hav gov rnm nt 
support, will r place technically outdat d 
v ssels; th latt r will b reconstructed into 
fr sh-fish v ss Is . Th h ad of Deep-S a 
Fish ri s Association says new construction 
of fr sh -fish v ss Is is too costly, but re­
c nstruction of aIr ady d preciat d old ves­
s 1 is pos sible . 

T chnical Improv ments 

Th v ss Is, similar to units built during 
last 5 y ars, will includ technical lmprov -
m nts: 40 -50 -ton fr zing capacity p r day, 
and old -storage space for 800 tons of frozen 
products . Th y will hav a cr w of 70 . 
('Fisk ts ang', F b . 25 .) 

SPAIN 

P RT 1970 fISHERIES 

Th l\ladrid n wspap r "Informacion S" 

Jan . 23, on panish fish ri s dur-

Th at tlmat d at mol' than 1.5 
xv ss 1 valu of 

~hippil1 

n 

alt-Cod H'et 

In 1970, th fil"5t I' 

to conduct r search b tw n 
and Sahar a . J\ 20 - nati on fl 
controll d th 1'1' " 

Exports 
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UNITED KINGDOM 

1970 CATCH SET RECORD 

In 1970, the exvesse l value of British land­
ings in England and Wales jumped US$24 mil­
lion from 1969toreacha record $186 million. 
Landings rose 21,000 tons to 960,000 long tons. 

Landings of demersal fish (719,000 tons) 
were at 1969 level, but exvessel value rose 
from $133 million to $153 million. This in­
crease was due mainly t o a rise in average 
landed value of cod. Value of plaice increased; 
haddock's dropped slightly . Herring price s 
were higher and lifted pelagic landings from 
173,000 tons to 185,000 tons, and from $9.5 
million to $13 million. These are provisional 
figures compiled by U.K. Ministry of Agri­
culture, Fisherie s and Food. 

Shellfish landings increased more than 
11 0/0 above 1969 in quantity and value. 

Exports & Re-Exports 

There was a substantial rise of 430/0 in ex­
ports and re -exports of fish and fish prod­
ucts--from l05, OOOtonsto150,OOO tons. Im­
ports dropped sharply from 901 ,000 tons in 
1 969 to766,OOOtons, but value rose from $276 
million to $301 million. 

F ish-meal imports dropped from 460,000 
tons to 363,000 tons, value from $76 million 
t o $75 million. There was a smaller drop in 
imports of fish oil: 246 , 000 tons to 220,000 
tons, but value rose from $34 million to $51 
million. (' F ishing News', March 5.) 

/ 

ITALY 

SETS TEMPORARY GUIDELINE 
FOR MERCURY IN FISHERY PRODUCTS 

Italy has set a temporary mercury tol­
erance level of 0.7 part per million, plus a 
100/0 allowance, or a maximum limit of 0.77 
ppm for fishery products. This was reported 
by the Japanese Fisheries Agency and trading 
firms. 

The guideline is valid from April through 
June 1971. After that, Italy will make a 
final determination based on test results. 

The new regulation can sharply affect 
Japanese exports of tuna, swordfish, and 
sharks to Italy . 

How Fish Tested 

During test period, Italy will draw out 10 
samples from each lot. The entire lot will be 
rejected if: the mercury content in all sam­
pIes averages ab ove guideline; two or more 
fish contain an excess concentration; or if 
one sampled fish contains 1.5 times more 
mercury than allowed. ('Suisan Tsushin', 
Apr. 13.) 

Fish stall i ,) Rome market. (Robert K. Brigham ) 



LATIN AMERICA 

LONG-AWAITED FISHING LAW IS ISSUED 

On April 2, the official Brazilian news­
paper 'Diario Oficial' carried the Decree 
Law governing fishing within the 200 -mile 
territorial sea. The law became effective 
with publication. 

I. Two fishing zones are established: 
from the coast to 100 miles, and 100-200 
miles. In the inner 100 miles, fishing is re­
stricted to Brazilian vessels. Both foreign­
ers and Brazilians can fish in the second 100 
miles. 

Exploitation of "crustacea and other living 
resources depending on the subject bottom 
Brazilian territorial waters" are reserved 
for Brazilian vessels. 

Vessels "in the regime of lease to Bra­
zilian legal entities, having headquarters in 
Brazil" are considered to be "equal" to local 
vessels. 

In "special circumstances," the Ministry 
of Agriculture, through SUDEPE (Brazilian 
fisheries ministry), in consultation with the 
Navy, might permit foreign fishing within 
inner 100 -mile zone . Legislation covering 
fishery research vessels will be dealt with 
later. 

Registration 

II. Both national and foreign vessels must 
be registered. "National" status will be 
granted "exclusively to Brazilian born or 
naturalized citizens or companies organized 
in the country under Article 8, Decree Law 
221, Feb. 27, 1967." 

To get Ministry of Agriculture authoriza­
tion to lease foreign fishing vessels, the ap­
plicant must prove: his capital is owned pre­
dominantly by Brazilians; the crew has the 
stipulated number of Brazilians; the opera­
tion will expand exports or supplies in a def­
icit pr oduction zone. The leasing authoriz a­
tion, good for one year, may be extended for 
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one more. Mter lease termination, the ves­
sel must be "nationalized" to continue op­
eration. 

Foreign vessels not on lease may fish with­
in the outer 100-mile zone when authorized. 
Authorization for a maximum of one year is 
renewable. It will stipulate equipment and 
process permitted. 

The request for authorization to SUDEPE 
must be made by a "reliable Brazilian legal 
entity," which will assume legal and financial 
responsibilities. The application should in­
clude name, nationality, description of vessel 
and gear; also, a statement that there is room 
for an "element" designated by SUDEPE or 
the Navy to accompany vessel. 

Foreign vessels will be required to pay a 
$500 registration fee, plus a $20/ NRT fee. 
Foreign captains must: (1) use SUDEPE­
approved sailing charts; (2) know and respect 
Brazilian law, particularly concerning pollu­
tion; (3) use SUDEPE -approved equipment and 
techniques; and (4) report arrival and depar­
ture times in Brazilian waters, plus daily 
position, to the Navy. Foreign vessels can 
unload only with SUDEPE special authoriza­
tion. 

Punishing Violators 

III. "Trespassers" will be escorted to 
nearest port captain. F oreign vessels fishing 
without authorization will be prosecuted for 
smuggling. Brazil can impound the vessel, 
gear, and catch, and prosecute the captain. 
Violators also can be fined. The navy will 
ask for air force surveillance. 

IV. SUDEPE will establish catch lim its 
for species in each zone for national and for­
eign vessels. It will take other necessary 
conservation measures. 

Provisions of the law may be modified by 
treaty. (U.S. Em bas s y, Rio de Janeiro, 
April 2.) 
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PERU 
NEW FISHING LAW CONFIRMS 
200-MILE LIMIT 

Peru's new General Fisheries Law con­
firms State c ontrol over all her marine re­
sourcesupto 200 miles from the coast. The 
Ministry of F ishe ries is authorized to direct 
all fish er y development. 

M ost important, no new foreign investment 
is allowe d in the fishmeal indu stry. Existing 
foreign firms are r e quired to give up majority 
holdings. Supposedly, the transfer of c ontr ol 
is to be done without harming the interests of 
those foreign-controlled companies regarde d 
as technically and economically competitive . 

T o R edistribute Income 

A u nique plan aims to redistribute income 
among the workers through profit-sharing. 
The workers will share in the ownership and 
managem e nt of their factorie s. 

The industry is defined as public and pri­
vate, but "socially owned ll fishing c ompanie s 
also are allowed. The public s e ctor is rep­
resented by the Ministry of F ishe ries and 

autonomous public companies: Public Fish ­
eries Service Co. (EPSEP) and Public Fish­
meal and Fishoil Marketing Co. (EPCHAP). 
Private companies may be local, foreign, or 
joint ventures. 

Foreign companies must sign a cont r a c t 
with the government stating how long it will 
take to transfer at least 51% of their capital 
to local investors. 

Goals of New .Law 

Fishing companies are to be encouraged 
and developed by the State in accordance with 
a scale of priorities: first, fishing for food 
fish; second, fishing for nonfood consumption; 
third, fishing for indirect human consumption 
(fish mea!). 

The law creates a Fishing Community and 
a Fisheries Compensation Community. Both 
are designed to strengthen the fishing com­
panies and topromote social solidarity among 
workers, employers, and the State. Every 
year, each firm must deduct 22% from net 
profits, free of tax--2% for research and 
training fund; 8% in cash for communities; and 
balance of 12% toward community's share of 
firm's capital. ('Peruvian Times', April 2.) 

Flshm eal plants work round the clo ck. This is view at night. (FAO: R. Coral) 



CANADA 

SALT FISH CORPORATION HAS 
GOOD YEAR 

Despite the problems of organization and 

getting under way, the Can a d ian Saltfish 

Corporation (CSC) was able to s e ll all the 

saltfish available and could have sold much 

more during its first period of operation. 

Sales in such areas as New York, Puerto 

Rico, the Caribbean I s I and s (particularly 

Jamaica), Portugal, and Italy were bigger 

than ever; CSC also sold in new areas, such 

as Chicago. 

CSC has a staff of 35, including 8 quality­

control inspectors. The latter's presence 

has improved the market's reputation. 

In Short Supply 

The maj or pr oblem now facing CSC is in­

adequate supply. Two years ago, the govern­

ment had to buy up vast quantities of surplus 

salt fish for its foreign-aid program to save 

fishermen from economic disaster; now CSC 

is finding that it cannot supply its market 

demand. This is true particularly of lightly 

salted fish for which U.S. and Italian demand 

considerably exceed supply. CSC officials 

have been meeting with fishermen to assure 

increased supply this ye ar. 

Why the Change? 

The causes for this change are not com­

pletely clear. To some extent, this is because 

of increased competition for fish from frozen­

fish trade. Market prices there have risen 

sharply, so the trade is buying more fish. The 

frozen -fish trade does not require fishermen 

63 

to be con c ern e d about 11 added -on -value, 11 

which salting and curing do require. 

In addition to Newfoundland, Nova Scotia 

and Quebec supply salt fish to the world. It 

is expected that these Provinces will join CSC 

this ye ar. The supply of salt fish from New 

Brunswick and Prince Edward Island is com­

paratively small; their membership would not 

appreciably affect market. (U.S. Consulate, 

St. John's) 

* * * 
BRITISH COLUMBIA'S 1970 HERRING 
SPAWN WAS WELL ABOVE AVERAGE 

The 3 -year closure of British Columbia's 

herring fishery appears to have achieved its 

goal of returning deposition alongs its shores 

to adequate levels. The 1970 spawn deposi­

tion has exceeded substantially the 25 -year 

average, reports the Canadian Department of 

Fisheries. 

Department's Report 

11 In 1970, 290 miles of spawn were depos­

ited in British Columbia waters, over twice 

as much as in 1969 and well above the 25-year 

(1940 -64) average of 199 miles, 11 a department 

report stated. Spawning abundance was above 

average in most subdistricts, ex c e p t for 

Northern and Upper West Coast of Vancouver 

Island (only satisfactory levels), and Queen 

Charlotte Island and Southern Mainland, which 

are still below average. 

The spawning in Feb.-Mar. 1971 would in­

dicate whether resumption of fishing would be 

possible this year. Several thousand tons al­

ready have been taken in the food fishery. 



SOUTH PACIFIC 

AUSTRALIA 

VALUE OF FISHERIES DE LINED 
IN 1969/70 

In 1969170 (July 1, 1969-June 30, 1970) 

total exvessel value of fish, crustae a, and 

mollusc was US$63,530,OOO, $458,000 blow 

previous sea son and first d c 1 i n sinc 

1957158. These are preliminary figur s of 

Bureau of Census and Statistics . 

Spiny Lobster Value Dropp d 

The decline was due almost ntlrely to a 

2711/0 drop in value of spiny lobst r catch -­

$29,830,000to$21,864,000 . Th catchdropp d 

1311/0 from 28,884,000 pounds in 1968/69 to 

25,160,000 pounds in 1969170. In \\' st rn 

Australia, the main lobster-producing tate, 

the catch fell to 15,294,000 pounds, low st 

since 1957158. 

Shrimp Catch Value Rose 

The 1969/70 shrimp production increased 

in quantity and value. Catch was 29, 290,000 

pounds, up 3711/0 from previous season; value 

rose 4711/0 ($15,42 0,000). Shrimp is Australia IS 

second most important fishery . 

The value of oyster production rose, but 

scallop dropped 2011/0 to $906,372. Abalone 

production increased 1311/0 from previous sea­

son. Australianwet-fish landing for 1969/70 
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incrc'as d in quantity and valtlP; a T' cord tuna 

catch in l. T 'W South \Valf s was maln r ason. 

Dr spit slump 10 lobstf'T' catch, V st rn 

Australia r tain d 1tS posltlon as Australla's 

1 ading fishing stat , (' Australian I lsh ri s I) 

* * 
HAl E TO IF ... THIC SY TE 11 

ustralia has conv ~rt d to th m tric sys­

t In. It vill tak 10 y ars to chang ov r 

compi t Iy an cost ab t U 112 mlll1on. 

D spit thl, ustralia 15 xp cting gr at 

b n fit , At pr s nt, Japan, h r major trad­

ing partn r, p nahz 5 crt a 1 n Austral"an 

imports that do not conform to m tnc yst m , 

900/0 of \ orld U _ tdc yst m 

bout 90(110 of the orld us s th m tric 

ystem, and 75'70 of vorld trad is transacted 

in m tric units, Th only maJor countr'e 

reSisting chang ar the . :::; . and Canada . 

In East sia, many countries hav adopt d 

the metric syst m , 0 have 'ew Zealand 

and outh Africa, 

On Feb . 15 , 1971. Britain changed to the 

decimal system. One pound now is divided 

into 100 pence , each worth 0 .024 . The trans­

sition was smooth and painless . Com'ersion 

is expected to be completed by 1975. 



AFRICA 

SOUTH AFRICA 

PILCHARD QUOTAS CUT 

Growing concern in South and South-West 

Africa over the effect of heavy fishing on 

pelagic shoal fish stocks is reflected in the 

1971 quotas for the 8 factories on the coast 

of South -West Africa. Seven are in Walvis 

Bay, one in Luderitz. There is a sharp cut 

in the amount of pilchards the factories can 

catch for their canneries and meal plants. 

This could lead to a reduction in South African 

canned pilchards on world markets. 

There has been a spreading intrusion of 

anchovy among pilchards off South-West 

Africa and, to an even greater extent, among 

related stock to the south off South lIfrica's 

Cape Province. 

year; anchovy increased from 327,000 tons 

in 1967 to 365,000 tons in 1968 and 437,000 

tons in 1969. 

In South-West African waters during 1970, 

the ratio of anchovy to pilchards in the catch 

was about 1 ton in 5. In South African waters, 

to Sept. 1970, the pilchard catch was only 

46,000 tons; anchovy catch, 237,000 tons. 

Pilchard Quota Cut 

The government is trying to prevent the 

South -West African anchovy intrusion from 

growing to level in South African waters. It 

has slashed pilchard quota for each factory 

from 90,000 tons to 45,000 tons, plus a 

45,000-ton quota for anchovy. 

A Cape west coast fjlchard and maasbanker canne ry and fish reduction plant. 

Pilchard & Anchovies 

During the past 3 years, the amount of 

pilchards received by the shore factories has 

been between 1.1 and 1.4 million short tons a 
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The South-West Africa pelagic shoal fish­

ing season was shortened by two months this 

year. It started Feb. 15 and will close Sept. 

15. ('Fishing News International') 


