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Gll i llall : W e i lllpo rt a/Jollf $ / .3 
/Jilli o ll 11 /0 1'1' .fi llt alld ji, hery p rodll C!.1 

I/WII H 'e expOrf . F o r eig ll lIalio ll.l a r e 

/J ecolllill g II/ o r e aIfill elll ; Ihey ar e 

e([ling lII o r e ./i.llt , and Ih e d o lla r It ([ .1 

heell sillkill g ill 1'([/11 1'. H OH' " ' ill I lt e~e 

c/e l'e/opll le lll .1 ([j recI lit e U .S. jil heriel? 

Sch o nin g: I think it inev it a bl e th a t 
th e re will be increased co mpe titi o n 
o f e ri o us co nce rn to th e U .S. fis hin g 
industry. But that ca n be turn ed to 
our a d vantage . Man y o f our processo rs 
a re exp a ndin g their ca pabiliti es with 
th e additi o n o f fore ign ca pita l . If th e 
d o llar co ntinues to sink in valu e a nd 
the dem a nd fo r fi sh increases in th e 
na ti o ns which ca tch th e fi sh- and I 
a m sure th e latte r will occur- it will 
tax th e in ge nuit y o f th e U .S. com me r
c ia l fi shin g industry . The re w ill be 
so m e pro bl e ms, some ve ry diffic ult 
o nes. But I a m co n vinced th e 
indu stry w ill res po nd in a meanin gful 
way a nd by such acti o n will re ta in a 
via bl e U. S . comme rci a l fis hin g indus
try to suppl y our co nsume rs w ith th e 
fi sh th ey d ese rve a nd w a nt. 

GlIi llall: We ojit.'11 Iteor I/WI cerroi n 

.1 egllle ll 1.1 of lite ji~ltillg illdllslry are 

".Iic"". W lticlt are Ihe.le? 

Sch o nin g: I\l 0s t , if not a ll . fis he ri es 
have pro bl em. But th ose I conside r 
"sic k" a re th e o nes whe re th e re h as 
bee n very heavy fo re ign fis h ing e n 
c roach m ent o n th e s tocks. Fo r exa m 
ple, in N ew E ngla nd . for a hundred 
years o r more o ur fishe rme n h ave 
fi shed th e stocks a nd caught la rge 
numbers of fis h . But th ey ha l e bee n 
a bl e. b) th e ir fis hin g pra cti ces. to keep 
th e sto cks o n a good p rodu c i ng bas is. 
But th e \ e r) large fo re ign effort has 
reduced m a ny s tocks to a poi nt \\ here 
we c a n no lo nge r ma ke a reasonable 
pro fit fro m fi shin g th e m . 

Gllilll/II: W ill Iltil lilill/lioll «llIlillll(? 

Scho nin g: Th e~ a re goi ng ILl "t a~ In 
thi s conditi o n until - in m~ j ud gme nt. 
a t leas t- th e fo re ign effort i" e ither 

elimin a ted e ntire l) fo r certalll ~pecle~ 
o r \ e ry sha rpl ] res tn cted. And a con
side ra bl e pe ri o d of ti me m u ~t be gl\en 
to brin gin g th ese stod .s bad,. Certainl~ 
th e N ew En gla nd g ro und ti~ h e r) i~ In 
th is category. So me o ff th e ""c~t coaq 
a re, too, suc h as Pacific O cea n perch 
off W as hin gto n a nd Orego n a nd ~ome 
of th e g ro undfis h in A l a~ k a. 

GlIillall: ~V/WI ({r(,lOlIl(, .. It ('([/1 It.' .. 

.fi.lheries? 

Scho nin g: The tun a fis he r) is \er~ 

"hea lth y"-at least th e Pac ific tu na
a lth ou gh th e inc reased fo re ign effort 
with a ccompa nyin g di s rega rd of regu
la ti o ns a nd th e ex pa nd in g program in 
vessel constru cti o n are causing us 

great conce rn o n a world"" ide basis . 
Shri m p, as a w ho le, is a lso "health)." 

Gllillall: }'Oll //(I\'e II 1('11 I iOIl(,c/ III1c/er
IIlili::ec/ Ipecin. " NA If-S doing ({II\"

Iltillg aholll Iltelll? 

Scho nin g: A consi derable amount. 

a nd we ho pe to d o more. Our scientists 
have accu m ul ated in formation regard
in g ce rta in species that the) think are 
in su ffic ie nt abundance to justif) long
term commercial fisheries. We are 
m a kin g p lans to embark on e .... plora
to ry. harvest ing. and marketing pro
g ra ms o n certain of these species. 

Gllin({lI: Which olin? 

Schoning: We hale one project 
underway right no\\ \\ ith Jonah crab 
a nd red crab a nd squid in e\\ Eng
land. We are also consideri ng 1\ orki ng 
\\ith ocean q uahog-a large clam
and \\ith croakers in the Gulf. Another 
species is poll ock In the Bering 
Sea. There is con iderable industr) 
cooperatio n in such efforts and that IS 
th e \\a) \\ e li k.e to go. 

Gllilll/II: H OH do .1'011 1('11 III( It /lfl/l'

"1101\'11 p/'(.dIlCfI? 

Schoning: Our markeling pel'pic 
are \l o rk ing on that \l arkeung. pla~ 
a ke~ ro le in the \\tlrk In '\, 1.'\1 England. 
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One 01 the thing th'll ha tII11UI.IICU 
thl'> prllgr.lI11 ha l'eel1 keell IllUlI In 
Intere,>1 In the IIIrl'lgl1 Ill.lrkel (Ir 
,qUid 

\VI.' generall\ helie\e thdl there I 
a place rllr "-\H '> III he II1I"hed 111 

mar!..etlng and de\ L'lpplng I11Mkel 
for lIndcrutillled 'pecic'>, dClci<'I'llig 
e .... pllrt mar!..e!'> Illr 'pLLle lIot \ et 
popular III Ihe L nllcd '>1 Ill'. ,md 
del eillping Illelhlld, tIl pre' 'Ill Ihe 
product In J palalahle \\,1\ .lfld 1113"1.' 

people a\l arc III It 

GlllnUIl. I/{I" "h(lill "'lllll( lI/fll/. 

Schonlng . I alll Clln\lnCed that .lYlid 
culturc can cllntrihute ,uh.,tanti.i1h to 

our 'lIppl~ llf prlllel11 --\Ithllugh 1"111 Ihli 
sure that large. tanglhle hen.:lit \1111 

come a\ YUlckl) .1' 'lIme nf the 11111le 
hopeful people helie\e 

Gllill({lI: II/WI il \' \11)"1 pUll /1/ 

lIie ({(llIllcII/lllr, fl/( III 1'( ? 

~choning . I Icel that 0. \II ~ ,huul I 
do much of thc re,eareh t,1 JL'I1lllll 
strate that certain apprl'achc ,m: p" 
,ihle and reali~tic. Once \\e JII de\L'i111' 
techlllque,> and prueedurc' , then our 
!..no\\ledge ,hlluld he turned o\er t(' 

pri \ ate i ndu,t r: r"r lu nhcr 1I 'e 

GIIIII( I II/wI til'( IOIII( (I/IIr, '1"
(/,'1 \ ' \/ f S I" (lI''''''~ (III? 

SchllJlIJlg . Pan-'ll\.! ,,,IIllOIl . ~h"lllp. 
and other '>helll"h. 

Gililltlll: /, 'h. 1"lhl/e I (I' f' 
ill/(irllI('(/ UhOIlII( lit/II' 

Schllnlng \\ e .1rL tr} lilt! III publJ h 

re\ult .h YUle!.." .I p" Ible III aprr,' 
pnate ,clcntlflL II1Urn.11 \\ L .IrL I () 
cOIl1Il1UniC.ltln!! the re ull'> 10 Indt. tn 
and LIther, \\ ho might f'nd them \11 U I.' 

G'l/lIl1/l . II( 11r'1( 111(1/"1 ,II( ( ) 

1/1 1/1, \1 ('\ 01 (It \, lop 1/ • (/(1"( ( r 

')Lhunlng \ numher I (r t: .I1T·PIt.: 
-and [hi lone that pc 'P L dl n I 
nLlrmalh thin" of II partl ul,if 
t\ pe 01 .1'lU,lculture re4ulr ilt--
tantlal nUPlher 01 pond lor H.ann 



there are some real problems. Water
fro nt acreage and the taki ng away of 
la rge water areas for this purpose is 
becoming prohibitive both from the 
standpoint o f cost and a vailability . 
Some compani es are going to foreign 
countries where the land associated 
with 'Water is mo re readily available. 
Developing or finding an acceptable 
food for th e youn g is another problem. 

Gll inan : H OI\" do NMFS's dforls 
II I lICf Il I/( II lilt re imam t \I'i th those of 
other agencie.l? 

Schonin g: I think th a t there will be 
a \e ry significant part in the aquacul 
ture future fo r NM FS. NOAA. private 
industr} . the States, and the universi
ties. T he mo re coordinated cooperation 
we can get in thi s cha llenging pro
gram, the more productive we can be 
and the qUIcker we can utilize the 
results We are wo rkin g with many 
nov. 

Gllinan. Do you helie l'e NMFS hm 
a rnpon.lihility 10 condll c t research 

and del 'eloplll ent o n different-el'en 
rel'oliltionary-fishery gea r lind 

lIIethods? 

Schoning: I am convinced we should 
do more of it. 

Guinlln: NMFS is prohably the 
11Irgest single elll ployer of fis h ery 
hiologist.1 in the I\"orld. Whllt \I'o llid he 
YOllr adl 'ice to 1I stu dent entering this 
jield? 

Scho nin g: I think the individua l 
should be keenly inte rested in the 
work itself. The monetary bene fit s 
should be secondary. The perso n 
shou ld be dedicated to working hard . 

Gllinan: !.I the Ph . D . 1I reqllisite? 

Schoning: No. As a prospective 
employer , I would be mo re inte rested 
in hirin g someone with a well-rounded 
background-with a coll ege degree, 
but who has at tributes such as a deter
mination to work hard , a willingness 
to cooperate, ingenuity , a des ire to 

Sport fishermen catch nearly two-thirds the edible commercial marine fish catch according to Director 
Schon ing . 

accep t respon ibility a nd to make 
decisions . To me , these are more im
portant than th e additional academic 
training as such . Certainl y, I don't 
mean th a t additi onal educational 
training is not va luable . It is very 
valu able. 

Gllinlln: Are th ere pllrticulllr cOllrses 

.1'011 think prospect il'e elllploy ees sh ollid 

IlIke? 

Schoning: Yes . I would strongly 
urge th e people to take addi ti o nal 
training in writin g and public speak
ing . 

Gllinlln: What aiJollt elllploY lllent 
oPPorlll nitie:, ji)r \I'Olllen? 

Schoning: Th ey are good. 

Gllillan: At the pr()!'e.l.lionillle l·eI? 

Schoning: At the protessional leve l. 
For exampl e, a wel l-known fisheries 
technologist. Mary Thompson, is 
Deputy Directo r of our Southeast 
Fisherie Center in Mi ami. This is a 
key position. She is doing a fine job . 
The re are others, too. 

Gllillan: There lire aiJollt 9.5 lIIi/lion 
.IPOrl fis h erlll en \I'ho seek 1II11rill e fish. 
Whllt is their esti lllllt ed (,(lI c h? 

Schoning: When you consider o nl y 
edible a ltwater fi h, their catch is 
close to two-thirds the commercial 
catch. A nd the recreational catch 
figures do not include shellfish . We 
do not have a fix on the amount of 
shellfish caught by recreational flsher
men . 

Glfinan: H OI\" i,l NMFS ,Iee /..ill g {() 
illlpro l'e rec relltionill/ilhillg? 

Schoning: In the past. most of our 
effort has been directed toward some 
of th e more exot ic species known to be 



fished by ocean big game fi hermen. 
These would be the billfi she and o me 
of th e sharks. We are going to c ncen
trate ou r effort more along the lines of 
research, trying to get basic needed 
info rm at io n about the life hist o ry and 
habit a nd abundance and numbe rs 
caught of these and other species-
pecies of importance to the peo

ple who don 't go so far to sea to fish 
but fish closer to or from the shore. 

We plan to work with the introduc
tion of Pacific salmon in New England . 
We a re very hopefu l that thi s will 
develop into a real fine sport fis hery . 

Gllillan: YOII hal'e lII entiolled ~e l 'e ral 

illt erestillg del 'e lop ill ellt-s. H oII' do p eo

ple ge t II /ore illj(lr/llation II/JOllt tli elll? 

Schoning: The simplest way is to 
contact our people in th e regio ns. W e 
have peopl e spread o ut a ll ove r th e 
nati o n . Or you can contact the Wash
in gton office . 

Gllillan: What is th e NMFS role in 

tlie Grew Lak es? 

Schoning: W e a re o ut of th e biologi
ca l research work th e re, but com mer
cial fishin g a nd ce rt a in associa ted 
activities are till our respo ns ibility . 

Gllillan: Th e Mllrill e Malll/llal Pro

tection Act becaille lall' ill D eceillber 

1972. What is NMFS doill g IIl1der it? 

Scho nin g: In Commerce we have th e 
re ponsibilit y for whales , porpoises, 
sea ls, a nd sea li o ns. The purpo e of the 
Act, essentially, i to prohibit the cap
ture a nd impo rta ti o n of marine mam
mals and m arine ma mmal products. 
We have a ve ry ac ti ve part in admin
is te ri ng the act. 

o me of th e mo t ignificant research 
work, both in biological and gear re
earch, recentl y ha been done o n th e 

incidenta l capture of porpoises in th e 
yell owfin tuna fi hery. We are trying 

to develop procedures and gear a nd 
techniques to reduce or e li minate thiS 
incide ntal killin g of porpoises . The 
work looks promising. 

Gllillall: What a/Jollt th l' .IiiI' lelll 

progl'll ill ill th l' Prihilof 1.l/lIlIdl? 

Schoning: The Act ve ry clearl y e.\
empts the lo ng- ta ndin g program of 
ha rves tin g fur sea ls in th e Pribil of 
I la nds. This i o ne of the c lassics of 
ma rin e ma mma l management. It has 
been goin g o n s ince before the turn of 
th e century . It is sound , well planned , 
and coordin a ted. 

Gllillall: A fel\' per.wlIlIl (j1l1',llioll.\ lit 

Ihis POi /II , please. D o YOIl lik e ({) }i.lh? 

cho nin g: Yes, a lth ough I haven't 
done a mu c h of it lately as I would 
like to. In comi ng from the Pacific 
Northwest , where I spent essentially 
m y entire life, I confined my fishing 
prim a ril y to salmo n and some mi cel
la neo us sa lt -water species . 

Gllillllll: Wlwl i.1 .1'0111' ./lll'orile l'al

ing fish? 

Schoning: Pacific a lm on. There is 
no question in my mind about that. I 
have eaten it for a great many years. I 
have tri ed fish a ll over the country. 
Although I like a great number of 
them, I'm still very partial to Pacific 
sa lm on, particu larly when it'~ fre~h 

and broiled. 

Gllillllll: AllY Ipeciji( recipel? 

Schoning: 0, that's handled bj 
other member of the family. I ju~t cat 
it, enjoy it. and leave the coo\"'ing to 
the experts . 

Gllillllll: Hell 'e .1'011 Iried lilly of the 
IIl1de/'lltili::edlpe( iel? 

choning: For a recent meeting 
where we made a presentation to the 
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Pre~ldent's Co~t of 1.1\ Ing ( \luncil 
ubcommlttee on 1'(lOd llur ,tall prt: 

pared a number of di,he\ frol11 unJer
utilized ~pecle~ I practlcall) deHlured 
the ent ire ~uppl) of "qUid 111\\elf It 
was marinated and It Wil~ \a) dellLlllu, 
As I recall, thl~ Wil\ 111) lir\t e\pll\Ure 
to it. and I hope It \\111 not be m\ 1.I,t 
There are some other underutili/ed 
pecles- J onah crab. red crab, "nd 

dogfish- I have tried In the p" ... t anJ 
li\...ed . 

GIIIII(l/I: Do \ 011 plllll (/(>1(' COO{', 1'11-

lioll Il'Ilh OIlier 1I~(,IIC1l'1 IIlId or~lIlIi

::lIliol/l illl<'l'I'\I('d III /11111'111(' ,Iilh,'I'I, I? 

Scholllng: Yes . I am determined 
that we will ma\...e an even greater 
effort I n I f- to solicil and care
fully e\ aluate a nd IIlcorporate , \\ here 
appropriate, the \leW, of our C(ln,tlt 
uenc) at an carl) stage In the de\elllp
ment of our program~ I Include 
among our constltucnc) the \P,lrt 
fisher, IIlterests , the commerCial li\h
IIlg I ndustr" tate agencle\ (lther 
Federal agencies, the Unl\er~ltle" and 
consenatlon group ... I e\pect tll hlllJ 
their feet to the fire in prl)\ldlng U\ 
their \IC\\S as \\C gll along In de\el
oplllg and Implementing our PHI
gram~. We want to get idea, Irol11 .111 
these people. We recognlle the) ha\ e 
e:>..pertise, \...no\\ledge . good idea ... , dnd 
we want to ma\...e the be ... t u~e 'If these 
Undoubtedl} we \\111 not u ... e all l f 
them but I am Lontident Illan) \\ ill 
be helpful. 

Being appointed a... Direl:\or III 
N r--I F 1\ a great hllnllr Illr me ,nJ a 
trcmcndous challenge. I am \er\ c -
Cited abLlut it. I Illll\... f,lf\\ard t(l \\or\...
ing c1osel) \\ ith .III th,l ... e \\ ho h.t\ e 
thiS Sdme goal llf nlllre \iable ,tnJ 
product I \ e Clllllmerl:1 al and port 
fisheries III the L nllcd ">tate . \\ IIh the 
competent. :\1f-5 tilll "nd th" help 
of all other Interc ... teJ partie l.tm 
con \ I nccd \\ e can Il1Lt \...e me,tnlll 'Iu I 
progre ...... . \\'e can, \\ e IllU t. .... c hall 



Undersized Halibut Fillets Discovered 

Notice has been given to importers 
of halibut from Japan that in pection 
of several samples of recent imports 
contained fill ets which were deter
mined to be from undersi zed halibut. 
The National Marine Fisheries Service 
has reason to be li eve th a t the halibut. 
from which some fill ets were obtained, 
were cau ght in contrave nti o n o f Japan
ese do mestic law including regul a ti o ns. 
United States law prohibits th e im 
porta ti o n of such fillets from under
sized halibut which were taken in 
viola ti o n of the laws or regulations of 
J apan . 

The J a panese G ove rnment has a 
26-inch (66 c m) minimum si ze limit 
on halibut caught in th e o rth Pacific 
O cean, Bering Sea, a nd Okh otsk Sea, 
inclusive, throu ghout the year. This 
minimum size limit is identical with 
the size limits esta blished in th e eastern 
Bering Sea pursua nt to th e Inter
national Conventi on fo r th e Hi gh Seas 
Fisheries of the North P aci fic Ocean . 

Under the prov is ions of 16 U.s.c. 
851-856, inter ali a. it is unl awful fo r 
any person to deliver o r receive for 
transportation, o r to transport . by any 
means whatsoeve r, in inte rstate o r 
foreig n commerce, any fis h , if such 
person knows o r in th e eJl.erc ise of due 
care should kn ow th at ( I) such de
live ry or trans po rt a ti on is contra ry to 
the law of any fore ign country fro m 
which such fish is found or transpo rted . 
or (2) such fish has been either caught, 

LORAN-A System 
To Be Continued 

On June 6, 1973 , the u.s. Coast 
Guard issued a no tice to mariners stat
ing th at it intends to continue the 
LORAN -A system in the U .S. until a 
system that is a reasonably adequate 
replacement is operating . Any changes 
will be given widespread publicity wel l 
in advance and a reasonable period 
of concurrent system operation will 
be provided to allow mariners to con
vert. 

h.i1led, tah.cn. sold . purchased. pos~c~s
cd. or transported, a t a ny tim e, con
trary to the law of the foreign country. 
in which it was caught. h.illed. tah.en , 
o ld , purchased, or possessed . o r from 

which it was transported . In addition , 
it is unlawful to purchase or receive 
any fish , if such person h.nows, or in 
in the exercise of due care should 
h.now , that uch fish had been tran~

ported in violation of the above. 
The a tional Marine Fisheries 

Ser\ ice is now in the proces~ of estab
lishing procedure under which im
ports will be examined and tests con
ducted to determine if fillets from 
illegal fish are contained In the ship
ment. 

In o rder to avoid a \iolati o n of this 
law , importers of halibut or halibut 
fillet a re accordingly ad\i ed to no tify 
their ve nd o rs and consignors of thi s 
notice and to tah.e sueh other mea ures 
as may be necessary to prevent the 
importation of undersizeu halibut or 
fillet from under-sized halibut from 
J apan . 

Blum to Manage 
Sea Mammal Program 

The appointment of Joseph R. Blum, 
33 , as Marine ]\.Iammal Coordinator 
in the National Marine Fisheries Ser
vice has been announced by the Com
merce Department's ational Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Admi ni stratio n . 

The Fisheries Service's responsibili
ties were great ly expanded by passage 
of th e Marine Mammal Protection 
Act of 1972 when the Service was 
assigned the management, enforce
ment, and administrative functions of 
that portion of the legis la ti o n that 
deals wi th seals, sea I ions, whales, and 
porpoises. 

NMFS Director Robe rt W . Schoning 
sa id : "W e a re fortun ate to have a man 
of Mr. Blum 's experience and capabil
ities in thi s ex tremel y important 
posit iun . We feel he has special co m-
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petence because of his trainin g a nd 
expe rti se. e~pec i a ll y In s itu a ti o n~ 

demanding fu ll cooperati o n between 
the various ta tes a nd the Federal 
Government." 

Mr. Blum's most recent assignme nt 
was as Deputy Commis~ioner of the 
Alash.a Department of Fish and Game 
in Jun eau. H e has represented A laska 
on a number of State and State-Federal 
groups working on fish and game prob
lenl',. partlcu larl, on reducing State
f-ederal conflicts and overlap. Another 
of his assignments in A lash.a dealt 
With marine mammal habitat with a 
goal of minimiZing or eliminating 
hazarus to marine mammals. 

New Federal Loan 
Law Aids Fishermen 

Certain provi Ions of the new 
Federal hip Financing Act of 1972 
a re of particular interest to the fishing 
industry and those v"ho finance fishing 
\essels . according to the Commerce 
Department's ational Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration . 

The Act simplifie paper work. 
liberalizes refinancing. and makes 
the program more attractive to lender 
who finance commercial fishing ves
sels . Lenders participating in the new 
program will no longer have to secure 
their loans by \es el mortgages or 
other col lateral. The lender will be 
protected by a U.S. Government 
guarantee of the obliga ti on. The 
Government and the borrower will 
then make secu rity arrangements 
without the lender's involvement. 

Among o th e r things. th e Act pro
vides for a Fishing Vessel Obliga tion 
Guarantee Program to be ad ministered 
by NOAA's National Marine Fisheries 
Service. The new program is designed 
to increase private financia l responsive
ness to the investment capital needs 
of th e U.S. commercial fishing fleet. 

By guaranteeing obli gations such as 
notes , bonds . debentures , or o ther 
forms of indebtedness , the new pro
gram assures lenders that they will be 
repaid as agreed when they make loans 



to commercial fish erme n to help finance 
or refinance up to 75 percent of th e 
cost of constructing, reconstructing, 
or reconditioning commercial fishing 
vessels. 

NMFS Director Robert W. Schoning 
said that if a borrower subsequentl y 
defaults in paying a guaranteed obli
gation, the Commerce Department 
would pay the lender the obli gation's 
entire unpaid principal and interest 
balance. He sa id the full faith and 
credit of the Commerce Department 
a nd the U.S. Government will be 
pledged to pay ment of the guarantee. 
Loa ns for construction may be for a 
peri od of up to 15 years or even longer 
if circumsta nces warrant , but terms 
for reconstructi o n or reconditioning 
loa ns would usually be of shorter 
duration than those for new vesse ls. 

M r. Schoning said the new program, 

which supersedes the old F ishing 
Vessel Mortgage and Loan Insurance 
program, can be used in conjuncti on 
with the NM FS ad ministered Capital 
Construction Fund program. The la t
ter program allows deferment of tax
ation on certain inco me from comme r
cia l fishing operations wh en such 
income is deposited in a Capita l 
Construction Fund for subsequent 
use in constructing, acquIrlng, or 
reconstructing a commerci al fis hing 
vessel. Such funds may , for exampl e, 
be deposited and withdrawn by a 
borrower to pay installments due o n 
an obligation guaranteed under the 
Fishing Vessel Obligation Gu ara ntee 
program. 

M r. Schoni ng said that all com
ments and questions co ncern ing the 
new programs may be addressed to 
the Nationa l M arine Fisheri es Serv ice. 

Marine Mammal Progress Is Told 

The Commerce Department granted 
no letters of exemption permitting th e 
commercial ki llin g of marine mam
mals during the first six months fol
lowi ng passage of the Marine Mammal 
Pro tection Act of 1972, Secretary of 
Commerce Frederick B. Dent said on 
August I , following release of a pro
gress report on admi nistration of the 
Act. 

Of 50 appli cations concerning 
marine mammals submitted during the 
period covered by the report , the 
Secretary said , three appli cations were 
denied. These appli ed to two companies 
engaged in the sale of captured marine 
mammals in the U nited States and 
abroad , a nd one company whose 
business was based on the tanning of 
seal a nd sea lion pelts . 

Applications were withdrawn by 
one company interested in impo rtin g 
10,000 seal sk i ns, by another wanting 
to capture killer whales, and by two 
scientific researchers . A ltogether, the 
rejected o r withdrawn applications 
concerned about 13,000 anima ls. 

Thirteen exemptions were approved , 
principall y covering the use of li ving 

anima ls for scienti fic study or display. 
The great majo rity of these animals 
were tagged for scienti fic pu rposes 
and released back to the wi ld. 

A s of mid -June, 30 applications 
were pending. 

Th e Ma rine Mammal Protection 
Act was signed into law by President 
Nixon on Octo ber 2 1, 1972, and took 
effect December 2 1. It establishes a 
nation al morato rium o n the taki ng or 
import ati on of ma rine mammal prod
ucts. It stipul ates th at a series of 
legal , sci entific, and technological 
steps be taken in a sustai ned effort to 
maintain-and if necessary rebu ild
popul ati o ns of marine mammals. T he 
Secretary of Comme rce is respo nsible 
fo r th e ma nagement a nd conservati o n 
of po rp oises , sea li o ns, seals and 
whales; the Secreta ry of th e Interi o r 
for all o the r ocean ma mmals . 

A mong the actions of major im
port a nce taken durin g the December
June implementati on peri od of the 
Act , th e repo rt notes the fo llowin g: 

Establi shing interim regul ati ons 
governing the granting of exempti ons 
to individuals and organi zati ons. 
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Esta bli shin g a policy gove rnin g 
exempti o ns to research scienti sts 
which recogni zes that continuin g 
in vesti ga ti o n of marine ma mm al li fe
cycles-hi ghl y necessa ry to th e broad 
aims of the Act- depends on th e a bility 
of researchers to acquire certa in a ni 
mals . 

Establi shing a policy rega rding ex
empt ions to displ ay o rgani zati o ns (sea
qua riums a nd the like) which recog
ni zes the educati o nal and aesthet ic 
values of marine ma mmal exhibits to 
the publi c. 

Adoptin g a poli cy th at exempti o ns 
will be granted onl y to appli cants who 
will maintain cont rol of the animals, 
rat her than coll ecting th em fo r resale. 

Establi shing regu lat io ns governin g 
handling a nd mainte nance of captive 
marine mammals to assu re their well 
being. 

Concluding cooperative enforce ment 
arrangements between the Federal 
Government and ten States whose 
geograph ic locations involve them in 
marine mammal activ it ies. 

Creating a coll ection of abstracts of 
scienti fic information on marine mam
mals , encompassing 66 species. 

Setting as ide one of the Pribilof 
Islands off A laska as a research area 
for the nort hern fur seal on which 
commercial harvesti ng has been 
halted for a period of years . 

Undertaking a diversified scientific 
and technological study designed to 
reduce to the lowest achievable point, 
porpoise mortal ity stemming from tuna 
fis hing methods used in the eastern 
tropical Pacific. 

Requiring Environmental Impact 
Statements when large numbers of 
ind ividual species are involved. 

Proposing cooperative international 
acti o ns to conserve and protect 
mari ne mammals. 

Knecht Heads Coast 
Environment Office 

Robert W . Knecht has been named 
Di rector of the Office of Coastal En
viro nment, a un it of the Commerce 
Department's ational Oceanic and 
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