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Tokyo Fisheries 
Attache is Named 

The Commerce Dt:partmt:nt\ 
National Oceanic and tmo\phenc 
Administration has annount:t:d the 
appo intment ot L orr) \[ a l.. ab u. 
47, a career employee 01 the atlonal 
Marine Flshenes Ser\lce. a, 
Regi o na l Fishenes Attache to Tol..} 0 
He re places Clinton E At l..lI1son who 
has held the po ition slI1ce 1966 and 
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DECO Fi sh Catch Drops , Imports Gain 
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~he ll fish prices advanced to record 
leve ls on world markets. M os t n o table 
were increases in impo rt s of she llfi h 
by France and Japa n . Shortages of 
certain U.S. fil lets a nd blocks caused 
s imilar ri se in prices for those products . 
Indi cations are that pe r capita con­
sumpti o n resumed its upward trend 
a nd would have been more pronounced 
had suppli es of products been ava il ab le. 

In practicall y a ll countries . a n im­
ba la nce between suppl y a nd demand 
fo r pro te in foods result ed in steep 
price ri ses for m a ny ag ri c ultura l a nd 
fishery products. 

Improved ea rnin gs in th e fishing 

sector were noted eve n th o u gh many 
of th e maj o r catches were less th a n in 
prev io us yea rs. V esse l cons tru c ti o n 
a nd o pe ra tin g costs continued to in ­
crease . Although ea rnin gs were favor­
able. th ere was no ev id ent reduction 
in government financial aid give n to 
fisheries . Some reducti o ns were noted 
in o pe ra ti o na l su bsidies in a few 
countries but littl e. if a ny. reductions 
were made in th e suppo rts provided to 
shipbuildin g. Indi cations were that 
more favorable fina nci a l returns stimu­
la ted more fis hermen a nd vesse l owners 
to take ad van tage of w h a tever a is­
ta nce was ava il able to improve their 
fishing eq uipm e nt. 

An inte ns ifica ti o n of internationa l 
coope ra ti ve acti o n showed some pro­
gress toward th e advancement of fish­

eries a nd the conditions under which 
fisheries are operated. The U.N Con­
ference on the Law of the Sea continued 
it s e\,te n ive preparatory arrangements 
for the conference scheduled to get 
under way in 197-+ . The Sea-Bed Com­
mittee pro\ ided a forum for mo t 
countri es to e\,press their \ ie\~s on 
Ilsherie j uri sdiction and certain lines 
of agreement \ ere beginning to emerge. 
The .N Confer nce on H uman En­
\ ironment led to a number of antI­
pollution and consenation measure,. 

International trade b) leading 
countrie~ ~ho\\ cd that the L nlted tate, 
import~ neared S 1.-+67 million 
folkmeJ b) Japan ( 618 million), 
the nlled K ingdom ('313 million), 
France ( 227 millionl. \\'e~t German) 

($174 million). and Ital) ( 172 mIl­

lionl. The leading e\,jlMter ~\a\ Jdpdn 
($527 million). follo\\ed by anaJa 
($380 million), orwa) ( 363 mlilionl. 
De nm ark {$250 millionl. and the 
United States ($160 million). 

Australian Abalone 
Exports Expanding 

The as tonishin g expamion of the 
abalo ne fishing industr, in Australia 
is th e subject of a paper by Dr . 0 G 
J ame and Dr . June Olle ) of the Com­
monwealth Scientific and Indu\tn al 
Research Organization . Tasmania. It 
is to be presented to th e forthcoming 
World Technical Conference on i~h­

ery Products . being cOll\ened b, the 
Food and Agriculture OrganizatIOn of 
the UN (FAO). in Tok.yo from 4 to 
II December 1973 at the in\itation 
of the Govern ment of Japan. 

The paper on the abalone POlilts out 
that in the ten years since the fishery 
started commercially it has grown III 

valu e to US $10 million a year In e\­

port earnings- more than 10 percent 
of Au tralia 's total e\,port earning' 
from fi hery products . 

The aba lone. which IS a snaIl-III ... e 
marine mollu c. is taken by ul\er, 
who prise it off rocK leuges The 
commercial fishery is around the coa\h 
of Tasmania. Victona and South 
Australi a. It ha been controlled 
through the state government fi\hen 
departments from the ~tart to con,en I.' 
stocKS . 

Di\er are licensed and the number 
permitted to operate In <ln~ area I' 
limited. There 1\ abo a minimum \Ile 

limit to protect the) llung tocK 'll 
that the fisher) 1\ manageu In llrue\" 
to en,ure that the m<l\,lmum uqalllable 
) ielu I., not C\.ceeued <:'tnct Lluallt~ 

and h~ giene ,tandaru, are enfllrceu. 
all prllce Ing preml e' and llperatilln, 
belllg \ubject 10 I n'peLlHln ,iIld regula­
tion b) the llmmoll\\e,I1th Depart­
ment llf Pn man I nuu'tn 

Practlcall~ the entire catch I e Pllrl-
cd In \<In,IU, f,'rm d -\u'tr,lllan 
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Aquaculture in the Soviet Union I 
The Soviet Union has large natural 

and artificial inlano water re~erVOlr\ 

with which to develop fre~h water ano 
ubsa l ine water type farms a ... the major 

source of providing the ropulatlon 
with fi h . Soviet re~eareh In\lltute, 

have al ' 0 for everal year~ been v. or"­
ing on the oevelopment 01 manne Ilsh­
breedi ng . Thu~ , for I nstancc. t hcy ha\ c 

found a w ay to breed thc "al"an, a 
Bl ack ea \ ariet ) of pl aice 

At th e present rate 01 oc\eIl1pment. 
th e annual lish culture proouctlon v. ill 
reach 30 to 40 million tom b) IYNO 
ano account for appro'1I11ately 6<' per­
ce nt o f the total catch of Ilsh In the 

world . 
Th ere are at Ica ~t t\\O rea~om lor 

th is fish-breed in g " boom ." rir ... !. the 

concept of the In e "h a u~tlble resenes 
of fish in the world ocean ha ... pro\l;o 
to be an di u Ion no SeCl no , the 
accelerated deve lopment 01 manne 
bi ology, ecol ogy, and cn gl neen ng. 
makes It poss ible to turn fish breeding 
into an intensl\ el) de\el opeo branch 
of the economy like cattle bn~colng . 

i ncrea es proouctl v ity many times per 
area uni t, and males It hl ghl ) profit­
able and capabl e of withstanding 
compe titi on . 

A n ex perimental fa rm was set up In 
Po iet bay in the F ar E a t In 1972 to 
grow and cu ltl> ate call ops. oyster." 
trepang and some o ther "i nos o f fi sh . 
In the near future thi s region \\ill 
become one of the basic si te o f the 
devel opment of marine fish culture In 
the USSR. 

[n the Taganrog bay of the A zov 
Sea and along the Baltic coast, fish have 
been grow n i n sea ponds for two years 
now . Each acre of the water area 
y ields up to 12 metnc tons of herbl v­
orous fi sh , of carp and a sturgeon 
hybrid. Trout grown in the subsaline 
water fish ponds of the Pyarnu bay in 
the Baltic Sea develop one and a hal f 
to two times faster than in fresh water 

I The author , Sergei Doryshev IS in charge of a 
laboratory at the USSR SCientific-Research 
I nstltute of Fishing Economy and Oceanog­
raphy . HIS article is provided courtesy of the 
Novosti Press Agency , Moscow . 

and have a h lghl.:r pl.:rcl.:ntage 01 lat. 

whole net\\o r " 01 lish-hrel.:o lng 
larm\ soon to he huilt In the ~~ R 

wt ll ma"e It poss lhle til rl.:ducl.: LIlI11Il1l.:f­
cldl fishtng of SOIlll.: \alUdhk "Inos 01 
sea lish, \\hose populdtlon ha., hel.:11 
oeclinlng at .1 dt,a,trou,l) raplu I atl.:. 
\\Ithout afleetlng thl.: al1ltlunt ul IlSh 

prouucls In the ~{l\let penpk, dll.:t. 
\n(lIher Illlp(1rtant p<lrt pI thl.: prnh­

lem (II ClHltrlllled fi'h-hreedltlg I'> the 

artificial breeding 01 I1lOlrtne I"h \\hleh . 
~(I\let 'LI\.: nt"t, belle\e el1UIUlncr":d''': 
and ,uppkm..:nt thl.: natural pnpulatllln 
ChI'> I' a \l.:I\ ... ()mpk, pfl)bkm as It 
Includes the ,tud\ )1 all the ,tage' pI 
the Iish Itle e) Lie . r he Ir) obtdlnl.:d 
mu,t he In no \\a) Inkn()r tl) the 11\ 
prl)uueed h) nalur.}1 'pa\\ nlng. 

fhe drt 111\; 1 al reprouuctilln III Iish 
\\ a, Ii r,t lUL"led In t hl.: R ()n 4LII t..: 

a \\ide ,calc a, lar ba ... " a, the IlJ3()\ 

Pyornu 80y 
_ Togonrog IIoy 

~'\~~ 
and 1940's In conne tion \\ ith the 
auoptlon of measure for the control 
of the fishing economy in the asplan 
and the Azov ea. t pre ent 70 
million sturgeon fry are let out annual­
ly into the Ca pian and zo\ cas. 
This greatly exceeo the potential of 
natural spawni ng. 

Much has been also achieved in the 
artificial breeding of the Atlantic 
and Pacific sa lmon. T he Soviet Union 
has several large fish nurseries for the 
breeding of the Balt ic sa lm on and 
dozens of fish farm fo r the breedi ng 
of th e Pac i fic sa lmon . Th e producti on 
of these nurseri es is numbered in mil ­
lions of fry, w hile th e commercial 
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rl.: turn 'Ollll.:tlllll.:' alll(]unh to S to 7 
pl.:rLl:nl. Along with Japan ano thl: 
l nltl.:O ~t,jk'> thl: ~~ K Lun hl: con\ld­

l.:rl:d With thl.: largl:'>t producer'> "I 
,a l l1)on Iry. In thl: world . 

t rrl.:wnt ~oYld rl.:'>l.:arch In,>lltutl:\ 
.lfl.: <ll,o ,>tud)- I ng thl: II It: c} cit.: and 
1111grator, pattl.:rn, 01 \uch 'l:a \\akr 
Il,h a\ plalcl.:. cod and oCl.:an hl:rnng. 
r hl: rl:~earl:hl:r, arl: \\DrJ.;lng oul tel:h­
nI4Ul:'> 10 ,tlllluIOllt: gro\\th, Illdhod\ of 
IncubdtlPn ano \\,I}S pI prn\luing Ihl.: 
Idr~a<: \\ Ith 10Dd 

\t thl.: Pactfle Sl:I<:ntlllc-Ke,earch 
In\lItutl: 01 I I hlng ~ cnnll[11) and the 
In,tltult: 01 the Hllllp\(\ 01 th... (;ol III 
the In,tllUll.: nl the !:3II1ID\(! (11 thl.. ~ca 
III the R \caJcm~ 01 I..ILnl:l: In 

\ Iddl\",tll" u erte III I.. pl:nrncnt, 
M ... hClng l:.lrrteJ out tn hrl.:Ld man~ 
sca unlmdl, dnd planh . uLh OJ largl.: 
ca tall and Hher algOlL , allop. 

ll~ ter . trepang. plall:e, red fl l: 
trl)ut . mulkt Olnd pthl:r 

) 

Japan Explores Papua 
New Guinea Shrimp 

The Papua e\~ u i nean gO\ ern-
Illent recentl) permitted three Japa­
nese fi her) Arm to conouct e'peri­
mental hrimp fishing in the Gu l f of 
Papua for i'\ month. unt i l the end 
of D ecember. according to Japane e 
pres reports. T \\ 0 of the firms. K ) 0-

"uyo and H okoku Su isan. whi ch are 
cond ucting fishin g i n Papu a ew 
Guinea in pa rtn ershi p wi th A u t ra li an 
in teres ts <Gollin K yoku yo F i h i ng 
Company and ew Guinea M arin e 



Produc ts Company) pl an to opera te 
fi ve and four vesse ls, respecti ve ly, a nd 
a T aiyo-a ffili a ted tradin g fi rm w ill 
empl oy two vesse ls, fo r a to tal o f II. 

Papu a N ew Guinea , an A ustra li an 
te rrit o ry whi ch is schedul ed to be­
come a e lf-gove rnin g sta te in Decem­
ber 1973 , fo r seve ra l yea rs has been 
foc u ing a tt enti o n o n th e develo p­
ment of the fi shin g industry for esta b­
li shment of a n independe nt econo my 
and has been acti vely seekin g fo re ign 
fis hery in vestments, pa rti cul a rl y fro m 
J apan . 

Th e hrimp ex pl ora to ry survey is 
the adm ini stra ti o n 's second fis he ry 
develo pme nt project. th e fi rst be in g 
th e ski pj ack fis hin g a nd cannin g ve n­
ture by the Papua ew G u inea C a n-

Monthly Fis hery Market Review 

nin g Company , w hi ch is like ly to be­
gin co mmerci a l- ca le ope rati o ns next 
yea r with th e pa rti c ipa ti o n of J apa nese, 
Ameri can , a nd A ustra li a n interests. 

Publica tions 

Recent NMFS 
Scientific Publication 

OAA Techni cal Repo rt N M FS 
C IRC-376 . Colton, J ohn B., Jr ., and 
Ruth R . Stoddard . "Botto m-water 
temperatures on the continenta l shelf, 
N ova Scotia to New J ersey ." June 
1973 . SS p. For sa le by the Superin ­
tende nt of Docu ments , U .S. G ove rn­
ment Printin g Office, W as hin gto n, 
DC 20402 . Price: 60 cents. (N o a b­
stract. ) 

fi sh supp ly diffi culti es a nd price co m­
petit io n wi th fo re ign bu ye rs. 

BLOCKS, STICKS, 
AND PORTIONS 

The block sho rt age continu ed to 
worsen in J un e co mpared with a yea r 
ago, a lth ough th e re was some ve ry 
sli ght improve ment in holdin gs fr o m 
th e prev iou mo nth (T a ble 7). 

Tight Supplies, Heavy Demands Are the Ru le 

Impo rted block prices had been 
soari ng a ll yea r (Tabl e 8). a nd by 
June th e margin between th e raw ma­
te ri a l (block ) and th e fi n ished goods 
(s ti c k and porti o ns) had na rrowed to 
a po int where th e re placement co t 
of th e raw mate ri a l was hi gher th a n 
the revenu e rece i ved fro m sales of 
the fi ni shed goods (F igure I). T he 
a nn oun cement of th e pri ce freeze in 
ea rl y June placed sti c ks and po rti on 
produce rs In a cos t-price squeeze 
since im ported block pri ces we re free 
to inc rease whil e sti ck a nd po rt io n 
prices re mai ned fixed un de r th e freeze 
regul a tio ns. 

FISH FILLETS 

Sup plies of majo r groun dfish fi ll ets 
(cod . flounder , haddock, and ocean 
perch) avai lable fo r consu mpti o n in 
Ju ne were well a bove a year ago 
(T able I). Gai ns in consu mptio n of 
fi ll ets , however, fe ll fa r short of match­
in g the increases expe ri enced o n th e 
su pp ly ide. T he result has been a 
la rge invent o ry buildu p of majo r fi ll e t 
ite ms durin g the fi rst ha lf of th e year . 

T he fac t th at consu mptio n ha no t 
kept pace with growing su pp li es does 
no t appea r to be close ly re lated to 
hi gher pri ces (T able 2) . Rather , tock­
piling of fi ll e ts appears to have be­
come a major in ve ntory st rategy th is 
year . Fill et in vento ri es a re now more 
th a n doubl e yea r ago levels (Tables 
3-6). In th e comin g months, th e meat 
and poultry sho rtage is ex pected to 
become acute. Demand fo r fi she ry 
produ cts, in turn , like ly will increa e 
and the heav ier in vent o ri es will be 
avail abl e to sati sfy a ny increase in 
demand. 

It i a lso ex pected th a t import price 

for fi ll ets , cod in pa rti cul a r , will in ­
crease fo r the fo ll owin g reasons: a) 
poor ca tches in mos t majo r su pplyi ng 
na ti o ns: b) strong worl d demand: a nd 
c ) continued curre ncy realignme nts. 

Gi ve n thi s outl ook, many U. S. 
processo rs , by purchasi ng heavi ly now, 
may be trying to hed ge aga inst futu re 

T here is littl e hope fo r immediate 
improveme nt in block suppl ies: how­
e\er, re laxa ti on of price controls in 
Phase IV wi ll perm it processors of 
st icks and po rti o ns to pass on some 
of their h igher raw material costs. 
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Figure 1.-Wholesale prices 01 blocks, slicks , and port ions . 
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