
NOAA/NMFS Developments 

Gehringer Is Named Deputy Director of NMFS 

Jack W. Gehringer has been named 
Deputy Director of the National Ma
rine Fisheries Service, the Commerce 
Department' National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration has an
nounced. 

Since 1972, Mr. 
Gehringer has 
been director of 
the Fisherie Ser
vice southeast re
gion, headquar
tered in St. Peters
burg, Fla., with 
responsibilit y for 
certain Federal 
fisheries activities Gehringer 

in 17 states , plus Puerto Rico and the 
Virgin Islands . 

As Deputy Director , he will work 
with MFS Director Robert W. 
Schoning in planning, developing, co
ordinating, a nd administering the 
Service's diverse research effo rts and 
fisheries programs. 

Mr . Schoning said the Deput y a lso 
works closely with the Director in 
maintaining primary supervi sion over 
day-to-day functions of the Service 
and about 1,700 full-time employees 
throughout the country. The pri mary 
goals of the NM FS are to promote 
full economic and safe utilization of 
fisheries resources ; to conserve and 
allocate fisheries resources of interest 
to the people of the United States ; to 
increase our fisheries resources through 
the use of hatcheries and aquaculture; 
to ens~re that adequate consideration 
is given to the requirements of living 
marine resources in proposed environ
mental changes and to protect a nd 
conserve marine mammals in order to 
maintain the hea lth and stabi lit y of 
the marine ecosystem. 

Mr. Schoning sa id : "Jack Gehringer 
was chosen for this importan t post 
because of his broad experience and 
his record as a highly capable and ef
fective leader. He is widely known in 
fisheries circles in the United States 
and abroad and is the author or co-

aut hor of numerous scienrific publica
tions on various fisheries topics." 

Mr. Gehringer joined the Federal 
fish erie agency in 1950 as a marine 
biologist with the Galveston. Tex .. 
laboratory. Two yea rs later, he was 
transferred to the Brunswick , Ga. , 
laboratory where he was a prog ram 
leader, assistant laborato ry director, 
and later actin g laborato ry director 
until 1969. He then se rved a act i ng 
deputy regional director of the South
east Region, and in 1970 was named 
associa te regional director. 

Mr . Gehringer received hi s B.S. 
degree in fisheries from Colorado 
A&M College in 1950 and is a mem
ber of several professional fi sheries 
ocieti es and institutes. H e is married 

to the former Virginia Pennoye r, and 
they have three chi ld~en. 

Bob Finley Garners 
High NOAA Award 

Bob E. Finley , Chief of the Nati o nal 
Marine Fisheries Service's N atio nal 
Marketing Services Office , Chicago, 
III. , is one of the winners of the six 
1973 NOAA Awards for outstanding 
contributions to NOAA programs . 
Each of the six men receives a plaque 
and one thousand dollars . 

Finley is one of three to receive th e 
hi gh NOAA ho nor for public service . 
H is award was presented for pionee r
ing a "new look" in the consumer 
educat io n materials produced by th e 
National Marketing Services Office. 

Mr. Finley initiated and produced 
a po pular se ri es of fu ll -color education 
posters o n the fi sh of va ri ous regions. 
He also developed a bilingual kit in 
English and Spanish , designed for 
training low-income groups in the use 
of fishery products to o btain max imum 
nutrition at the lowest poss ible cost. 
The new formats, unique style, a nd 
added utility of these materials has 
increased their acceptance by the 
ma s media and the public . 

41 

New Ocean Instrument 
Check Centers Open 

The open in g o n the Pac ifi c coast of 
two regional calibrati on ce nters for 
oceanographic in trume nta ti o n has 
been ann ounced by the atio nal 
Ocea nic and Atmospheric Administra
tion of the U.S. Department of om
merce. The centers a re located a t 
Bell evue, Wash ., a suburb of Seattle, 
and San Diego. Cali f. Both are units 
of NOAA's National Oceanographic 
Instrumentation Cente r in Washing
ton , D.C. 

The task of the Northwest Regiona l 
Calibration Center a nd the South west 
Regional Calibra ti o n Center is to 
ensure hi gh standa rds of data qualit y 
through the testin g a nd calibra ti on of 
oceanographic instrum ents a nd related 
equipme nt. Their facilities and ser
vices are ava il able o n a reimbursable 
basis to federal, state a nd local govern
ment age ncies, academic instituti o ns. 
and industri a l concerns. T he west 
coast facilities will materiall y reduce 
tra nsportati o n costs and cali bration 
turnaround time for in truments u ed 
in Pacific oceanographic activitie. 
which previously were shipped to the 
main NOIC office in Washington. D.C. 
A third regional center is located near 
Bay St. Louis, Miss. 

Both Paci fic coast facilitie a re 
being o perated for NOAA under con
tract, th at in Bellevue by the Ocean
ographic Institute of Washington and 
the San Diego facility by the Marine 
Physica l Laboratory of the University 
of Califo rni a's Scripps Instituti on of 
Oceanography . 

The San Diego facility is located at 
9284 Balboa Avenue. Its services are 
ava il able to the oceanographic a nd 
environmental science community in 
California and Hawaii . 

The Bellevue facility is located at 
300-120th A venue. N .E .. Benaroya 
Busine s Park. Building 6. It SenlCIng 
area embraces Ala ka. British Colum
bia . Idaho. Montana. WashIngton. 
Oregon. and three northwestern coastal 
counti es of California. 



Shomura Heads NM FS 
Honolulu Laboratory 

Richard S. Sho mura, who rece ived 
hi M as ter 's Degree at th e U ni versi ty 
of Hawa ii in 1960, ha re turned to th e 
Islands as Director of the Nationa l 
Marine Fi herie Service, Southwest 
FisheriesCenter , Honolulu Laboratory . 
His appointment, anno unced by en
ter Director Dr. Brian J . R thschild , 
became effective September 16 . 

Since leaving 
Hawaii in 1970, 
M r. Shomura ha 
served N M FS as 
Associate Direc
tor for Fisheries 
at the Regional 
Office in Termi
nal I land, Calif. 
and later as Direc- Shomu,a 

tor of the Tiburon (Calif.) Fisheries 
Laboratory. 

A native of Honolulu, he has been 
with NMFS (and its predecessor , the 
Bureau of Com mercial Fisheries, De
partment of the Interior) since 1950. 
This background of more than 20 years 
experience in tuna and tuna-related 
studies makes him an excepti nal 
choice for this important post, aid 
Dr. Rothschild. 

The valuable food fish skipjack tuna 
(K(I{Sl/IVOIllIS pelalllis) is presently 
regarded by science and industry as an 
important underutilized species, ex
plained Mr. Shomura. An immediate 
intention of the Honolulu Laboratory 
is to intensify its studie of skipjack. 
"We plan to stress a se sment of the 
resource, fishery analysis, bait fishery 
development, a nd the development of 
a possible purse seine fishery, " he 
said . The Honolulu Laboratory will 
a lso increase its investigation of oceanic 
recreat ional fisheries. Mr. Shomura 
replaces Dr. Frank J. Hester . 

NMFS Gets New 
Mobile Laboratory 

Delivery of a specia ll y equipped 
mobile laboratory designed prima ril y 

to inspect seafood proce~si ng plants 
for hygien ic a nd other co nditi o n~ has 
been acceptcd by th c ommcrce De
partment 's Na ti ona l Oceanic and At
mospheric Admi ni stration . 

T he van, based a t th e NMf- tech
nology labora tory at Pascagou la, M i~~ ., 

wi ll be u ed principall y a t fis heries 
processing plants that use the volun 
ta ry fi sherie~ inspection program con
ducted by OAA 's a ti onal M a rin e 
Fi heries ervice . Most frequent uses 
for th e van, accordi ng to . Spencer 
Garrett, laboratory director, will be 
for research on fish processi ng, for 
inspection and quality control, and for 
marine advi ory service . 

Dubbed PR I IE/Van (for " Pro
cessi ng Research, I n~pection, and M a
rine Extension") the laboratory-on
wheel is self-contained, with ~ufficlent 
auxi li ary power genera tin g capacity 
to handle all electrical systems, In

cluding air conditioners. As prescntly 
equipped, It weighs about 12 tons . 

The PRIME/Van i another \tep 
toward improving the effectiveness of 
the Fisheries Inspecti on Program of 
the Department of ommerce. With 
the PRIM IVan, numerous inspec
tion and testi ng services can now be 
carried out on the scene without hav
ing to take amp les to laboratories for 
ana lysi . Testing for ~poilage and e'<.
amini ng environmental sani ta ti o n of 
processing facilities are among other 
capabi lities of the vehicle. The mo
bility factor can also save time for 
both the plant manager and the 

MFS in pectors. 

When not e ngaged in in pection 
serv ices. the van can readily be ada pted 
to othe r uses such as testing the safety 
of drinking water supplies during nat
ural disasters o r testing water quality 
before. during, or after a fish kill . 

Mr. Garrett sa id th e ve hi c le will 
a lso be avai lable for demonstration 
seminars dealing with fisheries prod
uct in pection a nd will se rve as a 
valuable ed ucat io na l tool in teaching 
the interested public via Sea Grant 
universities a nd o th er groups how in 
specti o n is carried out under th e 
N M FS program. 

Publica tions 

Recent NMFS 
Scientific Publications 

OAA Technica l Report MF 
S R -669. ber. L.E., "Subpoint 
prediction for direct readout meteo
rological atellites." August 1973 , iii 
+ 7 p. For ~a l e by the uperintendent of 
Documents . U .. Government Printing 
Office. Washington . 0 20402. 

ABSTRA T 
The National Environmental 

Satellite 'e rvlce ( E S) provide 
orbi tal I n formation on meteo
rol ogical ~atellites with direct trans
mi sion y tems. through APT 
(Automatic Picture TransmiSSion) 
Predict me sages sent over ~tandard 
weather communication netw r)..s. 
With periodic acce~~ to thiS infor
matiOn. ope rat r of independent 
APT grou nd recel\, lng station can 
e\trapolate, by means of nodal 
period and nodal Increment. to 
determine future orbit v.lthin re
ceiving range of their tation , 
technique for the prediction of sub
point locat ion along an orbit a a 
fun tion of time after ascending 
node wa developed from con Ider
ation of Kepler's lav. and derived 
e\pres Ion for the force tlue to the 
eart h 's gravitational potential. 
Subpoint latitudes and longitude 
computed b) this technique are 
within 0.1 degree of those given in 

SS prediction. 

OAA Technical Report M FS 
RF-672 . Tagatz. Marlin E .. and E. 

Peter H . Wi I ken ,"Seasonal occurrence 
of ) oung Gulf menhaden and other 
fishes in a northwestern Florida 
es tuary." Augu t 1973. iii + 14 p. 
For a le by the Superintendent of 
Documents. ,. Governmen t Print
ing Office . Wa hington. DC 20402 . 

A BSTRACT 
G ulf menhaden . Brel 'vonia 

pa/rOIl/ls. and other pecie of fis hes 
were coll ected by plankton net, 
seine. and surface traw l from Pens
aco la Bay. East Bay. and East Bay 
Rive r from Decembe r 1969 to 
October 197 1. Rela tive abundance, 
distribution, and re la tive growth of 
menh aden are given from th e time 
they enter th e es tu a ry as la rvae in 
December to th e time they emigrate 
to the Gulf o f Mexico as juveniles 
in Septem ber. 


