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The fo II 0\\ 1I1g series of fishe ry publi
ca ti o ns of the N a tional \I a rine 
F isheries Se rvice . ationa l Ocea nic 
and Atmo phe ric Administration (unti l 
Octobe r 1970 the Bureau of Comme r
cia l Fi sherie s of the U . S. Fish and Wi ld
life Service) in ca lendar year 1969 are 
Ii. ted numericall y ('Aith abstrac ts) and 
indexed by author, subjec t , and geo
graphic area: Circula r. Data Repo rt . 
F ishe ry Industria l Resea rc h. Fishe ry 
Lea fl et , a nd Specia l Sc ie ntifi c 
Re po l1- Fi he ries. 
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Monthly Fishery Market Review 

tlon ... o r thc a tiona l ;-'I a rinc " lshcIiCS 
'-,Cl \ ICC. a tlona l Oceanic a nd '\tmo.,
phc llc Admini stra tion (untt! Oc.tohcr, 
IlJ 70 th c Bureau of (ommcrc ial 
I I ... hc l ic ... o r the I '-, I ISh a llll Wtldl itc 
'-,Cl \ ICC ) In ca lenddf ye.lI IlJ6X (lIC IlStcd 
numc llca ll y (\\ ith ahs trac t ... ) and ind cx· 
cd hy autho r, ... lIhjcct. ,[ nd gcographic 
a lCd' ( II c ul a l , Data Re port f' l hC r] 
Indu ... t l la l Re ... ean: h, F- i hery I .c.dlct , 
and '-,pccia l Sc ienti fic Rc po rt 
- f "'hcrlc ... . 

Groundfish Supplies up in April 

('tHai "'lIpplte ... or groundli ... h uUllng 
\ pnl \\ere ctln ... idel ~lhl) hlghel th.tIl d 
\edl dgO. \\ Ith ... uh ... tantial g.lIn III Im-
port ... a nd he .t \ lei heginnlng In\en -
tllIl e .... Pa nicularl} trtlng dem<lnd 
during the n1l1nth cllntrihuteu to higher 
\\ hok ... . tie and retail price ... . 

\ upplie ... tlfhloel- ... gener.LlI) ueeltned 
dun ng the month a ... import cllntInueU 
to he hekl\\ d )ear earlier \\ Ith Itmer 
... uppl ie ... . lI1d Increa ... lng uemdnd lrom 
... tiel- anu portion ... prouucer . hillel
pric l. ... 1I11.rea ... ed aero ...... the hoard . In
\entone"'llf ... tIcl- ... dnd portion ... fell dur
II1g the month and price lI1uea eu . 

upp lte ... of ... hellft ... h \\ere greaterdur
II1g -\pnl than III the ... arne month in 
1972 Demanu dppeared reldtl\el, 
~trong a ... In\entone., genera ll y fe ll 
P nce~ for ",pln} lob ... ter and hnmp ro ... e 
\\ hll e .,callop ... and Amencan lob ... ter 
pnce~ uec lineu . 

T he cumuldtl\e pic tu re for Jdnu,lry 
th roug h Apn l for grou n dfi~ h fi ll e t ... 
~ h o\\ ~ to ta l ... upplte~ up 13 pe rcent. con
~u mption up I pe rce nt and i n \e n tone ~ 

on A pri l 30 mo re than douhle \" hat the y 
were a yea r ago . Price c ha nge., we re 
mixed acco rding to '>pec ies. 'Ai th in
c reases ge ne ra ll y ranging be t\\ ee n 10 
perce nt and 40 percent. 

Block impo rts for Janua ry-April were 
:!8 pe rcent belo'A a yea r ago. con~ump

ti o n increa ed slig htl y a nd end -of
pe riod in ventorie s dropped 37 percent 
compa red with a year ea rli er. From 

44 

.l dnUar} I to \ pnl .10, In\entorie of 
hlod: \\ere reduccd hy 4.1 millll)n 
pound... DUling the .lme f1\!rlud 1(1 t 
}ear, the net dr:l\\do\\ n \\a 9 million 
PlllJllU ... 

J anuary- \ pnl re ult 1'01 heilli h 
... ho\\ed he<l\ier tllt,tI upplie~ for all 
m~ljllr peele . eomp.treu \\ nh a year 
ago . due chlell} to hea\ y Carr}ll\er in-
\entorle l.tIldlllg of hrimp. 
callt1 p ... . anu meriean lob ter \\ere 
uh tantIall} higher th,tIl a )ear earlier. 

There \\ere declille in hnm p and pin) 
loh ... ter Im porh. hut import o f ... Ldllo p 
anu -\ meriean loh ter \\ere hea \ ier. 

on umption of all major he ll fi ... h in
cred ed ... ignificantl}. 

GROUNDFISH 

Dome ... tt c grou ndfi~h lil nd ing s in 
-\pnl we re 4':- perce nt belo\\ the pre\ I
o u ... yedr. dnd the to tdl for the year 
th ro ugh April \\a ., uo \\n 16 percent 
(T ab le I l. Hea \ y -\pril impo rt~ mo re 
than off ... e t the dec line in landing:, . For 
Ja nuar, through pril. haddocl- im
po rt ~ \\ ere 56 percent higher tha n a yea r 
ago. cod 12 percent higher. Flounder 
import., moved up 48 percent. but im
p011\ of ocean perch dropped about 20 
percent. For April the combination ofa 
:!4 percent increase in imports and an 87 
percent gain in beginning inventorie 
re ulted in a 41 percent ri e in the qua n
tit y ava ilable for consumptio n. D uring 
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Table 3.- Blocks and slabs, supplies, April 1973 

FEB MAR APR 
1973 1973 1973 

APR Percen l 
1972 Change 

JAN APR 
1973 

JAN·APR 
1972 

Perceni 
Chang~ 

- - ·Mlllion Pounds- - - Percent - - Mill/on Pounds Percen t 

Beginn ing Inventory 624 486 41 2 
Producl lon 06 04 02 
Impo rts 170 302 187 
Tolal Supply 800 793 601 
Ending Invenlory 486 41 2 326 
Consumpl lon 31 4 333 275 

49 8 17 
01 <100 

290 36 
78 9 24 
51 8 37 
27 1 

75 8 
1 5 

827 
1600 
326 

1274 

627 
06 

114 2 
177 5 

51 8 
1257 

21 
.150 

28 
10 
37 

Table 4.- Blocks and slabs, prices, April 1973. Wholesale prices 01 blocks 1.0 b primary wholesaler - Bollon. 
Gloucester, and New Bedford, Mass. 

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUl AvG SEP OCT OV DEC 

- - .{;ents Per Pound· - -

Cod 1972 465 470 470 
1973 486 524 566 

Flounder 1972 435 44 4 453 
1973 595 596 600 

Haddock 1972 471 475 475 
1973 601 605 614 

Ocean Perch 1972 385 385 387 
1973 512 531 539 

Pollock 1972 323 320 320 
1973 290 301 330 

WhIling 1972 330 335 330 
1973 346 358 375 

Wolfflsh 1972 493 500 500 
1973 510 500 54 5 

Tab le 5.-Sltcks and portions, supplies, April 1973 

Beginning Inventory 
Production 

StIcks 
Portions 
Tolal 

Imports 
Total Supply 
End Ing Inventory 
ConsumptIon 

FEB 
1973 

MAR 
1973 

APR 
1973 

- - -Mdt/on Pounds- - -

349 320 258 

123 142 NA 
226 267 NA 
349 40.9 N A 

0.1 02 02 
699 731 NA 
320 258 244 
379 473 N A 

Ta ble 6.-Sticks and portions, weekly avera ge 
wholesale prices, April 1973. 

Item FEB MAR APR APR Percent 
1973 1973 1973 1972 Change 

- - - .{;ents Per Pound- -

Cod portions 62.0 64.5 67.0 59.6 · 12 
Haddock 70.0 69.5 695 643 + 8 
Cod sticks 78.0 78 0 78 0 76.0 + 3 
Haddock sticks 797 79.7 797 782 + 2 

domestic catch a nd landing fro m thi 
area were double a year earl ier. Overa ll, 
the J anuary-April hrimp catch wa up 

470 456 465 470 470 470 470 470 480 
585 600 

492 517 533 556 570 580 580 587 595 
600 600 

479 503 528 544 570 581 5 5 59" 595 
633 645 

395 395 398 416 450 480 483 494 490 
540 550 

321 312 315 315 310 296 295 283 280 
340 343 

330 332 315 31 5 31 5 315 320 :) 
375 3 5 

500 503 505 510 51 5 51 3 5 0 510 5 0 
520 520 

APR 
1972 

Percent - - -Mdtlon Pounds- - - Percent 

173 -49 344 232 48 

102 NA A 431 A 
236 A NA 886 A 
33 8 A A 1317 A 

0 1 -100 06 03 +100 
512 NA NA 155 2 A 
161 -52 244 161 +52 
351 NA A 139 1 A 

II percent from 197:! . The land 109 ..,ea
on for Gulf hrimp begin in ~Ia} and 

thi wi ll be the principa l ource of 
dome tic hrimp fo r the remainder of 
the year. Import during J a nuary- pril 
were down 3 percent. Demand \\a 
stro ng enough during the period to 
cau e an unu uall y he a y dra in on in
ve ntorie , which dropped from 93 mil
lio n pound s on J anuary I to S9 millio n 
pound on pril 30. on umption for 
the period wa up 14 percent compa red 
wit h last year. 
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SCALLOPS 
">lIpplle~ of .., allo p ~ in April con

tmued to he \ .. cll aho .. c the previou~ 
year ( I Llhle.., 9 and 10) . I he increa'>e 
amounted to 1<7 pcn;ent, the re'>ult of 
hight.:r hegmnmg in .. entorie'i, landing'>, 
<tnd Import~. For JanUdf} through 
'\pnl totdl upplic,> of call()p~ wen: S 
pcrcent "hme d year earlier. The declin
In' trend 10 e\ - \e ~el anu \\ hllle,>ale 
pnce~ , hegun in (ctnher, 197:!, on
tlnued thrnugh c\pnl \\Ith decline.., 0110 
pcn.:ent and:! percent , n.: pc ti\el .. Rc· 
tail pn\.!e~ , ho\\e\cr , \,erc 10 rer ent 
aho\e the prt.:\ iou year. 

pparentl~ In re pon e to lo\\er 
price dnd Imr)fo\ed upplle . on-
umplion ha con I tentl:- heen ilhtne 

) ea r-ea riiertot.t1 The \pnlmLre.1 em 
c on umptton m\lderateu ome\\ h.1t 
ff()m the pre\ IOU mllnth , hut II \\,1 till 
'\() per\.!ent .11"0\ e the qU.tnlit) Lon -
umeu a \edr eLlriier. on umptlOn for 

J .lnuar) - pnl \\a 9 million pound . 
c\) mp.treu \\ Ith n " million pound a 
\ e .tr earlier 

AMERICAN LOBSTER 

c\pnl upplle of men ,In lob ter 
\\ere:!'\perentabo\eI9~2L1 are ultof 
ga in In both landln anu import 
(T Llble II) . \I ame land 109 \\ere In per-
ent abHe pril , 19~2, and the 

J anUM) - -\ pnl tolal \\ a nn per ent 
ablnea)earearlier. fterbem do\\n 
uunng the fir~t t\\O month of the )ear, 
Import ha\e re o\ered to po t gam of 
65 percent m \I arch Lind 2_- percent in 

pnl for an 0\ erallm rea~e of:! percent 
uunng the J anuar} - pnl penod . Pri ' e 
\\ere agam belo\\ the pre\lou~ }ear. al
though n t a mu h a in :'-I arch (Table 
I:!l. \ -\e el price were do\\n S per-
ent \\ hile "hole a le price \'ere to 9 

per ent belo" 19 :! e\ ept 112 a nd ., 
pound lob ter , \\ hich regi tered gain. 

SPINY LOBSTERS 
pin y lob ter tail upplie in pril 

were well abo\e la t year a a result of 
s ub ta ntia ll y hea ier beginning inven
torie (Table 13). I mport in April 
dropped again \\ ith higher hipment 
from u tralia, Brazil, and e\\ Zea
land . Only outh Africa howed a gain 



Table 7.-Shrimp supplies, April 1973. 

FEB MAR APR APR 
t973 t973 1973 1972 

- - -Million Pounds- - -

Beginning Inventory : 82.7 792 69 .2 58.5 

Landings 
Total 12.0 12.7 6.3 7.7 
Gulf 4.1 42 4.0 45 
Northeast 2.2 3.1 .9 1.6 
Pacific 5.6 5.4 1.4' 1.4 
South Allanllc .1 2 

Imports 16.8 16.3 17.0 18.3 
Total Supply 111 .5 108.2 92.5 84.5 
End ing Inventory 79.2 69.2 58.7 56 .9 

Exports : 
Total 4.9 66 5.5' 3.5 
Domestic Fresh & 

Frozen 3.6 4.9 3.9' 2.8 
Transshipments 1.3 1.7 1.6' .7 

Gulf Canned Pack .4 
Fresh & Frozen 

Consumption 27.0 32.4 28.3 24 .1 

'Estimated 

Table 9.-5callop supplies, April 1973. 

Percent 
Change 

Percent 

+ 18 

- 18 
- 11 
- 44 

7 
+ 9 
+ 3 

+ 57 

+ 39 
+ 129 

+ 17 

JAN-APR JAN-APR Percenl 
1973 1972 Change 

- -Mtllton Pounds- -

92.7 69 .9 

44 .7 401 
176 22.4 
8.4 7.7 

18.3 9.3 
4 7 

68 .5 70 .5 
205.9 180.5 

58.7 56.9 

215 13.4 

16.1 11 .4 
5.4 2.0 

9 9 

124.8 109.3 

Percent 

+ 33 

+ 11 
- 21 
+ 9 
+ 97 
- 43 

3 
+ 14 
+ 3 

+ 60 

+ 41 
+ 170 

+ 14 

FEB MAR APR APR Percenl JAN-APR JAN-APR Percent 

--------------~~--~~--~~--~~--~~~~--~~----~~----~~~~--
- -Thousand Pounds- - Percen t - -Thousand Pounds- - Percent 

Beginning Inventory 3.870 3.418 2,869 1,066 + 169 3,736 1,585 + 136 
Landings, Total 618' 571 ' 650' 622 + 4 2,210 2,027 + 9 
Imports 1,058 1,995 1,370 927 + 48 5,785 3,835 + 51 
Total Supply 5,546 5,984 4,889 2,6 15 + 87 11 ,731 7,447 + 58 
Ending Inventory 3,418 2,869 2,714 946 + 187 2,714 946 + 187 
~~sumptlon _______ ~~_~~_~~~_~~9 __ ~~~ ___ ~~~ ___ ~~~ ___ ~~~ __ _ 

' Estimated 

Table l1.- American lobster supplies, April 1973. 

FEB MAR APR APR Percent JAN-APR JAN-APR Percent 
_____________ ~~ __ ~~ __ ~~ ___ ~~__ Cha~~_~~ ___ ~~__ Change_ 

- - - - - -Thousand Pounds- - - - - -- Percent Thousand Pounds Percent 

Maine Landings 
Imports 
Consumption 

174 
1,055 
1,229 

149 
1,606 
1,755 

317 273 
1,493 1,195 
1,810 1,468 

Table 13.- Spiny lobster :ails, supplies, April 1973. 

Beginning Inventory 
Imports 
Total Supply 
End Ing Inventory 
ConsumptIon 

FEB MAR APR APR Percent 
1973 1973 1973 1972 Change 

- - -Million Pounds- - - Percent 

83 78 8.0 52 +54 
3.3 3.7 24 33 17 

116 11.5 10.4 87 + 20 
78 80 75 6.4 + 17 
38 35 29 2.3 +26 

+ 16 1,048 633 + 66 
+ 25 6,156 6,027 + 2 
+23 7,204 6,660 + 8 

JAN-APR JAN-APR Percent 
1973 1972 Change 

- - -Mtilion Pounds- - - Percent 

8.9 47 89 
122 142 14 
211 18.9 + 12 

7.5 6.4 + 17 
136 12.5 + 9 
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from the e\tremelj 10'" level In 1972 . 
For J anua ry- pri!. total ~upplie~ ",ere 
up 12 percent. 

Whole sa le prices "'ere some\\ hat 
mixed during the month (Table 14) . 
Cold-water ta il registered a 6 percent 
gain but warm-water tails were off 14 
percent. Apparent con'>umption of 2.9 
million pound was 26 percent above 
Apri l, 1972 , a nd 9 percent above the 
cumulative total for the first 4 monlh~ of 
the year. 

Table S.-5hrimp prices, April 1973. 

Item FEB MAR APR APR Percent 
__________ ~~_~~_~~ 197~~~~~ 

- - - -Dollars Per Pound- - - -

Ex-vessel 
15-20 count $1 88 $1 .98 $2.06 $207 
31-35 1.70 1 76 181 1.38 +31 
51-65 110 126 135 .90 50 

Wholesa le 
1520 count 2.00 2.12 219 2.34 6 
31-35 180 1.89 195 174 12 
51-65 120 1.32 151 109 38 

Retail 
15-20 count 2.84 306 3.05 302 1 
31-42 209 2.29 226 2.14 .. 6 

Tab le 1 D. - Scallop prices , April 1973. 

Item 

Ex-vessel 
Wholesale 
Retai l 

FEB MAR APR APR Percent 
1973 1973 1973 1972 Change 

- - -Dollars Per Pound- - -

$2.03 $1.96 $1 76 $1 86 5 
2.44 225 2.22 223 
324 319 323 2.48 +30 

Table 12.-Am erican lobster prices, April 1973 

Ex-vessel 

Wholesale 
1· '4Ib 
1-'2 
1-' 8 

2 
chix 

FEB MAR APR APR Percent 
1973 1973 1973 1972 Chan~ 

- -Dollars Per Pound- -

$189 $178 $143 $1.50 5 

$2.63 5249 $206 $221 
2.79 288 255 230 11 
2.56 247 200 220 9 
2.92 310 283 2.40 +18 
250 242 199 214 7 

Table 14.-Spiny lobster tails , wholesale prices , 
April 1973. 

Item FEB MAR APR APR Percent 
1973 1973 1973 1972 Change 

- -Dollars Per Pound- -

6-80z tall 
Cold-water $4 40 54 56 $4 64 $4 38 6 
Warm-water 317 330 333 389 14 


