
NOAA/NMFS Developments 

Robert W. Schoning Named National Marine Fisheries Service Director 

On Jul y 12, Secretary of Commerce 
Frederick B. Dent announced th e 
appointment of Robert W. Sch o nin g 
as Director of the National Marin e 
Fisheries Service . 

Mr . Schoning has se rved as Deputy 
Director o f N M FS, an agency of th e 
C o mmerce Department 's Nation al 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Admini stra 
tion , since Septembe r 1971 . 

"1 am deli ghted that Mr. Sch o nin g 
has accepted this positi o n. " sa id 
Secreta ry Dent. "' His ex tensive ex
peri ence. pa rticul a rl y a t the sta te level, 
has give n him a th orough understa ndin g 
of. a nd inte rest in. th e man y fi she ry 
pro bl ems a nd opportuniti es comm on 
to our sta tes. a nd I kn ow he will 
approach th ose pro bl ems vigorously. 

'" His fi ne wo rk. a t sta te and nati o na l 
levels. w ith the comm ercia l fi shin g 
industry. th e nati o n's spo rts fi shery. 
th e conse rvati o n and sci enti fic com 
muniti es. have provided a backgroun d 
of ra re qu a li fica ti o n fo r thi s im portant 
and di fficult post. I kn ow th at under 
hi s leadership. the Fi sheri es Service 
will give outstandin g service to th e 
na ti o n ."' 

Mr . Schonin g succeeds Philip M . 
Roedel. who was recentl y appointed 
NOAA 's Coordin ator of Marin e 
Recreati on Programs. wi th res pons
ibiliti es across th e enti re age ncy. 

T he N a ti o nal Ma rin e Fishe ri es 

U.S.-Canada Fishing 
Agreement Extended 

Delegati ons of Canada and the 
U ni ted Sta tes met at Ottawa fro m 
May 23 to May 26 to review the pro
vi sions of the A greement of April 
1970, o n fi shing within reciprocal 
fi shing areas o ff the coas ts of th e two 
countri es and to co nsider future a r
ra ngem ents. 

Th e two delegati o ns agreed to rec-

New Director Has State, Federal Experience 

A we ll -kn own fis hery scient is t 
and admini stra to r , Robert W. 
Sch o nin g se rved as State F isheries 
Directo r , Oregon F ish Comm ission. 
1 96 0 - 1 97 1. 
fo ll owin g two 
yea rs as A ss is
tant Sta te Fish 
eri es Director. 
Pri o r to tha t. 
he was Di 
rector of Re
sea rch fo r th e 
Oregon Fish 
Com m iss i on . 

Schoning 

Bo rn in Seattle. Washington. In 
1923, M r. Schoning ho lds a bachelor 
of science degree in fisheries from 
th e U nive rsity of Washington and 
has do ne postgraduate work in fish-

Service seeks to discover. describe. 
develop. and conserve the living re
sou rces of the sea. especially as these 
affect the American economy and 
di et . The Fisheries Service conducts 
bi ological research on economically 
import ant species. analyzes economic 
aspects of fis heries operations and 
rates. deve lops methods for improv
in g catches and, in cooperation with 

o m mend to GOVernments that the 1970 
Agreement be extended for one year 
with a number of modifications. A 
major amendment related to the pro
visions concerning fishing for Pacific 
salmon wit hin the reciproca l fis h ing 
areas off Vancouver Island and off the 
State of Washington. I t was agreed 
that such salmon fishing privi leges for 
Canada. off Washington. wou ld be re
duced to the area between Carroll Is
land (approximately .+8 ° N. lati tude) 
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eries and mathematics. 
Mr. Schoning saw active service 

in the Marine Corps in both World 
War II and the Korean conAict and 
is current ly a colonel in the U.S. 
Marine Corps Reserve. 

He is know n for his writings on 
salmon and ot her fishery matters 
of the Pacific Northwest. and holds 
membership in a number of profes
sional and conservation organiza
tions includi ng the American I nsti
tute Fisheries Research Biologists. 
American Fisheries Society. 
Pacific Fisheries Biologists. and 
Izaak Walton League of America .. 

Mr. Schoning and his wife. 
Barbara. live in Fall s Church. Va. 
They have four children: Randall. 
James. Kerry. and Kip. 

the U.S. Department of State. is active 
in international fisheries affairs. 

With the U.S. Coast Guard. the 
Service conducts enforcement and 
surveillance operations on the high sea, 
and in terri torial waters . I t abo 
studies game fish and other marine and 
estuarine organisms. and investigate, 
the effects on game fish of thermal 
and chemical pollution. 

and Cape Flattery. and the U.S. salm
on fishing privileges off Vancou\er 
Island for commercial troll \esseb 
would be limited to a small area near 
the entrance to the Strait of Juan de 
Fuca. This will not affect continued 
fishi ng by U.S. recreational vessels su b
ject to Canadian licensing and other 
regulations. 

Agreement v. as also reached on ar
rangements to coordi nate sal mon thh
ing regulation of the tv.o countrle 111 



the Strait of Ju an de Fuca and north 
ern Puget Soun d. In additi o n . a rran ge
ments were made to coo rdin a te wee kI ) 
fishing periods on the Frase r Ri ve r 
and at Point Roberts durin g th e chi
nook sea on in the prin g and th e 
chum salmon eason in the fa ll . 

With respect to th e P acific coast 
it v.as also agreed to incl ude in th e 
Agreement pro\ision for limi ted fis h
eries for black cod in the reci proca l 
a reas of both countries. 

On the Atlantic coast the modi fica
ti o ns included pro visio ns governing a 
limned Canadian fishery for tuna w ith
In th e U .S . reciprocal a rea and regul a
tion of the larger U.S. traw le rs in 
areas o ff Canada whe re simi la r Cana
di an trav.l e rs are proh ibited fro m op
e ratin g. P rov isions rega rd in g he rrin g 
will continue relatively un changed . 

Source u.s Department of Commerce News . 
73-144 

Coho Introduced Into 
Barren Al aska Waters 

B\ plan t ing tiny coho salm on 
called "fr)" In unused A laskan lakes 
.lOd ,treams. fis he ri es scientists of the 
(omme rce Department's a ti o na l 
Oc\.:an ie and A tmospheric Admi ni stra
tion plan to Increase Pacific sa lmon 
retu rn s there Simil a r program have 
hu:n u,ed b) Fede ral a nd State fisher
Ie, c ientlsh In Oregon and Washington 
f,)r ,e\ er .. d ) ear., . 

O n Barano! Isla nd alone . high bar
rie r fa l b pre\ en t adu lt sa l mon from 
re.1ch i ng thou,ands o f acres of produc
tt\e ,tream, and lake, for pav.ning. 
~u e h \\ at e r fdlb ge nerall) do not hinder 
dll \\n,tre.l1l1 m igra tion of young salm
l)[' hl)\\\.:\er, Other part, of Ala ka 
h..t\L' .\0 abundance of 'Imilarl) ob
,truekel \\ ata, . man) of \\ hlch cou ld 
he 1I,ed Illr rearing ne\\I} hatched 
'dln1<1n tll the migrant or "smolt " 
,t dge. thLh Increa<,tng adult ,a lm o n 
return '-,mlllh" arc .I u\entle .,a lm o n 
.lbllut 'I Inche, Il)ng that arc ph ) '>l o-
1,\ 'le.tI" read\ tl) migrate frllm fresh 
\\ ,Iler tn the 'Cd 

The plan is geared to makin g use of 
unused waters by ann ua l pla ntings of 
fr y. rather than attempting to establi sh 
self-perpetuati ng sal mo n runs. acco rd
ing to Nationa l Mari ne F ishe ri es 
Service Alaska Regiona l Di recto r 
H arry L. Rietze. W ith mode rn tech
niques. salm on fry are re lat ive ly inex
pensive to produce in esta bl ished 
hatcheries . The major cos t -feedin g 
and rea ring th e fish to the sm olt 
stage - would be taken ca re of na tur
all y in the lakes and ponds now ba rred 
to salmon producti on . 

I n a pilot study at the Litt le P o rt 
Walter F ield Stati on on Baranof 
Island in Southeastern A laska . 12.000 
coho salmon fry were stocked in a fo u r
acre lake . They grew rap id ly . a nd 
6,800 mi grated to sea as o ne- and two
year-o ld sm olts. After spending about 
16- 18 mo nths in the r ich ocean pas
tures. 724 adults (mo re than a 10 per
cent return) came back to the out let 
stream . P oss ibl y an equal nu mber of 
adult mi gratin g coho salmon were 
cau ght by spo rt and commercial fisher
men . Studi es are continuin g. includ
in g th e ex perim enta l pla nting of an 
additi o na l 132.000 coho fry last sum
mer. 

E ncouraged by th e resu lts. a 
la rge-scale interagency de monst rati on 

project of stocking sa lm o n fry in un
used wa te rs in southeas te rn A laska is 
now planned by th e MFS, the Alaska 
D e pa rtment of Fish a nd Game and 
U.S. F orest Se rvice biologis ts . Once 
stocking leve ls fo r diffe rent types o f 
la ke. po nd . a nd stream ha bitats a re 
e tabli shed . fis he ry sci entists foresee 
stockin g th e fry from centra lized hatch
e ri es from a irp la nes or he licopters in 
th e la rge r la ke and ponds. 

C urrentl y the fr y come from brood 
stocks of coho sa lmon whose eggs a re 
incuba ted a nd hatc hed in grave l "in
cubato r" bo \.es a t Litt le Po rt Walter. 
Th e fry a re th en carried by backpack 
to th e iso l a ted areas where the) grow 
to mi gra tin g size . As adult spawning 
salmon a tte mpt to re tu rn to i naccess
ib le strea m or lake a rea . the en t ire 
run \\ o u Itl be a \ a i lable for sport and 
com me rc ia l fi she rmen . 
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Foreign Fishery Developments 

u.s., Mexico Examine 
New Fisheries Rules 

T he fo urth of a se ri es of U .S.-Mexi
can ta lks o n the impli cati ons of a new 
M exican fis he ri es law fo r ce rt a in 
groups of Cali fo rni a fis he rm en was 
he ld in M exico C ity in J anuary. Th e 
other meet ings on th e matter took 
place in 1972 in W ashin gto n . Jul y 12-
13. in M ex ico C it y. N ovember 14-1 6, 
and in San Diego o n December 20 . 

T he fis he ri es law givin g rise to th ese 
bi la te ra l di scuss io ns became e ffecti ve 
J u ne 13 , 1972. The law seri ously con 
ce rned a number of south ern Cali 
forn ia fis herme n . wh o had fo r ma ny 
years been fis hin g inside Mexican wa
ters u nde r a "via la pesca" li censing 
system . T he prin cipal reason fo r the ir 
conce rn was th a t th e a rti cle o f th e 
Mex ican law dea ling with fo reign fis h 
ing coul d have , in th e ir opini o n . made 
it ve ry di fficult for many U.S. vesse ls 
to continue to o pe ra te in Mex ican 
waters . The prov ision c rea tin g th e 
mos t d iffic ulty was o ne requiring ves
sels o peratin g under Mexican li censes 
to em pl oy c rews compri s in g a t least 
50 pe rcent Mex ican na ti o na ls. whi ch 
cou ld have caused cert a in sma ll ves
sels seve re econo mi c hardship a nd 
created serious problems fo r othe r 
sli ghtl y large r ones whi ch prese ntl y 
oper a te in M ex ica n wa te rs. 

O th e r prov isions of th e new fi she r
ies law could a lso have c rea ted diffi 
cul t ies. such as th o e re la tin g to cash 
depos its fo r li censes and pena lti es fo r 
viola ti o ns . 

A noth er Mex ica n law. a dec ree by 
th e Governme nt in December of 197 1. 
a lso fun damenta ll y alte red th e te rm 
un de r whi ch ma ny U.S. Pac ific Coas t 
fis herm e n fo r years o bta ined li censes. 
In e sence . th ese new regul a ti o ns te r
minated the lo ng es tab li shed schedul e 
out lini ng pe ri ods of li cense va lidit y 
for va r ious size c lasses o f vesse ls and 
subs ti tu te tl a rev i ed set o f vessel size 
c lasses and corres pondin g pe ri o tls o f 


