
NOAA/NMFS Developments 

ICNAF Increases U.S. Fish Quota 16,600 
MT; Names NOAA Official Vice Chairman 

United Statcs fishermen were grant­
ed a quota increa~e of 16.600 mctric 
tons for 1975 at a ~ummer meeting of 
thc International Commi~~ion for the 

orthwest Atlantic Fisheries (lCNAFl 
in HalifaA. Nova Scotia. ICNAF regu­
lates certain fisherics in intern ational 
waters off the northeast coa t of the 
United States and Canada. 

The primary purpo~e of the meeting 
was to allocate a 1975 o\erall ca tch 
quota and see " managem e nt arrange­
ments for fish stoc" for the 17 mem­
ber nations. all of whom were repre­
sented except Romania. The overall 
quota applies to species fi hed in the 
southern portion of the Convention 
Area off the coast of e\\ England 
and the r-.liddle Atlantic States . 

flounder ~toc"\ In the \outhern Ne\\ 
ngland area. the nlted tate\ pro-

posed that additional rr 1tectl\ e mea­
~u res be comldered in conjunction 
\\ith the recommended zero quota de ­
~Igned t) impro\e further the eftectl\e­
ness of e\l~ting gear regulation\ In thl\ 
area. The aim 1\ to reduce foreign In ­
cidental catch e~ of) ello\\ tali flounder 

and o th er groundfish ~toc"s important 
to U .S fishermen . P art ial apprl)\al l11 
th e U . plan was obtained: an area olT 
southern e'.\ England. \\here hottom 
traw lin g b) large \es~els I~ pl,)hlblted . 
was e\lended south,-,ard to \\ater\ off 

e \\ J erse). and additional \e~\el\ 

will be phased out of hottom tra\\ ling 
In th e cri ti ca l area b\ the end of 1976 

The United States maintained that 

.lddlll"I1.d pr,'~rc I r~4ulrnt In thl 

.. nd r.:l.tlcd .Ire~ 10 pr()\lJ~ urt It:nt 

.lddltl,'n.ll prote,tll n I r 'f, undh h 
peLle u,il.t \clln \ t.1I1 I 'und r 

(l,n,eyul'nth It \.1 .l\!rt:~ I Ih.!t 

'reel.1i Illl'l'tln!! 01 th~ d n ~rncd 0l1:0l 

her l:!11\ernl11l'l1h \\"lIld he held In Ih, 
lall ,'I 1'1- t" rc 'he the rt:lllllllln' 
rrl,hlcll1 .. nd th.lt I'f' r".d .ld 'pI~d 
.!t th.!t tlille' \\,'ul" I'l' Inr \ IrJed It r 
telcl:!r.lphl<. \,'tl n\ .III (,mUllI 

III elll her 

.Iflende I 

I 1O 

Hald a\ meeting rCl're,ellllll' Bul '.In.) 
(..InaJa. l)el1lll.tr" I r.ll1lL I eller.1i 
Repunll 1'1 C,erm .. n\ (,crm..ln I) 'nw 
cratlc Reruhlll f.lttl'ndllH! Illr the 
fir t tlille I .. lull lllel11herl kd.lnd 
It al). J"r .. l1. ,'n\,\ P,I,lIld Portu 
gal. ~raln L I1I<'n ,'I \,'\ Il't lLI,dl t 
Reruhlic, L nlted r"lnl! 111111 .lIld the 

attended and Il1dle.ll('d (u'"',) Ie Ir~ 

to JOin the ( 1'1111111 '1,'1 I<err~ ent.l 
tl\ e\ 01 a numher "I ntl cr Intern 
tlonal f1\hale, ,'rg,tllll,ltl 'n ... 1 
attended 

Although the overall quota was 
reduced from 92-LOOO metric tons in 
197-+ to H50.000 metric tons for 1975. 
the 1975 U .. share of the total quota 
increased from 20 to 25 percent. With 
the e\ception of a modest increase for 
Canada. quotas of all other nations 
were reduced in order to provide the 
total required reduction of appro\i­
matel) 7.t.000 metric ton~ as agreed 
at an earlier meeting of th e interna­
tional group . For 1976 . nations have 
agreed to set the o\erall quota at a 
le\ el consistent \\ ith maintaining the 
Illa\illlum sustainable yie ld . 

NOAA Chief Sees Significant Progress in 
International Whale Preservation Measures 

Other actions taJ,.en b) the Com­
mission included the election of D a\ id 
H . Wallace . Commissioner for the 
United State to ICNAF. to be Vice 
Chairman of the Commission. and an 
in\ itation to hold its ne\t annual 
meeting in Edinburgh. Scotland. be­
ginning 10 June 1975 . r-.lr . W allace 
is the Associate Administrator 
r-.larine Resources of NOA 

for 

Scientific ad\iser~ for I AF met 
prior to t he full meet i ng and pro\ ided 
the a uthoritati\e ad\ice on \'hich 
quota \'ere allocated. U .. ' cientlfic 
ad\ iser~ come from the Nalll1nal 
Oceanic and Atmo ' phenc Admlnl-
strallon " 

Sen ice . 
atll1nal ~lanne Fi herle~ 

Because of the enl1Us condllil1n of 

Although the United State~ did not 
ach ie\ e its goal of a 10-) car mora­

torium on all commercial '-'haling. 
"'s ignificant progress" has been made 
in man) aspect~ of international \\hale 
consenation. according to Dr Robert 
r-.1. White . L. Commls~loner of the 
Intern ational Whaling Commission. 
and Admini trator of the Commerce 
D epart ment 's ational Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Admini tration 

Progre s \~ as made In fou r major 
areas during last ~ummer's 26th eS~lon 

of the IWC in London . England. Dr 
Whit e noted . The\ are' 

I. A se lecti\ e moratorium \\lil 
appl) to an) stoc" of \\ hales that 
fall belo\\ optimum population 
le\ el . 

2 World-\\ ide quotas fM \\ hale 
pecle - of mo t concern ha\ e heen 

greatl\ reduced 
- 3. \\'hale SlOC"\ \\ iii he man­
aged b\ ocean area, rathcr than 
ocean ~ a \\ hole 

.t . In establl\hlllg 1'r'lIInUm t " 
le\ el. facll1r L'ther than Imple 
numher l'l \\ ~.\ ~ \\ III t>e ,on Id­
ered-f.lctl)r th:Jt en" mr.l the 
health l)f the 101.!1 manne e,-

\ tem. and th.lt \\.11 
Ii" hment (11 11 rc 
4u o ta le\ el 
"Adoptilln ,'I th 

elect 1\ e ml1r .!Il'rll m 
maJor Lhanl!C If' tpc out .1 

pre\er\..Itll'n 01 the \\l'rld 
~ald Dr \\ hi te '1 111 I 0 It 

a moratorium 
trallan\ a an ar'1endr'1I:Pt t 
propl)\al Il'r a 11)-\ ear I 

all \\ halin!! \\ iii 

c\ eral 
\\ h ... lc 
du L-d 
I 0 \\ Ilh an 
h . 1 n fl r th 

nIh qu 1..1 
b\:en redu ~-d _ 



to 6.000 . Th e ~ p erm wh a le qu o ta wa \ 

m a int a in ed a t l a~ t yea r \ leve l 0 1 

23.000 . 
O nl y in th e ca~e of mlnt.. e w h ale\ 

h as th e q uo ta In crea\ed. from 'i .OOO 

to 7.000. on th e as~ u rance of 'C le ntl , t, 

th a t th i leve l ""il l not \enou\l~ a flee t 
toc k of thiS \mal l ",hale . ",h le h ha\ 

o nl y recentl} hegun to he hane\ ted 

T he tot a l number of ",hale\ th at v. ill 

be a ll owed b) th e quota\ approveu h\ 

th e Iwe for th e ne\.t )Ca f total 'l 7. 'lOO 
The ag ree m e nt t hat all v.h a lc \toet..\ 

will be m a nagcd b) ocea n a rea\ ra ther 

th a n fo r t he ocean, a\ a v. ho le v. ill 

m a t..e pos I ble much I mpro \ LU Ll1ll 

erva ti o n and management h\ Inul\ IU ­

ua l wh a le IOCt.. Qu o ta \ a n; e\tah ­

Ii hed for each o cean a rea. rath e r than 
fo r th e o ceans a~ a v.h o le . hl\ mca n\ 

fo r example . th a t If a v.h a lln g \c\\cl 

ca tc h es It s qu o ta for a n a rca. 11 nUI\ 
no t catch addlli o na l v. hale-. In thai 

a rea but mu t move to a no ther r hl\ 
provl Ion elim lna tc\ th e d a ngcr 01 

se n ou I) depleling Indl\ luual '> toct..'> 

Wit hin an area. a ha ha ppcneu In 
th e past 

The fourth a rea o f m ajor progre...\ 

involve ne"" me th o u fo r ue te rmlnlng 
optimum popula li o n l e v e l ~. a nd pro­

vide that fac to r u ch a th e we ig ht o f 
the animals. th e Int e raCtio n am o ng 

van ous specie of w h a les a nu bet"' ee n 
w h a les and o ther h \l ng thillg. bl; 
considered . 

"The progres achl cved a t thi ~ 

Commis Io n meet in g. whil e fa ll ing 

short of the U .S obJect i ve . i gra t i f,­
ing and IS due to the recogniti o n b, 
member countnes o f the In c reas lllg 
need fo r improved co n ervatI o n mea­
sures," Dr. W hite said . " A CrItical 

elemen t III th e changing a ttitude of 
the Interna t io nal W h a ling Commi -
s ion h as been the advocacy o f tro ng 
w h ale co nservation meas ures b y non ­
governme nt environmenta l organiza­
tions both in t he U .S . a nd in o th e r 
cou ntries . 

'T h e Un ited S tates remains con­
ce rned about m a ny features of i nter­
na t ional wh a le m anagemen t and co n­
servatio n . C atc h P er U nit o f Effo rt o f 
critical speci es of wh a les continues 
to fa ll . This is a w arnin g signa l th at 
w h a ling stocks m ay be in less h ea lth y 
sh a pe th a n some data p o rtray ." 

H e a lso stated th a t in t he U .S . view 
q uo tas a re st ill being set too hi gh , 

pa rti c ul a rl y In VI\;W 0 1 th e unce rtalntl e\ 

In th e ha,e u a ta a nd th e Il\k 0 1 lo ng ­
term or I rrn e r\l hie lo\\e\ o f th e re 

\ (1 urcc a nu th e pll' \l h il1l ~ th d t local 
\t IK t.. \ l11a\ he (l"erl1, h eu 

·lln a ll y . h e no teu . ' th e qu e\ tl on 
II I the h ll m,l ne ne\\ 0 1 v. hale t..ilh ng 
me thll(h requ lrc\ lurt h er e \ ai11ln.t tl on .. 

In (I t her .tctl (l n \ ..I t the i11eet lng . the 

(llil1i11 I'\llln decl\Jcd tn \ t rengthcn 

the '>ecreta l lat dnd II, rc'earch ;ICtl\ 1-

tiC' 1 (1 that enu It \lltl'd ,I hudgt:1 
Increa'e 110m Sih O() 10 (I·HH) 

T here v. ,1\ a g reei11ent h\ ,ill mel11ht:r 

coun tne\ lur the li r' t tlille tn con" kr 
change\ In thL Internatillnal ( nnVell ­
t lllil lor the i{ egula t ll1n (11 'v\' h"ling 

and a v. n rt..lng part\ v.J\ e'>tJhll\heu 

!l) lInuert ,lt..e a thnrllugh Lnn'IUer,ill(1n 

0 1 Pll,,,hle ehang L" 

Scientific Attention 
Is on Bluefin Tuna 

HJ\ e Pll pul..ttlnn, III thL ,pec taculJr 

hluci ln tuna ulmln"heu tl' \u c h ,j 111V. 
pllnt In th e tldntl c d\ tn thredlcn Ih c 

ClI nt Inu eu u,e III the 'peC IC' <I , dn 
Imp l1 rtd n t li,heflc\ rL .... llurLc } 

n,"' e r, III thJt Jnu lllh e r yue -
tl o n, a hllut the glJnt fhh arc heln g 

, o ught In an e\Pdnued 'LlentlflL In 
\l; ti ga ti ll n o f hluciln tuna ,\llLt..\ In 

the tlantlc b\ th c Jtll nJI ceanlL 

anu t mO\phCflL uml nl\t rat IOn The 
program h ~ hcen plaLeu unuer the 
direc ti o n o f th e Sl uthea\t h ,hefle, 

entcr (M iami f-Ia ) of ., 

a t lo na I 1 a n ne h~hcnc;, 

T h ommerce Department agene\ 
eet.. to bfl ng Into c lo e ooperatlon 

a ll ta te . organiza ti o n . and per om 
int e res ted In th e co n e n a tl Il of th e 
b lu efi n tun a v.hil e es IIl g It ~ t a t u~ 

afte r yea r of h ea " ) fi hln g b) ~ po rt 

a nd commerCia l fi he rm e n on both 

id e of th e Atl a ntic . M F sC len t i t 
are h a ping th e ir e ffo rt to cul mi na te 
in th e rapid es ta bli shme nt of a na li o na l 
bluefi n m a nage m e nt a nd co n e r va ti o n 
po li cy fo rmul a ted to o ff e t a ny d e­

clines in blu efi n po pula tio ns and rev ita­
lize th e sto cks . V a rious states are ex­
pected to play a signi fica nt part in th e 
ma nagement pro gram . 

Contributo ry researc h is ca rri ed out 
a t t he N M FS South west Fishe ries 
Cent e r , La J o ll a , Ca li f.. a nd a t th e 
North east F ish e ri es Cent er , W ood s 
H o le, M ass. Ad vis in g a nd ass istin g to 
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Va ry in g d l:g reL .... In th l: \ teppcd -up tuna 
in vc\ ti ga tin n (th c M J \ hit\ hCl:n I: n 

gagl:d In a fl OU, t..lnu, o f tun a rc\cdrch 
fo r ma n, ,Cdr\) (I rl: rcc rca tl o nal a nd 

LOmml:rLld l IUll d fl\ he rrnc n \ tat e o r­

g..tn l/ dtI On\ LO n\C r"" tl n n il gcnc ic\ . 

dnd In t l: r nd ti ll na l ad "l\of\ g ro up \ . 
\port Il\ hcrml: n t r.t Ult IIl na 11 \ hClP n 

l(lot.. lng for th l,; span t h lu efl n\ around 

thl H .. harna\ "nu the" I IOfidd \t ra lt \ 
III \1 .1\ '\p rlng and \UnHTle r Wl,;df 

on the hlg f1,h h 'come" Increa\ lngl\ 
,Ihlllluunt o ff the ed\lern \ horc o f thl: 

I nltl:d '> Idlc\ . ilnu port <lnglcr~ dnu 
f1\hlng Liuh\ \pon\or tournamLn t\ In 

V <lflOU' loc"tlon\ . hc 'Innlng dt ( dt 
(..t\ In the Bahdi11il\ \l dl1\ of Ihl 

tourndfHe"nt\ uate" h 'Il: t.. til the" 1'J'l()\ , 

.Jnd \l1m e 01 the c ha\c hecn Cant:elled 

IlIr the flr\t time thl\ \e;Jr In a po Itl\1: 

rc\r"Il\C to elln\Cf\Jtllln apre"ah h\ 
na IllIndl gamd1\h Or!!dnllat Illn \uch 

d\ th c IntLrnJtlllnal Jdf11e r I\h \ , p ­

Lialion ( I If \ ' Ian \Pllrt gnlUp\ 

dre" rn'plhln' tdg anu relea\c tllurnd ­
fl1ent, huth hlr e p.Jn\lOn III ddla c\)I­

lectin!:! and to tr~ to d\e the" 11 h . he 

hlucfln \Cil\lln gencrall~ enu Mound 
OLtoher (lfl the (anddldn Ll)a\t v.lth 

<I fl1.Jjllr !l>urn.Jment dt ' Ina Ll tid 

ilnd P flnee l: dv.ard h land . v. here 
angler, \ll ten Cdt h tuna III enormlU 

\ile . L..J\t \ car . lor I n\tancc . a record 
1. 12tl-p 1unu bluetln \\ <1: lanue"u otf 

Pflnce d v. aru I lanu . 

lmmerclal bluehn ca tc h e\ hay e 

fluctuated \ignill an t i) uU rln g th e pa t 

~c\eral lear m,iller b luetin arc 
caugh t com mer lalh o ft t he m ld -

t lan t lc coa\ !. the once-abu nda nt 

ur pea n commercia l ca t h I nO\\ 
great I} red uced. and orne Ia n 

na ti o n . pa rtl ul a rl ) J a pa n . ' a lu e blu e­
n n meat abo ve a ll o th e r tun a a nd no v. 

mu\t Imp rt mu c h o f th e de Ired uppl} 
a t e \. ces I\ e co t. 

uth o flt a tl\ e pini o n a to th e pre -
ent ta lU o f th e blue fin lUn a toct.. 

o m e what dl\ ided . o me o b eners 

believe th a t po pulati o ns o f th e gian t 
p eci es ha ve been decimated b) pa t 

fi hing pres ure : o th ers ugges t t hat th e 

relatively fewer blu efi n seen in rece n t 
year ma y be th e re ult of a combina­
tion of natura l pop ul a t io n fl uc tu a t ion 

a nd possib le d ep artures o f th e fish f ro m 
custom a ry m ig ra tory rout es a we ll 

as fis hing pressures. Di ffe rences of 

o p inion can 
kn owl ed ge 

be tra ced to inexact 
of wh a t cons titutes a 



naturall y abundant bluefin population 
compared to a depleted one. migration 
variations of the extremely mo bile 
pecies . biological factors. and effects 

of fishing pres ure on the stock . 
Concern for th e stocks i aggravated 

by recent catch figures: In 1973 . the 
U .S . commercial catch of bluefin in 
the Atlantic dropped by o ne-third . 
from 1.490 metric to ns in 1972: o n th e 
other ha nd . spo rt fi herme n caught a 
reco rd 659 heavyweight bluefin (about 
250 to ns of fish between 300 and 1.200 
pounds) from 72 ve se ls (a lso a record) 
at a popular fis hing tournament held 
in th e fall of 1973 in no rthwest Atlan­
ti c waters. Some marine bio log ists 
ha e exp res ed conce rn over a possible 
sho rt age of medium-sized fis h- th e 
future breeders - noted in recent 
catc he . They say th at for ome time 
mo t of the bluefin tuna caught have 
fallen into ei th er th e immature cia s 
(under 50 pounds) o r the gia nt c lass 
(over 300 pounds) . 

The broad scien tifi c exp lo ra ti on 
underway at M FS laborato ri e seek 
an wers to many que tion . A sam ­
pling might include : 

l. What is the relation - or dif­
ference- between stock of bluefin 
in the eastern and western Atlantic ? 
How much migration occur over 
what distance. and in what direc ­
tion ? 

2. How o ld are th e gia nt bluefins 
boated in the northwe t Atlantic? 

3. When . where. and under what 
circum tances do bluefin tuna 
spawn? What happens to the larva l 
fish a nd what factors affect survi va l 
and growth? Are the medium-sized 
fish missing from today's catches 
at signi ficant levels? 

4. How soon can va lid assess­
ments of total stocks be reached 
through popula ti on dynamics 
studie ? 

Among the ma ny tools to be used to 
assemble the needed da ta base a re : 
expanded tuna-tagging programs; in ­
creased informati on on catch and 
effort from non-traditional sources 
uch a the Japanese longline fleet; 

close working relationships with sport 
fishing clubs and organizations such as 
IGFA , Sport Fishing Institute , the 
National Coaliti on for Marine Con-

I 

servation and others ; logbooks to re-
cord sport catch data in many ports 
along the eastern seaboard and in the 

Caribbean : aeria l spottin g urveys o f 
bluefin schools: a great Iy expanded 
exchange of inform ati o n between 
American and European ma rine 
scientists: and continuing in vo lvement 

with th e Int ern a ti o na l Com mi ss io n for 
the Conserv ati o n of A tl an ti c Tuna to 
coordi nate studi es leading to rational 
int ernati o na l ma nagement of Atlantic 
bluefin tun a. 

Commerce Department Denies Commercial 
Marine Mammal Kill Permits for Second Year 

For th e second success ive year th e 
Commerce Department has denied a ll 
reques ts fo r permits to kill ma rine 
mamm al for commercia l purposes . 
according to a recent report by Secre­
tary Frederic h. B. Dent. The Secretary 's 
second a nnu a l report to the Congre s 
and the U .S. public on acti o ns ta ken 
by the Nationa l Oceanic and Atmos­
pheric Admin istra ti on wi th reference 
to marine mammals wa delivered . as 
required. by 2 1 June 1974 . 

The extensive docum ent (18 1 pages). 
ubmitted to th e Senate and the Hou e 

of Representati ves . among other things 
de lin eates the reasons for . and th e 
charac ter of. everal procedural or reg­
ulatory change eit her proposed or 
made in the administration of the 
Marine Mammal Protection Act of 
1972. 

The Secre tary 's report a lso describes 
the circum tances surrou ndin g the 
handlin g of a number of 92 appl ica­
ti o ns so far received by NOAA's 

a ti ona l Marine Fisherie Service for 
permi ion to cap ture or otherwi e 
acquire ome 10.000 marine mammals , 
a ll to be used fo r sc ienti fic research or 
public display . Most o f twenty approved 
applicat ions involved th e capture a nd 
rei ease of almost 9 ,000 of the ocean­
dwelling anima ls for scienti fic resea rch ; 
the next largest number of permits was 
granted to pe rso ns a nd o rga ni zat ions 
wishing to re tain custody of a nima ls 
for e ith er scientific research o r public 
display . Other appli cations have been 
deni ed , withdrawn , or referred to ap ­
propri a te States for action ; 65 of th e 
92 app licati o ns to ta ke or use ma rine 
mammals in various ways awaited 
dispositi o n as of th e end of April. 

The Act , which took effect in De­
cember 1972 , is administe red and en ­
forced by NOAA 's N ati o na l Marine 
Fisheries Service in matters related 
to po rpo ises , whales, seals, and sea 

45 

li ons. Other marine mammals come 
under th e jurisdicti o n of the Depart­
ment o f th e Interio r . The Act estab­
li shed. with some exceptions . a mora­
torium o n the takin g o r importation 
of marine mamm als and on the im­
porta ti on o f ma rine mammal products. 

The Act stipul a tes that a series of 
lega l. scientifi c . a nd technologica l st eps 
be taken by th e Commerce and Interior 
Departments in a susta ined effo rt to 
maintain-and if necessa ry rebuild­
population o f marine ma mmals . It 
a lso requires th at an a nnual account ­
ing be made o f th e stewardship of the 
Act by th e respo nsible Federal 
agencies . 

The current report , in th ree parts. 
covers the peri od June 1973 through 
April 1974 . The first pa rt . "Actions 
Taken to As ure the Well-Being of 
Ma ri ne Ma mmals," describes the de­
tai ls surro unding: economic hardship 
exemptio ns; publi c disp lay and scienti ­
fic re earch permits; applicat ions for 
waiver of the mo rato rium ; resea rch 
and development of fis hing gear de­
signed to prevent ha rm to porpo ises 
associ a ted with tuna fi shing ; resea rch 
of fur sea ls on the Pribi lof Islands in 
the Bering Sea; legal enfo rcement of 
the tenets of the Act ; a nd internatio nal 
programs related to ma rine mammals. 

The second part of the repo rt , "Cur­
rent Status of th e Stocks of Marine 
Mammals," contains li sts of ma rine 
species with which the N M FS is con­
cerned. alo ng with scienti fic in fo rma­
ti o n a bout those species compil ed by 
many marin e bi ologi sts. It also li sts 
and summari zes ex isting marine mam­
ma l laws and regulations. 

The third section contains appen ­
dices germane to recent marine mam­
mal actions, regulations. and notices . 

The text of the Secretary's report 
appeared in the Federa l R eRisl er dated 
24 June 1974 (39F.R.23895). 


