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The 49th state offers many 
rewards to the marine angler. 

Marine Recreational 
Fishing in Alaska 

This paper on marine sport 
fishing in Alaska was written by 
staff members of the Alaska 
Region, National Marine Fish­
eries Service, Juneau, AK 99801. 

INTRODUCTION 

Alaskans go fishing. Ma rin e ~port 

fishing in A la ka occurs prim a ril y ncar 
center of populati o n and a long coa~tal 
road sys tems. I n south ea~ te rn A I a~ka 
man y angle r can be o n th e fishing 
grounds wi thin an hour from the time 
th ey leave work in th e a ftern oon . In 
1969 for examp le. K odia l-- spo rtsme n 
took ove r 12.000 pink 'a lm o n while 
surf fis hin g at the mouth of the Busl--in 
Ri ver. a 20-minute drive from town. 

EI ew here saltwate r fi hlng may 
prove a major weel--e nd undertaking. 
Some re ident of the greater Anchor­
age area may actuall y I--eep their plea­
sure boats in uch place as H omer or 

eward for the entire ~ummer. com­
muting on the weel--end to fi h . Ian, 

anadian re ident use cartop sl--Iffs 
or trail er sma ll boat fr m a far awa} 
a Whltehor e. Yul--on Territor) to 
Haines for a weekend' fis hin g. All 
indications point to a continued rapid 
increase in marine recreational fi hing 
in Ala ka. Both resident and n n­
re ident sport fishi ng licen e sale 
dramatically support thi contention. 

SPORT FISHI NG 
LICENSE SALES 

Resident license a les ha \ e increased 
from 33.300 in 1960 to 71.707 in 
1970. a gain of 116 percent in 10 years. 
In 1970 over 37 percent of a ll Alas­
kans 16 year and older bought port 
fis hin g licenses. Many oth ers unde r 16 
yea rs of age. and who a re not required 
to purchase fishing license. fished too. 

The sale of nonresident sport fi h­
in g licenses shows even greater growth . 
In 1960 nonresidents purchased 12. 800 
fishing licen es while in 1970 sales 
reached 41.683, an increase of 226 
percent in just 10 yea rs. Revenues 
from nonresident license sa les compris­
ed o nl y 38 percent of tota l sales in 1960 
but by 1970. 50 perce nt of the license 
revenues came from nonresident 
sources . We believe thi s rapi d inc rease 
in nonresident sport fis h ing will con­
tinue . 

Severa l facto rs cont ribute to the 
expanded interest 111 spo rt fis hin g in 
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A laskan waters. The State of Ala\ka 
is increa~ing its ferry system through-

ut ~outheastern Alaska and m re 
people are u~ing the marine highway 
each yea r . Air travel from eattle has 
made maj o r centers along Alaska's 
coas tline readil y accessible to tourists 
from th e I wer 48 tates. A sportsman 
ca n n w board a plane in eattle and 
be in Junea u in ju t :: hour . n 
additional 11 /2 -ho urs Aying time put 
an a ng le r In Anchorage. which i 
ce ntra ll y loca ted with g od tran porta­
tion for reaching prime fishing a reas on 
the Kenai a nd Ala ka Penin ulas. 
Visitor are journ eyi ng to Ala ka In 
In creas ing numbers each yea r. Ma n, 
of the c people are angler and the, 
a re qUick to learn th a t catching a 12-14 
pound coho or 30-40 pound chinook 
salmon provides a high quality fi hlng 
expenence. 

MARINE SPORT 
FISHING VALUE 

In 1970. re ident and nonre ident 
sport fi hermen purchased Alaskan 
licen e worth 662.0 I. The 1970 

ational Fishing a nd Huntin g Sune). 
compiled for the U.S . Bureau of Sport 
Fi henes and Wildlife. e timated that 
the average fre hwater fi herman pent 

127 per yea r while the average alt­
water a ngler spent $1 29 per year. Re­
cognizing th a t these va lues are un­
doubtedly low for Alaskan. we can 
st ill u e them to estimate that re ident 
Alaskans pent a minimum of 
$9. 250.203 to go port fishing in 1970. 
Since a pproximatel y 75 percent of 
Ala ka ns live on or near the coast. 
we ma y assume that at least about the 
same proportion of license holders 
fish for marine or anadromous fish 
species. primarily sa lmon . Con eq uen t­
Iy. marine sport fishing in Alaska re­
presented a minim u m expend iture of 
over $6.9 million in 1970. 

Althou gh mos t a ngle rs di rect th eir 
attention toward sa lmon fish ing (pr i­
mari ly ch in oo k a nd coh os) a growi ng 
number of fis h erme n a re becoming 
aware of o th e r a nad rom ous s pec ies 
that provide excell ent fis hi ng a t ce r­
tain ti mes and locati o ns th roughout 



Fishing derbys are popular in Alaska . Here, 
boats take oil at one 01 the three starting 
lines during the 1973 Golden North Salmon 
Derby I at Juneau . 

Alaska . Stee lhead tro ut . c utthroa t 
tro ut . Arcti c ch a r , D o ll y Va rde n c ha r . 
and shee fi sh a ll o ffe r excitin g rec rea­
ti o n to th e a ngler willin g to spe nd a 
little e xtra tim e a nd e ffo rt to seek th e m . 
Othe r vi s ito rs a re de li ghted whe n th ey 
ca tch a Pac ific h a libut o r a few c ra bs 
or di g a buc ket o f razo r cl a ms. 

Whil e c urre nt inte res t cente rs o n th e 
above spec ies . a hi gh a bunda nce of 
o th e r m a rine fis hes prov ides a n u n­
equ a led o ppo rtunit y fo r th e in fo rmed 
angle r. Po te nti a l spo rt fishe ri es a lso 
ex is t fo r true cod . lin g cod. rockfis he . 
gree nlin gs. a nd o th e r fl a t fishes th a t 
a re a ll no w be i ng c o ns ide red sc ra p 
fi sh by m ost fi she rm e n . H e re in li es a 
rea l po te nti a l fo r d evelo pin g a n ex­
panded spo rt fi sh e ry thro ugh ed uca tin g 
the fi hin g publi c to th e value of th e e 
speci es as we lcom ed additi o ns to th e 
angle r 'S c reel. 

urre ntl y. fr o m 90 to 95 pe rcent of 
th e m a rin e rec reati o na l fishin g is 
pro babl y directed toward chin ook and 
coho salmo n . The A las ka De partment 
of Fi sh and G a m e. full y recogn iz in g 
the importance of m a rin e recreational 
fis hin g. o ndu cts a fa irl y substanti a l 
ma rine ' po rt fis h program support ed 
la rge l~ b) Din gc ll -J o h nso n fund~. The 

I M ent~on of trade names o r commerci a l prod­
ucts In thiS publication d oes no t Im p ly end orse­
ment by the National Marine Fi sherie s Service 
NOAA 

program covers fo ur maj o r a reas o f 
endeavo r: creel c e nsus. ha tc her; pro p­

aga t io n , po nd a nd la" e c ulture. a nd 
escapement su rveys . 

NMFS SALMON STUDIES 

A lthough the NMFS now funds no 
projects sole ly fo r th e mar ine rec re­
a ti o na l fis he ry in A la ka. conside rab le 
prog ress is be i ng made in ce rt a i n re­
sea rch th at will produ ce sp in -off bene­
fi ts for spo rt fi shin g. Pe rh aps the most 
signi ficant progra m having s uc h poten­
ti a l is th e salm o n e nh a ncement \.\or" 
be in g d o ne a t o ur Littl e Port Walter 
fie ld s tati o n a nd th e A u ke Ba) Fisher­
ies Lab o ra tory. H e re. sc i entl~ts are 
deve lop ing grave l incubation and 
rea ri ng technique th a t ma) mar"ed l) 
in c rease th e p rodu cti o n of sa lmon per 
un it a rea w ith o nl y m o dest outlays of 
fun ds a nd effo rt . At l ittlc Port 
Walt er. pil o t e :-..p e rim c n ts ln salt\\ atcr 
rea rin g o f coh o ~ mo l h \\Ith \Upple­
m e nt a l fee dings a re prodUCing \er) 
enco uraging rcs ult s. A Similar c"\pcn­
me nt is be in g car ri ed o u t \\ ith chll1ool-; 

o rre la ti\ e e:-..perimen h llf planting 
co ho in \ irgin la " cs. not utilized he­
cause of ba rri er fa lk arc al,o ) Icldlng 
pro misi ng re ul t, . F- r) are reared In 
the~c l a"c~ \\ ith o ut ,uppleillen tal k.:J­
in g. thu s prO\ Idll1 g Ill\\ -Cll,t ,':.1\\ arJ 

Ill ig ran h . O \ er.1ll return frl'lll th.: 
\ anl)U\ e"\ penlllcnt c,alt\\ater pen 
rea n ng. \lrgln la"e plant. anJ Jlfkr.:nt 
lllc" lI1g den\lt lc) tanJ ~ ah,'ul 16 
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percent. The <., r l'f"e,t <.;cn I e ,llId 
the Ala," a Departlllcnt (II I I h ,Ill I 
Game ha\c cndllr'Ld thl, Ie e,lrdl III 

a re JOlnll1g \11 Sin d produt.:t \! 

scale proJcct ttl C\ ,ilU.lt~ Ihe 111 lit 
prodUCing potcntlal tll I(lur 1,t"L m 
L itt lc Port WaltLr ha\lllg a ,::olllbill 

a rea of ahout 74() aer<.:, III .tddlllOIl I 
this project. [ Ittlc POll \\ allcr I sen 
ing as a ,ourcc (If Cllh,1 cgg f, r Ih~ 

A D F&G halLhcn pf"llgralll 

Gaining "nll\\kdge III Ihl' be a\IlH 
and Ilk hl'>tor) ,II p,lll'ntl,tlh ImpLfl,lllI 

~port Ihh 'PCCIC' prlllr In c\pIOII. ilL Il 
can prll\idc rC'llun:e 1ll.1Ilacer \\llh 
\aluable infl'rllldlilln UpOIl \\hl h I I 

ba,e rcall\tlc I11dn.lg<.:lllcnl pr{l'r 111 

SClcn tlS!\ dt Au"e B,I) ha\L' C"lllplt.:l<.:d 
sludlc\ Ihdt ,h,1\\ Ihe t:\1 1t:1lt.:l: II 

hl)l11t: \lIe and hOl11lng ahtlll\ r I ,Idull 

\Clll1\\ldti rllc"ll,h Klld,11 h 
pOlential" c"\c.:lknl pllrl h,h on It hI 
tac"lc. hut Ihl\ ,tud\ ,hl'\\ Ih,tl ntll 
I\t: Il,hlng ,)1 d Illl,tlll~d dduh I,ll. 

could cau't: a l,lllfHerm ci<.:chll<.: III I 
abundanct:. all I rnlk rtanl \. Il Id.: 
Illln In 1l1an.lglng Ihl P<.:LIC I Ir 
'Pl)rt Ii ht:n 

IMPORTAN T USE OF 
BAYS AND ESTUARIES 

1 hL \\ .It IUd .. : I) 1 

WI1 ,I the n; 

port" hlng a .In III r 
-\b "3 b.l\ 
c n"derall n I 'I\en I 
n.ttur 1 rc I ur e III Ihelr 



the impact of proposed projects on 
mari ne. estuari ne. and anadromo us 
fishes and their environments. This 
Division also works closely with the 
Corps of Engineers . U .S. Forest Serv­
ice , and other governmenta l agencies 
to insure th at adequate measures a re 
taken during the planning and con­
struction of projects to protect and 
enhance marine sport fishing oppor­
tunities . 

Currently, a feasibility study initiated 
by WRS personnel is being proposed 
for the Corps of E ngineers C hen a 
River Flood Control Project near 
Fairbanks . If adopted , this project 
would utilize gravel incubation tech­
niques to enhance the chinook salmon 
runs to thi s river, providing a source 
of eggs for the State to use in i mprov­
ing runs to other areas, as well as 
augmenti ng an already existing 
sport fishery for this species dee p in 
interior A laska . 

T he outlook for marine recreational 
fis h ing in Alaska is not all bright. Al­
ready some potentially serious prob­
lems are developing whose resolutions 
will require considerabl e effort on the 
part of biologists, resource managers, 
legislators, and the general public. 
C hi ef among these is the localized. 
but intense, conflict between sport 
and commercial fis hermen. Antagon­
ism has al ready developed in such 
areas as Seward , upper C ook Inlet , 
and certain sections of Prince William 
Sound and southeastern Alaska . De­
visin g s)stems for the fair allocation 
of fishery resources between various 
use rs will require additional time and 
effort as sport fis hi ng pressure increases 
for such species as chinook, coho. 
and socke)e salmon . 

Conflicts may also arise regarding 
the origin of these two species . An 
unkn o\\ n proportion of chinook and 
coho sa lmon orginate in Canadian 
spawning grounds. Some chinooks 
from the Panhandle rivers of south­
eastern Alaska come from spawning 
grounds that are principally in Canada, 
but pass through Alaskan rivers and 
estuaries on their seaward migrati on 
and returning spawning run . In our 

Even small skiffs can offer exciting salmon 
fishing potential in the sheltered inside 
waters of Southeastern Alaska . Alaska 
Department of Fish and Game photo. 

negotiati ons with Canada then , we 
must eventuall y come to grips with 
weighin g the value of a spawning 
ground as compared to the rearing 
areas and migration paths of th e 
estuaries . 

Other problems confronting man­
agers center around th e collection of 
data and educati ng the public regard­
ing the ye t untap ped sport fis hin g 
potential of oth er mari ne species. Creel 
census data collecti on must be stan­
dardized, expanded, and used to sup­
port additional research. Educational 
programs to expand public interest in 
other fishes with sport potential will 
take some pressure off diminished 
salmon runs until enhancement mea­
sures can be initiated to build up stocks 
now under intensive ex pl o itati on by 
both spo rt and commercial fishermen. 
Further, research on paralytic shell­
fish poisoning might result in dramati­
call y expanding both the sport and 
commercial fis hery fo r bivalves , par­
ticularly the butter clam, in south­
eastern Alaska, if a sure and simple 
method for determining cl am toxicity 
can be developed . 

Despite these problems, the future 

looks bright for Alaska's growing 
marine rec reational fishery. The in­
creasing pressure on sport fish re­
sources around population centers can 
be met with aggressive and imaginative 
research and management programs . 
Conflicts in resource allocation can 
be solved through the development 
of fair regulations based on sound 
research programs . 

The NMFS's role in developing 
Alaska's marine recreati onal fisheries 
will center on (I) providing active 
support to the State of Alaska for the 
coll ection. compilation. and publica­
tion of mari ne sport fish creel census 
data: (2) continuing the development 
and improvement of enhancement 
measures using grave l incubators , 
saltwater rearing pens , virgin lakes for 
rearing coho and chinook fry: (3) con­
ducting an informational and educa­
tional program directed toward devel­
oping public interest in recreational 
fishing for rockfish, soles , and cods 
presently regarded as scrap fish: (4) 
supporting an economic study of the 
impact of marine recreational fishing 
on Alaskan communities, and (5) 
working with the State of Alaska 
through the State/Federal Program 
to develop management programs pro­
viding fair a ll ocation of catches be­
tween users. 
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