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Bits and Pieces 

Y ou have now waded through 
quite a number of do 's a nd don ' ts . 
N everth eless, scra ps o f informat ion 
have, no doubt , bee n left behind. 
We' ll see if we can pick u p a few such 
bi ts and pieces. 

Let's ta lk a bou t your oi lskins. They 
have, at times, been du bbed "the 
fis herm a n 's uniform ," a fit name a nd 
one o f whi ch no seafaring man need 
fee l as hamed . Most work on dec k is 
of such a nature that oi I ki ns must 
be wo rn in orde r to keep reaso nably 
dry. In po int of fact. o ilskins should 
be worn In all ma nner of deck work, 
wet o r dry, because o ilskin s don' t 
just keep you dry , they a lso prevent 
your fi sh ing clothes fro m becom in g 
too dirt y too fas t. 

Besides. your o ilskin s protect you . 
A fl yin g longline hook, o r a "jagger" 
on an old wi re rope can get a real 
good grip in your fis hing shirt o r 
pants . With o il kin on , you would 
stand a good chance of getti ng away 
from such an encou nter cot-free . 
Don't wea r too much clothing unde r 
your oi lskins . A u it of oil kins con
ser\oes bod) hea t ve ry wel l. You shou ld 
fec i chill y when you first come o n 
ded .. It is time-consuming to remove 
thc c\tra clothin g 'Ahen yOU begin to 
\\arm up fro m e.\ e rcisc . 

If yOU go out in a do ry o r a skiff. 

whet her fo r business, recreati on , o r 
salva ti o n, wea r yo ur o il skins . You wi ll 
be s nu g a nd warm when the fe ll ow 
with out o il sk in is ke pt busy t ryin g 
to control hi s chatte ri ng tee th . In case 
you should be fo rced to a ba ndo n shi p, 
be sure to have your o il ki ns a lo ng 
whe n yo u make the fi na l ju mp fro m 
th e deck and into the li fe boa t or 
life raft. Here is a case where your 
oilski n sui t may well ma ke the di ffe r
ence betwee n your surviva l or your 
extin cti on . 

Th ere usua ll y will be som e prov i
sion fo r d ry in g your cl o thing, whi ch 
at the end of the wa tch o n deck will 
be da m p from pe rsp irati on and fro m 
condensa t ion inside your o il skin s. 
And those o il sk ins, a lo ng with gloves 
and wristl e ts (or w ri ste rs) sho ul d be 
washed before hangi ng to dry . 

Drying wet , heavy fi shing c lothes 
ca n be quite a p roble m on a fis h ing 
boat , e pecia ll y o n a small e r a nd/or 
older one. No cook wo rth hi s salt 
wi ll tole ra te dryin g c lo th es a round hi s 
ga ll ey ra nge . This is not mea nness; 
it's com mo n sense a nd entire ly prope r, 
because th e ra nge a nd its vic init y is 
where the foo d is pre pa red . But ex 
ce pt io ns may be made a t ni ght whe n 
food is no t bein g prepa red . 

Some engi ne rooms a re roomy 
enough so th a t the enginee r will let 
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c rewmen use ce rta i n pa rts o f it as a 
dryin g room . M a ny engine rooms, 
however , a re fo rbidden territ o ry, fo r 
good a nd va lid rea o ns. If you do get 
perm iss io n to h ang your wet c lo th es 
in th e engine room , you must , o f 
course, ha ng your thin gs in th e spot 
whi ch th e enginee r (or skipper) ha 
po int ed out to you and nowhere else! 
A ga rm e nt o f whateve r kind , hun g in 
the wro ng p lace, may be sucked into 
an a ir inta ke, caught by a belt o r a 
turn ing shaft , a nd cause a ll ma nne r 
of da mage to th e engi ne o r to o ther 
mac hine ry, to say nothin g o f wha t 
ha ppens to your c lo th es . 

Wh at if you should be rea ll y u n
luc ky a nd get a bi g tea r in your fis hin g 
shirt o r fis hin g pants? Y ou can't j ust 
toss it away a nd ge t a new o ne be
cause th e nea rest out fi ttin g sto re may 
be hu ndreds of mi les aWay . So what 
do you d o? You me nd it , th at's what. 
You have your sewin g kit and plen ty 
of woole n ya rn . A herrin g-bo ne stit ch 
with heavy (doubl e o r mo re if needed ) 
woolen ya rn will m ake a ve ry re
spectable repa ir job. With a littl e 
practi ce you ' ll be a bl e to make it a 
very neat j o b, too. For mo re ela bo rate 
mendi ng o r patchi ng there a re pl as ti c 
menders on the market . 

Do you kn o w how to use a pair of 
oars? T o row a boa t, th at is? If not. 
go rent yo urself a 14- or 16-foot skiff, 
o r be tt e r still, bo rrow an old d o ry. 
a nd practi ce rowin g until you lea rn 
how to handl e a pair of oa rs effecti ve ly. 
A fi sherm a n/sea man who is una bl e 
to pro pel a row boa t by means o f th e 
oa rs if and wh en th e co nditi o ns de
mand , is a pitiful sight to behold a nd 
a mo t foo li sh lookin g one to boot. 
Lea rn to use a pair o f oa rs. Th at abil
it y mi ght save your life , if you should 
suffer a shipwreck . 

It may not be probable, but it is 
poss ible, th at at som e time in your 
fis hing ca reer you may ha ve to use a 
small boa t to survive , or an infl atabl e 
li fe raft. o r a life preserver , o r a fire 
ex tin gui sher . T ake a good hard specu 
la ti ve look a t th ese it ems and ask 
some ques ti o ns. Don 't ta ke " no" for 
a n a nswer ; it's your life that you ' re 
conce rn ed about. 
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Attenu a Ille ralt Intlatilln Uel1111n
~tration. Tr) on a Ille pre,er\er. and 
be able to finu one on \ llLlr boat In 
the uar"- . I--. nOl\ \Ihere the fire e\tln
gLli,her~ .Ire anu hO\1 to L1'e thel11 
When the~e Itel11' arc needeu . the\ 
arc neeueu fa,t Y llLl 111.1\ he the lIne 

\\ho ha~ to l11a"-e the decl'llln. It I' 
too late then to learn hll\\ the\ arc 

L1'ed. Orgal1lleu el11ergenc\ tr.lIlllllg 
of thl' "-Inu lor fI,herl11en I' aiIlHI,t 
\\ holl) 1l0n -e\l,tellt nll\l. '0 HIU \\ III 

hale to put the IdCh together \IILlr'ell 
In "ll11e fhhene,. e,peclall) In the 

) ear-roLinu fi"hene,. ,L1ch a, lltter
tra\\llIlg. a certalll nLimber III harbllr 
ua), arc L1n.l\oludble. uLie tIl the 
"cather lIn the ort h Pacllic coa,h 

Do ) OLi enJO\ reaulllg" " ,0. be 'u re 
to bnng plent\ llf reading l11atenal 
Ilith )OU "hen yOU gll to ,ca. I lIng 
harbllr ua\S \\ ill 'eem eler 'II l11uch 
longer If) ou run out 01 reauillg l11at

ter Rel11el11ber. the tnenul) public 
librar) IS ailIng \\a) l)ff. anu there 
\\ill be no nellsstanu cillse at h.II1U. 
either! 

If yOU arc a fisherman \Iho U't;, 
reaulng glasses onl). yOU arc more 
fortunate than the man \\ho must 

u,e gla"e, I' ll uee"- I ng ra in dilL! 
,pray 111:1"-e It ddlleult to ,ee Llearh 
al1d 111 a 11) alltl-Iog Iledtl11ellh Pil 
lell,e, hale heell tned \\llh 1.11\ Ing 

'UCLe" II C) egl .I"e' .Ire lleLe".In. 
a I.ln\ ard 1111111 (lile hlll\ tIl the lHher . 

pa"lllg arllulld the h.lc"- 01 the Ileck 
llr head. I' a \.duahle a"l,t til prelent 
their II)" II "-IlPL"-cd lIlt. 

I here .Ire pther fj,hCll11ell II ho 
hale e\c c(IITectllln, \\ hleh C.lll he 

rel11edled h\ ClllltdCt len,e, . I hi, I' .In 
lue.1I .11l"lel II \ (IU c.m u,e thel11 hut 

It auu, tll the pcr,nll.d chnre'. 'Incc 
the\ 1l1ll,t generall\ he I elllll\CU he

tllre glling tIl the hun"- . 

1 here arc (Ither per,<lllal hdndlcdp' 
that call he ll\CrClll11e Olle uch h.lp
peneu tll he .I llne-Ieggeu 1ll.ln Illth 
.m drtlculated .IItlllcl.d Ill11h He \1.1' 

lIn the hllat Illr .I Ilee"- Illthllut the 
'''-Ipper "-mll\ IIlg III It. One d.I\. hi 

leather h'lrlle" gllt Ilet. dnu dunng 
the llit-llatch It \Ia, hung up tll un 

The harne" uned . hut It ,hrank "I 
that the leg cllulu Illlt he "reln't.llleu·· 
Ilhen the man gllt Lip ne t ll111rnlng. 
T he truth II a, out anu the '''-Ipper 
\\ as speechless. tor llnce 

YIlU 111.1) well hale to we "- , he lt er 
III all ,1I1ehllrage l hat ma} he la r Irol11 
,ale a, .I harhor, hu t the on l) one 

1\lth lll reach. It 111 a) he e\pllwu til 
the 1\Jl1d hlll\\ll1g .It the mllment. or 
to ,I l11ea,ure 01 Ileean "'ell,. or til 
hoth. IIr the hllttol11 111.1) he tllll haru 

(Ir tlHI ",It to prllllue rea'"nahl) gOllu 
Id,tenlllg 1111 the dnehllr In ,ueh 

hdrhllr, '"U hdle to ,tanu "dl1eh(lr 
I\,tlch' uunng the I1lght When .In 

,lIlchl1r \\<lteh I' nece."an. each l11an 
td"-e, hi' turn In the ,.II11e IIruer a, 

he td"e, hi' tnc" .It the "heel. Y(lur 
Illh 1111 dllehor \\ateh " (II cour,e. til 
Ildtch llUt 1111 unit III ,"ur Ie, el anu 

tIl call t he "I pper the l110ment ) llU 
Illltll:e th,lt ,he I' uragglng her .Jnehnr 

I I t here I d rauar ct nn hllard. 
the .I1lb I' ed') ellllugh. int;e )IIU Can 
reau all) change In PlI,itllln IIII' the 
... luar ,creen . \ \ Ithllut a rau,jf ,et. 

l11uch 1l1llre \\Iue-a\\ake I\atehlulne 

I' reljulreu. III that Cd,e. PIC" )llUr dl 
d Llluple III "pllinh III refcrencl'." 
1 hL,e mu,t he llme\\ ht;re .Jheum. -\ 

ClIUple III 1l11luntain pea",. llr a pea" 
anu a hill. a CllUple III tall tree. LlIle 
tree dnd lIne nllluntain pea"-. llr \\ hal
eler I' alailahll'. If l)lle line" up lIn 
the other. IOU hale a rail";, anu il 
lIne nlllle" In relation tll the lIther 
)IIU arc uniting. 

Ag,lIn lIn the beam. Ight a la nu 
mar"- acnl s the compa", an u note the 
uireclilln of bl'anng The boat ma) 
' \llng dllllut. but the cllmpa,~ bea n ng 
"houlu remain the "amc. If It uoc"n ·t. 
yOU arc urittlng. Remcmber. a ra n ge 
con" l.,t s of t \\ O lan u mar "-s In line (a nu 
a compa~ bea n ng If th e n ea re~ t o ne 
is qUit e close). bea nng i a compa~s 

reauln g o n a I c r) clo e la num a r"- . 

Th esc tdlt a les le t ) o u "-n O\I \1 h e n 
th e boa t u nlh C hec "- th e m c o nst a ntl) . 
A no th er te llt a ll' . o n roc"-) bo tt o m i 
a sliding a nch o r \\ hich teleg ra phs a 

r um ble up th e c a ble I\he n it m Oles . 
D o n 't fo rget. chec"- the II ire o n the 
\\lIl c h . a nu l11a"-e certain that the 
" uri ft" i~ n o t caused b) a loose bra"-e 
- th e lIire pa ying out. Call the "-ip
per o lcr a n) uncert a inty - the quicker 
th c be tter. 


