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Shore Leave 

)' ,lU .Ire .I Ihher Jl1.m .Ind .t eJJl1.tn 

an d \ ou \\ .t nt \llUr sh,' re lea\ e [,1 

taJ..e a trtp ashore IS \ (lur n ~ht . "r 
cour e. \\ hene\ er \\Ill d .t nd \\ e.lther 
an d li,hmg .tnJ rUll nlng bet\\een II h ­

i ng grllu nd. perm i t. 
Y o u ma) \\ant to hale a Il ,) rt ll r 

t\\O during \l.IUr shore lea\e. and that 

a l 0 m a\ be a needed easement One 
m an enJo\ s hal I ng a dn nJ.. . an lllher 

m an e nJo~ S 11(1 / ha\ I ng lIne : b"th 
ha le a perfect nght to enJo~ \\hate\\?r 
they p refer. up to a pOint nu the 

pOint IS nght here ~our enJll) ment 
must not interfere \\ Ilh the nghts III 
the ne'\t fello\\ . 

Before ) ou step ashore. as J.. the 
sJ..ipper about lea\ing time . It is th e 
skipper' uut) . really. to announ ce the 
e,\act ho ur at ",hich he intenus to 

lea\'e port. but if the sJ..ipper uoes not 
do so, ask him . And maJ..e certain that 
you h a \'e the ho ur well fhed in jOur 
mind. 

----- -- - ----- -----------

---------
---------------------

------nee \, lU J..llll\\ the h ur ,11 Je­

p.lrture. ) "U h.l\e III e .:u e \1 hat l­

e\er I,'r heln!.! 1.11l.' \ldJ..e sur" thJt 
\,IU .trn\" l'n h n.Jrd the \e d --10 
ml nute, hd ,Ire the anrll'U n.:ed 1e.1 \ mg 

time RLlnemha. II \ ,IU d,'n t shl)\\ 

uJ1 Iln hllard l'n tll11e. the \e el .tnd 
11\ l.:re\\ \\ill be Illreed t,l \\alt I,lr )"U. 
and \llU h.ne 1111 right .It all tIl maJ..e 

"ther pellple \\ ,lit I,lr \ IIU e J1Ll.I.tll~ 

\\ht.:n SUl.:h \\aiting I cllstlng the time 

III both \essel and cre\\ . \\hleh nlLJns 

lishlng time. \\ hll.:h again me.tns ills 
llf earnings The <Idage "time" nlllne\ .. 

IS more true In commercial lishlng 

than In nearly any othe r J..lnd "f \\LlrJ.. 

because the lish (ltJ..e the tide) \\alt tllr 

no man. rgo. be bacJ.. on board In 
goou time for lea\ Ing port 

I f JOU hale "holsteu a fe\\" \\ htle 
a hore. be e'\tra careful \\ hen ap­
proaching your boat. The docJ.. may 
be slipper). the tide ma~ be Oll t . anu 

the dccJ.. of ) o ur boat a long \\ a) 
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h\\n Keep.!.:' U. lilu :;np n t. l. 

teplauder . a \, U I \\ 1\ de "end lrom 

Ul c ((\ d"cJ.. 
II l er.tI b .It .Ire tleu up abrl:a t. 

.Ind \ our b"at h.lppen III b ... on the 
,lut Id .... b ... c.lrdul \\ hen cr mg th ... 

In Od\\ een b at - .1 r oJ' "h "f .1 

lllanh"Je. III a \ b.:: 11J1 ... n RLI emb.::r. 
II ),IU ulkr an InJur~ \\hlle Lln a 
"lee tack." ~llU mal \\ell ILl e \l'ur 
pri \ ikgL III I reL nkdl -.II at tent i,ln . 

[he 1.1\\ a" 01 abilit~ be n.:t It 
anSing Ir,lIn Injun 11r dl ea e ':Lln­
tracted lIn h,lre lea\e I Included. 

IIllft" ""l /,1 /11, ),', /1(./ ) \ ~/Il 

,,(lll""t /",.",//1,"<1/, 1l"("reI/OIl."1 

nd getting ste\\ed " a " deliberate 
IndISCretlLln," surel) 0, be careful! 

If) ou happen to hal e the fir t 
\\heelturn \\hen lea"ng port. )L1U 
must, llf cour e, be dead sober \\ hen 

returning from shore lea\e . n In­
ebnated man at the \\ heel of a \ e el 



can cau e untold amounts of damage 
and of human misery. No seaman. 
needless to say. can assume the re­
sponsibility for the safety of vesse l 
and crew when less th an sober . 

After unloading a trip , the boat is 
washed down and tied to a float o r a 
dock. Then the boys clean themselves 
up while the kipper and delegate are 
at the tore "settling up ." and gett in g 
the checks ready. When th ese two 
stalwarts get back wi th the checks and 
some cash for those who want to go 
uptown. the boat will empty of life 
except for o ne or two w ho want to 
write a letter o r perhaps take a nap 
before that even ing uptown. If severa l 
days are pent at the docks before 
going out again. and especiall y if you 
are not in your homeport. there wi ll 
be many trip up on the dock. 

There will also be many trips to 
the galley or fo'c'sle of another boat 
to visit friends and swap stories and 
"get the latest." This is a favorite 
pastime and most enjoyable. to meet 
old shipmates and make new friends. 
trading information a nd gossip, and 
goes on whether you are taki ng your 
ease at the galley table, overhaul i ng 
gear on the deck, or up on the dock. 
You are part of a club. 

But even ocializing is not an un ­
mixed blessing. You may be tied up 
two or three boats away from the dock 
or the float, and the deck arrangemen t 
of gear a nd equipment will differ o n 
each boat. There wi ll be somethin g 
to st umbl e against on an unfamiliar 
deck when yo u return in the middle 
of th e ni ght. Some boats may have 
carelessly left the hatch open, a nd the 
deck li ghts mi ght be out , o r too dim 
to see well o n deck. Gear and stays 
may hang dow n from ove rh ead. The 
inside boat will have fe nde rs out, and 
therefore will be a foot o r two out 
from th e float whose planks may be 
rotten o r slim y from a combination 
of rain and mossy growth . 

If lying a t a dock, you may have a 
long climb up th e ladd er when th e 
tide is out, and th e ladder will be 
slippery with seaweed. Some ladders 
of wood will have broken o r loose 

run gs. Metal ladders a re best but may 
be severely bent from boats rubbing 
aga inst them. Note particularly if 
th e re is a handh old at the top of th e 
dock strin ge r, to pull you rse lf up with. 
Several run gs down , the ladder may 
be close to a dock timber, giving you 
onl y a toeh old . 

This is the "jungle" in a fis hin g 
tow n . To be a lert is to surv ive. Many 
fis herme n stack the odds furth er by 
carrying within a "ta nkful " of whiskey 
back to the boat. Those who stepped. 
lipped, jumped, and didn't bounce, 

are eit her no longer with us o r ca rry 
the scars of th eir blunder. Most docks 
are in good shape, but make a careful 
note of the path you fo ll ow when 
lea i ng the boat. The open hatches, 
the broker ladder (which you may 
not see when stepping ashore at high 
tide) should be a big question mark 
in your mind when you return that 
night and see the mast tops of the 
boat level with the dock . 

The safest grasp on the ladder is 
its sides, not the rungs , a lth ough at 

Conclusion 

The choice (or necessity) of being 
a commercial fisherman today is 
basica ll y a way of making money. 
However. there are other trades where 
more or less income can be generated 
and more fringe benefits received. 
But there is a presumption or beli ef 
that w hen equ iva le nt earnings are 
avail able elsewhere, a person who 
goes commercial fis hin g by choice is 
looking for other values. 

One of the ideas adva nced and ge n­
era ll y agreed to by some econo mi sts, 

sociologists, a nd fishermen themselves, 
is the idea that fishermen have mo re 

than an ordi nary amount of freedom 
-of independence. This is a ge nera l­
it y th at va ri es in truth from fishery to 

fishery. For precision then, reduce thi s 
to the north eas t Pac ifi c fisheries, a nd 

to those vessels in whi ch a crew of 
o ne o r mo re is employed besides the 
sk ipper . 
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th e top th e lad der sides may be fast 
to th e timbers so that you must hold 
the run gs. As you reach up , be certain 
your next ha ndh o ld is secure before 
let tin g go the othe r hand. Step o n 
th e ladde r with th e run gs under the 
instep, not on you r toes. Use special 
ca re on ladder and dock if they are 
wet. If you do drop off the ladder, 
the chances of land in g between the 
boat and dock a re about SO-SO, but 
you will su ffer less damage if falling 
in th e water. Many have not survived 
this drop because they hit their heads 
on the boat rai I as they went by, or 
were squeezed between the boat and 
the piling. If in the water, keep away 
from the outside of the piling . Your 
bones will find 20-100 tons of boat 
to be a rather irresistible force . If 
unable to climb out , don't wear your­
self out. Hang on and holler like hell. 
Best precaution: travel in pairs if 
possible. 

From the dock, uptown and back. 
it's all yours. Have a good time and 
good luck. 

Trawling for bottom fish and shrimp; 
longlining for halibut and black cod; 
potfishing for dungeness, king, and 
tanner crab; purse seining for salmon ; 
and to some exten t , trolling for salmon 
and a lbacore, are the most typical 
fisheries of the area. Others, li ke scal­
lop dred gin g or potfishing for fin fish, 
are mi nor fisheries now. These fish­
e ri es ge ne rate fair to very good in ­
comes, and the stories of big seasons 
have a basis in fact. But they are 
exceptional in most cases, and do not 
reflect the average. 

Si nce the seasons are quite short 
in many of these fisher ies, most in­
comes are qu ite high cons idering the 
real time spent fishin g. Most of the 
time thi s is an advantage over shore 
wages only if the fis herman has a ski ll 
to employ whi le as hore during the 
off-season. and to wh ich he can come 
bac k each year. Many do. Some. 
without these other sk ill s, resort to 


