
two year. accordi ng to the heaJ of 
Virginia Institute of M anne SCience 
Department of Cru~taceolog) fhe 
department heaJ . who I~ well k.nown 
for his accurate preJlctlon~ 01 hlue 
crab abundance and proJuctlon. ha\eJ 
hi~ figure on e~tlmates III the pre\ent 
abundance of JU'enlle anJ aJult crah~ 

The re~earcher e\.plalneJ that al
though ~ome hlue crab., 111 the Che~a
peak.e Ba) ~pa\\ n In late pnl anJ 
some In earl\ Octoher. Inten\i\(~ 

spawning hegins In June anJ cnJs In 
late Augu.,t In a )ear of normal tem 
perature anJ rainfall. large numher., 
of crabs reach matunt) b) carl) 
September. 1-1 months after hatLhing. 

Bet\\een eptemher (\\hen matunt\ 
IS altai ned) and the follll\\ ing ugu~t 

n1l1st adult crahs Jle fmm natural 
causes or are renll)\ cd b) l1,hl ng 
"Thus. \\e can e\.pect that In the Ha\ 
the commercial fI.,hen e\.plllih a ne\\ 
crop e\ en • 2 months. het\\ een ep
tember lnd the fL111l~\\ II1g Augu~t 

the researcher said 

vesteJ the 23 mtilton -pounJ quota In 
H6 Ja) ... In compan ... on. 21 mtilion 
pounJ ... were hMvesteJ over a 10 
month penoJ In 1972 

The "-{IJlak. .Irea openeJ on ug 
l'i with 12'i \e\.,e1\ PdrtlLipatln g The 
\ea\on \\.1" LI(l\eJ 10 lIa, ... Idter a fter 
10 -' mtllt(ln p(lunJ., \\ere tak. e n Irom 
a I ~ mllll(ln pounJ qUllta In the 
) lluthern JI.,tnct T hi ... JI ... trtct \\ a., 
reopcneJ dunng (kt (lher lor eight 
Ja\ ... anJ an dJJ ltl onal t\\O Illtlltlln 
p(lunJ., were hane ... teJ In the \lrth
ea.,t anJ ~hellk.(11 JI.,trict (II the 

"-lIJlak. dre.1. the hanc.,t \\as I h 
mlll\(ln anJ soo ()()() p('und.,. re.,pee
ti\el) T hL "-(Idlak. drea k.lng crdh 
catch t(lt tI .J 1-17 Illtllt(ln pllund~ 

T hL ",(luth Peninsula k.ing crdh .,e.
Slln llpLnuJ In mid-August and dll\ed 
",LPt. 2, In the nlmak. Hight dl,tfld. 
Ou 17 In thL (entral dl tnet and 
Jan 15 111 thL \\ L\t (hignlk. dl.,tnd. 
T hL ((It.tI k.lng Lrdh catch hlr the 
~(lut h Penln.,ula .I rea redeheti -I ~ 

million P(IUIHJs • .,ltghtl) .Iho\e thdt 
"C dtch since eptem her 197 ~ has III the pre\ 10US \ ear 

been onl) t\\ o-thlrds of the long-term 
average. anJ there shlluld he a tem-
poran high catch from :'vla\ through Publ cations 

In thL nala ... k.a area the 24 Jay 
I.:lng Lrah ... ed\On proJuceJ gooJ l1 ... h
Ing In all JI\tnch . With the I·gg h
lanJ JI,tnct ... ho\.\,ing excellent catehe ... . 
r he total hane ... t lor all JI ... tnet ... wa ... 
I ~ 'i 11111110n poun(h hj 'i'i ve ...... c1 ... 
r he Jal.: . or rea K. \ea,on openeJ 
on 'ov. I anJ wa, elo.,eJ h) the 
department h) emergenc) orJer on 
Dec 11 when It hecame eV IJent to 
hlologl.,h monltonng the fisher) that 
the k.lng <.:rah .,toel.:.., In the area were 
.It Im\ le\el 01 dhunJanee. T he eight 
mllllPn ppunJ hanl: t Irllm thl major 
production area haJ lallen lar ,hor! 
pi the antlclpateJ 1e\e1 and the do
.,ure \\ uS nece S.Ir) to con ene the 
re puree Suhsequentl). a portion 01 
the \ IU thern anJ \ e.,tern leut lans 
k.lng I:rah area "ere reopened on 
r eh I In the b.1 I f e plonng the 
.l\dtlahtllt) Itt ICk. In Me.! unfi hed 
dunng the Inllial (Ipen Cd In ( atehe 
throul!h the I eh. 211 cit In!,! date In 

the e area were e tll11ated to he Ilght
I) In e Le of lIne mlliton p und . 

August. demed from a later-than- New York Bight User Services Publication 
normal hatch of crahs In 19n Thl\ 
increase 1\ e\.pected to he .,hort-ll\eJ 
howey er. and catch from <:)eptemher 
197-1 thr,)Ugh August 1975 hl)ulJ be 
ahout 50 million pounds." the rc-
earcher s' ated 

Alaska King Crab 
Catch Rises in 1973 

The Alask.a k.lng crab hanest In 
1973 totaled 76 million pounds and 
brought fishermen more than -10 
million. the Alask.a Department of 
Fish and Game report . The han e t 
is the largest since 1968 and total 
t\\O million pound more than the 
1972 catch. Major k.tng crab fis heri es 
in th e Bering Sea, Kodiak., Alaska 
Peni nsula and U nalask.a areas \\ere 
highly successful. Quotas were quickl y 
attained thro ugh improved efficie ncy 
a nd increased effort tn all regi tration 
areas. 

In the Bering Sea, 67 vessels har-

ne\\ catall,g descnhlng u\aduhle 
proJuct, anJ en Ice, U\\llcluteJ \\ ith 
the e\\ York. Bight . u manne area 
llf cntlcal economic anJ en\ lfl1nment
al ImportanLe has heen Is~ueJ h~ 'the 
En\lronmental Data enlce-a part 
of the Commerce Department's "'a
ltonal Oceanic anJ Atml1sphenc AJ
minis tration 

EntltleJ NOAA Product and en
ices P ertain ing to the e\\ York 
Bight, the publication I a b) -p rodu t 
of the '\1 an ne Eco) tems nal) 51 
( 1E A) Progra m under the Office 
of Coa tal En\ironment-a project 
initi a ted b) OAA in 1973 to tud) 
th e waters extending from lontauk. 
Po int. L.I. . to Cape 1a). J .. and 
from th e coastline to the edge of the 
Contin e ntal Shelf. Thi is perhap the 
most comple;... a nd hea vil) impacted 
coastal marine area in the United 
States. 
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The catuil1g I dl \ Ided into I\, 
,enlce sections uOJeet l)\ered are 
en \ I rlln men t a l preJI Cll lln and \\ arn
Ing en ILe. en\ Ironmental satellite 

Intormatll1n. manne reSllurce . manne 
deSCription. mapping and charting. 
manne data enlees. a nJ Ilhran and 

I nformalton en Ice The four ap
pendl\.e contain a II tlng of aJJre e 
to help the u er Identlf) the our e 

offenng the \ anou product and 
sen Ice . a It tll1g of general atalog
t) pe publlcalton that Inform the 

u er about product In peclal Intere t 
area. a glos ar) of acron) m . and a 
subjec t inde\. in alphabetical order. 

Copie of the publication ma) be 
obtained from the Project 1anager, 
MESA ew York. Bight Project. I a

rine cience Re earch Center, Bldg. 
J. State Univer ity of ew York. 
Stony Brook , Y I 1790. 



Alaskan Oil Impact Booklet Published 
The effects of oi l resource devel o p

ment on northern plant life is th e 
subject of a 95-page booklet pub
lished by the University of Alaska's 
Institute of Arctic Biology in Fair
banks. It is entitled Proceedings of 
the Symposium on the Impact of Oil 
Resource Development on Northern 
Plant Communities, and was pub
lished in 1973 following th e 23rd 
Alaska Science Conference held on 
the Universit y's Fairbanks campus 
the year before . 

crude. It has remained in the subsur
face layers of soil for years along 
th e route of pipelines in interior 
Alaska. The a uth ors point out , h ow
ever , that efforts to revegeta te in th ese 
a reas covered by a mat of dead pl ant 
mate rial is often harmful , because 
th e dead material acts as insulation 
to prevent th e melting of permafrost 
which leads to eros ion. 

Another report in the publication 
tell s of the effect of natural o il seeps 
on microscopi c plant and an im al li fe 
in small po nds . Drs. Robert J . Bars
dat e a nd Vera Alexander of th e U ni 
versity's Inst itute of Marine Science 
participated in that st ud y which indi -

cated that although rLlatl\el~ Ire h 
oil in the \\ ater cau~co a oeci e.l~e 
in plant life 10 the rl1nO\. \\ater 111 

contact with olu ) il - t ar~ and a\Jlh.t1t, 
had a greater amou nt 01 algae ,Ino 
other simple form, of rlant life 1 he 
microscopic a nim al lire that \\\)ulo 
ordinarily feed on th e plant., uecrea,eo 
when water wa in contact \\ Ith nil 
of any age, however, and the re\earLh 
ers concluded that the IOCred\L 111 

plant life was possible due to th..: 
decrease in grazing pres~ure Puhlie,l 
tion of th e proceedings or the \, III Jl(1-
sium was ass isted by a joint gr.ll1t 
from th e Life Sciences DI'vISIl)n "I 
the Arm y Research Oftice , and the 
Alyeska Pipeline Service Comr.lr\ 

Inc luded in the publi shed resea rch 
reports is a study of revegeta ti ng di s
turbed tundra and taiga (subarctic 
forest areas) at eight sites a long the 
route of the proposed SOO-mile trans
Alaska pipeline . Dr. Keith Va n Cleve, 
associate professor of forestr y at th e 
University, gives results of three years 
of work , and reports that considerable 
success was o btained using grass seed 
to revegetate disturbed sites south 
of the H appy Valley-Sagwon a rea . 
More northerl y sites , however, may 
require additional watering or mulch 
ing with organic matter to help retain 
moisture . Pl ant species were selected 
with assistance from the University's 
Institute of Agricu ltural Sciences; use
ful species tested included annual rye 
grass, meadow foxtail , arctared fescue 
and nugget poa grass. 

Marine Journal Gets New Edito rs 

A difference in the effect of crude 
and refined oil was noted in another 
paper in th e publication . B. H . Mc
Cown , formerly of the Institute , and 
F . J . Deneke of the U.S. Arm y's 
Cold R egions Research and Engineer
ing Labora tory at Ft. Wainwri ght 
were amo ng a group of scientists who 
reported that on the North Slope, 
particularly , certain native sedges
grassli ke marsh plants-seemed rela
tively tolerant to crude oil. Pl ants 
treated with five liters per square 
meter (sli ght ly less than fi ve quarts 
on an area approximately one yard 
square) caused a dry-weight decrease 
of o nl y 19 per cent one year later . 
Refined o il, however , seemed to be 
potentially more destructive th an 

Dr. William J . Richards, of the 
Southeast Fisheries Center, N M FS, 
Miami , Fla ., h as been appointed edi
to r of th e Bulletin of Marin e Science, 
a qu arter ly journal of the Rosenstie l 
School of M arin e and Atmospheric 
Science, University of Miami . James 
B. Hi gman of the University of 
Miami w ill serve as assistant editor. 
The new editorial board includes Drs. 
Frederick M . Bayer and Michael R . 
Reeve, University of Miami ; Dr. 
Ivan Goodbody, University of the 
W est Indies, Kingston. Jamaica; and 
Dr. Reuben Lasker , Southwest Fish
eri es Center, NMFS, La Jolla. Calif. 

The Bulleti n is dedicated to the 
enh a ncement of hi gh qualit y research 
in the marine sciences, particu larly 
to those relating to tropica l and sub
tropical waters. Preference i given to 
papers of primarily biological interest, 
but relevant manuscripts in the physi
cal, chem ical. a nd geological sciences 
are a lso welcomed. Contributions of 
ge neral and theoretical significance 
will be considered for publicati o n 
a lo ng with papers of economic or 
appli ed aspects of commercial fish
eri es. 

New subscription prices for the 
Bulletin per volume of four Issues 
will be : Volum e 24 (1974l. IOstltU-
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tions will continu e at $32. inoi,iJUdl 
subscriber rate will return to I 
and a new student rate will he 
Du e to inc reased costs. volumtc ) 
( 1975) may be subscnbed b\ in tit 
tions at $50, individuals at $2() 111 

students at $ 10. 
Man uscript should let; subm t l 

to the Editor, Bull( tl'l ,f \I I 

Science, RosenstJel Sehe )1 o! \1 n L 

and Atm ospheric SCH:nce III RI "-en 
backer Causewa), l\liarrl F l)r .I 

33149. Subscripti ons should h b 
mitted to Bull('lIn (It .\1(1/ ,", S'I 
Subscripti on Office, Box 3(,~ I 
rence, Kansa 66044. 

"Freshwater Fishes of 
Canada" is Available 

A new book entitled Fre h\\al r 
Fishes of Canada, has been publi h d 
by th e Flshenes Research BOdrd (). 
Canada. The author. W B ~l:OtI 

and E . J. Crossman, ha, e done dr 
exhaustive and cOlllrlete Cl1[11pilatlon 
of information on Cdnaulan fre h\\ a
ter speCies, their di\trlbutll)O. bJOll\g\ 
descriptIOn. nomencl.tturc. and reid 
tJOn to mdn C ople'> ma~ bo: l rdered 
b~ mail fn)n intl)rmation (.madd 
Olta\\ a. K 1 AOSlJ The price I q 7" 
per cop~ 


