
NOAA /NMFS Developments 

Secretary of Commerce Juanita M. 
Kreps has announced approval of a plan 
to reorganize the ational Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration. 

The plan, recommended by NOAA 
Admini trator Richard A. Frank, is de
signed to equip the agency to meet new 
and growing responsibilities for ocean 
u e and resource management and cli
mate and weather modification. A 
major realignment of administrative 
dutie is being undertaken, and everal 
new office are being added. The plan 
wa ubmitted to the President' Reor
ganization Project and to the House and 
Senate Appropriations Committees for 
review. It was to go into effect 1 Oc
tober 1977. 

NOAA was created in 1970 to per
form a wide variety of oceanic and at
mospheric functions. Since, Congres 
has specifically given NOAA re ponsi
bility for management, regu lation, and 
protection of fisheries in the 200-mile 
off-shore zone; protection of whales, 
porpoi es, and other marine mammals 
and endangered pecie ; assistance to 
states to manage their coastal land and 
water; various aspects of ocean dump
ing, environmental assessment, deep-
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water port, and marine sanctuary pro
grams. In the atmosp heric fie ld , 
Congress ha mandated NOAA to re
port on weather modification and is de
signing a major new climate program . 

"The new organi zational structure 
recognize these new duties and ad
dres es a grow ing concern for th is 
country to have a national ocean policy 
which reflects the emerging importance 
of the ocean ," Secretary Kreps said . 
" President Carter has informed Con
gres of hi intention that a coherent 
national ocean policy be developed and 
implemented , and thi will permit the 
Commerce Department to carry out his 
wishes. " 

The new structure reduce the 
number of key line officers from nine 
career managers to four policy- level 
Assi tant Administrators for Fi heries , 
Coastal Zone Management, Researc h 
and Development, and Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Services. 

The Assistant Administrator for 
Fisheries is re ponsible for fisheries 
po li cy anc the National Marine 
Fisheries Service. The NOAA fisherie 
program develops fisherie manage
ment plans in the 200-mile coastal 
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fisheries zone , assists the fi hing indu -
try and protects marine mammals . 

The As ista nt Admini trator for 
Coa tal Zone Management i re ponsi
ble for the coastal zone and Coastal 
Energy [mpact Fund Programs . The 
coastal zone management program 
works with tate and local governments 
to a ure a balanced approach to the 
development and con ervation of criti
cal coastal areas. 

The Assistant Administrator for Re-
earch and Development i responsible 

for the NOAA Environmental Research 
Laboratories, the National Sea Grant 
Program, the Office of Ocean Engineer
ing, and coordination of NOAA re-
earch activitie with the re t of the 

Federal Government and the scienti fic 
community. 

The Assistant Administrator for 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Service is 
responsible for the National Weather 
Service, the National Environmental 
Satellite Service, the National Ocean 
Survey , and the Environmental Data 
Service. 

The existing staff office of A -
sociate Administrator for Marine Re
ources and A sociate Administrator 
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for Environmental M nlloring and Pre
diction are abolished. Their rcsp n-
ibilitie ' go in part to the s~i tant 

Admini trators mentioneu an vc Their 
policy de el pment funclic ns arc lran., · 
ferred to a new s. I lant dministrator 
for Polic and Planning . 

pecial attenli n will be given t r ur 
area of gr ing concern: e n Man-
agem nt, ati nal Ilmalc P Ii y, 
Marine Mammal. and can Ilner
al. 

An orn e of a ean lanagcmcnt, 
rep rti g t the dmlnlstral r, Will c 
reated to devel p plans for the \\ I\e 

and productive use of () ean area., and 
to e aluate proposal b) other f)f 
ocean projects The office will c ngag\: 
in the manne analogue to bnd u.,e plan
ning. 

new Office of atlonal 11m te 
Policy will be reated, rc rting to the 
A istant dmml lrat r for Re ear h 
and Devel pment It \\ III pr \ ide lead
er hip and f cu f r the de\eJ ping na
tional concern ove r uch i:, ue a 
drought, weather modi tical! n. and the 
ocean-atmo phere weather Interface 

The Office of 1arine Mammal-. \\ III 
be upgraded t report dlrecIl~ to Ihe 
A si tant Admtnnraror for FJ',hene , 
in light of the in rea ingJ) Igntfi ant 
impact of manne mammal and en-

dangered ~recle., protecllOn regula 
tl n\ 

11 IlllC)f rcun Minerai .. , rcp >11 -

tng to the "I\tUl1t dmlnl.,trLitor for 
P Itc and PI<1nnlng. wll! be e ... tub-
II\hcd tn \\ or).. \\ Ilh 'ongn:, ... thl: 
-xc UliH! Branch. Indu'tf), <lnd cn
vir )nmenl.ll and ( ther concerned or-

ant/atlon ... in mO\ I ng IOr\\ aid "' IIh <lnd 
mLinagmg u n<ltlonul progrClffi for deep 
cean minerai n: ... our\.c,> de\elopmcllt 

The plun \\a\ 1I1II11ulatcu allere tell
I\C Clln ultutl III "Ith member ... DI 
ongn! ..... other r,m., III lhc c utl\e 

Bn.lnlh , I pt.:r nnnd. anu I.:lln 11-

(ucn ) group,. lI1c1uUlI11 the llcnll Ik 
lommUntt) 

NOAA Ship Gets Cuban 
Diplomatic Clearance 

An IKe.!nl graphll rc c.lr h \ I. '>cl 
pcratcu h~ the atillnal I,;C.lnll.' ~HlJ 

1m I pheflt: \umlnl trail n ( ) \ 1 

bCLlIne the ltf [L ,hIp In rClCI'C 
dlplnll1allC CledrJnt:L to "per.ttc In 

uh.1I1 \\ :lIer 111 tht p •• \1 J b } cur , Ihl.' 
lmmacc [ pJrtn1cnt aCl:nq ha an

noun 1.:0 In Jul} thl: :'7 - 001, :.. 00-
Ion RnUlflhtr, .Idlng a' pan ot J 

Iud) of I hI.: ull of \,11.' i 0 LOl)p ur-
renl, wa. II1ldc unan tt: mtl nal \\;1-

COUNCIL TO PROMOTE FISH VESSEL SAFETY 
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The Department of Com
merce' ational Marine FJ h
erie Service and the U.S. fi hing 
indu try are forming a ational 
Council on Fi hing e el In ur
ance and Safety. 

Expected to affect the approx
imately 150,000 U.S. fishermen 
and the owner of 90,000 fi hing 
craft operating in all coa tal ea
food production tate ,the Coun
cil will promote safety tandard 
in fishing vessel con truction , 
maintenance, and operation. It 
will conduct training programs 
and an information syste m on 
safety, provide technical assis-

tan e, act a~ eml" ilf) In dealll1g 
with go emment agen ie , and 
eek funding from prl\ule and 

go ernment . ur e . 
The broad pan f oun iI a . 

ti ilie Will relate t Feder I 
program of the Department of 
Commerce. Tran portation, 
Labor, and Health , Educati n 
and Welfare, a well a ilh the 
in urance and general m ritime 
indu trie . The ational C un il 
will carry on the work of an ad 
hoc group formed in 1973, and 
will be e tablished a a nonpro fit 
organization of industry mem
ber . 

ter ... lor ,1hoUI ,I da nd a half, rnl:;Jsur· 
ing \\.lICr .. alllllly. "<Jtl:f ll:f11pcr<lture, 
and (kplh. 

o ollillals ..... nd 109 throu·h 
the '>lutc Dl:purtrncnt, ohlalned perml -
\1110 lor Ihe 1<1 cllre JlI'r 10 nlC.1 c th 
1l1~ a uremenl!> iJt a Ill: 1 lj rn de 
the 'UO;HI lIliJlnland, olf Ha 

u n 

efl: 

;J Imple-
ment ot III II cr. l.'lcnll t , und 
lfe\\ II 1- quarc tll I lab< Wtor: 
I <':411lpped \\ Ilh th lalt: t OI.C.ln -
gr,tphlc rc e,m.:h equipment. 

Fish Retail Price Index 
Increases 1.7%in July 

he relail pnLc IOdc ( a )Oa.ll} un
adju ted for h h r <;c agaIn In JuJ~ b. 
1 percent \er June .lnd b) P per-
ent atxJve lui) 1 rdin ! a 

monthl) 1 [J Ilcal anal) I b} the j 'a
lIona! ~Ianne I hene enlce . rlhe 
I Ir zen and .Inned fi heT) pr du t 
,un ) ed in July b) the Commerce De-
partment genc). an elem nl f Ihe 
r-.: [j nal e 111 and lmo~pheric 

dmlnl Irati n, 13 111 red. I de-
lined, and \\ ere un hanl!ed . 

Pri e in rea ed 1" r d, h ddo k. 
ean perch. and turbot fillet: halibut 

te k; king rab meat; fi h (1 k : 
breaded hrimp: canned olid white and 
chunk light tuna: anned pink alm n; 
and canned Maine and orway sar
dine. On the other hand, price de
crea ed for fi h P rtion . n hanged 
were flounder and hi ling fillet and 
canned red almon. 

Retail pri e of poultry in rea ed 
more from the pre iou month during 
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July than for meat and fish. Retail poul
try prices in July rose 3.9 percent from 
June. Meat prices rose 1.2 percent in 
July from June on the strength of higher 
prices for round and chuck steaks, loin 
pork chops, and roasts . When com
pared with a year earlier levels , prices 
for meat were 3.5 percent higher , but 
prices had declined 1.3 percent. 

Ten cities are surveyed every month 
by officials ofNMFS, who report prices 
of selected items of fish, meat , and 
poultry items for "Operation Fish 
Watch." They visit three different 
chain stores in each city and check the 
prices for the same representati ve brand 
names and type of products to deter
mine any changes from the previous 
month . 

The cities surveyed are: Atlanta, 
Ga.; Boston , Mass .; Little Rock, Ark .; 
Galveston, Tex .; San Francisco and 
Lo s Angeles, Calif.; Pascagoula , 
Miss .; St. Peter burg , Fla .; Seattle , 
Wash. ; and Wa hington, D .C. 

Shellfish Prices 
Seen Stabilizing 

Price for most shell fish products 
have increased to record levels over the 
past 2 years, but further signi ficant in
creases are unlikely , according to the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration ' National Marine 
Fisheries Service, a Commerce De
partment agency. Strong demand for 
she II fish prod ucts experienced in the 
first quarter of 1977 should continue in 
the coming months and will keep prices 
high, although seasonal declines can be 
expected , officials said. 

Shrimp, scallops, and lob ter tail 
are expected to be plentiful in the com
ing months. Greater supplies of shrimp 
and scallops will come from high 
domestic production and from season
ally heavy imports . Imports of warm
water lobster tails should be increasing , 
but imports of cold-water lobster tails 
will be seasonally low . 

Until next year, snow crab produc
tion will be limited because effort will 
be shifting to the king crab fishery 
where production is expected to rise 
from IOta 15 percent over la t year. 

November 1977 

Supplies of c lams are still down ap
preciably from previous years because 
of the depletion of the urf clam re
source. This has caused effort to hift to 
the quahog fishery, but the gains 
achieved in that fi hery have not as yet 
reversed the overall decl ine in clam 
production . 

Blue crab and oyster production for 
the rest of the year will likely reflect the 
high mortalities that resulted from the 
cold winter. Production from the 
Chesapeake Bay will be more heavily 
in f1uenced than production from other 
areas. 

Copie of" Shell fish-Market Re
view and Outlook-June 1977" are 
available by writing to the Industry and 
Consumer Services Division , National 
Marine Fi sherie s Service, NOAA, 
Wa hington , DC 20235. 

Foreign Fishery Vessels Off 
U.S. Coasts Increase 

The number of foreign fishing and 
fishing support vessels sighted off U.S . 
coasts in July increased slightly over 
the number ighted in June, according 
to preliminary figures released by the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Admini st ration 's National Marine 
Fi heries Service, a Commerce De
partment agency. In July, 786 vessels 
were sighted as compared wIth 767 
sighted in June , reflecting the normal 
fishing patterns for this time of year. 
During July 1976 ,842 vessels were re
ported off our coasts. 

The foreign vessels, from eight na
tions, were sighted off the coa ts of 
New England and the mid-Atlantic 
States, Gul f of Mexico , west coast, and 
Alaska . The largest number was from 
Japan, which had 634 vessels fishing 
for salmon and pollock off Alaska, 11 
fishing for squid off New England and 
mid-Atlantic, and 2 longline vessels 
fishing for tuna in the Gulf of Mexico. 
The Soviet Union had 73 vessels: 39 
fishing for hake off the Paci fic coast, 27 
fishing for quid off New England and 
mid-Atlantic, and 7 catching pollock in 
Alaskan waters. 

Canada , fishing under a reciprocal 
agreement with the United States, had 

19 ve els: 8 fishing for salmon and 5 
fishing for halibut off Alaska, and 6 
fishing for salmon off the west coast. 
Spain had 27 vessels fishing for sq uid 
off New England and mid -Atlantic . 
South Korea had 11 vessels fishing for 
sable fish off Alaska. Poland had 6 ves
sels fishing for hake off the west coast. 
]taly had 2 ves els fishing for squid off 
New England and mid-Atlantic. France 
had one ve se l supporting the Polish 
hake fishery off the Paci fic coast. 

A summary of Foreign fishing ve -
sels operating off U.S . coasts during 
July 1977 and July 1976 follows: 

Area Nalions 

New England Soviet Union 
and Poland 
mid-Atlantic W. Germany 

Spain 
Japan 
Italy 
S. Korea 

Total 

Gulf of MexICO Japan 
Cuba 

Total 

West coast Japan 
Soviet Union 
S. Korea 
Bulgaria 
Poland 
E. Germany 
Canada 
France 

Total 

Alaska Canada 
Japan 
S. Korea 
Taiwan 
Soviet Union 

Total 

Grand total 

No. of vessels 

July July 
t977 1976 

27 0 
0 3 
0 3 

27 2 
11 5 

2 6 
0 2 

67 21 

2 7 
0 31 

-
2 38 

0 2 
39 77 

0 18 
0 3 
6 6 
0 4 
6 0' 
1 0 -

52 110 

13 0' 
634 517 

11 57 
0 3 
7 96 -

665 673 

786 842 

'Number of Canadian vessels oH U.S. shores not recorded. 

The July sightings were made by rep
resentatives of the National Marine 
Fisheries Service and by personnel of 
the U. S. Coast Guard, conducting joint 
fisheries enforcement patrols from 
Coast Guard aircraft and cutters . 

Foreign vessels ighted off the coa ts 
in 1976 were as follows: January 420; 
February, 510; March, 435; April , 560; 
May, 924; June , 970; July , 842; Au
gust, 543; September, 514; October, 
452; November, 258; and December, 
240 . In 1977: January, 319; February, 
314; March , 180; April, 235; May, 
374; June , 767; and July, 786. 
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Fishery Management Council Members Named 
Richard A Frank.. dmini ... tratnr of the, t.lte ... In\ol\C'd I nrt, Llghl 1Il1n-

the ational Oceanic and 1111{hphC'J'Ic Lli l11L1nbl.!r\ \\C'fe ,Ippoinled 111 '\ugUSI 

Administration. acllng ITl behall of the 1~7" Illf 2 or' )ear ter111\ 

Secretary of Ol11l11erce. has appn\Oled e\~ membLrs .lrpolrltC'1l .... ele : Her 
7 new membefs and 13 lnclllllbenl~ to hl;rl R Dra!..e. (,enL'r,d i\1:tn,tgl·r.1I R. 
\ acancies on the nali )0 .... ctghl Regll'rl- Dr'lk.l & )PIl'. R) e If Mhllr H • 
a l Fisher, 1anagemcnt nunlik Om.lr J \1I \lHlI. 1:lellrl\. HP,11 !JI\I 

lI1eteen ot the arpointmcnl ,m; I"tll J 'l(1n Gena,1I I 1l.1I1lil;' 011'. (,ro-
years. filling \plred j-)ear lerm,. and ttlrl. OIlI1 .; alll! R"Dl'r{ I o\\f} , rClIrC'd 
the remaining ,lppoinlmel11 1,10 com- ~tate cnn enatlllll I11111;er. C,lIlIlln..l, 
plete the unc\pired term 01 a 1llC'lllbcr R I . ,tll tn the 'n\ 1-111!1,1I11 ( lIurlul . 
\,ho n;'lgned II app0111tments \\ere H,lrb.n;1 H Pllr!er . Plc'ldcl1l. South 
effeclJ\e II Augu,t \9 17 hMe :\1.11\0,1, Inc. Helh.lfl) Ika h. 

The Counclh. e. tahlished b) thC' Del. ,md Ibrr) \1 "eene,. J'-lIII1. 
Fisher) ('un"cn allon and lanagemcnt :-. hi . ch.lft~r btl.!1 IHI nn-Ill 'rultH. hOlh 
Actof 1976. arc respl1n'>lble tnr pl~p,lr- to lht: \11J - \11,1ll11~' COlllH:i1. ,lilt! Llr -
IIlg h her) mandgem nt plan ... fll[ g,\f\~l (})t'~g) l SI,lll1l'). R.tlcigh , 
tod, , of tih fnund In 1\ aler .. \\ Ilhm In the Sllllih f 11,1/111<; oUllul. nd (Jllr 

theH geographical area. fhe Act n:- dun h:n ~Il. (Olllllleru I II herm,lIl. 
quire~ thut mel11her, to the Council hI! Pclcr hUig. \la ,I. til th~ \lrlh P,lull 
. elected from ItS('> of ljualitied IIllh- 1I1Iillil 
\'iduab ubmttted b) the Gl)\'crnof l1f In~lIl1lhent rc.lppll;nlcd 
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Fishery Research 
Vessels Modified 

The; auonal Ocean\( and AI
mo pheric Admin!. Ifati n ha, 
announced that a 230.000 (on
tract ha been a\\ arded to t-.l 
Ro enblatt and Son. 350 Brnad
wa" Nev" York, . Y . for naval 
architectural and engineeflng 
enice . The Commerce De

partment agenc) said the firm, 
under the 12-month contract, Will 

consult \\ ilh OAA's ational 
Ocean Survey on the upgrading 
of four fi herie research hip 
which require exten ive shipyard 
modifications. Other technical 
upport will be provided f r the 

design of a new hallo\\ -draft 
hydrographic urvey launch and 
the in tallation of pollution con
trol systems on all of the e ve -
sels. 

The NOAA fleet is made up of 
28 ve sel • ranging in ize from 
65 to 303 feet, whose homeport 
are in Norfolk, Va., Seattle, 
Wash., and Miami, Fla. 

J hom,I' A lIlt n. 
\ ice-Pre"ldenl, 

olnn) Tr,t\\ llIlg IIj1nralion ( c \ 

England ·punl.lll, D.I\ld II lI,rI. 
manne Ii hene 1IIn .. ult.ll1t , .Ipc la). 
'. J.,anJ\\llliaIllJ Hargl .Jr . 1)1 reI;

lnr. \ irglrll.1 In tllUle 01 I,mrll' Sl.'I
ence. Glouce'teF POint. \ d. IJd-

llanllc Cnunl'll I. ,lI1d Ed~.lr (Jknll. 
Jr .. n"tlred. Beaufort. • (')lHlth 1-

Idntll' Council) 
Reappoinled 10 lhe GlIlI 01 ~Ie\il'o 

Cuunul \\ere John \1 Green. Prl!~I-

dent. ~1tller- Vidor Land and H 
Green Lumber Companle~. Beuu
mont. Te\ . : George Brum lleJd. 
Manager. 11~'1 'Ippl Operdtll1ns. 
Zapala-Haj nil! Corp. \10 , POint. 

Ii. ~.; and Bill) J, Putnam, charter boat 
captain. Panama It) Beach. FIJ 

Other reappOInlmenh Include John 
A. Harm~. Jr .. Pre Ident. Lag on 
Marina. Inc .. Red Hook. t. Thomas. 
Virgin blands (Caribbean Council): 
Peter S . Fithian, Dlreclor. Gr eter of 
Hawaii, Ltd .. Hon lulu, and L ui K . 
Agard, h.. commercial fih potter. 
Honolulu (We tern Pacific Council): 
Herman J . McDevitt. anorney, 
Pocatello, Id aho, and Vernon 1. mith, 
supervi ing electrician, Santa Clara 
County, San Jo e, Calif. (Pacific 

'Illlfll; II). lJ lid (11 III J rllIllIl, Il~h Irlg 
hll,lt cholrtcr ILtllhul O\C. I" .1 

( mIll 1',1 tlr lIum:ail 
111 .Iddllilln t I lhe .Ipr01nh:d melll

her. the '\CI (.'<;t.lhll he .. <1'1 \( lin> 

TIIemher'> Ihe rrlnClpil! tatC III t lill 
\~ Jlh rn.trlnc It her) rn,1fI3CCment re-
ron Ihilll) .lI1d e per1I'>C 10 ea h C n 
Illlient St .. IC. a .. de I 'nated b) the re
redI'C (,t)\ernllr.. nd th I<egl JIl .. 1 

IJlr'dor 01 the lItton .. 1 lanne 
II hene SCf\II;C, () \. f( rlhcdfC<I 

\ddlllllndl fi hene e rer I I pr -
\ Ided 1<1 the IIl1llul Ihrou'h n 0\01-
In' m 'mbcr (.on I ling Ililhe Re IC ndl 
or \red Dlrcclor for Ih· lSI I hand 
\ Illltk 

fC 

Porpoise Quota Raised 

I h~ numbC'r lit \\ hllch<:11 
pll1ner pOrrol ~ Ih,lt m.l~ be rI

kd dunn~ l ~dlll\\ lin luna 
pur e cine II hln~ opefall lO In 
I yr h<l been In rea ed I rom 
7. OI1l11.2IlJ.au.;ordlOgtnthe 

.Itlnnill OI.:C~lnll: anJ Atmo,
rhl:r1c AdmiOi (f.llilln I. A ). 
<l Depilrlment III Cllmmerl(~ 

.Igenc) 
The onginal 4uoI'1 e tabli hed 

b) " AA' atlonat ,\lanne 
FI-.henc en Il.C \\ a ba cd n a 
p)plllall{)n e IImated al _49.000 
\\hllebetlj pinner; ho\\e\cr. 
recent ~clenldil Infonnatlon et 
the ~tock. popul.ltlon at 690.000 
anln1JI The increa .. e In lhe 
\\ hitcbell) quola raIsed (he lotal 
1977 quota for all pecle (hat 
ma) be ~i1ted to 62.429. Through 
2-1 ]ul). 9.c64 P rpoi e of all 
lock ' h d been killed in the 

fisher): of the e 2.079 \\ere 
\\ hitebell) "pinners. total of 
30.400 whitebell) plllner \\>a 
killed in 1976 . 
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