
In Brief. ... 

A Ti re Reef, "G host" Sea 
Worms, and Abalone Protection 

.... A lexander Ma lahofT, an expe rt in 
marine geology and geophysics, ha~ been 

named chIef ~cien!i t of the National Ocean 
urvey. a NOAA agency. 1alahoff thus 

becomes princ ipa l adv isor to the OS Di ­

rec tor in geoph y ica l and oceanographic 
matter. including prog ram plannin g. 

budget. re ~ea rch and e\ aluation of 

t ec hniqu e~. and sc ientific analysis and 
study. Since 1970. Malahoff ha been the 

program director o f Ma rine Geology and 
Geoph) ,ICS Program in the Office of Tava l 

Re<,earc h. 

.... A "gho t" sea worm, once known 

onl) from its empty sea-bOllom tunnels. 

wa, found In a ~edime nt core taken in -LOOO 
meter, ( 13 .000 feet) of water sou thea~ t of 

Ha\\ali during a Sc ripp Institu ti on of 

Oceanography expedi ti on last year. The 

9 .5-cm C.H .. -inchl se mitran pare nt. green. 
ec hiund ha~ no eyes or other distinct sen~e 

organs: it depends o n i~olated sensor) recep­
tors in Ih ~l.. ln . Discover) of the ~pecime n 

mean~ that researchers can apply kno wledge 

of the behav io r of their shallo\\,-\\ arer re/a­

tive~ to learn how the) affect the mixing of 

,edllnenb. the In stitution note ~ .... 

. . . . Concern over long-term aba lon e 
depletion led California's Fi ~h and Game 
Comm Ission to tighten re tric tions o n com­

mercial abalone di\ ing permit and to clo~e 
a southern Ca lifo rni a area to the co mmerc ia l 
tal..lIlg of that mollu,k in February . accord­

IIlg to the Departme nt of Fish and Game . 
The action followed impo~ition of tighter 

contro,,", on the "port ta l..e of abalone late l a~ t 

year. Permit, are now limited to divers ac­

tive dUrIng the previou~ season a nd to an 
additional 5 percent annually . Eligibility re ­
qUIrement, anu testing procedures for ne \\ 
uivers have a l,o been ,et. The commission 

a/<'o clo,eu mUlIll and coastal waters from 
Palos Verues Po int (Los An ge les ounty) to 
Dana POl\lt (Orange Coun!) l. an area closed 

to the spon tal..e of abalone la t December. 
ommerc ial tal..ing o r possessing of black 

abalone within one mile o f nacapa and 
anta Cruz hland, In the anta Barbara 

Channel IS a,,",o prohlbiteu .... 
.... A "tire baler." making artificial 
reef from old auto tires along Te\as ' 

coa,t thl' ,ummel'. is e\pec ted to help 

.JO 

stim ul ate and improve fishing fo r bay 
anglers from Port Arthur to Corpus C hristi. 

a cordi ng to the Texa Park and Wildlife 

Comm i ion . For the first tire reef in a Texas 

bay. about 500 modules f 12 tire s eac h 

\\erejoined. forming a nearly o ne -acre reef 
abou t 3/..- m ile off Pl easure "'l a nd at the 

south end of abine Lake . The reef is 5-7 

feet under water depending on the tide . 
Others were sc heduled for off La Porte. 

Rockp n . and Corpus Chri~ti. urf reef 
were t ntativel) planned for waters off 
Freeport . Galveston. and Mu tang Is land. 

time permittIng .... 

.... The E ndeavor, a 177-foot s tee l 

hull research ves el, ha replaced the ni­
ver it y of Rh ode 1 ~land' first re earch 

\'es e l. the Tridelll . The new vesse I has a 
34-foot beam and a 17-foot. 6-inch draft and 

is capable of pending up to 30 day at ea 
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and trave lling 10.000 naut ical miles be­

tween port . Her maximum speed is 15.4 

l..nots . The ve~ el wa financed b) the a­

tional Science Foundation. as we re it two 

i ter ship. the Oceanus at the Wood Ho le 
Oceanographic In titution and the Wecol/la 
at Oregon State niver~it) . 

. .. . Cold winter weather, combined 

with extremely low water level . ca used a 

widespread fish kill in many coa ta l 

Louisiana pari he . according to J . Burton 
ngelle. Director of the Loui ia na Wildlife 

and Fi, herie Commi ion . Exte nt of the 

fish kill was no t detemlined. but numbers of 
dead fish were reported in the ha ll ow coa t­
al mar hes in the pari he~ of St. Bernard. 

Plaquemines. Jef~ rson. Terrebonne . a nd 
Lafourche early this year. Mo~ t were re­
ported l) ma ll forage fi~h. tho ug h , me 

dead commercial and port fish. inc luding 

la rge redfi hand peck led trout. were also 
noted . A II the fi h in the ~ ha ll ow expe rimen­
tal pond a t the Commi ~ion'\ M arine 

Laboratory o n Grand Terre Is la nd a l ~o 

died .... 
. . . . Redfis h in Texas' Lake Braunig 

grow about three times a fa t as their 

Texas bay co unterparts. according to the 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department. The 

~pecies wa~ ~tocked on 29 April 1976 at 

about 4 - 6 inche~ in length to \ee if ~a ltwa­
ter fish could ,>unive in the freshwater lake 

and taf..e advantage of its abundant forage 
fi . h . I n February . angler began tal..ing 4 1h­

to 6-pound (20 1/2 - to 2234-inch) redfi h 

there . T) pical of Texa~ lal..e~ u ed to cool 

h)droelectric plants. Lake Braunig ha a 
hi gh ratio of rough or forage fi h to game 

fish . Redfi h used in the 1976 tocking were 
originally pav\ ned at the ational Marine 

Fisheries Service' s Port Aransas Laboratory 

under I ight and temperature-controlled con­

dition .. 
... Plans for expansion and reconfigu­

ration of the LORAN-C radio navigation 

service to the ea t coast of the nited tates 
have been publi shed by the .S . Depart­

ment of Transportation . Thi tan the fina l 

tep In providing all mariner ""i th 
LOR -C navigation coverage throughout 

the Coastal Confluence Zone of the conti­

nental United tates and Alaska . LORAN-C 
ystem will pro\ ide 95 percent a urance 

that a ve,sel can fi it position to an ac u­

racy of 0.25 nautical mile . The LOR -C 

service will be expanded to the Gulf of 

Mexico and the <'outheastern part of the 
Uni ted State~ aro und I Jul y 1978 . and final 

reconfiguration of the ea~t coast coverage 
v\ ill be completed abou t I Jul y 1979. Cov­
erage \\ ill expand to the Great Lal..es around 

I Fe bruary 19 O. 
.... The .S. Coast Guard has awarded 
a multi-million dollar co ntract for 41 
medium range surve ill ance (MRS) a irc raft 
to Falcon Jet Corpl. Te tterboro. .J . The 

new planes w ill re pl ace the aging fleet of 
Coast Guard H UI6E " Albatro .. aircraft. 
Their primary dutie wi ll be law enforce­
ment patrol of .S . territoria l vvater and the 

new 200-mi le Fi shery Conservation Zone. 
po llution surve illance. and searc h and re -
cue. The contrac t to ta ls $204.846.29 1. and 
the first plane is c heduled for deliver) in 
June 1979 .... 

I MenIJon of trade name, or commercial firms does nOI 
Imply endor;,emem b) Ihe NaIJonal l\ tanne Fisheries 
Service. OAA 
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