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FEDERAL LEGISLATION, DECISIONS, ORDERS, ETC. 

Department of Agriculture 

FATS AND OILS DEFINITIONS: The U.S. Department of Agriculture onDecember 14, amended War 
Food Order 42 to include the definitions for edible fats and oils products formerly contained 
within Ration Order 16,recentlyterminated by the Office of Price Administration. The amend­
ment to WFO-42 (No. 23), effective December 17,1945, does not change in any way the opera­
tion of the order, but only continues the same definitions for these products as existed 
during the rationing period, since these products controlled by WFO-42 were defined through 
direct reference to RO-16. . 

MACKEREL AND PILCHARD SET-ASIDES: The U. S. Department of Agriculture announced on Decem­
ber 5 that canners of Pacific mackerel will not be required to reserve for governmental use any 
part of their packs processed after November 17, 1945. At the same time, the Department re­
duced the set-aside of pilchards for the period April 1, 1945 to March 31, 1946, from 45 to 
30 percent of the entire pack. 

Both actions were taken in Amdt. 17 to VlFO-44. Under the provisions of the order, as 
amended, the USDA reserves 45 percent of the pack of Pacific mackerel for the period April 1, 
1945 to November 17, 1945, but requires no set-aside after November 17. 

As a re sul t of the amendment, an additional 27 million pounds of canned p"ilchards will 
be available to civilians out of the current pack. This will raise the U. S. civilian share 
of canned pilchards to an estimated 126 million pounds, as compared to 67 million pounds 
from last year's pack. . 

Despite the fact that the estimated 1945 Pacific mackerel pack is expected to be less 
than half of last year's pack, civilians will now get 15 million pounds as compared tG 19 
million pounds from the 1944 pack. 

EXPORT MATERIALS: With reference to claimsfllec1 by fish canners (canned fish in War Food 
Order 44 except canned Alaska salmon) for reimbursement of actual expenditures for export 
cases and packaging material purchased but not used for the purpose of fulfilling the Com­
modity Credit Corporation contract requirements, the USDA on December 3 issued the following: 

In a notice dated September 24, 1945, contractors were given general instructions regarding 
the procedure for filing claims. It is now possible to give you further details on this. The 
claims lDB3' be filed ei thar in Washington wi tll the Special Commodities Branch, Production and 
Marketing Administration, or wi th the BegioIlBl Finance Office that handles other claims for 
you. In ei thar case, the Contracting Officer in Washington must give his approval so if you 
file your claim with the Regional Finance Office, please send a copy or a letter giving the 
details of the claim to Contracting Officer, Special Commodities Branch, Production and Mar­
keting Administration, U. S. Department of Agriculture , Washington 25, D. c. The Contract­
ing Officer will then verify the figures reported by you wi th the records of t!le Administrator 
of WFO 44 and notify the Regional Finance Office of his approval or disapproval. 

Your attention is called to the last provision in Form PBT-401, paragraph 2, sub-lIaragraph 
(d) which reads as followsl 

''Provided, 'lhat in no event shall CCC reimburse the Contractor for packaging 
material acquired, but not used, which is in excess of a quantity of pack­
aging material necessary to pack in export packaging the Government quota 
of its pack of fish as provided in War Food Order 44. as in effect on 
April 1, 1945. n 

'lhis means that CCC will reimburse the Contractor for export cases up to 80 percent of his 
actual pack duriDg the year ending March 31, 1946. For example, if a canner estimated his 
pack at 30,000 cases and purcha.sed his supplies accordingly, then had a short pack to slliY 
10.000 cases, the CCC is obligated for only 8,0Cl0 cases either as actual cases of fish de­
livered to CCC or as surplus empty cases. 
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be charged cee is stated in the September 24, 1945 notice 
contract for V3c, V3s and export wood, respectively." 

as " ••• 

'lhe Pilchard and Continental U. S. Salmon contracts include separate rates 
for strapping and marking; therefore, the rate shown in the contract for 
export cases is the correct rate to use. 

'lhe Maine Sardine and Sea Herring, Atlantic Mackerel and Pacific Mackerel 
contracts, however, include a combined charge for case, strapping , and 
marking; therefore, the rate shown in the contract must be reduced by the 
labor and material cost for strapping and marking. 

If call1ler claims against cee for surplus strapping material, it should be 
charged at his cost excluding the labor cost of applying straps. Such 
strapping material will beco~ the property of the CCC and p~nt call1lOt 
be obtained until actually delivered to the CCC. Notice of Tender of De­
livery shall be submitted in the same manner as provided for the canned 
fish. Orders for delivery ma;y be obtained from the same office of the 
Shipping and Storage Branch that issues orders for delivery of the canned 
fish. 
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the rate 

Each canner will no doubt have his own problems in making up his claim and it is diffi­
cult to prescribe a set of rules to be followed. It is requested, therefore, that if you 
have any questions .regarding your claim, you address them to the Contracting Officer , Spe­
cial Commodities "Branch, Production and M3.rketing Administration, U. S. Department of Agri­
cul ture, 1I3.shington 25, D. C. 

IMPORT CON'IROLS: The Uni ted states Department of Agricul ture has removed fi sh scal es from 
import control through an amendment to War Food Order 63 which controls importations of cer­
tain food items into this country, the USDA announced on December 8. The amendmen t, effec­
tive December 8, 1945, also lifts import controls on Newfoundland and Canadian pickled and 
salted cod, haddock, hake, pollock, and cusk shipped to Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands 
of the United States. 

Because fish scales are used for other than food and feed purposes, continued control of 
these items is not considered necessary. However, controls are being continued on fish scrap 
and fish meal, the principal uses of which are for feed and fertilizer. 

Lifting of controls on the pickled and salted fish is in line with discontinuance of 
the Department's food program for Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands. The exemption applies 
regardless of whether shipment is direct or by trans-shipment through the Unit ed States. 
On December 3, the USDA had reported that the importing of these fish products into Puerto 
Rico and the Virgin Islands was being returned to private trade. 

SALTED FISH: Importation of sal ted fisLt into Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands, which has 
been controlled under provisions of WFO-72, will be returned to private trade by the Depart­
ment of Agriculture, that agency reported on December 3. 

The action, taken in Arndt. 6 to WFO-72, became effective on December 4 and is in line 
with discontinuance of the Department's food program for Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands. 
Under that program only the Department of Agriculture was authorized to import salted fish. 

With discontinuan?e of the program in Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands distribution 
of salted fishis on a contractual basis between importers and supplying countries and there­
fore it is not necessary to contin.ue distribution control under the order. 

Civilian Production Administration 

FIELD OFFICES: The Civilian Production Administration (formerly WPB! on D b 5 
announced that all its field offices will be closed on or before December 31, 194~~em~~er 
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December 7. all applications for priorities assistance under Priorities Regulation 28, here­
tofore handled in the field offices, must be forwarded to its headquarters in \ ashington for 
handling. CPA said. 

Replacing the field offices as sources of supply for priority application forms, will 
be 115 first class post offices in cities where CPA field offices have been located. The 
forms will also be available in the Smaller Wa r Plants Corporation's field offices. CPh 
officials explained that there would be no one available in the post offices to assist appli­
cants in filling out the forms. The revised CPA 541-A forms, on which application is made 
for assistance in breaking industrial reconversion bottlenecks under PR-28 , will also be 
available in Room 1501 Social Security Building, Washington, D.C., as will other forms which 
busine ss may need. 

TRUCK PRIORITIES: The Civilian Production Administration ( formerly \~B) announced on 
December 12 the policy by whic~ ratings for obtaining new trucks will be granted. Ratings 
will be given only to producers of, or those intending to produce, materials that CPA has 
found to be in such tight supply as to be a serious threat to the civilian economy. 

This action was effected by Direction 6 to Priorities Regulation 28, issued on Decem­
ber 12. 

A CC rating issued for a truck can only be applied to a distributor or dealer and is 
not extendable. by him or by the holder, to a manufacturer, CPA officials said. Not covered 
by the order are station wagons, coupes fitt ed with pickup boxes, ambulances, hearses, taxi ­
cabs or integral type busses. 

It was also explained that a CC r at ing will be den ied where it appears that the new 
truck for which the rating is requested is available, but under different terms of sale or 
from a supplier other than the applicant's customary supplier. 

This direction applies only to CC ratings granted for new trucks for use in the United 
States. 

Department of Commerce 

EXPORT LICENSING CON'lROLS: Effective December 19, the following canmodities were removed 
by the Office of International Trade Relations of the Department of Commerce, from its posi­
tive list and placed on general license for exportation to all destinat ions in Group K. 

Dept. of CollllDerce 
Sched. B. No. ColIIID()dity 

Shellfish, ea.nned: 
Lobster 
Crabmeat and crabs 
Clams and oysters 
Other 

Interstate Commerce Commission 

REFRIGERATOR CARS: Citing the critical shortage of refrigerator cars, the ICC on Decem­
ber 12, ordered that no cCl!lIaon carrier by railroad shall grant more than 4B hours free tine on 
refrigerator cars held for loading or unloading in domestic commerce, nor more than 5 ( five) 
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r 1 din or unloedln days free time on such cars held or 0 

foreign commerce. The order bec me effective on 
1946, unles s otherwise ordered . 

r 

Office of Price Administration 

FISH NETS: Fish nets have been x mpt d from prlc 
? in issuing Amdt. 12 to 50-126. Th om ndment w t 
tration's policy of removing control a quickly 

Prices for fi sh nets were pr viously control ... 
Regulat ion. 

The new amendment, wh ich lists many items in d ltlon 0 r eb nt , 
on December 12, 1945. 

T\;N.h. PRICES: N"Jdt. 5 to :?R-... 
tWla , boni to, and yello\,ta i', Pc.c Ke 
announced on December 10. :'rte ric 
To determine the orices 10r ti,e ca_e", 
in the Table under the ,eading 'f.o. 
are in 1 ine with the I-rices i ste In 

Historically certain varieties of t c t oa 
Cluently packed in cases of::' cans. ·0 ... tonno 
the vlar the use of tin for tnt; '0. pacKs 1r i 
fications \\hich callee. ~vr CQ"es of £. car.s. 
cation order and has requeste tre e~tabli 
prices for toe Po. '" tu.'1'l in ca es of IDe can • 

RET.h.IL STORES: ~dt. ~ to ~R-507- -Ce ling n 
and Seafood Sold at Retail- - effective January 2, re 
their store group by using their total sales for the 'ear 1 .. 5 1nste 
their "annual gross sales.' 

COOKED SHRIMP: Cents-per-I-ound ceiling ~rlcesn~ve be 
ors' sales of cooked shr:bl-p, the Office of Price lI.drr.1nlstret 

The new prices apply only to processors' sales of shr~ cooked a ,or eol 
f r om, points within 75 alr miles of the coasts 10rth an Soutn Caro ina, 
Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, and Texas . 

or 

c r 
• Ad.IIllnte-

ett ctl •• 

isb 

or e i.ered 
1a, Florida, 

Inland distributors (other than processors) ",ose sales are not covered by the wbolesale 
and retail "fixed mark-up" regulations and who se.ll cooked shrim ro the1r warehouses, 
mainly to other wholesalers, are allowed a mark-up of five cents per pound ov r he sum of 
the processor's price plus transportation, 

Inland processors--who a r e for the most part small operators suppl ing lo cal trade- ­
will continue to price cooked sllrimp under provisions of the General hlaxUmwm Price Regula­
tion, which "freezes" ind ivjdual sellers' prices at :':arch 1942 "highs." That rtsgula tloD 
previously covered all sllrimp processors. 

The specific pr ices are based on the average level of former "freeze" prices for proc­
essors, OPA said. Counts for the various sizes of the item, based on those already provided 
for canned shrimp, are as fol lows: 




