
~~arch 1 46 

FRESH AND FROZEN 

New England 

LAlI!JDJ S AT THREE PORTS: Lan in' s 0'] 

fishing craft at Boston , loucestcr, and 
Portland during December totalelj 1 , 57,000 
pounds, valued at $1 , /-1-49 , 700 to t e fisher­
men, according to the Service's Current 
Fishery St tistics No . 248 . This ;a5 an 
increase of 21 percent in quantity landed 
as co:npared wi t Dece, ber 19411 . Total land­
ings during 1945 tiIDounted to 423, 15 , 000 
pounds cOlilpar ed with 363 ,805,000 pounds 
landed during the corresponding perioa of 
1944, an increase of 16 percent . Of the 
total, 188 ,1t-l , 000 pounds vere landed at 
Boston; 213 ,498 ,000 pounds at Gloucester; 
and 21, 956 ,000 pounds at Portland. 

FISH 

~~LU"O. LANlINGS AT NE:' ~~?,~?RO , MASSACHUSETTS .. ---
NE:. BE] ORD Ln:.mr S: F s er. 

landed at reVl Bedford, Lass ch sett 
December totaled 4,354,000 pounds, va 
$41'1,000 to the fis er:nen , accoraln 
Service's Cur ent Fishery tatist CB 
rhi s was an incre se of 50 perce tin 
landed conpare ~lth ece ber 1 
landings during 1945 amounted to 101,) 
pounds as com red wi th 74, 36 , 000 pound 
ed during tn corresponding per od in 1 
increase of 35 per e t . ter 1 n 1n 
addoc , red oake, and m 

the major ortion of t e 

COLD-SrORAGE HO:"DUG;:,: Bold.in s o~ fbhery 
plants declined frama total of 15,734,000 pounos on 
pounds on Jauuar y 30, 1946, accor i to the 
Service I s,,:ar .~et Te":ls ffice in tnat city .... his 
was a decline of 42 ercent fro the of 
17,Q98,000poundsreachedon .'ov er 2 ,1)45. 

pro cts in 
celt er 2t-, 



30 COMMERCIAL FISHERIES REVIEW Vol. 8, No, 3 

NEW ENGLAND FISHERIES, 1945: New England's fishing industry in 1945 landed 
566,802,000 pounds of fishery products at the major ports of the area , thereby 
breaking all previous records for production, according to the Service's Cur rent 
Fishery Statistics No, 250, 

The landings in 1945 represent a gain of 23 percent over those of the preceding 
year, and surpassed the previous peak production of 1941 by about 30 million pounds , 

Although the New England fishing fleet operated under great difficulties early 
in the war, owing to the loss of many trawlers to the military services, most of 
these boats have been replaced by new ones and many of the requisitioned boats 
have been returned, 

Fish caught by NewEngland ve ssels--chiefly 
haddock, rosefish, cod, flounders, mackerel, 
and whiting--sup~ly the bulk of the country's 
fresh fish markets, 1;ost of the catch is made 
in the Gulf of h~aine, on Georges and other banks 
south and east of Cape Cod, and on the more 
distant Nova Scotian banks, 

-- ~~ 
~ For the third successive year, Gloucester 

took the lead among New England ports, handling 
213,498,000 pounds, Boston, in second place, received 188,161,000 pounds, Third 
and fourth places were held by New Bedford and Provincetown, 1-:ass, , wi th 101,363,000 
and 42,610,000 pounds, respectively, Portland landings amounted to 21,956,000 
pounds, 

Gloucester, New Bedford, and Provincetown all handled more fish than ever 
before in their history; Portland landings were about of average size; while Boston 
was still far below its pre-war level, al though showing sone recovery from the 
low level of the war period. 

Gloucester, center of the New England fisheries fram the earliest days of the 
industry until about 1907, has now regained its former prominence chiefly as the 
result of the recent growth in the rosefish industry. Rosefish, along with had­
dock, is at present the mainstay of the New England fisheries, ~uch of the trawling 
for rosefish is done on grounds widely scattered throughout the Gulf of Maine . 
Gloucester enjoys a slight geographic advantage in being nearer these grounds than 
Boston, Also, the small and medium sized boats employed in fishing for rosefish 
find somewhat better docking facilities at Gloucester, 

Phenomenal growth as fishing ports has been made in recent years by both New 
Bedford, on the southern Massachusetts Coast, and Province town, at the tip of Cape 
Cod, 

New Bedford landings jumped from about 50 million pounds in 1941 to over 
100 million pounds in 1945, New Bedford's growth as a port came chiefly through the 
development of a fishery for yellowtail flounders of f' the southern New England 
Coast, This port now receives about half the New England flounder catch, as well 
as large quantities of haddock and sea scallops, plus miscellaneous other species. 

Provincetown, which formerly handled little -but the catches of mackerel and 
whiting made in the local trap fisheries , through war-time boom in landings has 
become one of the top ranking port s of the area, with a fleet of about 45 amall 
and medium sized trawlers or draggers, The chief species landed at Provincetown 
are whiting, fl ounders, cod, and mackerel, Located on the extreme tip of Cape 
Cod, this port has the advantage of a situation near good fishing grounds, so that 
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catches can be brought to port promptly, Provincetown draggers fish in t he adjacent 
Cape Cod Bay in Wil'l ter, and in summer, work the exposed ocean coast or "backside" 
of the Cape, an area noted for its dangerous shoals and lack of shelter fo r marin­
ers, 

~, 
~ 

Middle Atlantic 

RECEIPTS: Landings and receipts for Janu­
ary 1946 increased about 2 million pounds ove"r 
those for January 1945, according to t he Ser­
vice's Market News Office in New York City , 
Fresh fish showeda slight rise, both in l and­
ings and receipts. Leading fresh items were 
fluke, cod, haddock, yellowtail, and whi t i ng, 
fluke excelling all other species in arrival s 
during the month and increasing to doubl e its 
size of January 1945. This increase was mainly 
due to the greater number of vessels partici­
pating in this fishery off the Atlantic Coa st, 
from New Jersey to the Virginia Capes , Shell­
fish landings and receipts reached over a mil­
lion and a half pounds, with clams , shell oysters, 
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and shrimp the principal items, 

COLD-STORAGE HOLDINGS: COld-storage holdings of f ishery products in New York 
City remained large on February 1, although the r e was a net reduction of about 
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2,000,000 pounds in January, Stocks on Febru­
aryl were 7,000,000 pounds larger than on Feb­
ruary 1, 1945, according to the Service's Mar­
ket News Office in New York, Total reduction 
of stocks during January was about 600,000 
pounds l e ss than the drop in stocks in January 
1945. This indicated that the meat packers' 
strike did little to stimUlate withdrawals of 
frozen fishery products. 

The major items held in New York cold­
st orage plants were steak and market cod, Bos­
ton mackerel, salmon, whiting, yellowtail, 
sablefish and cod fillets, Flounder holdings, 

including fluke, increa sed i n January this year by 156,000 pounds, Fluke was an 
important f actor in t his increase as the landings and receipts of t h is item during 
January were 952,000 pounds compared with 438, 000 pounds in January 1945. Fluke 
receipts t hus hada consi derable influence in keeping the holdings at a high level, 
even though dealers made record sales of this species on the fresh fish market, 

On February 1, i nventories of fre sh-water fish showed an increase of 961,000 
pounds over those of February 1, 1945, A gain of 1,354,000 pounds in holdings of 
shellfish was also recorded, Large stocks of shrimp accounted for a considerable 
portion of the latter increase, There wa s a vigorous fresh market demand for the 
larger si zes of t h is favorite i t em , but the smaller sizes were slow to move and, 
conse~uently, were conveyed to freezers , 
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Great Lakes 

sale 
RECEIPTS: Receipts of l'reshand fro~en fishe ry products 
fi sh market during January tota.led ,231 , pounds , an 
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COLD-srORAG'~ HOLDINGS: Total bold in s of 
fishery products in Chicago cold-stora 'e ·.varc­
houses on February 1 amounte to , 528,000 
pounds, according to t e Service's Chicago 
1:arket Ne';s Office. i1.1thou~ this t otal as 
a decline of 11 percent from that 01 January 
3, which represe te 01 in s at tne en of 
December, it was an increase of 47 pe rcent over 
the holdings on February 1, 1 45 . 

COLD S 0 AGE HOlD "'GS - CHICAGO 

The nation-wide meat strike , whicn devel ­
oped during the month, occasioned no aonorrnal 
cold-storage withdrawals. Holdings diminished 
very gradually, as current receipts were fairly 
demands. 
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Gulf 

PRODUCTION: Shrimp production in the Gulf area amounted t o 17,500 barrels 
during January, a decline of 5,000 barrels as compared with the December total, 
anda decrease of 8,000 barrels below the Janu-
ary 1945 figure, according to the Service's 
Market News Office in New Orleans. 

The catch of fresh-water and salt-water 
fish for January showed an increase of 29,000 
pounds over December, but was 11,000 pounds 
under the January 1945 production. 

Bad weather has been blamed generally for 
the decline in shrimp landings in 1945~ Rec­
ords disclose that few boats reached the "thou­
sand barrel" class, while in other years many 
vessels claimed this distinction. 

GULF COLD STORAGE HOLDINGS 
in millions of pounds 
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COLD-STORAGE HOLDING$: Col d - storage hol d­
ings of shrimp in the Gulf area on February 1 
totaled about 3 million pounds. Even though 
the seasonal decline in stocks continued, the 
holdings remained about 80 percent higher than 
those of 1945, according to the Service's Mar­
ket News Office at New Orleans. 
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Pacific 

SEATTLE RECEIPTS: Fresh and frozen fish 
and shellfish arriving in Seattle during Janu­
ary, totaled 2,939,000 pounds, according to 
the Service's Market News Office in that ci ty, 
This wasa decline of 45 percent compared with 
the previous month and 4 percent lower than 
January 1945. Much of the decrease may be at­
tributed to the usual mid-winter slack-produc­
tion period, and the influence of adverse weath­
er conditions off the Coast. Most salmon and 
halibut fishermen lay up their craft for winter 
overhaul in preparation for increased fishing 
operations in the spring, 
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COLD STORAGE HOLDINGS - NORTH PACIFIC 
In millions of pounds 
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NORTHWEST COLD-STORAGE HOLDINGS: Fish 
and shellfish holdings in the cOld-storage 
plants of Washington, Oregon, and Alaska to­
taled 13,250 , 000 pounds on February 1, accord­
ing to the Service's Market News Office at 
Seattle. Thi s repre sented a decline of 32 
percent from holdings on January 1, but an in­
crease of 10 percent over stocks held on Feb­
ruary 1, 1945. Salmon, halibut, sablefish, 
and tuna were the varieties held in greatest 
abundance. About half of the area's total 
holdings were contained in the plants of Wa sh­
ington, while the remainder of the holdings 
were nearly evenly divided between Oregon and 
Alaska. 

RECEIPTS AT SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA PORTS: Fresh fi sh landings at the ports of 
Santa Monica, San Diego, and San Pedro showed a general decline during January, 
according to the Service's Market News Office 
at San Pedro. 

The Santa Monica-San Pedro area showed a 
decrease in landings of 2,969,000 pounds in 
January compared with those for December. Mack­
erel was largely responsible for this sharp 
decline, as the season for this species closed 
early in January. The closure of the season 
was reflected in mackerel landings of only 
555,000 pounds for the month compared with a 
total of 3,558,000 pounds for December. 

San Diego landings also showed a marked 
decrease during the month with only 80,000 pounds as compared with 239 ,000 pounds 
for December. Barracuda landings showed the greatest percentage of dec rease. 

The pilchard (sardine) fishery for the area of San Francisco and 1Ionterey 
made little showing during January and raised the season's total landine;s for these 
ports to only 227 ,412 tons. San Pedro's landings totaled about 26 ,812 tons during 
the month, bringing its season 's total to 160 , 031 tons. Storms in the vicinity 
of these three ports were largely responsible fo r the decreased tonnage. 

LOS ANGELES COLD-STORAGE HOLDINGS: Holdings of fish and f ishery products 
in LOB Angeles COld-storage warehouses amounted to 4,352,000 pounds on February 1 

COLD STORAGE HOLDINGS-LOS ANGELES 
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as compared wi th 4,553,000 pound s on January 1, 
a net reduction of 201 ,OOOpounds during Janu­
ary, according to the Service's Market News 
Office at San Pedro. January's freezings showed 
a decrease of 12.7 percent as compared with 
those for December. 

Since the nation-wide meat - packers' strike 
did not have the antiCipated effect of greatly 
stimulating the demand for fresh and frozen 
fishery products, stocks of these items re­
mained higher on February 1 than is normal at 
this season. 
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United States 

1945 FISH PRODUCTION; United States production of fish and shellfish during 
1945 amounted to approximately 4.4 billion pounds, a decline of over two percent 
fram the 4.5 billion pounds caught the previous year, according to a preliminary 
estimate of production compiled by the U. S. Fish and ·\'fildlife Service. 

The total 1945 catch of fish and shellfish brought fishenuen an estimated 
230,000,000 dollars, which exceeded the value of the 1944 catch--a previous record-­
by 23,000,000 dollars. 

The sharpest decline occurred in the nation' slargest fishery, the Pacific Coast 
sardine industry. The catch of sardines, known also as pilchards, was 1,136,000,000 
pounds in 1944, but dropped to 832,000,000 pounds in 1945. 

Largely due to the smaller pilchard catch, total production in the Pacific 
Coast States and Alaska fell from 2,171,000,000 pounds in 1944 to 1,829,000,000 
pounds last year. Among other major fisheries of the area, mackerel and salmon 
showed declines which, however, were largely offset by gains in tuna and Alaska 
herring. 

The catch of tuna rose to 183 million pounds, 
from 170 million in 1944. The gain in this impor­
tant fishery was in part due to the return of some 
of the vessels that had been requisitioned for mili­
tary service, the building of new boats, and the 
opening to fishing of certain areas closed during 
the war for security reasons. 

The Alaska herring fishery also showed a gain-­
fram 113 million pounds in 1944 to over 120 million 
pounds in 1945. Practically the entire catch of this 
fishery is utilized in the manufacture of oil and 
meal. 

Production of salmon declined from 431 million to 420 million pounds, while 
Pacific mackerel, a highly variable fishery, fell from 93 million to 60 million 
pounds. 

Production on the Atlantic and Gulf Coasts and in the Great Lakes and Missis­
sippi River increased slightly from the 1944 level, totaling 2,546,000,000 pounds 
in 1945, compared with 2,333,000,000 pounds the previous year. 

The major ports in the New England area had the busiest year in their history, 
handling approximately 568 million pounds, a gain of more than 100 million pounds 
over 1944. Landings at these ports consist chiefly of haddock, rosefish, cod, 
flounders, and other species sold in the fresh fish markets. 

The menhaden fishery, heaviest producer on the Atlantic Coast, showed some 
gain compared with 1944.. The 1945 production was 740 million pounds; while in 
1944, 685 million pounds were caught. Menhaden are used principally in the manu­
facture of meal and oil. 

Compared with the average of the past four years, more of the fish catch was 
utilized in the fresh or frozen state, while somewhat less went into the produc­
tion of canned fish and byproducts. About the same quanti ty--a relatively snall 
amount--was cured. The 1945 catch was utilized as follows; 1.7 billion pounds 
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went to market as fresh and frozen fish; 1.2 billion pounds were canned; 1.4 were 
utilized as byproducts; and 0,1 billion pounds were cured. 

The pack of canned fish and shellfish declined approximately four percent 
compare d wi t h 1944 . Production in the major seafood canning industries in 1944 
and 1945 wa s a s follows: 

1 9 4 5 1 9 4 4 1 9 4 5 1 9 4 4 
Standard Case s Standard Cases Standard Cases Standard Cases 

Salmon: Sardines : 
Alaska 4,302 ,895 4,893,059 Maine 2,600,000 2,919,500 
Uni ted States ~OIOOO 24~1~8 California 3,786,752 3,599,686 

Total ••• • 4,32, &35 5,13, 7 
Tuna. 4,025.658 3.560,020 

Mackerel: 
East G:>ast 50 ,085 232,78iJ Shrimp 142,000 401 ,178 
West G:>ast 635 ,889 992,280 

OOWfST/C MOLDINGS OF FROZEN "SHERY PRODUCTS COLD-STORAGE FREEZINGS ANDHOLDINGS: Hold­
ings of frozen fish and shellfish declined 25 
millionpounds during January, and on February 1 
totaled 11 5,398. 000 pounds. Stocks on that 
dat e were 36 mill ion pounds greater than on 
February 1 , 1945 , according to the Service's 
Current Fishery ,Statistics No. 252. 
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at a much slower rate t han in t he 

Data on holdings of frozen fishery prod­
ucts furnished the Service's Fishery Market 
News Of fice s at Boston, Gloucester, New York 
City , and Chicago show that during the first 
two weeks in February, stocks were declining 

same period in 1945. 

SAUCES A...~ GARNISHES : The attractiveness of almost any 
dish conSisting of fish will be increased greatly by the use 
of sauces that subtly enhance or complement the flavor. Any 
good cook book contains excellent suggestions as to the choice 
and preparation of such sauces.!! Fresh and colorful garnish­
es also do much to creat e a dish as pleasing to the eye as to 
the palate, thereby whetting the appetite and helping to make 
the serving of fi sh a pleasurable and often repeated experience, 
y~ for Seafoods . Fishery Leaflet 53. Mimeographed, 4 pages, 

ma,y be obtained on request from the Fish and Wildlife Service, 
Qdcago 54. Ill. 

--Conservation Bulletin No. 38 




