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FRESH AND FROZEN FISH 

New· England 

BOSTON COLD-STORAGE: Holdings of fishery 
products in Boston cOld-storage plants on Feb
ruary 27 totaled 8,3 61,000 pounds,according to 
the Service's local Market News Office in that 
city. This was a decline of 19.8 percent as 
compared with holdings on January 30. , , 

COLD STORAGE HOLDINGS-BOSTON 
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Although the boat tie-up at Boston cur
tailed production to about 25 percent of nor
mal, holdings on February 27 were 21 percent 
above the 5-year average for that date, 

, , , 
\'" 1945:' 5 

'" I., 
.... ....... -~ ...... 

~. 
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jne July Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Middle Atlantic 

NEW ,YORK CITY RECEIPTS: Fish and shellfish received in the New York market 
during February totaled 14,630,000 pounds, according to the Service's Market News 

NEW YORK CITY RECEIPTS 
in million of rOUndS 
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Office in that city. This was about 1,700,000 
pounds below the February 1945 figure. Leading 
items were cod, fluke, whi ting, haddock, yellow
tail, scup, and flounder. Compare d wi th arrival s 
in February 1945, cod, haddock, and yellowtail 
displayed a slight decline in their respective 
totals, but shrimp showed an increase of about 
175 ,000 pounds during Februaryas compared with 
the same month's figure last year. 

The combined total receipts of bluefish, 
king and Spanish mackerel, and mullet, all of 
which come from southern States,dropped about 
690,000 pounds below the combined totals of 
these same species for February 1945. 

Out of a total of 18 working days dur1ng the month of February, there were 
only three days when the market was generally active'; one day it was active for 
groundfish only; and on only two days was it moderately active. On the other 
12 days, the market was sluggish. Dealers were expecting the demand for seafood 
to increase greatly during the Lenten season. 
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COLD STORAGE HOLDINGS - NEW YORK 
in millif!!1s of Jounds 
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NEW YORK CITY COLD-STORAGE HOLDINGS: Al
though holdings of fishery products in New York , s 
cold-storage warehouses declined 1,700,000 
pounds during February, they were, on March 1, 
double those of the same date in1945, accord
ing to the Service's Market News Office in that 
city. Cod fillets, Boston mackerel , sablefish, 
salmon, and whiting were the leading salt-water 
items j ciscos and whi tefish led among the fresh
water species,and among shellfish, shrimp and 
squid stocks were the largest. 

Great Lakes 

CHICAGO RECEIPTS: Receipts of fresh and 
frozen fishery products in the Chicago whole
sale market during February totaled 5 ,105 ,000 
pounds. This was a decline of 18 percent as 
compared with the January total and 9 percent 
below February 1945 receipts,according to the 
Service's Market News Office in that city. 

CHICAGO RECEIPTS 
in mill!E!!.s 0'r-P-0unds 
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Compared with the previous month, fresh
water receipts dropped 13 percent ~uring Feb
ruary, but were only 1 percent below the Feb
ruary 1945 figure. Salt-water receipts in 
February declined 36 percent as compared with 
those of January and fell 23 percent below 
those of February 1945. 
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Dealers were concerned about the seven and one-half million pounds of fishery 
products inpublic cold-storage as the most productive months of the year approached. 

COLD STORAGE HOLDINGS - CHICAGO 

in million.! 60sffPoundS 
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figure, Holdings of fresh-water 

CHICAGO COLD-STORAGE: Holdings of fishery 
products in Chicago COld-storage warehouses on 
February 28 amounted to 7,400,000 pounds, ac
cording to the Service's 11arket News Office in 
that city. Although this represented a decline 
of 2 percent as compared wi th holdings on Janu
ary ~l,· it was 78 percent greater than total 
holdings on March 1, 1945. 

The receipt inFebruary of a large quantity 
of whitefish, which led all varieties in freez
ings during the month, together wi th a sluggish 
demand for fresh-water species, held the decline 
in cold-storage stocks to a comparatively small 

species increased 11 percent during the month. 
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Gulf 
PRODUCTION: Shrimp production in the Gulf 

area during February was 30 percent below Janu
ary landings, but was Slightly ahead of the 
February figure in 1945 and the 5-year average, 
according to the Service's Market News Office 
in New Orleans. 

Oyster canning acti vi tie s rose to full pro
duction, wi th many plants changing from the can
ning of shrimp to oyster canning, Of February's 
production of oysters--60,OOO barrels--which 
was double receipts of this species for Janu
ary, half went into cans. 

GULF SHRIMP RECE IPTS
in millions of pounds 
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GULF COLD STORAGE HOLDINGS 
in millions of pounds 
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COLD-STORAGE: Shrimp stocks in the Gulf 
area shrank from 3 million to 2i million pounds 
in February, but were still larger than the 
1-1/3 million pounds held on March 1, 1945, 
according to the Service's Market News Office 
in New Orleans, 
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4 Frozen fish holdings in Gulf warehouses 
increased slightly, totaling 2t million pounds 
on March 1, nearly double the stocks of March 
1, 1945 • 
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Pacific 

SEATTLE RECEIPTS: February's receipts of fresh and frozen fishery products 
at Seattle totaled 4,224,000 pounds, according to the Service's Market News Office 
in that city. This represented an increase of 
44 percent over January receipts. Moderation 
of offshore weather conditions during the month 
permitted a much higher production by the otter
trawl fleet. 

Receipts from Alaska amounted to 1,798,000 
pounds during February. This was 43 percent of 
the month's total arri val s , and 37 percen t higher 
thanAlaska shipments in January. These receipts 
consisted mainly of halibut, silver and chum 
salmon, and sablefish. 

SEATTLE RECEIPTS 
in millions of pounds 
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With the bulk of the halibut fleet rigging-up, re-converting, and otherwise 
preparing for the coming halibut fishing season, and a slacking off of operations 
of small shark and gill-net craft, Seattle was dependent almost entirely upon 
landings of the dragger boats for its daily supplies of fresh fish during Febru
ary. 
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NORTHWEST COLD-STORAGE HOLDINGS: Although freez1.ngs of fish and shellfish ill 
cold-storage plants in Washington, Oregon, and Alaska totaled 3,150,000 pounds 

COLD STORAGE HOLDINGS - NORTH PACIFIC 
In mil/Ions of 
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during February, withdrawals of frozen stocks 
exceeded receipts to the extent that holdings 
dropped 1,505,000 pounds between February 1 and 
March 1, a decline of 11 percent, according to 
the Service's ~rket tews Of ice at Seattle. 

.ore than one-helf of thb area r 21 S oct::s 
were he.d in Was ington plants, the balance 
being fairly evenly dietrib ted between t oe 
of Oregon and Alaska. 

C r d fi hold Dge thro got t e ;orth 
0 

Jm feb Mar Acr May J,e ,My AoQ ~p Ocr Pacific a~a aleo 8 oled heavy it draw s in 
February, stocke of these cOlllllodities dropping 

frcm 2,045,000 pounds on January 31 to 1,42 .000 ounds on Ua:rcb . Ho e'ler, e oc S 

of cured fish were 107 percent heavier on arch 1 tha 0 rch 1. 1945 . 

LANDINGS II SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA: resh fis la dinge in t e Sa Pe ro-Sa a 
Monica area totaled 496,000 pounds d i February. a decrease 0 40 ,000 po ds 
as compared with January landi s. ne graat- ~ 

est decline was shown in mackerel receipts. ~ ~ 
which dropped 76 percent. Toe macKerel season -= "C1::::;:!?" 
came rapidly to a close the letter part of Jan ary 
and was responsible for the marke decrease in 
landings of this species. Alt ough ot er e
creases appeare in sardine, rockfisn. sme t, 
Spanish mackerel. and yellowtail. gains ere 
noted in the catch of barracuda. cabr1ll • blac 
sea bass, and shark. ~ __ 'P';.9 

San Diego receipts showed a decided increase Barracuda 
during February, wi th 2q7 ,000 pounds landed com-
pared with 80,000 pounds for January. Noticeable gains a peare in lan ngs 0 

yellowtail. black sea bass, halibut, and barracuda. 

CALIFORNIA COLD-STORAGE HOLDJJ-IGS: February freezings of fish e.ad shellfish 
in California plants showed an increase over January with 297,00- pounds frozen. 

COLD STORAGE HOLDINGS-LOS ANGELES 
in '"tllions 0.' pounds 
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The freezings were far belo., those for Febru
ary 1945, when 425,0 0 pounds 'ere frozen, the 
Service's 'arket Neva Office at San Pedro re
ported. 

Fishery products held in California cold
storage warehouseson1:archl totaled 7,34Q,OOO 
pounds, a net reduction of 278,000 pounds com
pared wi th holdings on February 1, bu t 4,536,000 
pounds greater than stocks beld on March 1, 
1945 . 

Between February 1, and March 1, noticeable 

lets and silver 
shrimp. Almo st 
excess of those 

decreases occurred in holdings of flounder fil
salmon, while marked increase s were found in holding s of smelt and 
vdthout exception, holdings on March 1 of all species were far in 
on March 1, 1945. 
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United States 
U. S. FISHING PORTS: The leading United States fishing ports in 1945, in 

weight of fish landed, were San Pedro, Monterey, Gloucester, San Francisco, and 
Boston, in the order named, but in terms of the value of the landings, Boston held 
first place, the Fish and Wildlife Service reported on March 9. 

Following the leading five were four ports on the East Coast and one on t he 
Pacific Coast: Lewes, Del.; Beau·fort-Morehead City, N. C.; New Bedford, Mass.; 
San Diego, Calif.; and Reedville, Va. These ten ports receive approximately half 
of the nation's total production of fish and other aquatic products. 

San Pedro, which has held first pl E- ce on the list of fishing ports for two 
years in succession, handled approximately 480,000,000 pounds in 1945. The bulk 
of the landings at San Pedro are pilchards or 
sardines, although tuna and mackerel also are 
landed in considerable quantity at this port. 

The enormous landings of pilchards are 
responsible for the high rank of Monterey and 
San Francisco, for at both ports this Single 
species comprises more than 90 percent of the 
landings. Last year ,Monterey received a total 
of 330,000,000 pounds of all species, while San 
Francisco's landings were 200,000,000 pounds. 

PILCHARD 

The port of Gloucester not only has held the leading p1a~e among Atlantic 
Coast ports for three consecutive years, but in 1945, was one of the three principal 
ports of the United State s. Gloucester, in third place , received 213,000,000 pounds, 
while Boston, fifth in rank, handled 188,000,000 pounds. The se ports are the 
country's prIncipal centers for the production of fresh fish , their landings con
sisting chiefly of haddock, rosefish, cod, flounders, mackerel, and other species 
handled almost exclusively by the fresh fish markets. 

Although Boston's landings were smaller than Gloucester's by about 25 ,000,000 
pounds, their total value was greater--$13,790,000 as against $11,184,000 for the 
Gloucester landings. Haddock and cod, which are the chief items in the landings 
at Boston, bring a higher price than the rosefish which made up about 48 percent 
of the Gloucester receipts. 

MENHADEN 

Three towns on the Atlantic Coast-
Lewes, Del.; the Beaufort-Morehead City 
area of N. C.; and Reedville, Va.--are 
among the ten principal fishing ports 
because of their landings of a single 
species of fish--menhaden. Although 
the menhaden is not well known to the 
general public because its chief use 
is in the manufacture of meal and oil, 
rather thau as food, it is caught in 
greater quantity than any other fish on 
the Atlantic Coast. Landings of men
haden, together with minor quantities 
of other species, totaled approximately 
175,000,000 pounds at Lenes last year. 
The Beaufort-Morehead Cityarea received 
about 143,000,000 pounds, of which prob
ably 90 percent Vias Iuenhaden. 
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Tne rapidly growing port of New Bedford increased its landings from 75,000,000 
pounds in 1944 to 101,000,000 pounds last yeax, ranking eighth on the list of United 
States ports. Like Gloucester and Boston, New Bedford is a fresh fish center, 
flounders and haddock predominating in its landings. 

San Diego, in ninth place, received about 
100,000,000 pounds in 1945, with tuna its most 
important species. Because of its southern lo
cation, this port is the prinCipal place of land
ing for the large tuna clippers that fish off 
the coast of Mexico and Central America. 

Reedville, ranking tenth on the list, re
ceived about 80,000,000 pounds, almost entirely 
menhaden. 

Among other ports with landings ranging between 40,000,000 and 80,000,000 
pounds, axe Fernandina , Fla., whi ch received about 74,000,000 pounds, chiefly 
menhaden; Astoria, Ore., with about 48,000,000 pounds; and Seattle, Wash., and 
Pr ovincetown, Mass., with about 42,000 ,000 pounds each. 

COLD-STORAGE FREEZINGS AND HOLDINGS: Holdings of frozen fish and shellfish 
on W-axch 1 were 72 percent above the average for that season of the year, totaling 
99 million pounds , according to the United States 
Fish and Wildlife Service l sCurrent Fishery Sta
tist ics No. 257 . 

Although inventories of frozen seafoods de
clined nearly 50 million pounds from their win
ter peak of 148 million pounds reached on Decem
ber 1, withdrawals proceeded at a rate considerably less than normal. In 1945, 
holdings on March 1 were only 53 million pounds . 
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Reports reaching the Fish and Wildlife 
Service in the two weekJafter March 1 indicated 
that stocks of frozen fish, at least in Bome 
areas, had begun to move more rapidly, probably 
reflecting the Lenten demand. Heavy withdrawals 
were reported from Boston, where production of 
fresh fish had been sharply reduced by a labor 
disagreement, and from New York and Chicago. 

Holdings of fishery products in cold-stor
age and freezing e stablishmen ts on March 1 in
cluded 73 million pounds of salt-water fish, 
10 million pounds of fresh-water species, and 
16 million pounds of shellfish. 




