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FOREIGN FISHERY TRADE 

Canada 
PORT PRIVILEGES ETI'ENDED TO U. S. FISHING VESSELS: The Canadien Government 

has extended for the calendar yea r 1948 the customary port privileges granted in 
previous years to United State s halibut f ishing vessels engaged in fishing in 
Pacific Coast waters for halibut and sablef ish, according to the American Embassy 
at ottawa. 

The United States, through. the lapse of wartime legislation, has been unable to 
continue to grant reciprocal port privileges i n Alaska to Canadian fishing vessels, 
and the Canadian Government was so informed by the Embassy. The Canadian action 
has been taken despite the absence of simil ar privileges on the part of the United 
States in 1947 and probably in 1948. 

The Canadian Department of Fisheries i s considering the suggestion of the 
feasibility of working out some permanent rec iprocal solution to the problem of 
port privileges. 

Mexico 
FISHING REGULATIONS: Commodore Antonio Vazquez del Mercado, Director General 

of Mexican Merchant Marine, has furnished the U. S . Embassy a copy of his order 
to port captains, No. C-2215, Circular 140, da t ed August 5, 1947, translation 
of which follows: 

"To avoid infringement of fishing regulations by port captaincies 
in issuing exit permits to Mexican vessels or vessels engaged in com
mercial or sport fishing when their outfi t ters, ch.azoterers, crews, or 
passengers have not previously obtained the proper permit or concession 
from the Directorate General of Fisherie s and ~llied Industries, you 
will please order the empl oye es in charge of navigation services in 
your port CSi'taincy that begi nning with the date on which you receive 
the present communication they ahall not handle any application for 
departure for vessels in the traffic ci ted if that application does 
not contain the approval of the fishing inspector or persons substi
tuting him in your port. 

"At places here there may be no fishery inspection office, the 
captain of the port, prior to authorizing the exit permit, shall re
quire that the interested per s ons p rove that they are authorized by 
the Directorate General of F i sheries and Allied Industries to engage 
in that acti vi ty. 

l'Foreign fishing vessel s de spa t ched ' via a la pesca' by the 
offices of fisheries inspe ction a t Salina Cruz , Oaxaca; Ensenada, 
B. C.: San Diego, Calif . : or San Pedr o, Calif.: when they arrive 
at any of our ports by reas on of unforeseen ,or forced causes, shall, 
through their captains , deliver such despa tches to the port captaincy, 
not to be returned until thei r departure , note being made thereon of 
the reason for their arrival and the departure permit, wi th their 
respectiye dates. In case these vessels do not have the afore
mentioned clearance s, your port captaincy shall draw up a detailed 
report and advise thi s off ice by urgent telegram; guard shall be 
placed ove r them and no departure permit shall be granted them 
until authorized by this office. " 
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The Director General explained that t he circular was issued solely to assure 
the approval of both Mexican fishing inspectors and port captains a t Mexican ports 
of departures of fishing vessels engaged in fishing operations in Mexican waters, 
and was not intended to change departure requirements in eff ect prior to date of 
issuance, 

The Director General stated that United States fishing vessels, not having 
Mexican licenses, putting in at Mexican ports by reason of force majeure or fo r 
supplies need not obtain Mexican fishing licenses, He said possession of clearance 
papers issued at preceding foreign port is considered sufficient, without Embassy's 
intervention, to assure that Mexic an fishing inspectors and port captains will 
grant clearances without delay, even though there may be fish aboard caught on 
the high seas or in waters of other countries , He said the order to hold vessels 
under guar.d pending determination by Central Mexican authorities is intended to 
apply only to vessels entering Mexican pqrts without clearance documents of any 
k ind, Tne Director General informally assured that he will consult withtheErobassy 
concerning the cases of any United states vessels thus detained with the under
standing that he will cooperate toward effecting the earliest possible release 
of vessel in accordance' ~~th desire of Mexican Merchant Marine to avoid difficul
ties in departure of United States vessels, 

* * * * * 
FISHERY NOTES: The following information relative to the fisheries of Mexico 

is based on translations made by the D, S, Embassy in Mexico of ~ticles appear
ing in Mexican papers, 

CANCELLATION OF FISHL,{G PERMITS: The Ministry of Marine, through the Direc
tor General of Fisheries, intends to cancel fish ing permits which are not in order 
and thus to end surreptitious smuggling of giant 
shrimp by American fishing boats, 

Currently, there are some 50 vessels in the 
Gul f of Campeche engaged in the capture of shrimp 
in the huge banks located in the estuaries and 
bays along the coast of Tabasco and Campeche, All 
boats fishiqg shrimp, including those of .coopera
tives, packing plants, etc" will be checked to 
see that their documents are in order, 

For this purpose, the Chief of the Fishery 
Inspection Office of the Director has gone to Ciudad 
del Carllien, Campeche, with definite instructions 
to proceed to enforce the Fishe;y Law, 

In the Ministry of Marine it is known that there is a tremendous amount of 
giant shrimp exported to the United States, and that there are vessels anchored 
at Laguna del Carmen and Campeche constantly, l 'oading shellfish as though it were 
any other commodity, 

There is no occasion to take action with reference to these vessels as they 
duly pay their fees to the treasury and have everything in order; but if any ir
regularities are found in the permits of the fishing cooperatives or private com
panies, they are to be cancelled in order to stop the smuggling, 
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It is also known that smuggling is carried on by foreign vessels over which 
the Director of Fisherie s has no control and which cannot be patrolled by the 
coast guard boats assigned t o the Gulf of Campeche. It is against the activities 
of these clandestine ships particularly that effective meas~res will be taken. 

DANGER TO FISHING IN LAGUNA MADRE: The Director General of Fisheries of the 
~inistry of Marine learned of the danger of a paralysis in fishing activities in 
Laguna Madre as a result of the extinction of marine species due to the gradual 
filling in of the canal connecting this l agoon with the sea. 

If the species become extinct, the families of 3 , 000 fishermen will be left 
in a difficult situation, and for this reason t he ne cessary requests have been 
submitted to the Under Secretary to have a dredge sent t here as soon as possible. 

The Director added in hi s report that he wishes t o put an end to the exploi ta
tion of the fishermen by the permissionnaires in the port s of northern Tamaulipas, 
since in Matamoros and nearby ports, only unorganized fishermen are working and 
they are required to turn over the products of their fi shing at low prices because 
they do not have the vessels and equipment necessary t o fi sh f or their own account. 

The Director General of Fisheries plans to establi sh a fi shermen's colony 
at Jeffils Maria and to unify all the seamen of the region. When this has been done, 
they will request the necessary aid of the government t o organize f i shing coop
eratives such as those which operate in other port s and f ishing stations on the 
coasts of the Gulf, the PaCific, and the Caribbean. 

DEVELOPMENT OF IvIARINE WEALTH: The Mini stry of Mar ine , through the Director 
General of Fisheries, anticipates the approval of t h e Fi rst Magistrate of the 
Nation, Attorney Miguel Aleman, of the budget of the de partment , which will be 
reorganized next year in order to utilize ocean r e source s to the be st advantage 
of the country. 

Currently, the budget of the Director General of Fisheries amounts to 800, 000 
pesos ($164,000) and it is proposed to increase it to $615 ,000 , based on the fac t 
that this department alone has been responsible for an increase of $2,050 , OCO an
nually in revenue to the treasury. 

If this budget is approved, the Director General of Fisherie s will f ound 
schools for fishermen on the Gulf and Pacific coas ts, i n which the f ishermen and 
their children will receive technical training; ana. light armed boats will be obtained 
for the purpose of eliminating smuggling from Mexican ports near the Uni t ed States. 
These armed boats will confront, smugglers frequenting the beaches near t he borders 
of the United States and Guatemala and defying the pat r ol of the authorities. 

There will be a greater number of technicians, and i nspectors wil l be better 
remunerated and will therefore perform their duties better. 

EXPANSION OF THE PATROL FLEET: The results of the inspection on the east 
coast made by the Director General on all the aspects of the ol d Me'xican problem 
of the fisheries will be the subject of a report' submitted t o the Presi dent of 
the rtepublic. The report will contain ,a program for the development and produc
tion of Mexican marine resources for the benefit of the countr y , and a suggestion 
that ade~uate measures be taken to attain this end. 

~eanwhile, the Congress of the Union is studying a bill covering a nece ssary 
and tilkely increase in the budget for the Director of Fisheries of t he Minist r y 
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of Marine, This increase ~ill be used for the selee on en 
equately remunerated marine police force fro~ wno~ it 1 b 
greater services, and primarily for the BC ui ition 
armed launches to be mobilized and operate with the gun oats and coast 
against ve ssels operating to the detriment of the Fe eral tr asury 

ORGANIZATIM OF FISHErti~EN: Under the auspice s of tne' tamor.os, 
Fishery 'Inspection Office of the Ministry of Marine an the Laoo nd 
inspectors of the region, several hundred fish-
ermen who now not only live in misery and are ex-
ploited oy intermediaries, but because of the 
rudimentary and even illegal fishing methods wnich 
they use, constitute a menace to the survival of 
the species, are tobe orga.nized into rishery pro
duction unlons or cooperatives. For the two rea
sons ILentioned above, there has alreaay begun the 
organization of fishermen into unions in cases 
where they deal through an agent, and into co
operatives in instances where they both catch and 
sell the fish, In both cases, success is an
ticipated for the workers themselves and in the 
observa.nce of the fishery laws, since through the 
union it will be easier to control undue exploi
tatlon by the agents, and since oy means of the production cooperatives th 
be able to obtain credit, boats, and adequate equi ment, Both i ~at oros 
Laguna Madr~ there are plans to found fishermen's towns a d ports here tho 
now work independently may settle together with their families. 

nd 
ho 

This organization of labor unions and co operati ves ill De more impor an 
upon the concluSlOn of the .r'isnery rreatie s II.hi ch the Y.exicen Governm nt 1s n 0-

tiating with the United States ana Cuba, These treaties ~ill le thos coun-
tries to accept a system of reciprocity in the f1sh ries in texican er, 

Newfoundland 
:FOREIGN ..:;XCHANGE. IN SALE OF CO:ll<It;H: ,T~'I.founalana exporters 

have Deen deeply concerned with the possible effects 0 the pre 
exchange situation on the export of salt co fish fro 
the .t-IlLerican Consulate General at St, John' 5, 'e oundla.na, 
foreign exchange restrictions, 'ey~ undland exporters 
dollars the sterlin' recelved from E ropean buyer, Th s 
cause of tne relatively cavy aependence of ex~or 
primarily Spain, Portugal, Jreece, bnd Ital . 

Cn Septeruoer 2 , 1947, tt 
anno need that the .e\~o ndlen 
exporters f salt codfish fr 
in sterling the e uive4er,t n 
u,a e availaole w ul come out 01 

thus exchang d . ula De el 

. eNfoundland 
Cccm:.ission 0 

e, e te e t 0 

s urees foll s: 
e state!:l n D:ad y r or 
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''1 had hoped to make this announcement before now, for I know how 
~iously you have been awaiting news of the effect on the salt c~ish 
industry of Newfoundland, which depends heavily upon Europee.D marke ts , at 
the decision by His Majesty ' s Government in the Un! ted Kingdom to suspend 
the convertibility of dollars, and of the measures being taken to COWlter
act any resul tant loss to the people en aged in the industry. 'the Govern
ment of NewfoWldland has been fully aware of yrur anxiety and no less ap
preciative of your patience in this time of doubt and uncertainty. '!he 
Government has workEd unceasingly on your behalf, and I &Ill now glad to be 
able to tell you that our efforts have met with success IUld that the imme
diate difficulty has been surmounted. 

"Wnat was hn:ppening was that sales to European buyers who were short of 
dollars could be made in sterling, but the sellers could not convert the 
sterling into dollars. Consequently, trade came to a s op when there were 
no more dollars. The arrangement now made, stated shortly end sillply, is 
that the Commission of Government will makE available to exoor ters of sal t 
codfish from Newfoundland to markets where sales !DUst be in sterling the 
equivalent in dollars of the sterling paid. Th e dollars "ill cOllie out 
of Newfoundland's own dollar surplus >fhich, fortunately, has been IlCCUJIIU

lated, and held readily available for en emerg9ncy such as this. 'nle 
sterling thus exchanged will be held, for the time being at any rate. on 
Newfoundland's behalf' i n London, and the question of its subsequent use will 
be one for further examination wi th the authori ties in the Uni ted Kingdo • 

"A situation which, if prolonged, *ould have led to incalculable loss 
to the fi shermen and the don r e r of collapse in an industry vi tal to Newfound
land's economy, has been met. The fishermen are now assured th.a.t the rices 
that they will g9t f or fish this year will not be reduced because of the e -
change problem, though there may be next yeF.'l.r another pr:>blem to be faced and 
solved, I am happy t o acknowledge the stabilizin~ influence of the exporters 
with whom, through the Newfoundland Fisheries Board, I have been in losp Rnd 
constant touch throughout this difficul t ti~." 

Norway 
GEmt .. AN TRAWLERS: The building of 100 German trawlers will continue despite 

the Norwegian Government's protest, according to a Royal Norwegian Information 
Service's report on an AP dispatch. In a note which answered the protest, Great 
Britain advised that the Allied Control Council in Berlin had approved the build
ing of the trawlers. Norway's protest was based on the assumption that a restora
tion of the German trawler fleet would compete with Norvrey'S own fishing industry. 




