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THE TRASH FISHERY OF SOUTHERN NEW ENGLAND
IN 1950

By Richard E. Sayles*

GROWTH OF THE FISHERY

Greatly increased landings of "trash fish" (species formerly discarded during
trawling operations) at New England ports during 19,9 caused concern because of their
possible effect on the existing fisheries in the area, especially since there were
rumors that large numbers of young haddock, cod, and
flounders were included in these trash landings,
With the continuing growth of the trash fishery dur-
ing 1950, the U, S, Fish and Wildlife Service began
a systematic sampling of the landings, so as to ob=
tain an estimate of the quantities contributed by SEDTSQKEE‘(\ETSZ“;géilEg“?iguﬁsgw
each of the several species landed at southern New IN NEW ENGLAND TRASH FISH LANDINGS
England ports during that year, AND COMPOSES 28.9 PERCENT OF THE

TOTAL .

] As reported by Snow (1950), trash fish had been landed in small amounts prior
10 1949 for use as mink food, The increased use of fish meal in poultry and hog
feeds led to an expanded demand by reduction plant operators for raw material to
augment that afforded by the existing production from menhaden, cannery waste, and
offal, This situation, together with the fact that flounder fishing (the mainstay
of the small draggers) was poor, led fishermen to land trash fish in ever-increas-
ing quantities,

If this new and growing fishery were dependent in a measurable part on the
young of important edible species, it might adversely affect the established fish~
eries, However, this concept can be accepted only if the mortalities between juve-
nile and adult stages were proved to be low, and if the advantage to the marketable
Species in having their competitors and predators removed were disregarded,

TOTAL LANDINGS

Landings of trash fish at southern New England ports totaled 9C,3 million pounds
(table 1) during 1950, an increase of 20,1 percent over the 19,9 landings of 75,2
million pounds, This rise, while not as large as that of the previous year when
trash fishing commenced, indicates that the market for trash fish in this area is
being maintained,

New Bedford was again the leading port with 56 million pounds, or 62,1 percent
of the total, Landings at all southern New England ports increased steadily during
88 first five months, to a peak of 15,8 million pounds in May, Then, during the
last week in that month, the price offered by dealers at New Bedford was reduced
fran $20 to $15 a ton, Similar reductions took place at other ports, resulting in e
st“dy decrease in trash landings for the last six months of 1950 at all ports, as
fishermen concentrated on more prcfitable species, Landings at all ports for Novem-
1/ Were only 2 2 million pounds, Thus, wnile the total poundage exceeded that of
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1949, the trend during the lutter part of the year was a
increases reported from larch 1949 to Nay 1950,

N

Table 1 - Southern New Eng Fish Landings, 1949~

B -
housands |Percentage
Locality b of 1bs. | of Total
New Bedford, MBBSe: sesscsscscesccss 56,041 62.1
Gloucester, MaSS8e esvessesscscssse 14.183 18,7
Provincetown, Mass.2/secesssssssss 5,542 6.2
[Boston, MASH: seassssesisniessnsste 393 0.4
Point Judith, Re I. «»asensssassns 9,404 10.4
Stonington, CoNNe. sssessansstsdees 4,735 5.2
Total R R 90.298 100.0 _‘,"

1/FOR REDUCTION AND ANIMAL FOOD. ALTHOUGH THESE FIGURES COVER ONLY THE PORTS INDIC
PROBABLY ARE VERY CLOSE TO THE TOTAL NEW ENGLAND LANDINGS FOR THESE YEARS. NOT
ARE LANDINGS IN MAINE, BUT THE SEA HERRING LANDED, IN THAT STATE (ALTHOUGH SOLD
TION PURPOSES IN SOME CASES) IS NOT CONS|DERED A TRASH FISH AND THE LANDINGS !
SPECIES THAT COULD BE INDICATED AS TRASH FISH ARE NEGLIGIBLE, e

gl.momcs AT MINOR CAPE COD PORTS INCLUDED.

T

SPECIES COMPOSITION OF THE LANDINGS - olie

I examined sarples of the landings at Provincetown and at New Be i
chusetts and at Point Judith in Rhode Island, . e
Thirteen catches were sampled at New Bedford, 5 at Prounonm‘-'
Judith by examining several baskets of fish as unloading progressed, 5o
sample by spociol, an

number of species and

Table 2 - Species Composition (Estimated)

of the 1950 Trash Fish Landings at sadli semple O
Provincetown and New Bedford, Mass., Aamples S ;nm‘,'
Species Thousands|Percentage available to return the
Composition of 1bs. | of Total to be loaded on the &
Principal Species: men and dealers &lﬁ
Red hake seee..esess | 21,903 | 28.9 operation during all
Eel DOUL seeesessese | 15,916 21.0 tions G
SKateS sevseeseesees | 11,520 | 15.2 y g
WHitiNg oeseesonenns 8,185 | 10.8 Tne practice of tuking
Long horn sculpin .. 6,973 9.2 at 1ntarv§ls du:nz‘f— 3
GO0SET1Sh seeeaesees 4,699 6.2 of & vessel revealed
BUtteTTish vupesea.. 2,350 3.1 part, that the same
Daylight flounder .. 1,364 1.8 in successive ba“aﬂ- , but &
Yellowtail .o 834 Lol tive numbers ofa; 7
Other food speciesl/ 1,287 i vy - considerably bety
Other trash species2 909 1.2 ing the sample
___Total ............ | 75,790 | 100.0 sition indicated
-/ INCLUDE: DABS, BLACKBACK FLOUNDER, FLUKE, HAD- therefore, is a re

DOCK, COD, WHITE HAKE, SEA
y , BASS, SEA HERRIN
HICKORY SHAD, ALEWIVES, AND SCUP. &

2/ NCLUDE: TOADFISH, SHORT HORN SCULPIN, SEA RAven]| the relative numbe:

SPINY DOGFISH, SEA ROBIN, FOUR-SP ‘
M L , FO OTTED FLOUNDER, | determined by comb
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of the landings fram Provincetown to Stonington, as shown in table 2, may be re-
rded as reliable for species present, but the poundages shown are only an esti-
mate of the true quantities,

It will be noted in table 2 that red hake was the predominant species, with
gel pout and skates following in that order, Of the important edible species,
whiting were landed in the greatest numbers, comprising 10,8 percent by weight of
the trash fish landed in ports where catches were sampled,

New Bedford landings included only small quantities of such edible species as
yellowtail and blackback flounder, dab, butterfish, scup, haddock, and cod, Per-
centages of these species ranged from 1 to 4 percent by weight, except for one sam-
ple which contained 9,2 percent yellowtail flounder,

At Provincetown, yellowtail flounder was the only important edible species ap-
pearing in large numbers, Three samples contained by weignt 11, 14, and 23 percent,
respectively, yellowtail flounder, Other edible
species, such as blackback flounder, cod, and
haddock ranged from less than 1 percent to a max-

i N
imum of 4 -percent, \
" 4

At Point Judith, one sample contained L0 per- e 4W
cent butterfish, Other samples at this port yield- ool ’ - '"Z
ed less than 1 percent of blackback flounder, scup, \:'.; b et :
and fluke, W '}j‘

Conversations with fishermen during field b

trips indicated landings of small yellowtail floun-

ders at Provincetown in greater numbers than were pla R
observed in the samples examined at that port, 225 EZG[:EDS:QZSE, 'FTg;ULfND,NGS,
Other reports dealt with landings of small butter- ALL SKATES COMPOSE ABOUT 15.2 PER-R
fish at Sandwich, Massachusetts, and at Point Ju- CENT OF THE TOTAL. THIS PARTICULA
dith, Rhode Islend, I was unable to confirm the f:é%:g?.'s THE BARNDOSR SKATE4LEAYA
Sandwich report, One vessel's catch at Point =~

Judith, as mentioned earlier, contained 4O percent butterfish by weight, Such re-
ports of ten become exaggerated and the fishermen, with few exceptions, are conser-
vation-minded enough to try to avoid taking trash fish in areas known to contain
large numbers of the young of important edible species, Therefore, the unconfirmed

reports cannot be accepted as seriously affecting the estimate of landings by species

Which appears in table 2,

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

The 1950 trash fish landings for southern New England were 90,3 million pounds,
While greater than the 1949 landings of 75,2 million pounds, a reversal of the 1949

¥
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WHITING (MERLUCCIUS BILINEARIS) ALTHOUGH INCLUDED IN NEW ENGLAND TRASH
LANDINGS, COMPOSES ONLY ABOUT 10.8 PERCENT OF THE TOTAL
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trend was indicated when landings decreased steadily during the latter half of the
year, T 'b{
1 74
Fifty-six million pounds or 62,1 percent of the landings were made at lum..
ford, while in 1949 only 58,6 percent or L4 million pounds of the total hMim
were reported at that port,

Sampling of the landings at Provincetown and New Bedford, Mass,, and at Ngg
Judith, R, I,, showed that red hake camprised 29 percent, eelpout, 21 percent and
skates 15 percent of the total.

New Bedford, with the bulk of the landings, showed the smallest percentage of
important edible species, One sample contained 9,2 percent yellowtail flounder,
Others yielded from 1 to 4 percent yellow-
tail and blackback flounder, dabs, haddock,
cod, butterfish, and scup, Thus, the New
Bedford samples failed to show appreciable
quantities of young or mature individuals
of the important edible species,

Three of the four samples taken at
Provincetown showed 11, 14, and 23 percent,
ANGLERF ISH OR GOOSEFISH (LOPHIUS PISCATOR- Tespectively, of yellowtail flounder, with
1US) IS ALSO INCLUDED IN THE NEW ENGLAND 1 to L percent of blackback flounder, dabs,

TRASH FISH LANDINGS, BUT THIS SPECIES COM-
POSES ONLY 6.2 PERCENT OF THE TOTAL catcH, ¢od, white hake, butterfish, and pollock,

On the basis of the samples taken, it appears that the New Bedford fleet is
not exploiting the young or mature individuals of the important edible species to
any appreciable extent, On the other hand, large numbers of small yellowtail
flounders were landed at Provincetown, and at least one load of small butterfish
was landed at Point Judith, Rhode Island, One sample at Point Judith contained

4O percent butterfish; others showed amall quantities (less than 1 pcro.nt) of
blackback flounder, scup, and fluke,
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